
549© British Birds 108 • September 2015 • 549

BBRC has for some time adopted the concept
of ‘informal submissions’ for rare subspecies,
whereby any claim found ‘not proven’ would
not be published in the annual report. This
was introduced to encourage observers to
submit claims for difficult taxa, but also in
acknowledgment of the fact that the identifi-
cation and taxonomic issues surrounding
some subspecies can be complex and that
further research is required in many cases.
While this approach has led to a number of
accepted records, others (perhaps inevitably)
have simply ground to a halt in the system.
Some of these are promising but cannot be
accepted confidently, while others are consid-
ered not to relate to the subspecies claimed;
yet under the current policy they cannot be
published as ‘not proven’. 

This situation is unsatisfactory and so
future annual reports will contain a new
Appendix: ‘Records held until taxonomy or
identification criteria are resolved’. This will
list those claims which look highly promising
but, through no fault of the observer(s),
cannot be progressed further on current
knowledge. This Appendix is intended to
highlight such claims, and to encourage
further research into the taxa; in some cases,
new research will lead to a claim being revis-
ited and accepted. 

The new Appendix will relate largely to
those subspecies for which (i) the taxonomy
is not yet settled and/or (ii) robust field iden-
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tification criteria have yet to be developed. In
many cases, identification may ultimately
depend on evidence other than field observa-
tion, such as biometrics, a ringing recovery or
DNA evidence, but in some cases ongoing
research may result in the definition of field
characters too. The Appendix is likely to be
particularly relevant for claims of ‘firsts’,
where the acceptance threshold is inevitably
higher.

For claims to be published in this section,
the evidence supplied should be comprehen-
sive, fully indicative of the claimed identifica-
tion and contain nothing to suggest otherwise.
Claims which are poorly documented or con-
sidered not to relate to the subspecies
claimed will henceforth be published as ‘not
proven’. Observers’ names will not be pub-
lished, and the ‘informal’ submission proce-
dure will cease from 1st January 2015.

A more detailed article, which will appear
in BB sometime later this year, will highlight
the evidence that BBRC will be looking for in
claims of each rare subspecies. Fuller details
of some submissions will be published in BB
and/or on the BBRC website under the ‘From
the Rarities Committee’s files’ banner.

New member of BBRC

Since there were no other nominations, we
are pleased to announce that Dave Fairhurst
has been confirmed as a permanent member
of BBRC, replacing Martin Garner (see Brit.
Birds 108: 287–288).


