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INTRODUCTION 

T H E COLLARED D O V E Streptopelia decaocto has the distinction of 
being the only species (other than feral ones) which is not included in 
the 1952 Checklist of the Birds of Great Britain and Ireland, but which has 
now been seen within these islands by all bird-watchers with a mind to 
do so. This is a measure of the spectacular rate of colonisation. 
After just ten years with us, the Collared Dove now outnumbers the 
familiar Turtle Dove S. turtur in many areas, notably in northern 
England and in Scotland and Ireland. Yet it is not illustrated in any 
but the more recent books on British birds and so attention is drawn 
to the series of photographs published in this journal in April 1964 
(Ferguson-Lees 1964). 

At the end of the nineteenth century the Collared Dove had but a 
slender foothold in Europe, being restricted to Turkey (Istanbul) and 
the Balkans (Albania, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia). The present explosive 
phase of range expansion, perhaps caused, as Mayr (1951: 118) has 
suggested, by a genetic alteration in the peripheral population, began 
about 1930 and has been copiously documented. Good general sum
maries are those by Fisher (1953) and Stresemann and Nowak (1958). 
Progressing initially via the Danube, Collared Doves arrived in 
Hungary in 1932, Czechoslovakia in 1936, Austria in 1938 and Ger
many in 1943, and breeding was reported in north Italy in 1944. The 
Netherlands were reached in 1947 (but not breeding until 1949) and 
Denmark was colonised in 1948. Thus the species had exceeded 1,000 
miles of north-westerly expansion from the Balkans to the North Sea in 
under twenty years. In 1949 the first records came from Sweden 
(breeding 1951) and Switzerland (breeding 1955), and in 1950 from 
France. The first Belgian record was in 195 2 and the first for Norway 
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in 1954; in both of these countries breeding began in 1955, the same 
year that the colpnisation of Britain can be said to have started. 

It is the purpose of the present paper to trace the ten-year history of 
the Collared Dove in Great Britain and Ireland in its twin aspects, 
chronological arid geographical. I have taken the winter date-line of 
31st December 1964 and incorporated all records known to me up to 
then. Local and regional reports have been examined for records, 
and many observers have written to me with additional information in 
response to appeals in British Birds and Scottish Birds and on the B.B.C. 
The basically similar Barbary Dove S. risoria, a domestic form that does 
not occur naturally in the wild, is a common aviary bird in this country 
and escapes are correspondingly regular. Consequently, care has been 
taken to check the identities of pioneer Collared Doves—that is, those 
seen away from known breeding areas. 

Within the last year or two, as this dove has grown widespread and 
locally numerous, there has been a tendency—not unexpected—for 
some observers to become rather casual about the species. I doubt if 
this has resulted in important records being lost, but it has meant that 
up-to-the-minute assessments are not always available for areas in 
which Collared Doves have been resident for some years. 

In some parts of our islands, particularly in south-east England, 
Collared Doves are fast becoming too numerous for all future occur
rences to be recorded, and already some county reports have ceased to 
publish non-breeding records. Inevitably this trend will continue. 
Fisher (1953: 167) observed that since the Collared Dove began ex
panding its range from Belgrade about 1930 it had been seen in at least 
468 new localities in Europe; it has now been seen in more places than 
this in Great Britain and Ireland alone. 

The spread here is summarised year by year on pages 107-119 and 
the distribution in individual counties is then detailed on pages 119-129. 
Figs. 1-8 on pages 108-109 show the colonisation during 1956-63 more 
graphically on a vice-county basis, while fig. 9 on page n o brings the 
picture as up-to-date as possible and also marks the positions of the 
larger concentrations in 1964. 

One final point. The volume of material I have collected is now so 
large that it is impracticable to quote a reference or even name the 
observers) for individual records. My correspondence and data 
cards will be deposited with the British Trust for Ornithology. 

ARRIVAL AND SPREAD 
The first claim that the Collared Dove had arrived in Britain came from 
Lincolnshire in 1952 (May and Fisher 1953). A male found holding 
territory at Greetwell Hall, Manton, in July of that year had, according 
to local evidence, been present since early May. This bird remained in 
the area for the next six years (at least until 1958), but never succeeded 
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in finding a mate. The origin of this individual was questioned at 
the time. Manton was 270-275 miles from the two Dutch localities in 
which this species was breeding in 1952, and the Collared Dove had 
made bigger 'jumps' in its spread across Europe. On the other hand, 
a number of Collared Doves were imported from India between 1947 
and 1951, and some passed through the hands of a dealer at Pontefract 
in Yorkshire, 32 miles and no more than one hour in flight time from 
Manton; appeals for information on escapes published in the avicul-
tural press proved negative. The editors of British Birds (46: 55) 
concluded that further evidence was needed before the Collared Dove 
could be admitted to the British List, and this view was endorsed by 
the Records Committee of the British Ornithologists' Union (Ibis, 98: 
155). 

If the 1952 record could not be accepted outright, no such doubts 
attended the appearance of the species in East Anglia three years later. 

yrvr r The initial colonisation of Norfolk, and thus of Britain, was 
Jy y recorded by Richardson, Seago and Church (1957). One 

pair of Collared Doves arrived at Cromer (site B in their account) in 
April, frequented a small garden and reared two young; two birds 
overwintered here. Though these were not seen by ornithologists 
until the following year, the 1955 records from Cromer were well 
authenticated. Less satisfactory was the evidence from Overstrand 
(site A); it appeared that two or three of these doves were seen by 
local people, but it was not known whether any nested or overwin
tered. There was no suggestion that these Norfolk Collared Doves 
had been imported, and no dealers had advertised any since 1952. 

-r Q _ /C The 1955 Norfolk records came to light after the Overstrand 
Jy birds (now two males and one female) were found by an 

ornithologist on 3rd July; the known pair had three broods and five 
young fledged. Near-by at Cromer two pairs nested (sites B and C); 
three young flew from the known nests. It is certain that at least 16 
Collared Doves (including juveniles) were present in the Cromer/Over-
strand area by the end of 1956. 

Records away from the breeding area were few. In the coastal 
fringe of north Norfolk, single ones were seen at Cley on 15 th August 
and 9th September (Brit. Birds, 50: 242), an adult was photographed at 
Kelling on 31st October (Brit. Birds, 50: 246) and two were seen at 
Burnham Market, date unknown (Norfolk Bird Report, 1957). Two 
other counties received their first records of Collared Doves in 1956: 
a male was present at Gomshall in Surrey between 6th April and 13 th 
May (Brit. Birds, 50: 270); and one was seen at Lakenheath in the 
Suffolk brecks during the summer (Payn 1962: 154). 
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F I G S . I - 8 . Breeding distribution (by vice-counties) of the Collated 
Dove Streptopelia decaocto in Britain and Ireland from 1955 to 1963 
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Breeding proved 

breeding probable 
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F I G . 9. Breeding distribution of the Collared Dove Striptopelia decaocto in Britain 
and Ij»Jan4 in 1964. On this map the stippled areas show the vice-counties in 
which nesting has been proved, while the different symbols mark concentrations of 

various sizes (see key) 

n o 

I964 

5̂ 15 pairs 

16-Z5 pairs 

26-35 pairs 

36-50 pairs 

51-70 pairs 

71-100 pairs 

over 100 pairs 
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j(\*-j The Collared Dove does not mark time and it was to be 
J) I expected that 1957 would see some early signs of spread. In 

fact no fewer than ten counties produced records this year. 
In Norfolk, probably two pairs bred at Cromer, but it was not 

known how successful they were; the largest party seen outside the 
breeding season was five. Four males were calling at Overstrand on 
15th June and two pairs nested; here, too, the degree of success was 
not known, though an unspecified number overwintered. Elsewhere 
in Norfolk, two were seen at Burnham Market in April and single 
ones at Burnham Overy on 25 th August and North Walsham on 1st 
October. 

Breeding occurred in two additional English counties. A true pair 
arrived at Manton in Lincolnshire (joining the problematical 1952 
bird) in May, and their nest (two young fledged) was discovered on 
30th June. In Kent, single ones were seen near Heme Bay on 16th 
May and n t h June and at Broadstairs on 1st August; at Staple (near 
Canterbury) a pair reared two broods and four were still in this area on 
20th October, while three fed with chickens at Tilmanstone (three 
miles south) during December. 

An important development in 1957 was the spread of the Collared 
Dove to Scotland. A pair was found in June at Covesea (near Lossie
mouth) in Morayshire; their nest, when located, contained one 
infertile egg and one chick, the latter fledging safely; only two over
wintered here. It seems likely that Collared Doves appeared this year 
at Girvan in Ayrshire also, though these birds were not found by 
ornithologists until 1959. 

During this year Collared Doves were noted in five other counties. 
For the second successive year one summered at Lakenheath in 
Suffolk; and singletons were seen, both on 30th August, at Gosport in 
Hampshire and on St. Agnes in the Isles of Scilly (Cornwall). One 
was present at Rye Meads in Hertfordshire on many dates between 
22nd July and 3rd September (two on 4th August). An even more 
protracted stay was made at Tollesbury in Essex, where a lone male 
arrived in May, was joined by a second on 22nd September and the 
number increased to six by late November. 

It is clear that the widespread records for 1957, both breeding and 
non-breeding, involved more individual Collared Doves than could be 
the progeny of the original Norfolk colonists. There is no particular 
reason to suppose that the Scottish birds came from there: Cromer to 
Lossiemouth is a distance of 375 miles, but from Stavanger in Norway 
(where these doves began breeding in 1955) to Lossiemouth is only 
345 miles, and a journey from Danish Jutland (where Collared Doves 
had thrived since 1950) is not much further. The inference is that 
there was fresh immigration from the Continent, and experience in 
subsequent years suggests that such immigration occurs annually. 
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T n C 8 Progress was maintained this year, though only three new 
Js counties were colonised. For the fourth successive year the 

species bred in north-east Norfolk, with three pairs at Cromer and at 
least one pair at Overstrand. Other 1958 Norfolk records concerned 
a pair or two seen (probably breeding) at Hunstanton on the Wash, 
and two birds seen regularly at Blakeney during November. 

There was no proof of nesting this year at Manton in Lincolnshire 
where, however, three birds (additional to the resident 1952 one) were 
seen on 13th July. In Kent there was a considerable increase on the 
1957 position, with breeding in at least four localities. One pair 
reared two broods at Staple and one pair nested at Tilmanstone also. 
Two pairs bred in Ellington Park, Ramsgate, and one pair did so at 
Qiftonville, Margate; probably also at Birchington, although this did 
not come to light until several years later and could not be confirmed. 
Up to 14 fed on a Margate poultry farm in the autumn. Single birds 
were seen in six other widely separated Kentish localities; since this 
year (inclusive) the Kent Bird Report has not detailed non-breeding 
records, the first county report to take this step. 

First breeding occurred in two or three new English counties. Two 
birds arrived at Ponteland in Northumberland in June; by September 
there were four, the additional two being paler, presumed juveniles. 
All four overwintered; they were not seen by ornithologists until 
February 1959. One pair bred at Tonwell (near Ware) in Hertford
shire, a nest being found there in July. A pair arrived at West 
Wittering in Sussex and subsequently became resident, though they 
were not brought to the notice of naturalists until i960; breeding was 
not proved until that year. 

The first Yorkshire occurrence concerned two which arrived at 
Goole sometime during 1958 and stayed; yet another record that did 
not come to light until a lot later. In Essex, the six at Tollesbury in 
late 1957 had dwindled to three by 16th February and to one by 13th 
April; there was no evidence that Collared Doves nested there, though 
singletons were seen in June, July and September and a juvenile was 
noted at Salcot (two miles away) on 29th July. An individual at 
Hitcham on 25 th April was the sole Suffolk report. 

In Scotland there was no sign of a spread, but the pair at Covesea in 
Morayshire reared at least four young; seven birds were present in the 
area on 17th September. At Girvan in Ayrshire the two reported in 
1957 were still present during the 1958-59 winter. 

T _ _ ^ A year of considerable consolidation and some spread. In 
J ? J Norfolk two pairs bred at Cromer and one pair near-by at 

Aylmerton, and birds were again present at Overstrand (but breeding 
not proved). Some 5-6 pairs were located at Hunstanton; they are 
assumed to have bred though proof is lacking. In 1959 the Norfolk 
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Bird Report joined that for Kent in ceasing to list all non-breeding 
records. 

A further increase was apparent in Kent this year, especially in the 
Isle of Thanet where nests were found at Ramsgate, Birchington, 
Ciiftonville and Margate. A pair was seen at Staple on 5 th February, 
but there were no reports from Tilmanstone; it is likely, however, that 
Collared Doves have been resident in both localities since 1957. A 
pair summered at Deal in 1959 but without proof of nesting. Three or 
four adults were present at Ciiffe in north Kent between June and 
September, and one pair is known to have bred successfully. 

There were no breeding records for Hertfordshire in 1959, though 
one bird was seen near Tonwell on 24th May. The pair at Ponteland 
in Northumberland bred again, but two young were killed by a cat; 
elsewhere in this county two were seen at Holywell Dene on 30th May 
and one or two individuals were noted at Monks' House, near Sea-
houses, in June. In Lincolnshire, three (one thought to be a juvenile) 
were seen at the Manton site, though no nest was found; one pair bred 
at Skegness, a male was shot in Lincoln on 1st June and another was 
heard near-by at North Hykeham later that month. One or two pairs 
were still resident at West Wittering in Sussex. 

Four more English counties had their first breeding records in 1959. 
A pair located at Anthorn in Cumberland subsequently bred. One 
nest was found at Osberton, near Worksop, in Nottinghamshire, and 
ten birds (including juveniles) were present there at the end of the year. 
One pair nested at Lakenheath in Suffolk. In Yorkshire, the Goole 
pair reared two broods in 1959 and three birds overwintered; two 
were seen at Chapel Allerton, a Leeds suburb, on 18th April, and 
singletons at Hull on 7th October and at Fulwood, Sheffield, at the 
end of the year. Other (non-breeding) English records for 1959 
concern one at Clatterbridge in Cheshire on 4th June (the first record 
for the county), one at Walton-on-Naze in Essex on 25 th September, 
and individuals in Cornwall at Trethewey on 10th June and on St. 
Agnes, Isles of Scilly, between 30th September and n t h October. 

Records of one or two on Bardsey Island between 6th and 17th 
May, and one at Llandudno on 23rd-24th November, were the first not 
only for, Caernarvonshire but for the whole of Wales.. . 

Scotland did not experience any marked alterations in the status of 
her Collared Doves. The population at Covesea, Morayshire, proved 
to be well-established and had spread to Duffus ( i | miles distant). 
There were three at Girvan, Ayrshire, when this colony was located 
on 26th May; one nest was found there, and nine birds were present in 
October. Fife was the only additional county for 1959: one was seen 
at Dunfermline on 23rd August (and for several weeks thereafter), while 
another singleton was picked up at Methil on 4th October. 

Last, but by no means least, 1959 produced the first Irish records. 
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One pair was found breeding at Glasnevin, a Dublin suburb, and 
another pair summered (but without evidence of nesting) at Comber in 
Co. Down. 

T o(V") This, t n e s ix th year of the Collared Dove's residence in the 
J British Isles, saw a big build-up in numbers in south-east 

England, together with spread to other areas. To save space and 
avoid repetition I have not attempted (in the accounts for i960 on
wards) to mention all breeding localities from previous years. 

Six more counties acquired resident Collared Doves in i960. Two 
pairs bred successfully at Clacton-on-Sea in Essex, at least seven young 
being reared. In Surrey, where this species had not been recorded 
since 1956, a pair nested at Shamley Green, near Guildford. Collared 
Doves took up residence at Plymouth, Devon, during the year and had 
increased to ten by the autumn. Two pairs bred at Comber in Co. 
Down (the first proven nesting here). The other two counties were in 
Scotland, and in neither case did the records come to light until 1964: 
Three arrived and established themselves in the county town of Banff; 
by 1964 there were 25-30 in the area. At least one pair bred at 
Bo'ness in West Lothian (there is local suggestion they may have 
arrived much earlier, but this could not be confirmed). 

Twelve other counties received their first (but non-breeding) 
records this year. These were Berkshire (Cookham, May-August), 
Buckinghamshire (one at Great Missenden and two at Colnbrook, 
August), Gloucestershire (two at Chipping Sodbury, 7th May), 
Cambridgeshire (two at Cambridge, November-December), Angle
sey (four at Church Bay, 14th May), Cardiganshire (two at Llanon in 
autumn), Perthshire (near Pitlochry, 16th February), Shetland (Fair 
Isle, 18th April and 18th June), Inverness-shire (Rhum^ Inner 
Hebrides, jth-yth May), Ross-shire (Stornoway, Outer Hebrides, 2nd 
June), Aberdeenshire (heard at Old Aberdeen, 5 th June) and Mid
lothian (two at Edmonstone, Edinburgh, autumn). 

There was a big increase in the Isle of Thanet, Kent, in i960; by the 
autumn some 150-180 were present in this small area, more than in the 
whole of Norfolk! Other new breeding localities in Kent were Deal 
(five or six pairs) and Hoo on the Med way estuary (one pair). Lin
colnshire saw spreads to Cleethorpes and Holbeach (one pair at each), 
while in Norfolk one pair summered at Little Cressingham (the first 
such record for the Norfolk brecks) and two pairs bred at Great 
Yarmouth. In Suffolk seven or eight pairs bred successfully at 
Felixstowe. Additional Sussex localities (single pairs) were Selsey 
and St. Leonards. In Yorkshire, there was good evidence that a pair 
nested in Hull, two pairs were located at Middlesbrough (one nest 
found) and others took up residence in the Fulwood area of Sheffield 
(up to 16 birds in the autumn). The Northumberland population 
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Table i . Numbers of counties of Britain and Ireland in which Collared 
Doves Streptopelia decaocto had been (a) recorded and (b) proved breeding by 

the end of i960 

England 
Wales 
Isle of Man 
Scotland 
Ireland 

Total 
counties 

4 0 

13 
1 

33 
32 

Species 
recorded 

2 0 

3 
0 

1 1 

2 

Breeding 
proved 

13 
0 

0 

4 
2 

Totals 119 56 19 

spread to Gosforth, a suburb of Newcastle upon Tyne (one pair), and 
to Alnmouth (where up to six birds were seen). In Morayshire 
there was a further spread from Covesea to Gordonstoun, and others 
arrived at Cluny (near Forres) and at Elgin. 

By the close of i960, Collared Doves were breeding in 19 counties 
of Britain and Ireland, and had been seen in 17 others (table 1). 

-r >-./rI- A year of very considerable spread, with breeding reported 
J from 15 additional counties. The greatest expansion occur

red in England. Single pairs nested at South Hayling Island in 
Hampshire and at Swanage in Dorset. In Cornwall one pair bred at 
Bude and two birds remained (without nesting) at The Lizard. Single 
pairs bred at Shirehampton on the Gloucestershire side of Bristol, in 
Worcester and at Cronkhill (Atcham) in Shropshire. At least three 
pairs bred in Cheshire (one near Ellesmere Port, two at Wallasey; 
perhaps at Ness also) and one pair in Lancashire (at Ormskirk). 
Away from the west of England, a nest was found at Marsworth in 
Buckinghamshire, a pair reared young at Littleport in Cambridge
shire, and two pairs settled in West Hartlepool, Co. Durham. 

Increases continued within previously colonised counties. The 
population on the Isle of Thanet, Kent, reached 200 in the autumn, and 
a spread to Romney Marsh was reported. In Essex, the Clacton-on-
Sea birds spread to Walton-on-Naze and Frinton-on-Sea, while breed
ing also occurred in the south of the county, at Thorpe Bay. In 
Suffolk the Felixstowe population rose to about 100 in November, 
while in Norfolk increases were noted at Cromer/Overstrand and at 
Great Yarmouth. The Lincolnshire Collared Doves spread to 
Grimsby and probably to Boston, and in Nottinghamshire two pairs 
bred at Newark. In Yorkshire breeding was proved at Leeds, 
Easington and Flamborough, and an increase was noted in Sheffield. 
No new breeding localities came from Northumberland, though 
there was an increase at Gosforth. Non-breeding records that were 
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nevertheless the first sightings for their respective counties came from 
Bedfordshire (Stagsden, 9th August), Leicestershire (Ratby, 12th 
August) and Staffordshire (near Burton-on-Trent on several summer 
dates and five, including three juveniles, in October). The last-
mentioned very probably bred locally though this could not be con
firmed (and none was present in 1962). Other non-breeding records 
for 1961 in England are too numerous to relate. 

There were few Welsh records in 1961. The first breeding for the 
principality took place at St. Davids in Pembrokeshire (two pairs) and 
at Llanon in Cardiganshire (one pair). Other records were of one 
bird at St. Brides in Pembrokeshire on 18th April, one at Barmouth in 
Merionethshire in early May, and of one or two establishing them
selves (not breeding) at Valley in Anglesey in August. 

Compared with that in England, the increase in Scotland in 1961 was 
of modest extent. In Berwickshire, one pair nested unsuccessfully at 
Coldingham and up to twelve birds were seen at Cockburnspath from 
May onwards. One pair bred at Edmonstone, Edinburgh (Mid
lothian), and another pair apparently did so near Dumfries (a juvenile 
seen). The Morayshire colonies (Covesea and Forres) continued to 
thrive, though that at Girvan in Ayrshire disappeared during the 
1961-62 winter. During 1961 two birds began regular visits to a 
garden at Inverbervie in Kincardineshire and a male was present 
during the summer in Nairn, where a September nest destroyed in a 
gale may have been Collared Dove's. Neither of these last two records 
came to light until several years had elapsed. 

Ireland remained very much out of the picture in 1961, the sole new 
record (in addition to the resident pairs in Cos. Down and Dublin) 
being of one on Inishtrahull, Co. Donegal, on 18th July. 

T 0 6 2 Collared Doves increase on a logarithmic basis: in 1956 they 
J were breeding in just one county, in 1958 seven and in i960 

nineteen; by 1962 they were resident in over 40 counties of Britain 
and Ireland. 

First breeding records came in 1962 from a further two English 
counties, Wiltshire (Marlborough) and Middlesex (Heston), one pair 
breeding at each site. The Middlesex birds may have been there for 
some time, for a Collared Dove skeleton blown out of a tree during a 
July gale possibly dated from an earlier year. New county (but non-
breeding) records were reported from Somerset (five localities, the 
first at Bishop Sutton, 30th April), Northamptonshire (Peakirk, 
15th January; Finshade, 2nd May), Derbyshire (Youlgrave, May and 
July), Oxfordshire (Woodstock, December) and Warwickshire 
(Ettington, December). Improvements in breeding strength were 
noted in 20 English counties, but new sites were too numerous to 
relate in full. However, in view of the predominance of coastal 
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breeding localities, inland spreads in Essex, Norfolk and Yorkshire 
and increases in Surrey and Nottinghamshire are especially note
worthy. 

In 1962 there were as yet few Collared Doves in Wales. Those at 
Llanon in Cardiganshire and St. Davids in Pembrokeshire were still 
resident, as (for a time) were some at Goodwick and Haverfordwest in 
the latter county; a pair arrived in the town of Cardigan in September. 
One pair bred at Ruthin in Denbighshire and the species was also 
resident at Valley in Anglesey (up to 15 during the 1962-63 winter). 
There were records from Bardsey Island, Caernarvonshire, in May 
and September and from four places in Glamorgan in May, July and 
October, while singletons were seen at Llanarth in Monmouthshire 
on 23rd May and at Bodfach in Montgomeryshire on n t h June. 

One seen on the Calf on 31st May was the first record for the Isle of 
Man. 

Some progress was achieved in Scotland. In Perthshire one or two 
pairs bred in the city of Perth, juveniles being seen. In Ross-shire a 
pair was present all summer at Stornoway (Outer Hebrides), a nest 
being found in October,, and on the mainland breeding is thought to 
have occurred (juveniles seen) at Invergordon and Tarbat, and per
haps at Kilmuir. There was a report that Collared Doves were 
numerous at Lennel in Berwickshire. In Edinburgh, Midlothian, 
up to twelve were counted at Edmonstone and others at Newington in 
the autumn. Birds were reported from Dunglass Estate in East 
Lothian (on the Berwickshire border) early in the year. One pair 
nested at Arbroath in Angus. A singleton was seen on South 
Ronaldsay on 23 rd July, the first record for Orkney. 

Ireland, too, fared better this year. Two birds at Tullamore, Co. 
Offaly, in May had increased to eight by the end of the year; breeding 
was inferred. A nest was built, but no eggs laid, near Enniskillen in 
Co. Fermanagh and a pair bred in the additional Co. Down locality 
of Annsborough. Two pairs were located in July at Ballinacurra in 
Co. Cork. Other Irish records concerned one caught at Donaghadee 
in Co. Down in January; singles in Co. Wexford on Great Saltee (3rd 
May) and at New Ross (three weeks in June-July); and one at Blenner-
ville in Co. Kerry from 3rd September to the end of the year. 

T C\(\ 2 ®y ̂ e enc^ °^ tft*s y e a r Collared Doves had been identified in 
J J all English counties save only little Rutland, for London, 

Huntingdonshire, Herefordshire and Westmorland were added in 
1963. Breeding range extended to include Berkshire (Wantage, and 
perhaps Hungerford), Oxfordshire (Islip and Kidlington), Northamp
tonshire (Northampton and Peakirk), Somerset (Porlock), Stafford
shire (Hamstall, King's Bromley and Coven Heath), Warwickshire 
(south-west Birmingham) and Derbyshire (Spondon). 
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First indications of nesting came from three more Welsh counties. 
Pairs bred at Rhyl, Prestatyn and Kinmel, all in Flintshire. Two or 
three pairs were resident at Towyn in Merionethshire from the spring 
onwards, and had increased to twelve birds by December. A resident 
flock in the Sketty area of Swansea in Glamorgan reached 13, also in 
December. In neither of these last two counties were nests found, 
though the increases in numbers were circumstantial evidence of 
breeding. In Caernarvonshire three or four birds summered in the 
county town, but without nesting. 

Scottish sight records came from the additional counties of Suther
land, Roxburghshire, Stirlingshire, Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire 
and Kirkcudbrightshire. About five pairs nested at Newburgh in 
Aberdeenshire, and one pair did so at Stonehaven in Kincardine
shire. In East Lothian several pairs bred at Aberlady and Gullane. 
Birds summered and increased at two Wigtownshire localities (Garlie-
ston and Portpatrick) and doubtless bred at both. One pair nested on 
Islay in the Inner Hebrides (Argyllshire) where, however, Collared 
Doves may have occurred the previous year. 

In 1963 there was a modest increase in the Irish Collared Doves. 
Four pairs bred in west Belfast (Co. Antrim), and two pairs bred in 
a new Co. Down locality (Bangor). One pair was present at Dun-
garvan in Co. Waterford, but without proof of nesting. In Co. 
Wexford one pair bred in the county town and 15 birds were present 
there in the autumn. Up to four were seen at Greystones in Co. 
Wicklow on several dates through the year (no proof of nesting). 
Isolated records came from Cos. Armagh, Donegal, Londonderry, 
Kerry and Mayo. 

In some English counties, especially those where Collared Doves 
had been breeding for several years, impressive numbers were being 
reported. In Kent in 1963 there were several hundred breeding pairs 
in the Isle of Thanet and 250-500 pairs on Romney Marsh. These 
were by far the largest concentrations, but aggregates of 100 or more 
birds were reported from Clacton.and Frinton in Essex, Hitchin in 
Hertfordshire, Felixstowe and Aldeburgh in Suffolk, East Runton 
and Great Yarmouth in Norfolk, Skegness in Lincolnshire, the 
Bristol area (Gloucestershire side) and Southport in Lancashire. In 
Scotland the largest numbers were to be found in Morayshire, with 
flocks of 60-70 at Covesea aftd Cluny; by the autumn of 1963 there 
must have been 250-300 in this county. It is worth stressing that, with 
the single exception of Hitchin, all these major concentrations were 
coastal. 

TC\(\A Since the next section of this paper is devoted to giving a 
J ' county-by-county assessment of the present status of the 

Collared Dove, it would be unnecessary duplication to give much space 
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Table 2. Numbers of counties of Britain and Ireland in which Collared 
Doves Streptopelia decaocto had been (a) recorded and (b) proved breeding by 

the end of 1964 

England 
Wales 
Isle of Man 
Scotland 
Ireland 

Totals 

Total 
counties 

40 

1 

33 
52 

119 

Species 
recorded 

39 
10 

1 
29 
16-

95 

Breeding 
proved 

34 
8 
0 

20 
12 

74 

here to the 1964 records. It is sufficient to say that this year produced a 
large crop of Scottish records, including the first nesting in Orkney, 
Caithness, Inverness-shire, Fife and Lanarkshire. Breeding also 
occurred for the first time in five counties in Ireland (Cos. Armagh, 
Londonderry, Mayo, Waterford and Wicklow), one in Wales 
(Monmouthshire) and one in England (Bedfordshire). An alert 
Yorkshireman traced a minor spread to Headingley (Leeds) by hearing 
Collared Doves calling in the background to a test-match commen
tary! 

The status of the Collared Dove at the end of the present study 
(31st December 1964) is summarised in table 2. 

PRESENT DISTRIBUTION 
This section reviews the distribution of the Collared Dove in Great 
Britain and Ireland in 1964 by means of abbreviated summaries under 
county headings; emphasis has been placed on breeding distribution. 
Within the principal divisions (i.e. England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland) 
the counties are listed in alphabetical order. I believe this arrange
ment is the most easily followed. To those who would have preferred 
some other geographical grouping, and in particular to Scots brought 
up with faunal areas, I freely apologise. 

In some instances when nests have not been found, breeding has been 
inferred from such circumstantial evidence as continued residence 
associated with increasing numbers or the appearance of juveniles. 
Frequent reference is made to large feeding flocks; it must be remem
bered that autumn flocks include juveniles and so reflect the nesting 
success as well as the size of the breeding population. 

Records refer to 1964 unless otherwise stated. 

ENGLAND 
(40 counties, recorded in 39, breeding in 34) 

Bedfordshire. First seen 1961, breeding 1964. Breeding at Bushmead Priory, 
near Eaton Socon (one pair); also seen regularly at a grain silo in Bedford from 
April onwards (up to four birds). 
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Berkshire. First seen i960, breeding 1963. Breeding at Wantage (one pair); 
also resident (? breeding) at Hungerford. 
Buckinghamshire. First seen 1960, breeding 1961. Breeding at Marsworth (one 
pair) and Iver (two pairs); also resident at Aston Clinton and Aylesbury (breeding 
not proved) and one or two birds seen in July in the Beaconsfield-Amersham area. 
Cambridgeshire. First seen i960, breeding 1961. Breeding at Wisbech (five to 
ten pairs), Littleport, Ely, Cambridge and Great Shelford (three to five pairs at 
each), at Wilburton (two pairs) and at Elm, Manea, Little Downham, Carlton and 
Soham (one pair at each). Single pairs also nested at March and Swavesey in 1963, 
but these areas were not visited in 1964. 

Cheshire. First seen 1959, breeding 1961. Particularly widespread in Wirral 
peninsula ■where resident at Wallasey (at least 24 pairs), Birkenhead (twelve pairs), 
Meols, Ness, Ellesmere Port, Stanlow, Bebington and Chester. In east Cheshire, 
resident in Altrincham and Sale areas; there was a flock of about 60 at Hale (near 
Sale) in autumn 1963. 

Cornwall. First seen Isles of Scilly 1957 and mainland 1959, breeding mainland 
1961. V.C.i (west): breeding at Penzance and near-by at Madron, at Porthgwarra 
(near Land's End), Lelant and St. Erth (near Hayle), in the Lizard peninsula (one 
autumn flock of 35) and at Falmouth (one flock of 26) and Redruth; also seen in 
summer at St. Ives and near-by at Carbis Bay. V.C.2 (east): very few except at 
Bude where good numbers breeding (at least 50-60 birds); present at Minver (near 
Wadebridge) in summer 1962, but no subsequent reports. Regular on passage in 
the Isles of Scilly, but not breeding. 

Cumberland. First seen 1959, breeding 1959. Resident at Anthorn (several 
pairs), Skinburness (up to 13 birds) and Carlisle (two or three pairs). Single pairs 
also nested at Dearham and Dovenby in 1963, but were not found in 1964. 
Derbyshire. First seen 1962, breeding 1963. Breeding at Spondon (three pairs) 
and Derby (one pair); probably also at Shardlow (up to 24 birds often seen), Pleasley 
(four, two calling, on 18th October) and Brailsford. 
Devon. First seen i960, breeding i960. V.C.3 (south): breeding at Plymouth (up 
to 30 birds), at Kingsbridge and near-by at Kellaton, and at Budleigh Salterton (up 
to 62 birds); summered at Exmouth in 1963. V.C.4 (north): breeding at Instow 
(up to 18 birds), Pilton (up to 16 birds) and Bideford (one pair); perhaps also at 
Knowle (up to 12 birds), at Northam and Fremington (both near Instow) and at 
Beaford (near Torrington). 
Dorset. First seen 1961, breeding 1961. Breeding in the Bridport-West Bexing-
ton area (a few pairs resident since 1962), at Portland (three pairs) and at Parkstone 
(near Poole) and Sherborne (single pairs at each). One pair nested unsuccessfully at 
Swanage in 1961, but not subsequently. 
Durham. First seen 1961, breeding 1961. Breeding at West Hartlepool (25-30 
pairs; flock of 201 on 20th October), in the South Shields area (six pairs at Cleadon) 
and at Sunderland (common with flocks of up to 24); probably also at Norton-on-
Tees (some summered and 25 birds in autumn); one pair bred at Darlington. 
Present at Houghton-le-Side (near Darlington) in 1962-63 -winter and one pair 
apparently bred in 1963, but no subsequent records. 
Essex. First seen 1957, breeding i960. Common along north-east coast between 
Walton-on-Naze and Clacton-on-Sea (feeding flocks of up to 200); also breeding at 
Mistley (two pairs), Harwich (at least eight pairs) and Bradwell-on-Sea (several pairs). 
Breeding in south-east at Thorpe Bay (40 birds in August) and has spread in Roch-
ford Hundred (50 at Great Wakering in September) inland to Rayleigh. Now 
spreading up the Thames valley and has reached Grays, but still very scarce in 
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central and west Essex where resident only at Ilford and Buckhurst Hill and in the 
Shenfield/Hutton area. 
Gloucestershire. First seen 1960, breeding 1961. Well-established in north 
Bristol (50-40 pairs and another pair or two just beyond the eastern boundary of the 
city; total of about 250 birds in autumn with principal feeding concentration at 
Avonmouth Docks where up to 200 noted); also resident at Slimbridge (ten pairs 
in spring, at least 30 birds in November) and Gloucester Docks (feeding flock of up 
to 53 birds). In north-east Gloucestershire (V.C.33) bred in 1963 at Sherbourne 
(two pairs) and Coin St. Aldwyn (one pair), but not located in 1964. 
Hampshire. First seen 1957, breeding 1961. Breeding on Hayling Island (at 
least ten pairs) and established at Lee-on-Solent (up to 30 birds), Hill Head and 
Stubbington; small numbers also breeding at Bournemouth, Christchurch, Barton-
on-Sea and Milton near-by, Sway, Totton and Cowplain, and perhaps at Gosport. 
In north Hampshire, up to five birds seen at Andover in summer. First recorded on 
Isle of Wight in 1962, now breeding at Ventnor (two or three pairs) and Sandown 
(flock of up to 40 birds); perhaps also at Shanklin (one or two birds in June 1963 
and April 1964). 
Herefordshire. First seen 1963. Ten to twelve birds located at Eardisland (near 
Leominster) in April 1964 were present all summer, but no nests were found and 
there were no reports of increased numbers in the autumn; thus breeding cannot be 
assumed. 
Hertfordshire. First seen 1957, breeding 1958. Breeding at Tonwell (flock of 37 
in August), Digswell (six pairs), Ware (flock of 78 in December), Hertford (flock of 
20 in spring/summer), Bramfield (nine pairs), Harmergreen (four pairs), Long 
Marston (five pairs) and Hitchin (feeding flock reached 105 in December 1963); 
also present in summer at Lilley and Chorleywood, but breeding not proved. 
Huntingdonshire. First seen 1963. One at Holywell on 28th January 1963 and 
two at St. Ives on 30th April and 13th May 1964 are the only records. 
Kent. First seen 1957, breeding 1957. By i960 some 30-40 pairs were breeding in 
the Isle of Thanet and there were others nesting at Staple and Tilmanstone (near 
Canterbury) and at Deal. By 1962 had spread west to Heme Bay and Whitstable 
and south through Dover to Romney Marsh. By 1964 was resident along much 
of the coast from Faversham to Dungeness, with extraordinarily large concentrations 
of at least 1,000 breeding pairs in the Isle of Thanet and 500-800 pairs on Romney 
Marsh. On the Thames and Medway estuaries, has bred at Cliffe and Hoo (but not 
regularly). Remains very scarce in central Kent, breeding only at Maidstone (ten 
pairs). There are far more Collared Doves in Kent than in any other county. 
Lancashire. First seen 1961, breeding 1961. Colonised the west coast from the 
south; still absent from east Lancashire. Present in greatest numbers between 
Ribble and Mersey estuaries, breeding in the Garston/Liverpool area (two pairs), 
at Ormskirk and near-by at Aughton, at Formby and Freshfield (three roosts totalled 
8p in 1963764 winter), in the Southport/Ainsdale area (roost in Hesketh Park reached 
a peak of 220 m December 1964) and at Leyland and Longton (one pair at each). 
North of the Ribble, breeds only at Lytham St. Annes (32 in one autumn flock) and 
perhaps at Fleetwood (seen in 1963 and 1964). 

Leicestershire. First seen 1961. One at Ratby on 12th May 1961 and two at 
Sileby in April-May 1964 are the only records. 
Lincolnshire. First seen 1957, breeding 1957. V.C.53 (south): breeding at 
Spalding (several pairs), Boston (ten pairs), Holbeach (four pairs) and Dawsmere 
(two pairs). V.C.54 (north): breeding in the Skegness area and at Gibraltar Point, 
Wainfleet and Burgh-le-Marsh, 120 being the largest single flock reported; also at 
Manton (flock of 60 in 1963), in the Cleethorpes-Grimsby area and at Gainsborough 
and Broughton, but no recent figures available. 
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London. First seen 1965. Reported only from Regent's Park: in 196$ one on 
2nd September; in 1964 ten (one party of five) in May, one in June and two in 
August. 
Middlesex. First seen 1962, breeding 1962. In 196} single pairs nested at Heston, 
Hounslow and Osterley and a pair was noted from time to time at Cranford. 1964 
records are incomplete, but ten birds were seen at Heston in the summer. 
Norfolk. First seen 1955, breeding 1955. Four principal centres: (1) the original 
Cromer area, where breeding from Sheringham to Overstrand (up to 142 birds at the 
largest feeding concentration at East Runton); (2) the Great Yarrriouth/Gorleston 
area, where at least 50 pairs and spreading to Caister, Winterton, Filby and Mautby; 
(3) the Hunstanton area, where about 35 pairs at Hunstanton and adjacent Ringstead 
and two pairs at Holme; and (4) the King's Lynn area, where only ten pairs located 
but a feeding flock of 110 at West Lynn in September indicates that there are more. 
A very few pairs also breeding on the north coast at Salthouse, Cley, Morston, 
Blakeney and Wells. Present at Taverham in summer 1963, but no later report. In 
central and west Norfolk, breeding at Brandon (about five pairs), Little Cressing-
ham (at least three pairs) and Downham Market (about five pairs), and seen during 
the breeding season at Swaffham and Seamere and in the East Harling/Bridgham 
area. 

Northamptonshire. First seen 1962, breeding 1963. Resident at Peakirk (seven 
nests found in 1964; flock of up to 123 in autumn) and Northampton (four pairs). 
Northumberland. First seen 1958, breeding 1958. Breeding at Ponteland (one 
pair), Gosforth (up to 30 birds in feeding flock), Alnmouth (at least four pairs) and 
Alnwick (two pairs); breeding also suspected but not confirmed in the Holywell 
Dene/Whitley Bay and Craster/Howick areas. 
Nottinghamshire. First seen 1959, breeding 1959. Breeding at Worksop and 
near-by at Osberton (feeding flock of up to 45 birds), at Newark and near-by at 
Farndon (feeding flock of 34 birds in 1961, but no more recent figure), at Notting
ham (four or five pairs), Radcliffe-on-Trent (24 birds in March) and Egmantori near 
Tuxford (five pairs), and at West Bridgford, East Bridgford, Beeston and Farns-
field (single pairs at each). 
Oxfordshire. First seen 1962, breeding 1963. Breeding at Islip (15 birds in 
spring) and Kidlington (three pairs); single pairs also summered at Langford (near 
Bampton) in 1963 and at Chesterton (near Bicester) in 1964, and a flock of up to 31 
was present at Sonning Eye in November-December 1963, but no proof of breeding 
in these areas. 
Rutland. Not recorded (the only English county in this category). 
Shropshire. First seen 1961, breeding 1961. Breeding at Cronkhill near Atcham 
(three pairs; flock of 30 in October) and at Ludlow and Wellington (one pair at 
each); one pair also present in Shrewsbury in summer, but no evidence of nesting. 
Somerset. First seen 1962, breeding 1963. Breeding at Porlock (50 birds on 26th 
November) and Williton (one or two pairs), at Bridgwater (four pairs) and near-by at 
Dunball (up to 40 birds) and at Weston-super-Mare and Pill (south Bristol) (one 
pair at each); also seen in summer ( ? nesting) at Nettlecombe (near Williton), Pawlett 
(near Dunball), Highbridge and Clevedon. 
Staffordshire. First seen 1961, breeding 1963. Breeding at Hamstall Ridware 
and Haselow Hall (near Tamworth) (three pairs at each), at Coven Heath (two 
or three pairs) and at Rangemore (near Burton-on-Trent) and King's Bromley (one 
pair at each); also seen, perhaps nesting, at Stafford, Whittington (near Lichfield), 
Essington and Blithfield. 
Suffolk. First seen 1956, breeding 1959. As in other southern and eastern coun-
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ties, the largest concentrations are coastal. Breeding in several places in the Lowes
toft area from Corton to Pakefield (24 the largest flock), at Kessingland, Southwold 
and Walberswick (one pair at each), and at Thorpeness (several pairs), Aldeburgh 
(common, probably 90-100 birds), Orford (two pairs), Felixstowe (common, over 
100 birds), Shotley (a few pairs) and Ipswich (two pairs). Rare inland, the only 
two breeding sites being at Lakenheath (two pairs) and Ixworth (at least five pairs). 

Surrey. First seen 1956, breeding i960. In metropolitan Surrey, resident at 
Epsom (three pairs), Banstead (several sites, 40+ in one chicken run in August), 
Sutton (at least three pairs) and Carshalton (one pair); eleven birds also seen at 
Woodmansterne in August 1963, but not subsequently, and up to six birds fed in a 
Rejgate garden in the summer of 1964. Outside the London area, breeding at 
Shamley Green near Guildford (feeding flocks up to 25); also present near-by in 
Wonersh Park in 1963. 

Sussex. First seen 1958, probably breeding 1958, certainly breeding i960. V.C.13 
(west): resident at West Wittering (a few pairs), Selsey (15-20 pairs), Middleton (one 
pair) and Littlehampton (up to 30 birds together) and in the East Preston/Ferring 
area (several pairs). V.C.14 (east): breeding at Ringmer (one pair) and more com
monly along the coast between Little Common and St. Leonards (flocks of up to 40); 
seen during the summer at Seaford and Eastbourne and doubtless breeding since up 
to 80 present at Beachy Head in autumn. Ringmer is eight miles inland; otherwise 
the Sussex breeding localities are all coastal. 

Warwickshire. First seen 1962, breeding 1963. Breeding at Harborne in south
west Birmingham (13 birds in late summer 1964); also present, perhaps nesting, at 
Perry Bar and Edgbaston (Birmingham suburbs), Bartley, Coventry and Ettington. 

Westmorland. First seen 1963. Reported only from Appleby: in 1963 fhree-on 
7th May and singles on 12th June and 3rd July; in 1964 two between 19th and 31st 
May. 

Wiltshire. First seen 1962, breeding 1962. Resident at Marlborough (about 20 
pairs) and Amesbury (three pairs) and in the Salisbury/Coombe Bissett area (several 
pairs). 

Worcestershire. First seen 1961, breeding 1961. Resident at Worcester (one 
pair), Sheriffs Lench (one pair), Pershore (one pair), Evesham (three pairs), Kidder
minster (several pairs) and Spetchley (up to 50 birds). 

Yorkshire. First seen 1958, breeding 1959. V.C.61 (east): breeding at Hull (ten or 
more pairs) and near-by at Hessle (three or more pairs), and at Easington (four or 
five pairs), Skeffling (one pair), Patrington (two pairs), Lissett (one or two pairs) 
and Flamborough (several pairs); also seen in summer (breeding not confirmed) at 
five localities near Hull (Howden, Walkington, Skidby, Cottingham, Hedon), at 
two near Patrington (Welwick, Weeton), at Hornsea, and at Bridlington and two 
adjacent villages (Sewerby, Rudston). V.C.62 (north-east): breeding at Middles
brough (flock of 35 in spring) and Kirkleatham near Redcar (several pairs); also 
seen, possibly nesting, at Cloughton (near Scarborough), Cropton and Whitby. 
V.C.63 (south-west): breeding at Goole (two or three pairs and probably also near
by at Rawcliffe and Snaith), in several districts of Sheffield (flocks of up to 16) and 
at Knottingley, Doncaster and near-by Sprotborough (one or two pairs at each); 
also seen in summer at Badsworth, Hemsworth, Ackworth and Walton. V.C.64 
(mid-west): breeding in several parts of Leeds (flock of 40 at Miles Hill in March); 
one pair bred at South Milford (28 birds in December) and others bred near-by at 
Byram cum Poole (flock of 22 in-ByrarrvPark in December 1963) and Sutton (near 
Knottingley, see above): V.C.65 (north-west): not recorded. 
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WALES ( INCLUDING MONMOUTHSHIRE) 
(13 counties, recorded in ten, breeding in eight) 

Anglesey. First seen i960, breeding 1962. Breeding at Valley (flock of 58 in 
spring; 15 pairs bred) and near-by at Four Mile Bridge (two pairs; 25 birds in 
December) and Llanfwrog (one pair). Lengthy stays recorded in 1963 or 1964 at 
Hermon (near Bodorgan), Beaumaris and Llangefni, and ten birds at Amlwch in 
October 1964, but no evidence of breeding in these localities. 
Breconshire. Not recorded. 
Caernarvonshire. First seen 1959. Often recorded on passage, especially on 
Bardsey Island. Three or four birds seen regularly at Caernarvon between June 
1963 and December 1964, but no evidence of nesting. 
Cardiganshire. First seen i960, breeding 1961. Resident at Llanon (near 
Aberayron) and Cardigan (fewer than five pairs at each). 
Carmarthenshire. Not recorded. 
Denbighshire. First seen 1962, breeding 1962. Resident at Ruthin (one pair) and 
Trevor (near Llangollen) (one or two pairs). 
Flintshire. First seen 1963, breeding 1963. Breeding at Rhyl and Prestatyn 
(numbers not known) and at Kinmel on the Denbighshire border (one pair). 
Glamorgan. First seen 1962, breeding 1963. Established in west Swansea 
(Sketty, Singleton Park, West Cross districts); there was a peak of 29 birds at the 
favoured feeding site in June. 
Merionethshire. First seen 1961, breeding 1963. Resident at Towyn (one nest 
found; up to 12 birds seen together). 
Monmouthshire. First seen 1962, breeding 1964. Resident at Newport (two 
pairs summered; one known to have bred) and near-by at Bassaleg (flock of 30 in 
October; breeding presumed). 
Montgomeryshire. First seen 1962. One at Bodfach (near Llanfyllin) on n t h 
June 1962 is the sole record. 
Pembrokeshire. First seen 1961, breeding 1961. Breeding at St. Davids (several 
pairs) and at Goodwick (near Fishguard) and Hodgeston (near Pembroke) (one or 
two pairs at each); perhaps also at Tenby (up to seven birds). Some summered at 
Haverfordwest in 1962 (courtship observed) and at Hasguard in 1963, but did not 
breed at either. 
Radnorshire. Not recorded. 

ISLE OF MAN 

Recorded only on passageon the Calf:, single ones on 3.1st .May 1962 and 20th April 
1963, and in 1964 at least five between 2nd April and 22nd May and another on 
25 th September. 

SCOTLAND 
(33 count ies , r eco rded in 29, b r eed ing in at least 20) 

Aberdeenshire. First noted (heard) i960, breeding 1963. Resident at Newburgh 
(at least six pairs) and near-by at Tarty (flock of 25 in December), and at Peterhead 
(one pair); also often seen in summer at Old Aberdeen in 1961 and 1962 (no recent 
information) and at Fraserburgh in 1964, but no evidence of nesting. 
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Angus. First seen 1962, breeding 1962. In 1964 one nest found at Arbroath and 
another near-by at Arbirlot; several birds in the area. One (possibly two) birds at 
Broughty Ferry in July-August. ,,. 
Argyllshire. First seen 1963, breeding 196}. In 1964 one pair bred at Campbel
town and up to four birds were present at Southend (both in Kintyre); probably 
three pairs summered (one nest found) on Islay in the Inner Hebrides. On the 
island of Iona two birds were seen in autumn 1963 and again in April 1964, the 
number then rising gradually to 13 in August but dropping again to two by 7th 
September and breeding not confirmed. 
Ayrshire. First seen 1957, perhaps breeding 1957, certainly breeding 1959. The 
original colony (at Girvan) disappeared during the 1961-62 winter, by which time 
it involved about 20 birds. Resident at Ayr since 1963 (flock of 15 in autumn 1964); 
one bird summered at Troon in 1964. 
Banffshire. First seen i960, circumstantial evidence of breeding i960. Recorded 
only from the town of Banff where resident since i960; 45 birds in the main feeding 
concentration in 1964-65 winter. 
Berwickshire. First seen 1961, breeding 1961. Nested at Coldingham in 1961 
and two pairs present there in 1964 (but not recorded in 1962-63). Resident at 
Cockburnspath (up to 12 birds) and across county boundary (see Dunglass, East 
Lothian). Said to be 'plentiful' at Lennel (near Coldstream) in autumn 1962, but no 
later reports forthcoming. Up to six birds resident at Duns in summer 1964 
(? nesting). 

Bute. Not recorded. 
Caithness. First seen 1964, breeding 1964. Migrants seen at Lybster, Berriedale 
and Thurso in May; single pairs naSted at Wick and Castle Mey, and three birds 
summered at Noss Head (near Wick). 
Clackmannanshire. First seen 1964. Two at Dollar on 4th August increased to 
five by October. This is the only record. 
Dumfriesshire. First seen 1961, breeding 1961. Resident only in the area of 
Dumfries, breeding there and three miles away at Carnsalloch (probably 20 birds 
altogether,, 14 being the largest single flock seen). Many non-breeding records. 

Dunbartonshire. First seen 1964. One bird at Kilcreggan on several dates be
tween 14th May and 20th June; three in Dumbarton on 22nd July, but only one on 
2nd August. These are the only records. 
East Lothian. First seen 1962, breeding 1963. Some six to ten pairs on the 
Dunglass Estate adjacent to the county boundary with Berwickshire; also breeds at 
Gullane (at least 36 birds in July) and Aberlady (at least 20 birds in July). Up to 15 
birds seen at Innerwick during the 1963-64 winter, but not since; in 1964 single pairs 
seen at Djrleton in June and at North Berwick in early summer, and two or three 
birds regularly visited a garden at Dunbar. 

Fife. First seen 1959, breeding 1964. Single pairs bred successfully at Dunferm
line and Crail in 1964; the latter may have been there in 1963; a pair often seen at 
Leslie between spring 1961 and late 1963, but no evidence of nesting. Many non-
breeding records. 
Inverness-shire. First seen i960, breeding 1964. Mainland: one pair bred in 
Inverness in 1964; also recorded from Rothiemurchus on 2nd July 1961, Fort 
William on 18th May 1963 and 24th June 1964, and near Gorthleck (Loch Ness) on 
6th September 1964. Inner Hebrides: single ones at Kinloch (Rhum) from 5th 
to 7th May i960 and at Cleadale (Eigg) on 20th July 1964; one at Upper Duntuilm 
(Skye) in May 1964 and two there from 4th July onwards. See also Outer Hebrides. 
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Kincardineshire. First seen 1961, breeding 1965. At least one breeding pair at 
Stonehaven (eight to thirteen birds in September 1964); regularly visited a gardenjat 
Inverbervie between 1961 and 1964 (six birds in January 1964), but no evidence of 
nesting. 

Kinross-shire. Not recorded. 
Kirkcudbrightshire. First seen 1963. One on Munches Estate, Dalbeattie, on 
27th May 1965. This is the only record. 
Lanarkshire. First seen 1963, breeding 1964. At least two males calling at 
Cambuslang in summer 1964, and a juvenile seen in August. Otherwise recorded 
only in north-west Glasgow on 20th August 1964. 
Midlothian. First seen i960, breeding 1961. Well-established in the Edmon-
stone, Newington, Liberton and Granton areas of Edinburgh (24 at Liberton on 
20th October the largest flock). Up to three present in July at West Calder, but no 
evidence of nesting. 

Morayshire. First seen 1957, breeding 1957. Well-established in the original 
area at Covesea (15 to 17 pairs) and has spread to Duflus (16 to 17 pairs), Gordons-
toun (ten to twelve pairs), Hopeman (six to eight pairs), Lossiemouth (one pair) and 
Elgin (several pairs); resident in Forres area since i960 and a feeding flock at Cluny 
reached a peak of 67 in early 1963 when concentrated by hard weather; also one pair 
at Alves (midway between Covesea and Forres). Morayshire is the Scottish 
stronghold. 

Nairnshire. First seen 1961. Up to three in Nairn itself between 1961 and 1963; 
at least two at Househill (one mile away) in July 1964. No proof of breeding, 
.though a nest blown down in a gale in September 1961 may have belonged to this 
species. 

Orkney. First seen 1962, breeding 1964. Mainland: resident since autumn 1963 
at Finstown and near-by at Binscarth Wood where a nest with eggs found in 1964 
and up to seven birds present later that summer. Shapinsay: present in summer 
1963 in Balfour Castle Plantations where apparently a nest built but no eggs laid. 
Several passage records. 

Outer Hebrides (strictly part of Ross and Inverness, and not a separate county, but 
treated here under this heading for comparison with Orkney and Shetland). First 
seen i960, breeding 1962. Lewis: breeds at Stornoway (about five or six pairs) 
and perhaps at Uig Lodge. South Uist: one or two birds at Grogarry in May and 
August and at Iochdar in August. Barra: one on 3rd June. 
Peebleshire. Not recorded. 
Perthshire. First seen i960, breeding 1962. Resident in Perth itself where 15 
birds in 1963-64 winter and 19 in following July; in 1964 one pair also bred at 
Longforgan and up to 12 birds seen (? breeding) at Balmanno (near Bridge of 
Earn). Non-breeding records from Comrie, Muthil, Pitlochry, Blairgowrie, Rat
tray and Aberfeldy. 
Renfrewshire. First seen 1963. Six birds at Paisley in November 196} did not • 
overwinter, but a pair reappeared in June 1964 and stayed; up to three birds resident 
at Bridge of Weir since June 1963 (courtship behaviour seen spring 1964). No 
evidence of breeding at either locality. 
Ross-shire. First seen 1962, breeding 1962. The original colony at Bindal (Tar-
bat), where 50 birds in autumn 1963, has spread to Brucefield and Portmahomack; 
also resident now at Invergordon (two or three pairs), Alness (three pairs), Balavil 
near Conon Bridge (three pairs), Ethie near Cromarty (a few pairs) and Kilmuir on 
the Black Isle (three or four pairs). Only two records from Wester Ross: one bird 
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at Sheildaig in March 1964 and three at Tournaig (Loch Ewe) in July. See also 
Outer Hebrides. 
Roxburghshire. First seen 1963. Two birds at Bonchester Bridge on 27th March 
1965. This is the only record. 
Selkirkshire. Not recorded. 
Shetland. First seen i960. In 1964 one to three birds were present for over a 
month at Bixter, a pair summered at Kergord (one bird disappearing in August) 
and another pair summered at Lerwick (three adults September onwards), but no 
evidence of breeding in any of these localities. Often recorded on passage (annual 
at Fair Isle in spring). 
Stirlingshire. First seen 196}. Two birds at Killearn between 23rd April and 
mid-May 1963. This is the only record. 
Sutherland. First seen 1963. In the south-east, up to six birds at Dornoch from 
27th April to end-June 1964 and occasionally thereafter, but did not breed; one at 
Golspie on 9th June 1964. In the north and west, single birds at Elphin in June 
1963 and near Bettyhill on 10th June 1964; three present near Durness since June 
1964, but no evidence of nesting. 
West Lothian. First seen i960, circumstantial evidence of breeding i960. Resi
dent since i960 at Bo'ness, where at Teast 40 counted at a roost. One pair bred at 
Linlithgow in 1964 and there were eight birds in November. 
Wigtownshire. First seen 1963, breeding 1963. Established at Garlieston, 
where three nests were found in 1964 and a feeding flock reached 16 on 1st October. 
At Portpatrick a pair summered in 1963 and there were eight birds by November 
(breeding inferred); no reports from there for 1964. 

IRELAND 
(32 counties, recorded in 16, breeding in twelve) 

Co. Antrim. First seen 1963, breeding 1963. Reported only from Belfast, where 
well-established: several pairs located in Dunville Park (flock of 75 in November) 
and one and a half miles away in the area of Cadogan Park (flock of 2 8 in September); 
also at least three pairs in the Antrim Road area of north Belfast. 
Co. Armagh. First seen 1963, breeding 1964. Two birds seen at Lurgan in 
December 1963; of five pairs there the following year, two certainly bred and doubt
less the others did also; at least 31 birds (many juveniles) present in the area that 
autumn. 
Co. Carlow. Not recorded. 
Co. Cavan. Not recorded. 
Co. Clare. Not recorded., 
Co. Cork. First seen 1962, breeding 1962. Resident at Ballinacurra (two pairs), 
Ballinhassig (one nest found; eight birds in December) and a Cork City suburb (one 
pair; a juvenile seen on 4th November). Recorded on Cape Clear Island in 1964 
(one on 16th June and two between 22nd and 27th October). 
Co. Donegal. First seen 1961. Individuals reported from Inishtrahull (i8th 
July 1961, 29th May 1964, 6th June 1964) and Tory Island (n th - i j t h July 1963). 
Two to four birds seen regularly at Keenagh (near Malin Head) between June and 
September 1964, but no evidence of nesting. 
Co. Down. First seen 1959, breeding i960. Breeding at Comber (seemingly only 
one pair, though 12 birds in March), Bangor (at least three pairs), Donaghadee (two 
pairs) and Ballywalter and Annsborough (one pair at each). Three birds seen at 
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Newtownards in June, three in the Slieve Croobe area in August, and two at Grey-
abbey in September; no evidence of nesting in these places. 
Co. Dublin. First seen 1959, breeding 1959. Established in the north Dublin 
City suburbs of Glasnevin, Whitehall and Collinstown (population size uncertain 
but not less than five pairs). Also resident, doubtless breeding, at Baldoyle since 
1961 (17 birds in 1964). Three birds seen at Balbriggan in August-September 1964, 
and a pair present (? nesting) at Portrane (near Donabate) at this time. 
Co. Fermanagh. First seen 1962, breeding 1962. Reported only from Thomp
sons Bridge, near Enniskillen, where one pair has bred since 1962. 
Co. Galway. Not recorded. 
Co. Kerry. First seen 1962. One bird at Blennerville during September-December 
1962, two at Tralee on n t h August 1963, and in 1964 three at Waterville on 2nd 
June and two at Tralee on 12th September and 1st October. 
Co. Kildare. Not recorded. 
Co. Kilkenny. Not recorded. 
Co. Leitrim. Not recorded. 
Co. Leix. Not recorded. 
Co. Limerick. Not recorded. 
Co. Londonderry. First seen 1963, breeding 1964. Two pairs (one proved to 
have bred) in Londonderry itself; nine birds present by November. One bird seen 
at Lough Beg in June 1963, and another singleton present at Downhill during 1963 
and 1964. 
Co. Longford. Not recorded. 
Co. Louth. Not recorded. 
Co. Mayo. First seen 1963, breeding 1964. One near Newport in the spring 
of 1963; three in the same place in May 1964 increased to ten or twelve by September; 
breeding inferred. Individuals also noted in 1964 at Belmullet on 30th May and 
near Crossmolina on 1st June. 
Co. Meath. Not recorded. 
Co. Monaghan. First seen 1964. One pair present at Kilnacloy House, Mona-
ghan, from about May, but there was no evidence of nesting and no more than the 
two birds were ever seen. 
Co. Oflaly. First seen 1962, breeding 1962. Known only from Tullamore, where 
it has nested since 1962. Four pairs are known to have bred in 1964; a feeding 
flock reached a maximum of 25 in October 1963. 
Co. Roscommon. Not recorded. 
Co. Sligo. First seen 1964. One at Easky during August. This is the only record. 
Co. Tipperary. Not recorded. 
Co. Tyrone. Not recorded. 
Co. Waterford. First seen 1963, breeding 1964. One pair arrived at Dungarvan 
in the spring of 1963 and certainly bred in 1964 when a second pair may have done so 
near-by. Up to six birds present at Dunmore East in 1963 and 1964 (? breeding). 
One caught near Kilrossanty in autumn 1964. 
Co. Westmeath. Not recorded. 
Co. Wexford. First seen 1962, breeding 1963. Several pairs have bred in the 
town of Wexford since 1963 (flock of 15 in October 1963). One bird on Great 
Saltee on 3rd May 1962 and another present at New Ross for three weeks in June-
July 1962. 
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Co. Wicklow. First seen 1963, breeding 1964. Resident at Greystones (three 
pairs bred) and near-by at Killinacarrig (one pair). Single birds reported from 
Avoca in the summer and at Rathnew on 5 th September. 

E S T I M A T I N G T H E T O T A L N U M B E R S 

How many Collared Doves are there in the British Isles ? In table 3 I 
have produced minimal estimates for each of the ten years from when 
they were first recorded in Norfolk. 

In the early years (1955-57) it was possible to census them, but as 
rapid increase and expansion have continued so counting has had to be 
replaced by estimation. The Collared Dove has not yet achieved 
numerical stability; in other words, the birth rate still exceeds the death 
rate, as is evidenced by the continued increase and spread. For this 
reason I have included juveniles as well as adults in my estimates; these 
estimates, then, refer to peak numbers at the end of the breeding season 
and before the natural heavy juvenile mortality has taken its toll. 

I stress that my estimates are minimal. When a feeding concentra
tion exists I have taken its peak number as being the total for the 
locality; yet it is unlikely that 100% of a local population would be in 
one place at one time. Where the population size has been given me in 
terms of breeding pairs I have allowed four young per pair in my 
estimates; yet Hofstetter (1954) found a mean of five young per pair in 
his German study. In those instances where the number of breeding 
pairs was not specified I have assumed this to be three pairs. Where 
no information is available for one year for an established colony I have 
used the figure of the previous year; where there is a gap of several 
years (an extreme example being the Isle of Thanet in Kent, with 30-40 
pairs in i960 and 1,000+ pairs in 1964, but no figures for 1961-63) I 
have assumed that the annual increase was at a standard rate and 
allowed accordingly. There will now be Collared Doves breeding 
in sites unknown to ornithologists, so widespread has this species 
become. 

Table 3. Minimum estimates of the population of Collared Doves Streptopelia 
decaocto in Britain and Ireland, 1955-64 

'N England' and'S England' are divided by a line from the Severn to the Wash, with 
the counties of Lincoln, Leicester, Warwick and Worcester included in the northern 

part and Northampton and Gloucester in the southern 

S Eng land 
N Eng land 
Wales 
Scotland 
Ireland 

Totals 

1955 

4 
-
-
-
- ■ 

4 

1956 

16 
-
-
-
-

16 

1957 

35 
5 
-
5 

45 

1958 

80 
10 

-
10 

— 

1 0 0 

1959 

1 3 0 
4 0 

-
2 5 
10 

205 

i960 

4 9 0 
1 0 0 

-
7° 
15 

675 

1961 

1,270 
4 0 0 

20 
185 

25 

1,900 

1962 

3.59° 
7 2 0 

45 
2 6 0 

35 

4,650 

1963 1964 

7.8io 14,545 
1,610 2,565 

95 270 
580 1,115 
105 360 

10,200 18,855 
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Table 4. Numbers of localities in which Collated Doves Streptopelia dtcaocto 

were resident in Britain and Ireland, 195 5-64 
'N England' and 'S England' are divided by a line from the Severn to the Wash, 
with the counties of Lincoln, Leicester, Warwick and Worcester included in the 

northern part and Northampton and Gloucester in the southern 

1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 i960 1961 1961 1963 1964 

S England 
N England 
Wales' 
Scotland 
Ireland 

Totals 
% increase 

i 

-
-
-
-
1 

2 

-
-
-
-
2 

1 0 0 

3 
1 

-
2 

-
6 

2 0 0 

10 

3 
-
2 

-

15 
1 5 0 

*5 
9 
-
3 
2 

2 9 

93 

} 2 

15 
-
9 
2 

58 
1 0 0 

59 
36 

3 
16 

3 

117 
1 0 2 

1 0 4 
62 

7 
2 4 

7 

2 0 4 

74 

177 
1 0 0 

15 
38 
12 

342 
67 

2 3 0 
144 

25 
76 
26 

501 

46 

I t will be seen that the minimum total of Collared Doves in Britain 
and Ireland in 1964 was 18,855 birds (of which, incidentally, nearly 
10,000 were in Kent). As these estimates were based on the assump
tion that each pair rears four young per year, so the totals will consist of 
about one-third adults and two-thirds juveniles. An annual mortality 
of 14% of adults and 40% of juveniles is tentatively suggested on the 
basis of survival data published by Hofstetter (1954); as yet there is 
no comparable British study. If the German figures are applicable to 
British Collared Doves (though this is likely, it should not be taken for 
granted), then by the onset of the 1965 breeding season the 18,85 5 w u l 
most probably have dropped to approximately 13,000. However, to 
this latter figure must be added the uncertain quantity (probably to be 
reckoned now in hundreds rather than tens) of new immigrants from 
the Continent. It is likely that such immigration is largely responsible 
for the big build-up in the south-east (especially in Kent) in the last few 
years. 

It is difficult to assess the annual rate of increase. The Thanet 
example previously cited indicates that the figures in table 3 should not 
be used for this purpose. An alternative is to take the more precise 
figures obtainable for the number of localities in which Collared Doves 
were known to be resident each year. These are given in table 4. 
The samples for 195 5-5 7 are small and that for 1964 may be incomplete, 
but between 1958 and 1963 inclusive the rate of annual increase in 
number of sites ranged from 67% to 150%, a mean of 98% per year. 

Fisher (195 3: 167) quoted Keve (1944), which I have not seen in the 
original, to the effect that in Hungary between 1932 and 1943 the 
number of Collared Dove localities increased by about 30% per annum 
(falling after 1943). Mathiasson (1962: 422), summarising the first 
twelve years (1949-61) of the Collared Dove in Sweden, estimated 
there were 1,200 in that country in the 1961-62 winter. A recent 
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analysis of the increase in the Netherlands has been made by Leys 
(1964: 256): after ten years of residence (1949-58) there were approxi
mately 600 breeding pairs. Of course, the Netherlands is a small 
country, one-ninth the size of the British Isles. An area of comparable 
size in south-east England (east of a line from the Wash to Sussex, but 
including Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire) held approximately 
2,150 breeding pairs after a similar ten-year interval (1955-64). Not 
until the thirteenth year did the Dutch population reach this size. 

It is thus certain that the rate of increase of the Collared Dove in the 
British Isles has been greater than in Hungary and Sweden, and that in 
south-east England (only) the increase has been more rapid than in the 
Netherlands. It seems that the species is destined to increase quickly 
in our islands. 

DISPERSAL 
The Collared Dove is apparently resident (save for local feeding move
ments) in established breeding areas, yet a proportion of the population 
will move great distances to colonise new areas. In this way the 
species has spread the 1,500 miles from Belgrade to the Outer Hebrides 
in only 30 years. It is conjectured (but not proved) that established 
breeding adults are for the most part resident and that young birds are 
mainly responsible for the spread to new areas. Although immigra
tion from the Continent is believed to occur annually, there are at 
present only three recoveries of ringed birds. Two of these came 
from Herford in German Westphalia: a juvenile ringed in July 1961 
was caught near Perranporth, Cornwall, in June 1962; and an adult 
ringed in December 1963 was found dead at Sunderland, Co. Durham, 
in November 1964. The third recovery was of one (age unknown) 
ringed at Barneveld (Gelderland) in the Netherlands in January 1964 
and found injured the following September at South Benfleet, Essex.* 

Having been impressed by the preponderance of spring dates among 
records of non-breeding birds (especially at the bird observatories) I 
have made an attempt at ascertaining the timing of dispersal. For this 
purpose I have divided the records into the following seven categories, 
of which A to F relate exclusively to occurrences in non-breeding 
areas: 
A those from northern and western bird observatories (Fair Isle, Calf of Man, 

Hilbre Island, Bardsey Island, Skokholm, Lundy, St. Agnes, Saltee, Cape Clear 
and Tory Island) 

B those from eastern and southern bird observatories (Isle of May, Monks' House, 
Spurn Point, Walberswick, Sandwich Bay, Dungeness and Portland, but exclud
ing Gibraltar Point, Cley and Selsey because of resident populations in those 
areas) 

*At the time of going to press, it is learnt that another Dutch-ringed Collared 
Dove was recovered at Lytham St. Annes, Lancashire, in January 1965; this had 
been ringed as an adult at Wageningen (Gelderland) in February 1964. The total 
of foreign-ringed ones found in Britain is thus now four. 
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C those from English and Welsh counties in which nesting had not at the time 
been recorded 

D those from non-breeding areas in English and Welsh counties where nesting had 
been recorded 

E those from Scottish and Irish counties in which nesting had not at the time been 
recorded 

F those from non-breeding areas in Scottish and Irish counties where nesting had 
been recorded 

G those from likely or proved breeding areas where the dates of initial arrival are 
known with confidence (actually less than one-fifth of the total) 

From the monthly totals in table 5 it can be seen that, for every 
category, May has the largest number of records followed by either 
April or June. A possible source of bias must be mentioned: males 
sing more in spring and will thus be more readily located; this may 
reflect in category G in particular (though not at all in categories A and 
B). However, it is quite clear that there is more movement in the 
three months April-June than at any other time of the year. For each 
category I have calculated x2 t o t e s t t^ie preponderance of spring 
records; in all cases they are statistically significant at the level P< .001. 

The figures for category G in table 5 are my only direct evidence that 
spread and colonisation principally occur in the spring, while the 
figures for categories A to F show seasonal mobility in keeping with 
this hypothesis. It is noticeable that at the permanent feeding sites 
there is a progressive build-up in numbers during the summer and 
autumn, as juveniles appear, and a marked decline (i.e. dispersal) in 
spring (see, for example, the counts for East Runton, Norfolk, on page 
133). Autumnal records in table 5 must not be ignored, however, and 
these include a few from isolated spots (such as bird observatories and a 
lightship) that cannot be local dispersal. Nevertheless, there is no 
doubt that autumn movements are on a very much smaller scale than 
those for the spring. 

Table 5. Records of Collared Doves Streptopelia decaocto in Britain and Ireland, 
1955-64, distributed to show timing of movement 

Categories A-G are explained on pages 131-132. For the purposes of this table, any 
party has been counted as a single record and, when the bird or birds concerned have 

stayed on, only the first date has been used 

Category 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 

Totals 

Jan 

-
-
2 

7 
2 

-
1 

1 2 

Feb 

-
-
-
3 
1 

-
2 

6 

Mar 

1 

13 
2 

1 1 

2 

1 

1 2 

42 

Apr 

8 
25 
1 1 

59 
6 
5 

1 4 

1 2 8 

May 

36 
46 
2 2 

9i 
28 
1 0 

37 

2 7 0 

Jun 

14 
1 8 

7 
29 
19 

5 
19 

i n 

Jul 

2 

7 
1 0 

3i 
6 
1 

2 

59 

Aug 

2 

2 1 

1 0 

26 
4 
I. 
3 

67 

Sep 

4 
16 
6 

34 
6 
1 

2 

69 

Oct 

1 1 

1 0 

2 

33 
1 

3 
-

60 

Nov 

1 

-
2 

13 
-
-
-

16 

Dec 

_ 
-
2 

1 0 

-
-
1 

13 
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HABITAT, FEEDING AND FLOCKING 
A factor which has facilitated the recording of the Collared Dove's 
spread is its close association with man. This trait is far from being 
peculiar to the British population; it has been commented on by many 
authors writing of Asian as well as European Collared Doves. 

Throughout the British Isles the species shows a marked preference 
for human habitation and is perhaps more at home in the parks and 
gardens (even churchyards) of towns and villages than in open farm
land. Large private gardens with ample nesting cover, typically with 
cypresses Cupressus or pines Pinus of good height, are especially 
favoured. For example, most of the i ,000+ pairs in the Isle of Thanet 
(Kent) are concentrated in town gardens and parks, with just a few on 
peripheral farmland. It cannot be denied that the Collared Dove is 
an attractive addition to the avifauna of urban and suburban gardens, 
where substantial numbers may build up when food is regularly dis
tributed for them. 

Like all the European Columbidae, the species is granivorous. It is 
familiarly associated with poultry, especially where hens are kept on 
open range. That this can be an important source of food, particularly 
in built-up areas, is illustrated by a Surrey example: a small flock fed 
in an open chicken run at Carshalton during the 1961-62 winter, but all 
disappeared in April when the hens were removed. The first Not
tinghamshire Collared Doves were attracted by grain spread during the 
rearing of Pheasants Pbasianus colchicus. Large flocks may be found 
where grain is used (as at corn-mills and makings) or spilled (as at 
docks). Good examples of the former exist at Worksop and Newark 
in Nottinghamshire, and of the latter at Avonmouth Docks in Glouces
tershire. Feeding on agricultural land may become more widespread 
as the species increases, but at present this is principally a feature of the 
late summer and autumn when stubble fields are the attraction. Some 
fresh green food is consumed and there have been complaints of 
damage in gardens, especially to brassicas and lettuce. 

Though strictly territorial in the immediate vicinity of the nest, 
concentrations at favoured feeding sites (gardens, granaries, poultry 
runs and so on) will persist throughout the year. Many examples of 
these could be given. One of the largest is at East Runton in Norfolk 
where Collared Doves are concentrated in a private garden by regular 
feeding: in 1964 the monthly maxima here were n o in January and 
February, 136 in March, 108 in April, 95 in May, 73 in June, 71 in 
July, 110 in August, 116 in September, 121 in October, 142 in Novem
ber and 127 in December. Peak numbers at these feeding sites 
generally occur in autumn when the maximum numbers of juveniles 
are present; death during the winter and emigration in spring serve 
to reduce the level, which is at its lowest during the early summer. 

Flocks assume a more permanent character in autumn. Communal 
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roosting is a regular feature outside the breeding season. Obviously 
these roosts build up and dwindle gradually. One such roost (in 
•willows on an island in a lake) in Hesketh Park, Southport, Lancashire, 
held 50 on 21st October 1964 and had increased to 220 by 16th Decem
ber. A much smaller one (in ivy choking a tall hedge) at Long Mars-
ton, Hertfordshire, did not disperse in 1964 until 17th May; it will be 
remembered that the spring of 1964 was a cold one and the breeding 
season was retarded as a consequence. 

BREEDING 
As yet there is little information on the breeding biology of the Col
lared Dove in Britain. The B.T.O. Nest Record Scheme has 20 cards 
for this species; for a further 120 nests incomplete details (dates being 
particularly scarce) are available. In this paper I shall confine my 
notes to the timing of the breeding season and to nest-site preferences. 

The Collared Dove has an extended breeding season. Table 6 
shows the monthly distribution of the 95 nests for which dates of find
ing are available. Data for all years have been lumped because of the 
small annual samples. The May 'peak' is doubtless more apparent 
than real, arising from a willingness to record first nests but not sub
sequent ones; thus nine nests were found in Anglesey on n t h May 
1964, but there was no later search. Further, for nearly two-thirds 
of these 95 nests the stage of development was not reported. In 
short, table 6 shows that the breeding season may extend over ten 
months of the year, but no other conclusions should be drawn at 
present. 

Table 7 records the observed sites of 140 nests, height above ground 
level being known for 77 of them. It will be seen that cypress and 
pine are preferred when available. In addition to the figures given in 
the table it is reported in general terms that most nests at Penzance and 
Bude in Cornwall are in cypress (the dominant local tree), as is the case 
at Felixstowe in Suffolk (where they have also been found in pine and 
elm XJlmus); and at Tarbat in Ross-shire they are in sapling spruce Picea. 
Since the Collared Dove is an adaptable species, nest-site preference 
will vary from area to area according to what is available. In Angle
sey, where trees are scarce, nests have been found on out-buildings and 
in old nests of the Rook Corvus frugilegus. For obvious reasons the 
height of nests will vary according to situations: the lowest recorded 
were two at five feet in blackthorn Primus spinosa and the highest was 

Table 6. Monthly distribution of 95 nests of Collated Doves Streptopelia 
decaocto in Britain and Ireland 

Jan Feb Mat Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

- - 4 11 30 13 14 9 6 5 2 1 
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Table 7. Recorded nest-sites of Collated Doves Streptopelia deeaocto in Britain and Ireland 

Height in feet Unknown 

Horse chestnut 
Aesculus hippocastanum 

Hawthorn Crataegus 
Elder Sambucus nigra 
F.lm Vlmus 
Holly Ilex aqidfolium 
Beech Fagus sylvatica 
Other deciduous 
Cypress Cupressus 
Pines Pinus 
Spruce Picea, Firs Abies, 

Larch Larix 
Other conifers 
Shrubs 
Remainder 

Totals 

1-5 

-
-
-
-
-
-
2 

-
-

-
-
-
-

2 

6-IO 

-
2 

3 

-
1 

3 

-

3 

1 

1 } 

11-15 

-
5 
-
3 

1 

1 

-
4 

2 

1 

-

1 7 

1 6 - 2 0 

3 
1 

-
-
-
2 

1 

1 

9 

-
-

2 

19 

2 1 - 3 0 

1 

-
-
3 

1 

1 

6 
5 

-
-

3 

2 0 

3 1 - 4 0 

-
-
-
_ 
1 

-
1 

-
3 

-
_ 

-

5 

41-5° 

-
-
-
-
1 

-
-
-
-

-
_ 

-

1 

height 

2 

2 

3 
1 

5 
1 

1 2 

9 
6 

8 
3 
2 

9 

63 

Total 

6 
1 0 

6 
7 
7 
6 

2 1 

16 
*7 

13 
4 
2 

15 

1 4 0 

Other deciduous: lime Tilia (6), blackthorn Prmus spinosa (3), ash Fraxinus (2), walnut 
Juglans (2), sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus (2), birch ife/fr/a (i), English maple 
./4(W campestre (1), apple Ma/ax (1), plum Prunus (1), sweet chestnut Cutanea 
sativa (i), plane Platanus (1) 

Other conifers: yew Taxaj (2), Lebanon cedar Cedrus libani (1), monkey-puzzle Araucaria 
araucana (1) 

Shrubs: cotoneaster Cotoneaster (1), rhododendron "Rhododendron (1) 
Remainder: exteriors of buildings (5), insulators of telegraph poles (4), ivy Hedera belix 

on tree trunk (3), old Rook Corvus frugilegus nests (3) 

at 5 o feet in holly Ilex aquifolium. All things being equal, the preferred 
height seems to be between 15 and 30 feet. 

The usual clutch is two eggs (exceptionally three) and each pair may 
nest several times a year: four nests in a season are commonplace and 
five have been recorded. In north-west Germany, in fact, Hofstetter 
(1954) found the average to be five broods per pair, from which an 
average of five young per pair were reared. Some mortality estimates 
based on Hofstetter's data were given on page 130; he considered that " 
the mortality among young Collared Doves was appreciably less than 
in related species. It is self-evident that a high degree of breeding 
success, coupled with low mortality, is required to provide excess birds 
for extensive expansion of range. 

PLUMAGE VARIATIONS 
As noted in the introduction to this paper, the Barbary Dove is a 
common aviary bird in this country and escapes are by no means in
frequent. I have been told that a feral colony is now breeding at 
Leighton Moss in Lancashire, as others have done in southern England 
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(Fitter 1959). Typically, the Barbary is a much more buff and less grey 
bird with pale brown instead of blackish primaries; there is a com
pletely white variety known as the 'Java Dove'. Much cross-breeding 
in captivity between species of Streptopelia has resulted in impurity 
among captive stocks of Barbary Doves. 

The Collared and Barbary Doves are probably conspecific and so it is 
hardly surprising that several British colonies of the former have been 
joined by one or two escaped Barbary Doves. Neither is it surprising, 
in view of the impurity of many Barbary Doves, that the resulting 
crosses have produced some striking individuals. These variants fall 
into two principal categories: 

(1) Brown plumage. Several birds in the flock at Clacton (Essex) 
have been of varying shades of buff and brown, while three at 
Hitchin (Hertfordshire) were described as noticeably creamy. 
All these individuals were at once distinguishable from Barbary 
Doves (present at both places) by their retention of the dark 
primaries which are typical of the Collared Dove; the black 
half-collar was present, as in both parent forms. Similar 
buffish birds with blackish primaries and half-collars have also 
been seen at Southport (Lancashire), Epsom (Surrey) and 
Llanon (Cardigan). The presence of dark primaries in all such 
brownish variants induces confidence in their parentage. 

(2) White plumage. White, or almost white, birds have been seen in 
five sites; all of these retained the black half-collar though their 
primaries were white. Individuals that were pure white (apart 
from collars) have been reported from Lee-on-Solent (Hamp
shire), Sandown (Isle of Wight), East Runton (Norfolk) and 
Cluny (Morayshire). Others described as white flecked with a 
few brown feathers (still with collars) have been seen at Lee-on-
Solent, Sandown, East Runton and Shenfield (Essex). It will 
be seen that three localities had both white and almost white 
ones. Only one locality had more than two such birds, this 
being Sandown where a flock of 40 in 1964 included six white 
ones, three almost white ones and two Barbary Doves. It is 
not possible to say which of these whitish variants were the 
result of crosses between Barbary and Collared Doves and 
which were direct escapes from captivity. 

THE FUTURE 
We have seen that by the end of 1964, just ten years after the first 
arrivals nested in Norfolk, Collared Doves were known to be resident 
in 501 localities in Britain and Ireland (while scattered non-breeding 
records had come from over 400 more) and that the total population 
was estimated to be at least 18,855. One cannot fail to be impressed by 
the rapidity of this colonisation and there is no reason to suppose that 
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the rate of increase will be reduced in the near future. Many counties 
have only a few breeding localities and so there is ample room for 
expansion. For thirty years the Collared Dove has been moving 
north-westwards across Europe, but it has now reached a major 
barrier, the Atlantic Ocean. Colonisation of the Faeroes and Iceland 
is possible, but, if Continental stocks continue to move north-west (as 
must be expected), it is likely that the next ten years will see a very big 
build-up in Britain and Ireland of birds unable to move any further. 

At the present time the Collared Dove is for the most part welcomed 
as an attractive addition to our avifauna, yet continued immigration 
from the Continent must inevitably produce pest status here (at least 
locally). Already the first rumblings have been heard. The greatest 
concentration at present (1,000+ breeding pairs) is in the Isle of 
Thanet, in Kent, whence D. C. H. Worsfold writes: 

'It would be true to say that they have now reached pest proportions 
in Thanet, and many people are already using the ominous word 
"control". They nest in every available type of tree along main roads 
and side streets, and the boarding-house keepers complain that their 
persistent calling in the early morning is a continual source of annoy
ance to visitors to the town. Poultry breeders say that they are 
costing them a small fortune in meal, which they take from under the 
noses of the fowls.' 

Complaints about noise have come from elsewhere in Kent and also 
from Lancashire; gardeners in Hampshire, Hertfordshire and Norfolk 
have spoken of damage to plants; while poultry keepers in Norfolk 
and Surrey have expressed concern at the amount of corn taken from 
their hens. It is known that Collared Doves have been illicitely shot as 
nuisances in Surrey, Kent and Norfolk. So far, their preference for 
urban and suburban areas has avoided a clash with agricultural 
interests, but future high density may alter this. It is pertinent to 
mention that it has recently been found necessary to reduce numbers at 
Harderwijk, one of the first Dutch sites (S. Cramp in litt.). 

We who can remember the British and Irish List as it was in 1952 
may feel reluctant to accept the prospect of control measures being 
sanctioned against the Collared Dove; future generations may well 
place the species on a par with the Woodpigeon Columba palumbus. 
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P O S T S C R I P T . When this paper was in proof, two additional 1964 
nesting localities came to light: a pair which bred at Tralee in Co. 
Kerry brought the total of counties in which nesting is known to have 
taken place to 75 (see pages 119 and 128) and one or two pairs also 
bred at Sleaford in Lincolnshire (see page 121). 
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