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Meeting Programme 

 



 

10.00 Doors Open Tea & Coffee available 

 

10.30 Opening remarks Robert Prys-Jones (Natural History Museum) 

 

10.40 OSME Chairman’s Introduction Rob Sheldon (OSME) 

 

10.45 The value of BirdTrack as a bird recording tool in the OSME   region (Nick Moran) 
BirdTrack is a free global system through which birders can 

log, store and interact with their records. Nick (Moran, 

BirdTrack Organiser,) will introduce the tools that it offers 

to individual birdwatchers and how BirdTrack data provide              

a valuable resource for conservation and research in the 

OSME region. 

 

           

 

11.20 Bird Recording and Conservation in Iraq: a 10 year perspective (Richard Porter) 
 This talk will be a tribute to the biologists and 

conservationists in Iraq and will cover Richard’s involvement 

with them over the last 10 years. The work of Nature Iraq 

will feature prominently, especially its Key Biodiversity 

Areas Inventory – a monumental treatise that OSME helped 

sponsor. Ornithological advances and discoveries will be 

outlined, especially in the mountains of Kurdistan and the 

southern marshes. 

  

 

12.00 Monitoring the threat status of birds and the implications for conservation 

 management (Andy Symes) 
The BirdLife Secretariat is the Red List Authority for birds on 

the IUCN Red List, coordinating the process of evaluating all 

of the world’s c.10,000 bird species against the Red List 

categories and criteria in order to assess their extinction 

risk. Monitoring changes in species threat status is a major 

tool in prioritising conservation management 

 

 

 

   

12.30 Lunch break 

 Food & refreshments available throughout the Museum 

 

 



14.00  BOC Chairman Introduction Chris Storey(BOC) 

 

 

14.05 Waterbird monitoring at Kadma Bay, Sulaibikhat Bay and Jahra Pools, Kuwait 

(Gareth Bradbury & James Darke)  
The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust (WWT) was approached in 

2014 to establish a waterbird monitoring programme for 

the East Jahra Reserve area of Kuwait under the UN-

funded Kuwait Environmental Remediation Programme 

(KERP). In November 2014, following a feasibility visit the 

previous February, a team of experienced ornithologists 

from WWT and WWT Consulting visited Kuwait in order to 

carry out the first co-ordinated counts of Kadma and 

Sulaibikhat Bays. After three successful coordinated 

counts in November 2014, January 2015 (timed to coincide  

with the International Waterbird Census) and April 2015, ten  

species of waterbird have been identified whose numbers  

exceeded  1% of that species’ flyway population. 

 

 

14.35 35 years of bird monitoring in Israel (Yoav Perlman) 
Yoav will present the importance of Israel as a migration 

hotspot and as a country with varied habitats; the history 

of bird monitoring in Israel; and the current structure of 

the national bird monitoring scheme. 

Some flag projects in Israel are the annual raptor counts in 

autumn and spring (since 1981), breeding atlas surveys, 

long-term ringing network, and many focused monitoring 

projects of threatened species. 

 

 

15.05 Tea & Coffee interval 

 

 

15.30 Monitoring illegal bird killing (Bob Elliot) 
 Some of our most iconic and protected species are still under threat 

from illegal trapping, shooting, and poisoning. This talk will use case 

examples to demonstrate why long term monitoring of species and 

habitats is vital in fighting against wildlife crime offending.  
 

 

 

16.10 Raffle Draw and close of the day Rob Sheldon 

 



The meeting is open to members and non-members of OSME and BOC. Admission 

is free to members, donations from non-members invited 

 

 

REFRESHMENTS 

Tea and coffee will be available at 10.00 and 15.05.  If you require water please bring 

your own.  Food will be available for purchase from outlets in the Museum or you 

can bring your own sandwiches. 

 

TRADE STANDS 

OSME Sales 

WildSounds 

Will be selling a wide range of books and sound recordings 

 

HOW TO FIND THE VENUE 

The Flett Theatre is on Floor 1 of the Red Zone.  This is in a public area of the 

Museum and visitors can make their own way there.  The closest street entrance is 

on Exhibition Road at the eastern end of the Museum 

 

By tube It is within walking distance of South Kensington station on the District, 

Circle and Piccadilly lines 

 

By bus Routes 14, 49, 70, 74, 345, 360, 414, and C1 stop near the Museum.  The 

360 stops in Exhibition Road 

 

By coach Victoria Coach Station is within walking distance of Victoria train and 

tube station on the Circle or District lines.  The Museum is two stops on the 

westbound underground.  For groups travelling by coach, the coach drop-off point is 

outside the Cromwell Road entrance. 

 

By car  Driving to the Museum may not be easy and parking is not available on 

Exhibition Road, which is exclusively for residents and a limited number of Blue 

Badge holders 
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