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The counties of Leices -
tershire & Rutland

have been treated as a single ornithological unit
for around 120 years and since 1941 the birdlife of
this landlocked part of central England has been
recorded and reported by the Leicestershire &
Rutland Ornithological Society (LROS). Ronald
Hickling’s Birds in Leicestershire & Rutland (1978)
covered the period up to 1974 but there has never
been a widely available atlas for these counties.
Although fieldwork for a tetrad breeding atlas was
undertaken during 1976–84, the results were pub-
lished privately and only in 1996. The publication
of this book has therefore been widely anticipated.

The book has been produced by an authorita-
tive team of local birdwatchers and stalwarts of the
LROS, including the current and two previous
county recorders. Together they have produced a
mammoth tome of 768 pages (compared with the
202 of the earlier avifauna). The 30 years between
the two publications has seen a considerable
increase in the number of birdwatchers and the
volume of records collected, but modern avifaunas
do tend to be more thorough reviews than earlier
ones. It is clear that considerable effort has gone
into checking the data for this book, and the
opportunity has been taken to review all old
records (up to and including 2005) against
modern criteria. Over 600 pages are taken up by
the systematic list (which features 307 species) and
a further 30 pages cover species in categories D
and E, as well as hybrids and other records.

Before the systematic list we are treated to seven
essays covering the background to the book, the
counties, the ornithology of the area (including ref-
erence to many individuals who have been instru-
mental in encouraging the development of
birdwatching and bird recording in the counties),
breeding and wintering birds, migration, and a
summary of the impact of Rutland Water, which
has been created since Ron Hickling’s book was

published. This entirely man-made reservoir, with
its extensive nature reserve and track record of
attracting nationally important numbers of wild-
fowl and a range of vagrants, helps to put Leicester-
shire & Rutland firmly on the British bird map. 

The accounts of rarer species are necessarily
brief but present all the required information and
further references. Accounts for more familiar
species are much more detailed and thorough, typ-
ically covering 4–5 pages. For example, that for
Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus discusses the
main sites used, provenance of the birds (based on
ringing records), and the British and international
context of  the records from Leicestershire &
Rutland. In addition, this account, typical of many,
includes six graphs depicting numbers recorded in
five-year periods from 1941 to 2005, numbers at
the two key sites by year, the monthly occurrence
of the species, the relative importance of the sites
used, and the average autumn arrival and spring
departure dates by five-year period since 1956. 

Ten appendices include a comprehensive
gazetteer, a list of surveys, data on CBCs carried
out in Leicestershire & Rutland, details of speci-
mens and eggs held at the Leicester Museum, lists
of  articles from the county bird reports and
reprints of selected articles on Leicestershire &
Rutland birds published previously. Some of these
are from BB, but most are from the Leicestershire
& Rutland bird report. Notable records from 2006
to 2008 form the final appendix. A nice touch is
the inclusion of the names of all contributors to
the Leicestershire & Rutland bird reports, and all
LROS committee members, 1941–2005, with the
years of their contributions noted. 

Clearly, the analysis and documentation of
records has been the main driver behind this
project. This has been a considerable task, even
when shared among five authors. Perhaps this
focus meant that the eye was taken off the ball
slightly with regard to the visual impact of the

Reviews
The Birds of Leicestershire & Rutland
By Rob Fray, Roger Davis, Dave Gamble, Andrew Harrop and 
Steve Lister
Christopher Helm, 2009
Hbk, 768pp, black-and-white and colour photographs, many
graphs and figures
ISBN 978-0-7136-7233-6  Subbuteo code M20094
£45.00  BB Bookshop price £40.00

The BB Bookshop, brought to you by Subbuteo Natural History Books
www.wildlifebooks.com/bb, and see our list after Recent reports



125British Birds 103 • February 2010 • 124–132

Reviews

Christopher Lever is an
acknowledged author -
ity on introduced
verte brates and this

volume updates and expands on his 1977 book on
the same subject. It is attractively produced and
provides informative and up-to-date accounts of
the status and impacts of naturalised vertebrates in
Britain & Ireland. The book deals not only with
non-native vertebrates that have become estab-
lished in the wild but also covers native species that
have been reintroduced. White-tailed Eagle Hali-
aeetus albicilla and Red Kite Milvus milvus get 4–5
pages each, though Osprey Pandion haliaetus
receives just a few lines and Corn Crake Crex crex is
omitted entirely despite being the subject of an
ongoing reintroduction in England. A number of
proposed future reintroductions are covered
briefly, as are ‘ephemeral’ non-natives including
several members of the parrot family as well as
Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus and Red-winged
Laughingthrush Garrulax formosus, for example.
Each species account includes a distribution map

and a single colour photograph.
Although only about a quarter of the book

focuses directly on birds, many of the other groups
covered, especially the mammals, contain much of
interest for those concerned about bird conserva-
tion. For example, the detailed accounts for Amer-
ican Mink Mustela vison , Brown Rat Rattus
norvegicus, Black Rat R. rattus and Reeves’ Muntjac
Muntiacus reevesi include summaries of  the
serious threats these species pose to native birds
from direct predation or habitat change.

The brief introduction to the book highlights
growing concerns over non-native species and
their potentially adverse impacts on native wildlife.
I particularly liked the quotation from the 1999
Global Diversity Forum, which refers to alien
species as ‘the only form of pollution which spon-
taneously self-replicates’. The fact that non-native
species are, after habitat destruction, the most
important cause of biodiversity loss worldwide is
now well established. Nevertheless, Lever is keen to
point out that some non-natives cause few, if any,
problems and, in his view, should be tolerated or
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final presentation. The extensive texts are broken
up with many graphs and a few (too few) line
illustrations by local artists Andy Mackay and John
Wright. There are dot maps for selected species,
based largely on recent fieldwork, but these are
small and simple (no relief, no rivers) and conse-
quently offer little to those unfamiliar with the
geography of the area. I would like to have seen the
inclusion of tetrad maps from the county atlas of
1976–1984, which were never widely available.
This lack of distribution maps based on complete
survey detracts from any claim to be truly defini-
tive, but I recognise that the authors have never-
theless made an excellent job of the information
available. Black-and-white photographs of habitats
and people in the introductory chapters are inter-
esting but the lack of colour reduces their impact.
There are 33 colour photographs of birds, covering
a range of species, including some of the rarities,
but sadly the reproduction is rather poor.

Many of the graphs representing local data
reflect the national situation. Thus, dates of first

arrivals have largely become earlier, except for
some species, such as the Spotted Flycatcher Musc-
icapa striata, which have remained unchanged, as
they have nationally. Numbers of birds of the agri-
cultural landscapes of Leicestershire & Rutland,
such as Tree Sparrows Passer montanus and Corn
Buntings Emberiza calandra, have declined, just as
they have across the UK. Similarly, there are fewer
Common Nightingales Luscinia megarhynchos,
Wood Warblers Phylloscopus sibilatrix and Pied
Flycatchers Ficedula hypoleuca than hitherto. 

Having lived in Leicester during the 1980s, and
thus having played a small part in the collection of
the data which underpin this book, I understand
the challenges faced by the editorial team and I
would like to congratulate them in having the
vision and tenacity to bring this important project
to a close with the publication of this wonderful
book.

Mark Holling
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How many books on
the history of orni th -
ology do we need? This
is now the fourth that
has been published in

recent years. All adopt slightly different approaches
to the subject: Michael Walters (A Concise History of
Ornithology) and Peter Bircham (A History of
Ornithology) focused on the individuals behind the
development of ornithology, while Tim Birkhead
(The Wisdom of Birds) was more interested in the
discoveries that have been made over time. This
volume is more in line with the first two but
extends beyond the Anglo-Saxon realm to bring in
influential Europeans and their discoveries.

First published in France in 2007 as Histoire de
l’ornithologie, this book examines the development
of  ornithology from ancient times until the
present day. Most books of this type tend to give 
a rather British flavour to the subject, but 

Chansigaud has included much of interest to
French ornithologists. By taking a chronological
journey through ancient times, the Middle Ages,
the Renaissance, and each century from the seven-
teenth to the twentieth, the author picks out the
individuals who were trailblazers in the discovery
of science and ornithology. A 20-page timeline also
provides a visual reference showing how their dis-
coveries related to each other. Every page contains
images from the beautiful books that were pub-
lished in each century, and there are smaller
images of the featured ornithologists.

However, this book is very patchy on its cov-
erage of discoveries and ornithologists in the
twentieth century – just 18 pages, compared with
nearly five times that amount for the nineteenth.
This is a real shame and devalues the book when it
is compared to those mentioned above.

Keith Betton

126 British Birds 103 • February 2010 • 124–132

The History of Ornithology
By Valérie Chansigaud
New Holland, 2009
Hbk, 240pp, 250 colour artworks
ISBN 978-1-84773-433-4  Subbuteo code M20210
£17.99  BB Bookshop price £15.99

The BB Bookshop, brought to you by Subbuteo Natural History Books
www.wildlifebooks.com/bb, and see our list after Recent reports

even welcomed. This comes across most clearly for
the Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata. The British
population, of ‘possibly as many as 13,000 individ-
uals’, is deemed to be ‘of considerable conservation
significance’ and the species to have a positive
impact ‘by giving pleasure to people who see it.’
However, as is clear from the comprehensive
accounts for Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis and
Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis, unexpected and
serious problems can be caused by species once
regarded as harmless additions to our fauna. 

In temperate regions of the world, the impact
of non-natives is likely to be exacerbated by
climate change, with a greater range of species able
to survive increasingly mild winters. Already, in
Britain, our terrestrial vertebrate fauna is domi-
nated by non-natives. The Rabbit Oryctolagus
cuniculus, Grey Squirrel, Brown Rat and House
Mouse Mus domesticus are among our most
familiar mammals, and Common Pheasant
Phasianus colchicus, Red-legged Partridge Alectoris
rufa and Greater Canada Goose Branta canadensis
dominate our bird fauna, at least in terms of
biomass, in many farmland and wetland habitats.
The Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri may

be set to join them. According to Lever, it is cur-
rently increasing at an annual rate of about 30%
and southeast England may already support up to
30,000 individuals. As it is a hole-nester and breeds
early in the year, it may turn out to be a serious
competitor for some of our native hole-nesting
birds. While the full consequences of this are, as
yet, unclear, it seems unlikely that our countryside
will be able to support increasing numbers of
parakeets as well as maintain the current popula-
tion levels of all our native hole-nesters. 

Not everyone will agree with all the author’s
views on alien species, something that is perhaps
inevitable for a subject that tends to polarise
opinion. Nonetheless, this well-written and thor-
oughly researched book will inform the debate
about non-natives and the unpredictable but sig-
nificant impacts they can have on native species.
With growing numbers of non-native species
threatening to become established in Britain, the
need for such a debate is becoming increasingly
urgent if we wish to ensure the long-term future of
all our native wildlife.

Ian Carter
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Borneo, the world’s
third-largest island, is
blessed with magnifi-
cent birdlife that
includes around 50

endemic species and over 200 endemic subspecies.
A good field guide has been long overdue, the best
to date being Mackinnon & Phillipps (1993) A
Field Guide to the Birds of Borneo, Sumatra, Java
and Bali (OUP), which has rather poor illustra-
tions (compared with what we now expect in a
modern guide) that do not always show the taxa
occurring in Borneo, is increasingly out of date,
bulky, rather expensive and often hard to obtain.
Remarkably, two new field guides to the birds of
Borneo were published in 2009. 

Susan Myers’ guide covers ‘all’ 633 Bornean
species. An introduction briefly describes the
geography, biogeography, climate and habitats of
Borneo and lists 50 endemic species; curiously,
Cinereous Bulbul Hemixos cinereus, which is not
endemic (though the distinctive endemic race
connectens is a potential split), is listed while
Bornean Black Magpie Platysmurus aterrimus,
given endemic status in the species accounts, is
not. Apart from stating that a number of
Bornean forms have recently been split (and
listing nine of them), and that the taxonomy
used generally follows that in Birds of South-east
Asia (Robson 2008), which, however, covers only
taxa also occurring on the Asian mainland, there
is little reference to taxonomy. Most of the taxo-
nomic and nomenclatural changes since Mack-
innon & Phil l ipps (which included just 37
Bornean endemics) are supported by published
material and seem well founded; it might have
been useful to indicate these sources in the text.
It would also have been useful to have clarified
the reason for the exclusion of certain species
sometimes thought to occur, and even breed, in
Borneo, such as German’s Swiftlet Aerodramus
germani.

The unfamiliar format, with plates and text
combined on the same page, actually works well
and promotes an economical use of  space,
though some of the illustrations seem a little
small, especial ly for species with multiple

plumages shown. The text covers appearance
(with detailed descriptions of different sex and
age classes, subspecies and comparisons with
similar species), habitat (including altitudinal
limits), behaviour (especially as relevant to iden-
tification), voice (with the novel inclusion of kHz
ranges and time intervals as an aid), distribution
beyond and status within Borneo, and breeding
details. Maps are presented but are inevitably
somewhat generalised, often just indicating areas
below or above a certain altitude; for lowland
species in particular, large swathes of the island
will now be without the species mapped owing to
the dramatic recent loss of forest cover. The
detailed descriptions show an admirable atten-
tion to detail but sometimes seem a little super-
fluous when right next to an accurate illustration
of exactly what is being described. The meat of
any field guide is the illustrations and these have
been painted by a team of well-known, mostly
British artists and are generally excellent; in many
cases they represent the first high-quality depic-
tions of Bornean taxa. Unfortunate errors, pre-
sumably introduced at a late stage in the
production process, lave led to the plates of Blue-
eared Barbet Megalaima australis and Abbott’s
Babbler Malacocincla abbotti being used twice,
once for the correct species but also for Bornean
Barbet M. eximia and Temminck’s Babbler Pel-
lorneum pyrrogenys respectively, meaning that the
latter two species are not illustrated. There are
some quirks in the illustrations too, such as the
odd absence of buff spots on the wing-coverts
and scapulars of  the female Rufous-collared
Kingfisher Actenoides concretus. Illustrations from
Birds of South-east Asia have sometimes been
used, generally when the same, or very similar,
races are involved. Overall, this is an excellent,
well-designed and very attractive field guide that
should allow speedy and accurate identification
of even the trickier species; it represents a very
impressive achievement by the author.

Chris Kehoe
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The Phillipps’ guide
details ‘all’ 664 Bornean
species (including 51
endemics); the discrep-
ancy with Myers’ 633 is

explained by the inclusion of a few vagrant species
either unknown to or overlooked by Myers, various
escapes that have not become established, species
that have been suspected but never fully confirmed,
and some that Myers opted not to include, such as
German’s Swiftlet and the taxonomically suspect
endemics, Cream-bellied Munia Lonchura pallidi-
venter and Mulu Short-tailed Babbler Trichastoma
feriatum. In addition, Phillipps’ guide covers a
number of potential vagrants, which is useful, espe-
cially as some of these have perhaps already
occurred but been overlooked. Overall, the Phillipps’
guide is more comprehensive in coverage than
Myers, though in practice, for visiting birders espe-
cially, the advantages of that will be fairly negligible.

The introductory material is longer than in
Myers (22 pages versus nine); it covers similar topics
but also includes hints for photographers and a dis-
cussion of bird migration. The book also includes a
22-page site guide and numerous inset boxes scat-
tered through the text covering subjects as diverse as
short tributes to John Whitehead and Bertrand
Smythies, the avifauna of Christmas Island and
raptor mimicry. Interesting and informative though
these are, their place in a field guide is questionable,
especially as they add to the weight – a consideration
both in the field and at the check-in counter. So
Phillipps’ paperback actually weighs about the same
as Myers’ more robust hardback. Most of the plates
are by Karen Phillipps, artist for the earlier Mack-
innon & Phillipps guide, and some of the earlier
illustrations are reused or adapted. On the whole
they are a marked improvement on the earlier illus-
trations but I find them generally less pleasing than
those in Myers; jizz is often not captured so well and
some of the colours seem rather garish. Text and
maps are opposite the plates; the latter sometimes
offer an interesting contrast to those in Myers
(though note that the map for Crested Fireback
Lophura ignita refers to Crestless Fireback L. ery-
throphthalmus and vice versa). 

The text emphasises status and habitat require-

ments, briefly describes voice and range (within and
beyond Borneo) plus sundry other information.
There is very little, if any, information about identifi-
cation in many cases; if the illustrations of trickier
species were a little more convincing, this might not
be such an issue but, for example, the immature
Tiger Shrike Lanius tigrinus depicted looks more like
a juvenile Brown Shrike L. cristatus. And while the
text devotes five lines to the feeding behaviour of
shrikes generally, it fails to mention any field marks
for separating these two species. Voice descriptions
are based mainly on written sources rather than the
authors’ own impressions and are sometimes mis-
leading (Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla is described
as giving a ‘tsew’ call) or hard to interpret, though the
introduction does direct readers to the excellent
Xeno-Canto website where recordings of most
Bornean taxa can be heard. The taxonomy follows
that in Clive Mann’s authoritative BOU Checklist
(2008) (see Brit. Birds 102: 514–515), with a few
stated exceptions. Overall it is traditional, some
might say a little outdated, as is the scientific nomen-
clature used; there is, however, more discussion of
taxonomic matters than in Myers. The authors have
chosen to change the well-established English names
of some species, for example White-fronted Falconet
Microhierax latifrons becomes Bornean Falconet,
which is regrettable when taxonomy and nomencla-
ture are in such a confusing state of flux already,
though, in contrast to Myers, alternative English
names are given. A selected, but still extensive, bibli-
ography runs to seven pages (three in Myers) and
readers are directed to a website (still in development
at the time of writing) containing a full bibliography.

Given a straight choice between the two guides as
practical aids to identification – the primary function
of any field guide – I would choose Myers because of
its clearer focus on identification, more convincing
voice descriptions and superior illustrations. In prac-
tice, though, the birds of Borneo are often quite easy
to identify, a few troublesome groups and species
pairs aside, and the Phillipps’ guide, in spite of its
shortcomings on identification, gives a much broader
insight into the avifauna of the island and represents
an excellent general introduction.

Chris Kehoe
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Long-awaited but still
much-needed in
Bolivia and Brazil, this
synthesis/revision of
the (to-date) two

volumes of The Birds of South America (BSA), pub-
lished 20 and 15 years ago, respectively, will be
welcomed by both residents and visitors to the
‘bird continent’. It updates the handbook-sized
BSA in terms of taxonomy, new species and distri-
butional records, and contains more images (406
of them), both of additional taxa and of extra
plumages of species illustrated before. Despite the
fact that still not all of the passerines are depicted,
if you intend to visit South America more than
once, even to countries well covered by field
guides, this book is a ‘must’, whether or not you
own BSA.

My intention was to ‘road test’ this volume
during a three-month trip to Brazil and Guyana.
Initially, however, I spent more time using the
book to study unfamiliar species in other regions,
because I rarely needed it for identification pur-
poses. Tudor’s artwork remains the benchmark in
the region and this volume reaffirms that.

Those hoping for a ‘real’ field guide, like Birds
of Peru, will be disappointed. Following a brief
introduction come the plates, range maps, and a
series of colour maps (invaluable for those with
limited knowledge of South American geography),
then the species texts, concluding with a set of tax-
onomic notes and a highly selective bibliography.
In some cases, texts, maps and images could have
appeared on facing pages, but overall this ideal was
clearly impossible, without losing invaluable text.
As it is, the range maps frequently ‘spill’ onto adja-
cent pages.

A work of this magnitude is never free of errors
or problems. The taxonomic notes (mostly
reporting published work, others prescient), c. 200
in total, should have been numbered to enable easy
cross-referencing with the text (and the plates).
Instead, an asterisk beside a species name (in the
text) heralds a comment; thereafter, the reader
must wade through them to find that sought.
Although some publications from 2007 have been
covered, the cut-off date was late 2006 and the

ranges of many species have already been revised.
Some distributional errors, nonetheless, punctuate
this work, including the following: the easternmost
limit of Manu Antbird Cercomacra manu lies east
of the Rio Araguaia, not in the Xingu-Tocantins
interfluvium; Glossy-backed Becard Pachyramphus
surinamus occurs south of the Amazon, locally, for
example at Borba, Amazonas; and there is a sight
record of Brazilian Laniisoma Laniisoma elegans
published for Alagoas, in the Brazilian northeast. I
wish that Ridgely had attempted to ‘separate’ win-
tering and passage records of North American
migrants, for example Veery Catharus fuscescens.
The broad-brush approach to mapping any species
inevitably has drawbacks, and where finer-scale
delimitation is attempted it is not universally suc-
cessful. For instance, White-rumped Monjita
Xolmis velatus is deliberately not mapped for the
southeast Brazilian littoral, but it certainly occurs
there, at least locally, in winter (pers. obs.).

Despite the still-limited number of highly com-
petent fieldworkers in Amazonia, an update of this
work ten years hence might look very different. A
host of taxonomic revisions and new taxa (not all
of them ‘brown jobs’) await publication already.
However, with ever-mounting threats to South
America’s unparalleled biodiversity, the real chal-
lenge is to conserve (not just describe) what’s left.
In November 2009, Brazil’s President Lula
announced an 18-month delay in finalising rural
land rights, while the leader of Brazil’s agricultural
association stated his organisation’s desire to
convert 30% of the remaining cerrado (natural
grasslands, already largely confined to fragments)
to food production. What price conservation here?
A decade ago, Ridgely spiritedly defended avian
collecting in The Birds of Ecuador; some (though
not this reviewer) might view his comments on
conservation here as representing a volte-face but,
in calling on all those who travel to see South
America’s birds to contribute to their preservation,
he should be seen as a ‘Pied Piper’.

Guy M. Kirwan
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Ber van Perlo is a brave
man. His field experi-
ence with Brazilian
birds is negligible and
his museum work was

conducted solely at NHM Tring, an institution not
rich in specimens of many relevant species. And yet
he has (virtually) single-handedly tackled the
second-richest avifauna on Earth.

This is a traditional field guide, with the (very
brief ) text and colour maps facing the plates.
Unfortunately, instead of adopting the ‘standard’
field guide size, exemplified by the Birds of Peru
(Schulenberg et al. 2007), a larger format was
chosen, but this has meant that the bottom 30 mm
or so of a page is often not utilised.

The artwork is way ahead of Souza’s All the
Birds of Brazil, and more lifelike than Sigrist’s
plates but decidedly inferior to those of Brettas
(Birds of Eastern/Amazonian Brazil; see Brit. Birds
102: 40 & 355). However, don’t expect to identify
many woodcreepers, foliage-gleaners or tyrant fly-
catchers using van Perlo – a situation which the
author acknowledges – all of which left me pon-
dering the need for another guide to the ‘easy’
birds. Even some of these need improvement: the
Pearly-breasted Conebill’s Conirostrum margaritae
underparts are much too pale and the purported
new species of ‘Stymphalornis’ in São Paulo is no
way as different as shown. Still, many plumages
and races are featured (albeit not enough); there is
the best depiction of Grey-winged Cotinga Tijuca
condita to date (not illustrated in Ridgely &
Tudor’s Birds of South America: passerines); the bill
of Crimson-fronted Cardinal Paroaria baeri is
correct at last (although the subspecies xinguensis
is, not unusually here, spelt incorrectly); and there
is a decent portrayal of thorny issues like the Serra
Antwren Formicivora serrana complex (though the
text infers, erroneously, that the songs of F. serrana
and Restinga Antwren F. littoralis are quite dif-
ferent, whereas they are basically identical).

The maps colour-code seasonal status and
crude abundance, and even vagrant records
appear. In areas most frequented by visiting
birders they should serve well. Sadly, there is much
to fault, not least some remarkable slip-ups. As

mapped here, Brazilian Merganser Mergus octo-
setaceus does not occur in the Serra da Canastra,
which is arguably the species’ stronghold. Mapping
major cities (unexplained on the key) is a distrac-
tion, many ranges in Amazonia are under-repre-
sented, the symbol for isolated populations
prohibits precise mapping and is ludicrous when
used for a species’ only population. I am amazed
that this publisher cannot ‘zoom in’ to show tiny
ranges accurately, especially as problems can
result; the uninitiated could be forgiven for
thinking that Black-and-gold Tijuca atra and
Grey-winged Cotingas T. condita are entirely
allopatric. Textual errors are generally fewer, but
accessibility to native users is partially undone by
the near-universal use of ă instead of ã, and the
author fails to realise that proper nouns in
Brazilian bird names commence with a capital. I
am continually surprised that the excellent idea,
promulgated by Birds of Western Africa (Borrow &
Demey 2001), of cross-referencing vocal descrip-
tions to published recordings is so rarely followed.

Even the introductory and end sections are
compromised. Why not use photographs to depict
habitats, especially when some of the artistic
impressions convey nothing to the reader (e.g. fig.
C)? The map of protected areas is beset by yet
more errors of varying types.

Having spent much of the last 15 years birding
Brazil and, more importantly, having learnt how
little we really know, I am not at all surprised that
this guide is rather flawed. Nonetheless, it will
probably become that of choice, if only because it
is significantly cheaper than the competition and
for most users’ purposes probably no worse. But,
make no mistake, there are good books coming, by
experts who can do justice to a really complex and
exciting avifauna like Brazil’s. For those who love
the ‘beautiful game’ as much as their birds, the
question is whether one might arrive for 2014?

Guy M. Kirwan
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It is sobering to see
photographs of  the
last Eskimo Curlew
Numenius borealis

shot on Barbados, on 4th September 1963. Rarities
and migrants feature largely in this book as only
38 of the 263 species so far recorded breed on the
island. These include the recently split Barbados
Bullfinch Loxigilla barbadensis, the island’s only
endemic species, and a handful of endemic sub-
species. This is number 24 in the BOU Checklist
Series and follows the successful formula of pre-
vious avifaunas. The majority deal with islands or
island groups, several of  which cover other
Caribbean sites.

Introductory chapters describe all aspects of
the Barbados ecosystem, the history of ornithology
on the island and discuss the origins of both
breeding and migratory species in detail. All
aspects are explored in the context of the rest of
the Caribbean, and comparisons with neigh-
bouring islands are of great interest. The descrip-
tions and analyses of migration through and
vagrancy to Barbados are a highlight of this book
that will appeal to anyone interested in that
subject. Recent DNA analysis reveals the likely
origins of some resident species and suggests that
further research may well lead to more species
being described from the area.

The thoroughly researched systematic list com-
prises, as one would expect, the bulk of this book.

Here the authors’ long-standing association with
Barbados is of great value. Many species accounts
are understandably brief  since there are few
records but, where known, a full summary of a
bird’s history and status is provided. Little Egrets
Egretta garzetta breeding sympatrically with Snowy
Egrets E. thula at their only New World site
mirrors their expansion here and the authors
suggest that Western Reef Egrets E. gularis and
Grey Herons Ardea cinerea may soon follow suit.
Fortunately, the Barbados Bullfinch is described as
‘ubiquitous and abundant’, others are faring less
well but the recovery of the Barbados Golden
Warbler Dendroica (p.) petechia gives hope.

A plethora of appendices answer a myriad of
questions about Barbados, its birds and how
these compare with those of St Lucia and the
Cayman Islands. Subjects as diverse as Christmas
bird counts and museums with Barbados bird
specimens are covered here. Colour photographs
illustrate well both the island and some of its
birds.

This well-researched and well-written book
maintains the high standards of the BOU Check-
list Series. It is invaluable to anyone fortunate
enough to visit the island or with an interest in
Caribbean birds and should inspire both residents
and visitors to add to our knowledge of the birds
of this interesting island.

Richard Schofield

The Birds of Barbados
By P. A. Buckley, Edward B. Massiah, Maurice B. Hutt, Francine G.
Buckley and Hazel F. Hutt
BOU/BOC, 2009
Hbk, 295pp, colour plates
ISBN 978-0-907446-29-3  Subbuteo code M20478
£40.00  BB Bookshop price £35.00
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Finding Birds in Andalucia
By Dave Gosney
Easybirder, 2009
78 min DVD and 48-page booklet
Subbuteo code V60038/V80083
£23.45 BB Bookshop price £20.00

Since the 1980s, Dave Gosney’s ‘Finding Birds in...’
guides have helped so many birdwatchers in parts
of northern Europe, the Mediterranean, North
Africa and the Canary Islands. I used his original
guide to Andalucia when I began visiting the area
in 1990 – the first of many trips to southwest

Spain. This guide has been completely refreshed
with new information plus updated maps and,
while revisiting the sites, Dave has filmed both the
locations and the birds to provide a very informa-
tive DVD.

The choice of sites in the booklet is compre-
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hensive for western Andalucia, and the guide and
DVD are really aimed at those heading west from
Malaga; sites farther east and north, towards
Granada and the Sierra Nevada, are not included.
The guide does include several locations near to
Almeria, but these are c. 200 km to the east and
worth visiting only if you are already nearby.
Importantly, each site is accompanied by GPS co-
ordinates, which will help greatly in the field.

There are several detailed guides to the birds of
this region, so you will probably question whether
this combination offers anything new. It does not
really offer new sites, but Dave’s informal commen-
tary on the DVD does add a human touch that

many people will find very helpful. Even though I
visit the region in most years, I picked up informa-
tion that was new to me. The DVD links well to the
book, following the same order and giving page ref-
erences. Along with the habitat shots there is plenty
of bird footage with natural sound in the back-
ground; the only drawback was that wind noise on
the recordings was often intrusive, particularly when
the author was speaking to camera. But I really
enjoyed watching the DVD, and was motivated to
think about my next visit to the region, which is
probably the best benchmark for any bird guide.

Keith Betton

Birds in Counties first appeared in 2000 and its 563
pages gave details of the ornithological literature
of every county in England, Wales and Scotland
(and the Isle of Man), but not Ireland. The first
supplement appeared in 2001, which contained
numerous corrections and updates. Much of this
second supplement, which, like the original, is
meticulous in its detail, consists of amendments
and additions to the earlier information included
for each county. Importantly, however, it also
includes a 44-page section covering Ireland. 

Since Birds in Counties was published, a further
22 county avifaunas, 60 other local publications
and 215 local bird reports have appeared. It is

somewhat alarming to read that 19 county bird
reports have ceased to be published since 2002 and
a further six face an uncertain future. It is not
known whether a third supplement is planned, but
I think that many people would find use for an
index to papers in county reports.

Those still wanting to buy a copy of the original
(which was published at £61.00) can find copies
selling at £25.00 today, while the first supplement
costs £15.00. The book and both supplements are
available for £50.00 from Isabelline Books, 6
Bellevue, Enys, Penryn, Cornwall TR10 9LB. 

Keith Betton

Birds in Counties: second supplement
By David K. Ballance
Isabelline Books, 2009
Pbk, 182pp. ISBN: 978-0-9552787-5-4  Subbuteo code M20490
£18.50  BB Bookshop price £16.99

The Running Sky – a birdwatching life
By Tim Dee
Jonathan Cape, 2009
Hbk, 258pp. ISBN: 978-0-224-08198-6  Subbuteo code M20424
£16.99  BB Bookshop price £14.99

There have been a number of recent books where
the author shares their passion for birding. Some
of  these are strong on birding but weak on
passion. Here, however, Tim Dee manages to
deliver significant chunks of both in a beautifully
written style. Each chapter deals with a single
month and the author recounts birding stories
from his favourite destinations – including Shet-
land, East Anglia and Avon, while his exploits in
Zambia are (for me) even more enticing.

Each chapter includes plenty of interesting
observations as he explains why birds exhibit

certain types of behaviour and live the way they
do. But the thing that sets this book ahead of
similar works is how it combines facts and emo-
tions to create prose that is almost poetic. Such
books are often written by those who have a
limited understanding of birding, but here we
have a combination of thorough ornithological
knowledge and a writing style that is right up
there with the best authors of modern classical 
literature.

Keith Betton


