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OBITUARY. 

ROBERT MILLER CHRISTY. 

THE unexpected death of Miller Christy, as he signed himself 
and was generally known, has deprived Essex of one of its 
most prominent figures, for the greater part of his varied 
writings had some relation to the county of his birth. 

Christy came from an old-established Essex Quaker family, 
settled near Chelmsford, where he was born in May, 1861. 
He died as the result of an operation on January 25th, 1928. 
He was never married. 

His interest in natural history and kindred subjects was of 
life-long duration, for during his school days at Bootham 
School, York, he is said to have collected ornithological and 
other specimens and to have written on them, and as a young 
man he spent about a year in Manitoba, increasing his know
ledge of his favourite subjects. 

Although Christy could not be described as a specializing 
ornithologist, yet he turned to this subject with that natural 
aptitude which enabled him to deal with a diversity of 
subjects. At the age of nineteen we find him writing in the 
pages of the Transactions of the Essex Field Club, " On the 
Occurrence of the Great Bustard and of the Rough-legged 
Buzzard, near Chelmsford, during the winter of 1879," with 
an intimacy which suggests a strong grasp of the subject. 
In 1884 he contributed to the Norfolk'and Norwich Naturalists' 
Society's Transactions an article of some importance : " Do 
the Blackbird and Thrush ever Interbreed ? " He continued 
to write papers and notes relating to the ornithology of 
Essex, until in 1890 he completed his greatest piece of work, 
The Birds of Essex. In the following year he published A 
Catalogue of Local Lists of British Birds, arranged under 
Counties, which may have been the parent of similar subse
quent works by other authors. After the publication of 
his book his interest in Essex bird matters continued unabated, 
and he wrote further notes and papers on the subject. In 
1892 he wrote on the occurrence of the " Spotted Eagle in 
Essex," in the pages of the Zoologist. The historical aspect 
of the subject appealed to Christy, and in 1899 he wrote in 
the Essex Naturalist an article on the " White-tailed Eagle 
at Harwich in 1666," followed in 1907 by " On the Breeding 
of the Kite and Buzzard near Maldon in the fifties and sixties 
of the Last Century." 

B 



18 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XXII. 

In 1903 he contributed part " Aves" to the Victoria 
History of the County of Essex and about the same time 
compiled a lengthy supplement to his Birds of Essex, which 
was never published and which he most generously placed 
at the disposal of the present writer. His last ornithological 
contribution appears to have been an obituary on Capt. L. 
Gray, published in British Birds in 1918. 

Christy's forte was compilation, his researches being of 
the most thorough nature, to which the writer can testify, 
having been compelled to cover the same ground. His 
services to the ornithology of Essex cannot be judged merely 
by his book and papers, important as they are, for their 
influence must have stimulated interest in the subject through
out the County. W. E. G. 




