
‘The challenge of locating vagrant scoters amongst the vast, but often distant flocks that con-
gregate at favoured locations around the British coast remains. How long will it be before the
next American or first Asian White-winged Scoter is located? Any observers lucky enough to dis-
cover one would do well to refer to the features in this account, and the articles by Martin
Garner, in order to confirm the identification.’

Martin Collinson, Chairman of BOURC, commented: ‘With multiple previous occurrences of
White-winged Scoters in Iceland, it seemed inevitable that one would eventually be found here.
The observers should nevertheless be congratulated on their persistence in sticking with this first-
summer bird until they could confirm the identification. The descriptions and photographs con-
firmed that it was a White-winged Scoter. The bill-and-head profile was a perfect match for the
American subspecies M. d. deglandi, but elimination of the Asian subspecies M. d. stejnegeri was
not completely straightforward. Examination of images online and museum specimens confirmed
(as described in this paper) that a first-summer stejnegeri would have a more triangular, Surf
Scoter M. perspicillata-like bill profile, not showing the distinctive stepped appearance of nomi-
nate deglandi. BOURC concurred with BBRCs acceptance of the Blackdog individual as a nomi-
nate (North American) bird. White-winged Scoter is kept in captivity in Europe (see, for example,
http://tinyurl.com/mekh2fc) but is rare, and BOURC considered the possibility of the Blackdog
bird being an escapee to be vanishingly small. There was no reason to doubt the provenance, so
BOURC added the species to Category A of the British List. There is still no published genetic
analysis of Velvet and White-winged Scoters. However, available “barcoding” database sequences
do not provide any strong support for a split between nominate deglandi and stejnegeri.’ 
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White-winged Scoter in North-east Scotland: new to Britain

We apologise for an error in the layouts for ‘Best Bird Book of the Year 2014’ in last month’s issue
of BB (Brit. Birds 108: 112–114), when the texts describing the second- and fifth-placed books
were inadvertently copied from the 2013 award. The correct text is given below, and you can read
the whole article on our website at: www.britishbirds.co.uk/birding-resources/book-of-the-year

2nd  Ten Thousand Birds: ornithology since Darwin
By Tim Birkhead, Jo Wimpenny and Bob Montgomerie; Princeton University Press, 2014
Reviewed in BB by Alan Knox (Brit. Birds 107: 373–374)
Ornithology did, of course, start before Darwin and the senior author has indeed written about
that (and his efforts have appeared in these rankings before). Post Darwin, however, all manner
of questions could be investigated from a different perspective and this review provides an
excellent overview of where scientific ornithology is now.

5th  Forty Years of Evolution: Darwin’s Finches on Daphne Major Island
By Peter R. Grant and B. Rosemary Grant; Princeton University Press, 2014 
Reviewed in BB by David Parkin (Brit. Birds 107: 708–709)
An account of evolution by natural selection demonstrably in action, fittingly among the
eponymous finches of evolution’s most famous proponent. The effort and devotion involved, 40
years on a small island with birds individually known, is simply breathtaking. Not everyone will
find this book easy to read, but the lessons are very important.

Announcement
BB Bird Photograph of the Year 2015
The 39th BB Bird Photograph of the Year competition, with the main sponsor once again being
Anglian Water, is free to enter and seeks to recognise the best and/or the most scientifically interesting
photographs of Western Palearctic birds taken during 2014. In addition to the main awards, there is
a digiscoping section. Up to three images may be entered for each competition. For full details of the
rules and how to submit entries, go to www.britishbirds.co.uk/about/bird-photograph-of-the-year
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