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Recommended bird-recordings 
Ron Kettle 

A l ist o f bird sound d iscs and cassettes specially 
compiled for 'British Birds' by the Curator of the 
British Library of Wildlife Sounds, wi th advice and 
ass is tance f rom Jeffery Boswall 

M any birdwatchers want to get to know bird sounds better, but are 
unaware of what discs and cassettes are currently available and where 

to buy them. We felt, therefore, that it would be helpful to list a selection 
of these and their sources. 

Some of the best sets of records are unfortunately no longer available. 
One of the most ideal and quite comprehensive sets of discs—the 18 7-inch 
(17 cm), 33^ rpm records 'Listen . . . the birds', distributed by the 
RSPB—was withdrawn a couple of years ago, apparently for cost reasons; 
but, even at £2 a disc, a set would be little more than half the price of the 
Peterson Field Guide set of LPs, which covers so many more species than 
required by the average birdwatcher, who wants primarily to have 
reasonably long stretches of the characteristic sounds of British birds. Only 
the excellent Shell series, also—and to their credit—33^ rpm, now offers 
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a fairly adequate selection of common bird sounds on convenient 7-inch 
discs. 

An important set for the more serious ornithologist—Victor Lewis's 
'Bird Recognition, an Aural Index', nine 7-inch, 45 rpm discs boxed in 
threes by habitat—has not been available for many years. No other 
British publication has attempted to give the vocabularies of the species 
for which there is a real need, although the Peterson discs do to some 
extent for all European species. It is good news, therefore, that Victor 
Lewis is planning to publish in 1979 a series of cassettes covering the voca
bularies of 125 British birds. 

Another excellent comprehensive set of European bird sounds, system
atically arranged on 7-inch discs—Roche's sound guide set of 27 records— 
once readily available in Britain, is now obtainable only direct from 
France and is relatively more expensive. 

On the credit side, a whole range of cassettes of British species has been 
published during the last five years, and perhaps that is where the future 
lies. The increasing use of stereo, contrived or genuine, adds little to the 
usefulness of recordings, but greatly enhances natural atmosphere effect. 

There are few good retail sources of bird sound records. The only one 
handling a worthy selection is the RSPB Sales Department. A few have 
been obtainable from Wildlife, but that magazine has now suspended the 
sale of records for the time being. We have indicated, in the following 
list, the discs and cassettes which are available from the RSPB. In general, 
only the better or larger record shops handle many bird sound records, 
but others will probably order them on request. (Full addresses of publish
ers are given when they themselves are the best source.) 

The list which follows has been selected on two main criteria: value to 
the birdwatcher and availability. Nearly all the current British publica
tions are included, together with some specially interesting Continental 
ones and a few from other parts of the world which can be bought here or 
are fairly easily obtainable from their place of publication. The difficulty 
of acquiring some discs, notably those issued in the USSR, has regrettably 
necessitated their exclusion. 

More detailed reviews of many of the discs and cassettes can be found 
in the running discography of Palearctic bird sound recordings in earlier 
issues of British Birds: to help the reader, the numbers of the relevant 
entries are shown in parentheses after the titles in the list. The most recent 
publications are reviewed in the latest instalment of the discography, 
which appears in Recorded Sound (October 1978), the journal of the British 
Institute of Recorded Sound (BIRS). 

The speed of 30-cm discs is not given because they are all 33I rpm. The 
price, excluding postage, is stated where it is known at the time of going to 
press (mail order prices from the RSPB are different and are not shown 
here). An approximate price is shown for some overseas publications. 

A copy of all but one or two of the records listed is held in the British 
Library of Wildlife Sounds (BLOWS) at BIRS, 29 Exhibition Road, 
London SW7 2AS, and readers are welcome to listen to them there, 
preferably by appointment with me. 



Recommended bird recordings 

Mainly British publications 

Shell Nature Records: British 
Birds Series. Lawrence Shove, 1966-
69. Eight 17-cm J J | rpm discs, DCL 
y01-708. Discourses Ltd, 36 Crescent 
Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 
2LZ. £1.20 each, (96 & 131) 
Fairly comprehensive set of discs. 
Each presents about a dozen char
acteristic species of a particular 
habitat: Sea birds; Garden and 
Park Birds; Woodland Birds; Estuary Birds; Field and Open Countryside 
Birds; Moor and Heath Birds; Marsh and Riverside Birds; Dawn Chorus 
and Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos; and Mountain and Highland Birds. 
Excellent recordings, with brief spoken commentary. Good for the ordin
ary birdwatcher who wants to get to know the songs, or sounds, of a 
limited number of species for a small outlay. 

Witherby's Sound Guide to British Birds. Myles North & Eric Simms, 
1969 (original edition J958). Two 30-cm discs, EAS 001 f 2 and 003j4, and 
104-page book, in box. H. F. & G. Witherby Ltd, 5 Plantain Place, Crosby Row, 
London SEI. £9.50. (132, 33) 
300 characteristic sounds of nearly 200 species in systematic order. Brief 
needle time. English names announced. Valuable detailed descriptive 
notes in book. 

Woodland and Garden Birds. Eric Simms, 1971. Double album of two 
30-cm discs, REF 235, or two cassettes, HRMC 235. BBC Records and Tapes, 
available from RSPB and shops, not BBC. £4.93 (discs), £5.75 (cassettes). 
(140) 
The two records were more usefully available separately. Woodland Birds 
is arranged by month and season through the year. Garden Birds is a mis
leading title, since it includes swans Cygnus, sandpipers (Scolopacidae), 
grebes (Podicipedidae) and so on, as well as many other kinds of animal: it 
is really concerned with the wildlife of urban areas. Informative com
mentary, but needle time per species too short on both. Sleeve notes give 
recording details. 

Highland Birds, Wildlife of East Anglia, Wildlife of Wales, and 
Sea and Island Birds. Eric Simms, 1970-71. Separate 30-cm discs, 
RED 74M, 83M, 96M and 100M. BBC Records and Tapes, available from 
shops, not BBC. £2.50 each. (140, 146 & 159) 
Sixty or 70 species (nearly all birds) per disc, with interesting introduc
tions; little needle time for each. Sleeve notes give brief recording details. 
The seabird record seems to have been deleted from the catalogue. 

The Peterson Field Guide to the Bird Songs of Britain and Europe. 
Sture Palmer & Jeffery Boswall, 1969-73. Fourteen 30-cm electronic stereo discs, 
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RFLP 5001-14. Swedish Radio, Stockholm. Distributed in Britain by EMI, 
available from RSPB and major retailers. £4.75 each. {152 & 164) 
By far the most comprehensive set, it includes more than 1,000 recordings 
of over 530 species, arranged in the same order as A Field Guide to the 
Birds of Britain and Europe (second edition, 1965). The last two discs cover 
accidentals. Fairly good vocabulary coverage and quite generous needle 
time for most species. Each bird is announced by scientific name only. 
Leaflets in English provide clear guide to recordings with exact timings. 
Costly, but invaluable to the serious ornithologist. 

Bird Sounds i n Close-up and Bird Sounds in Close-up, V o l u m e 
T w o . Victor Lewis, ig6g and igyo. Two 30-cm discs, Golden Guinea GGL 0483 
and GGL 0484. Pye Records. £1.55 each. (i2g & 141) 
Good value. Fine recordings of 40 or so species on each, arranged by 
habitat . Written commentary on leaflet, combined with sound signals on 
record to indicate breaks, but species not announced, which makes the 
discs rather difficult to follow. (The first volume has also been published 
by Pickwick International Ltd on Hallmark H M A 246 at £1 .35 , and is 
available in this edition from RSPB.) 

Bird Song Adventure . Patrick Sellar & Victor Lewis, igj2. 30-cm disc, 
Golden Guinea GGL 0485. Pye Records. £1.55. [148) 
Specially interesting for its coverage of northern species, with recordings 
from Sweden, Finland, Iceland and Greenland, as well as Shetland and 
England. Some rare and marvellous sounds include waders at their arctic 
breeding grounds. Fifty-five species, no announcements. Not always easy 
to follow from leaflet notes. 

Bri t i sh Wild Birds in Stereo. John Burton & David Tombs, ig74- 30-cm 
stereo disc, REC igy, or cassette, RMC 4008. BBC Records and Tapes, obtainable 
from RSPB. £2.50 {disc), £4.50 [cassette). (174) 
One of the few stereo records published in Britain. Arranged by habitat , 
with atmosphere and individual species sequences, each announced with 
vernacular and scientific names and listed with recording details on 
sleeve. Better for some highly enjoyable listening than for identification 
use. About 50 species can be heard. 

Wild Tracks 1-8. John Kirby, ig73-75- Eight cassettes. Available from John 
Kirby, 10 Wycherley Avenue, Middlesbrough, Cleveland TS5 5HH, or from RSPB. 
£2 each. {178) 
The only set of cassettes covering most common British birds. High-
quality recordings and reproduction. Grouped by place or type of species: 
1 Shetland, 2 Teesmouth Estuary, 3 Woodland, 4 Moorland and Water
side, 5 Summer Visitors, 6 Garden Birds and Dawn Chorus, 7 More 
Water Birds, 8 More Small Birds. About 130 species in all. No announce
ments, but brief details of recordings on card folded in cassette case. 
About 30 minutes' playing time on each cassette. 
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Highland Sounds . John Kirby, 1978. One cassette. Available as previous 
entry. £2. 
Splendid sounds from many exciting birds of the wild mountain places of 
Scotland, superbly recorded and well reproduced. About 25 species in 
half an hour's playing time. Notes on card in cassette case. 

Brit i sh Wildlife Habi ta t s N o s . 1 & 2. Richard Margoschis, 1976 and 
1978. Two stereo cassettes. Available from Richard Margoschis, 80 Mancetter 
Road, Mancetter, Atherstone, Warwickshire cvg INH, or from RSPB. -£,2.25 
each. 
The first cassette presents a dozen evocative atmosphere recordings of 
birds in various environments; the second presents 16 woodland sound 
scenarios at different times and seasons of the year, with four mammals as 
well as a good variety of birds. Effective stereo sound pictures. Good 
aesthetic appeal. Explanatory notes on inlay cards. Playing time 35 and 52 
minutes respectively. 

C o n t i n e n t a l p u b l i c a t i o n s 

Birds o f the H o u s e and Garden 
and Cal ls o f Smal l Birds 
(Danish) . Danish Ornithological Soc
iety, 1972-73. Two cassettes, DOF201 
and 202, or two 12.5-cm reels of tape 
recorded half-track at g.§-cmjsec. Dansk 
Ornithologisk Forening, Faelledvej 9, 
2200 Copenhagen N, Denmark. {153 
& 163) 
The second tape/cassette is unique
ly valuable for comparing and identifying calls in the field, and each 
species is introduced by English as well as Danish name. Duplicated notes 
with English and scientific names accompany both. The two cassettes 
cover 36 and 51 species (many the same) respectively. 

S t i m m e n der Voge l Si idosteuropas . Michael Schubert, 1975. 30-cm 
disc, Eterna 8 21 611. Veb Deutsche Schallplatten, DDR-1197 Berlin, Gross-
Berliner Damm 27-31, East Germany. About 1.50 Marks. {179) 
An important disc, with high-quality recordings of many interesting 
species from southeast Europe. No announcements; scientific names in 
sleeve notes. 

A Sound Guide to the Birds o f Europe. Jean-Claude Roche, 1964-66. 
Twenty-seven 17-cm 45 rpm discs, P001-P027. Echo Institute. Available from 
L'Oiseau Musicien, 50 rue du Dr Calmette, Sequedin, 59320 Haubourdin, France. 
FF 21.33 each. (68, 75 & 100) 
Over 250 species in clear recordings, systematically and neatly arranged, 
each disc covering a distinct family or group. Announced in French. 
Scientific names on sleeve, with notes in French. 
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A Sound Guide to the Birds of the Maghreb (North Africa). Jean-
Claude Roche, 1978. Five 17-cm 33$ rpm discs as boxed set with booklet. Echo 
Institute. Available from UOiseau Musicien (address as above). FF 40.00. {115) 
Forty-three species of North Africa. Good full notes in booklet available 
in English. 

Oiseaux de Mer et d'Etangs; Oiseaux Mediterraneans; Oiseaux 
Familiers; Oiseaux de Forets et de Montagnes; and Oiseaux 
Scandinaves et Lapons. Jean-Claude Roche, 1968-70. Five 30-cm discs, 
G01-G05. UOiseau Musicien (address as above). FF 48.00 each. (G02, G03 and 
G04 are available as cassettes, FF 43.00 each). (116 & 135) 
A series of bird concerts from different regions. Attractive, with many 
interesting species, but not very good for identification. Notes in French, 
English and German, plus scientific names, on sleeve. 

Meilleurs Chanteurs. Jean-Claude Roche, 1969-70. Fifteen 17-cm 45 rpm 
discs, P033-P047. UOiseau Musicien (address as above). FF 18.00 each. (134) 
Each side is devoted to a good songster. Eleven discs of European species, 
three of African and one of West Indian. A joy to listen to. 

Die Sprache unserer Spechte. Arno Graul el al., 1974. 30-cm disc, Graul 
742, and booklet. Arno Graul, Kisslingweg 44, 7130 Miihlacker, West Germany. 
About DM25. (173) 
Compares the sounds of all ten central European woodpeckers (Picidae). 
Brief introductions on disc; full text with photographs, sound spectro
grams and oscillograms in 12-page booklet bound into sleeve. All in 
German, but scientific names given. 

"Vogel des Balkans. H.-H. Bergmann, 1976. 17-cm 45 rpm disc, Kosmos 
09017-5, Kosmos Verlag, Postfach 640, D-7000 Stuttgart 1, West Germany. 
DM9.80. 
Eight species from Greece and Bulgaria, all except one excitingly un
familiar to the British or Irish birdwatcher. Scientific names with German 
notes in folded sleeve. 

Greifvdgel und Eulen. Hubert Reisinger, 1977. 17-cm 45 rpm disc, Kosmos 
04373-8, and booklet. Kosmos Verlag (address as above). DM 16.80. 
Seven raptors and seven owls (Strigiformes) of Europe, including some 
rarer species. Notes with scientific names and pages from German edition 
of Hamlyn Guide in 24-page booklet bound into sleeve. Expensive, but 
interesting. 

So Singen unsere Vogel. Hans Traber, 1973 (original edition 1958-61). 
Two 30-cm stereo discs, EL 12150-1. Ex Libris, Postfach 8023, £urich, Switzer
land. (184, 35) 
This welcome re-issue allows us to hear the fine recordings used for the first 
six 'Listen . . . the Birds' discs, previously available through the RSPB 
but now discontinued. About 70 common European landbirds. Generous 
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needle time for each. No announcements. Notes in German and French, 
with scientific names, in booklet. 
Vogelstimmen unserer Heimat. Volumes 1,2 & 3. Bernd Eggert, 1977-
78. Three 30-cm stereo discs, Europa in 080.2, 111 081,0 and 111 082.9, or 

stereo cassettes, §11 080.7, 511 081.§ and §11 082.3. Miller International 
Schallplatien GmbH, Postfach 1280, 2o8§ Quickborn iiber Pinneberg, West 
Germany. 
Excellent straightforward presentation of the typical sounds of nearly 100 
of the commoner European birds, but only German names are spoken and 
printed in the leaflet notes. 

I Faglars Spar. Sten Wahlstrbm, 1978. 30-cm stereo disc, SWPAB-5, or 
cassette. Sten Wahlstrbm, Nebulosovdgen 27,173 60 Jarfalla, Stockholm, Sweden 
Apparently obtainable from Bra Kbp, Sodra Vagen, 263 000 Haganas, Sweden 
Swedish Kr 37.50 (disc or cassette). 
An interesting and delightful series of stereo sound pictures from 13 differ
ent places in northern Europe. Attractive booklet with colour photographs 
and full details about recordings in Swedish. About 50 species can be 
heard. 

Other publ icat ions 

A Treasury of New Zealand 
Bird Song. Kenneth & Jean Big-
wood, 1971 (original edition 1959). 
30-cm disc, Kiwi SLD-25. A. H. & 
A. W. Reed, 182 Wakefield Street, 
Wellington, New Zealand. Available 

from Discurio, 9 Shepherd Street, 
London WIY 7LG. £3.49 
Thirty species, no fewer than 11 of 
which are introduced British ones! 
Spoken introductions, vernacular 
names only. 

A Treasury of New Zealand Bird Song, Record No. 4 (Supplement 
No. 1) and Sea Birds Calling (Supplement No. 2). K. & J. Bigwood, 
and G. R. Williams et al., 1961 and 1972. Two 17-cm 45 rpm discs, Kiwi 
EC-25 and EC-34. A. H. & A. W. Reed (address as above). Available from 
Discurio (address as above). £1.25 each. 
Each disc presents a further ten indigenous species. 

Australian Bird Calls. Frank Gusack & Redvers J. Eddy, 1966. 30-cm disc 
WG-B-2493, or cassette. W & G Distributing Co. Pty Ltd, Melbourne, Australia. 
Available from Australian Gift Shop, Western Australia House, 113 Strand, 
London WC2. £7.50 (disc or cassette). 
Includes 30 characteristic birds recorded in Victoria and Northern Ter
ritory. Spoken commentary and brief notes on sleeve with scientific names. 
Expensive. 
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Birds of South Africa and B irds o f West Africa. Jean-Claude Roche, 
I97I~73- Two 30-cm stereo discs, G08 and G09. L'Oiseau Musicien {address as 
above). FF50.00 and FF48.00. 
Concerts, not individually separated species. English and scientific names 
in list of species on sleeve. Notes in English and French. 

Voices o f African Birds and M o r e Voices o f African Birds . Myles 
E. W. North, 1958 and 1964. Two 30-cm discs. Cornell University Laboratory of 
Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker Woods Road, Ithaca, New Tork 14853, USA. About 
$8 each. 
Comprehensive selection of 42 and 90 species respectively. Vocally inter
esting species of East Africa recorded by a pioneer and expert on bird 
sound (a few on the second disc recorded by Donald and Mary McChes-
ney). Announced. Notes include scientific names. 

Birds o f the African R a i n Fores t s . Stuart Keith & William Gunn, 1971. 
Two 30-cm discs. Federation of Ontario Naturalists and American Museum of 
Natural History. Probably available from Nature Canada Bookshop, B10-75 
Albert Street, Ottawa, Canada K I P 6 G I . 
Nearly 100 species, mostly from East Africa, in splendid recordings. 
Excellent notes on each, with scientific names, in sleeve. 

A Field Guide to Bird Songs of Eas tern and Central North 
Amer ica . Peter Paul Kellogg & Arthur A. Allen, 1959. Two 30-cm discs, or 
cassettes. Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, USA. Available from Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology (address as above). About $i<? (discs) or $20 (cassettes). 
Over 300 species, systematically arranged to accompany 'page-by-page' 
the Peterson field guide book, but an average of only about 15 seconds per 
species. 

A Field Guide to Western Bird Songs . Peter Paul Kellogg, 1952. Three 
30-cm discs, or cassettes. Houghton Mifflin Company (address as above). Available 
as above. About $20 (discs) or $24 (cassettes). 
Over 500 species of the western United States, Hawaii and Alaska, arrang
ed systematically to accompany the Peterson guide book for western birds. 
Again very brief needle time for each species. 

Beautiful Bird Songs o f the World. William Gunn & James Gulledge, 
1977. Two 30-cm discs and booklet. The National Audubon Society and Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology. Available from Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology 
(address as above), or from National Audubon Society, 950 Third Avenue, New 
York 10022, USA. $20 (plus $1.75postage). 
Superb long recordings of some of the most musical songsters from six 
continents. Each of the four sides has about a dozen species from: Europe; 
Africa; the Americas; and Asia, Australia and New Zealand. The booklet 
bound in the sleeve contains beautiful colour plates by Arthur Singer 
alternating with notes on each species, with scientific names. Lavish and 
rather expensive. 
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Birds of Tr in idad and Tobago . Terry White, 1977. One cassette. T.C. 
White, 6c Rosebery Avenue, Harpenden, Hertfordshire. £2.50. 
Straightforward succession of short recordings of typical sounds of 31 
characteristic species of the two islands. Handy aid for the tourist bird
watcher, but only the variable vernacular names are announced and listed 
on the title card. 

Ron Kettle, The British Institute of Recorded Sound, 29 Exhibition Road, 
London swy 2AS 
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