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The recent BBRC AGM, held at the British
Museum of Natural History, Tring, in April, saw
many subjects debated, discussed and tasks allo-
cated. The following may be of interest to readers.

● The status of several species currently on the
BBRC list was reviewed. Three species in par-
ticular were analysed with a view to their
potential removal. Black-winged Stilt Himan-
topus himantopus, Red-flanked Bluetail Tarsiger
cyanurus and Two-barred Crossbill Loxia leu-
coptera all fulfil at least one of the criteria for
removal, but the Committee felt that any deci-
sion should be deferred at least another year to
see if current trends continue. Two-barred
Crossbill was also noted to be irruptive and
subject to occasional influxes, while in other
years it is incredibly rare. Conversely, ‘Black
Brant’ Branta bernicla nigricans and Ferrugi-
nous Duck Aythya nyroca are both on the cusp
of a return to the BBRC list. However, we felt
that the true picture of Black Brant in partic-
ular was not being portrayed accurately at the
moment, and again it was decided to wait

another year at least for more data to be forth-
coming. The Scarce Migrants Report in BB is
vital to our further understanding of the occur-
rence of these species/subspecies, and forms the
basis of our decisions. 

● ‘Coues’s Arctic Redpoll’ Acanthis hornemanni
exilipes has somehow slipped under the BBRC
radar for a few years, but this taxon now com-
fortably fulfils the criteria for a national rarity.
We now have a situation where both subspecies
of Arctic Redpoll are treated by BBRC, but
claims which cannot be considered at a sub-
species level will continue to be dealt with by
the relevant regional or county committee (see
also Stoddart 2016, Brit. Birds 109: 46–58).

● It was also recognised that some species which
have recently been removed from the BBRC list
may prove problematic to some county records
committees, with Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acro-
cephalus dumetorum in particular raising con-
cerns. County and regional rarities committees
are reminded that BBRC will always help out
with requests for assistance on difficult species
that were national rarities until recently. 

Rarities Committee news
News from the BBRC AGM



● The recent elevation of Cackling Goose Branta
hutchinsii as a full species on the British List
will see a surge of accepted records of this
taxon. However, it is also recognised that some
individuals are impossible to separate from
Canada Goose B. canadensis on field views
alone. Consequently, BBRC has added Cack-
ling/Canada Goose to the list of ‘either/or’
species that it will consider and publish. It
should be noted that only records of those
individuals that are considered to be of wild
origin will be published. A paper on Cackling
Geese is currently in preparation.

● Flyover records have always been problematic,
and this has unsurprisingly been a topic of
concern following the reinstatement of Red-
throated Pipit Anthus cervinus as a national
rarity. BBRC policy has not changed and the
criteria remain that the call has to be heard at
least three times and that the bird has to be
seen to have been of the correct size, shape and
preferably genus. It was also recognised that
more people are now making sound record-
ings, and it is only a matter of time before a
rarity is recorded without being seen. BBRC
will assess such records on a case-by-case basis.

Rarities Committee news
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New Secretary for BBRC
After ten years of  dedicated service, Nigel
Hudson has decided that it’s finally time to fully
enjoy his retirement on the Isles of Scilly. He
has brought an incredible wealth of knowledge
and expertise to the role of secretary and will be
sorely missed. However, his departure will be a
protracted one and he will be able to help with
the training of a new secretary. Consequently,
we are advertising now for potential candidates
to come forward and learn more about the role
from Nigel before taking over fully at a date to
be agreed upon. Since BBRC’s work is now
wholly computerised, the candidate should have
significant experience of  IT, be familiar in
particular with Excel spreadsheets, and ideally
with database and website management. They
should also be well organised, self-motivated
and able  to work wel l  in  a  team.
Communication skills are also essential, as is an
ability to handle confidential data submissions
appropriately. We welcome any expressions of
interest  in this  role , which has a  monthly
stipend that is adequate but unfortunately does
not match the skills or endeavour that the post
requires. All enquiries should be directed to
chair@bbrc.org.uk

New voting member for BBRC
Chris Bradshaw has completed his ten years of
service as a voting member of BBRC, and we are
looking for nominations to fill the vacancy. There
is no BBRC candidate this year and we welcome
nominations from across the UK, but would be
especially interested in hearing from candidates in
southern England. Nominations should be sent to
chair@bbrc.org.uk before 30th June 2016, with the
names of  a proposer and seconder, a brief
summary of the nominee’s experience and the
written agreement of the nominee. After this date,
if we have received multiple nominations, a voting
slip and list of candidates with relevant details will
be sent to all county recorders and bird observatory
wardens for an election, as per section 2.2.3 of our
constitution (see www.bbrc.org.uk/constitution). 

The prime qualifications of candidates include:
● birding credibility, including a widely acknowl-

edged expertise in identification and proven
reliability in the field 

● a track record of high-quality submissions to
county records committees and BBRC, and
some experience of record assessment 

● an ability to work efficiently, the capacity to
assess upwards of 700 records per year and easy
access to the internet

For further information on any of the topics discussed above, please contact Paul French, chair@bbrc.org.uk


