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The 2017 BBRC AGM was held over the
weekend of 24th–26th February at Spurn
Bird Observatory and proved to be a very
enjoyable weekend with plenty of identifica-
tion discussion to leaven the more mundane
procedural items. Of particular interest to
birders, the following decisions were made. 

The rarity status of several species was
considered, using BBRC’s own statistics and
data from the Scarce Migrants reports, pub-
lished in BB. Our definition for a national
rarity is either 100 or fewer individuals in the
most recent ten-year period or ten or fewer
individuals in at least seven of the last ten
years. Any taxon that meets, or is close to,
either of these criteria, will be considered for
inclusion as a BBRC rarity. The removal of
taxa from the BBRC list follows similar guide-
lines in reverse – so those with more than 100
individuals in the last ten years, or more than
ten individuals in at least seven of the last ten
years will be considered for removal. 

Coming onto the BBRC list with imme-
diate effect is Ferruginous Duck Aythya
nyroca. Although it has seemed perpetually
close to the rarity threshold, the most recent
ten-year period for which we have data
(2005–14) shows evidence of a clear decline
in British records. In addition, there are iden-
tification and provenance issues with this
species, which may be considerable, and con-
cerns have been raised that the true status of
Ferruginous Duck in Britain is clouded by
these. The committee felt that the only way to
address these issues properly is to reinstate
Ferruginous Duck as a national rarity and
attempt to standardise acceptance criteria. 

Also displaying a worrying trend is
Kentish Plover Anarhynchus alexandrinus,

and the committee will maintain a watching
brief on this species. In the most recent 
ten-year period, there are three years with
fewer than ten records, and only 145 in total. 

After last year’s AGM, all eyes have been
on Red-flanked Bluetail Tarsiger cyanurus
and we can no longer postpone making a
decision on this species. As of 1st January
2017, it will no longer be considered a
national rarity. The same is true of Black-
winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus. As can
be seen in the tables below (with provisional
totals for 2016), Red-flanked Bluetail clearly
meets both criteria for removal while Black-
winged Stilt has well over 100 records in the
last ten years, and a trend of increasing
occurrence and breeding attempts, and so for
both species all records from 2017 onwards
should be assessed by the relevant county
records committees. 

Also considered for removal, perhaps sur-
prisingly, was Black Stork Ciconia nigra.
There have been 105 records in the last ten
years, but only six years with ten or more
records in that period. Removal would be a
marginal decision, as for Red-flanked Bluetail
last year, and so Black Stork remains a
national rarity for the time being. If current
trends continue, however, it will certainly
qualify for removal in the next year or two. 

The thorny problem of reintroductions
was also debated. Two recent examples
include Lesser White-fronted Geese Anser
erythropus that have originated from the
schemes in Scandinavia and a Lesser Grey
Shrike Lanius minor in Northumberland (at
the time of writing this record has not yet
been submitted) from a reintroduction
scheme in Spain. After much discussion, it
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                                  2005   2006   2007   2008   2009   2010   2011   2012   2013   2014   Total

Ferruginous Duck      9          9          5          8         19         4         11         7          5          5         82

                                  2007   2008   2009   2010   2011   2012   2013   2014   2015   2016   Total

Black-winged Stilt      1         12         1          9          7         32         8         34        31        20      155

Red-flanked Bluetail  8         13         7         31        13         3         12        11        17        33      148
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was decided that we would publish submitted
and accepted records from these schemes in
an appendix in the annual report. Clearly,
some birds from these schemes may not

always be identifiable as such, especially as
they increase in numbers, but we will attempt
to make an educated judgement on a case-
by-case basis. 

Rarities Committee news

146. At the Spurn AGM,
Nigel Hudson (right) was
presented with a farewell gift
by Paul French at the end of
his tenure as the BBRC
Secretary. Nigel has done a
sterling job over the past
decade, during which time the
mechanics of voting have
become entirely electronic.
His statistical know-how and
database skills have been at
the heart of those changes,
and his contribution has been
enormous. The painting of
Grey Wagtails Motacilla cinerea
by Ian Wallace depicts the
species that first got Nigel
into birding, many years ago. 

New voting members required for BBRC

BBRC is seeking two new voting members, to
replace Mike Pennington and Paul French.
Mike joined BBRC in 2007 and has therefore
completed his ten years of service, while Paul
has decided to step down one year early to
devote more time to the chairman’s role.
Chris Batty, who also joined the committee in
2007, has agreed to stay on for an extra year
to provide continuity, since three retirements

in a year was felt too much of a drain on the
collective experience of the committee. BBRC
would like to extend grateful thanks to Mike
for his hard work and detailed knowledge of
the Shetland rarity scene.  

The prime qualifications of candidates
are:

•   a widely acknowledged expertise in identi-
fication

145. BBRC at Spurn Bird Observatory, February 2017. From left (standing): Richard Millington,
Nigel Jones, Nic Hallam, Andy Stoddart (vice-chair), Paul French (chairman), Richard Porter (BB
director), Chas Holt (secretary), Richard Schofield, Chris Batty, Micky Maher, Gerry Dobler (Zeiss);
(kneeling) Mike Pennington, Dave Fairhurst, Nigel Hudson (former secretary). 
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•   proven reliability in the field 

•   a track record of high-quality submissions
of descriptions of scarce and rare birds to
county records committees and BBRC 

•   experience of record assessment 

•   regional credibility

•   the capacity to handle the volume of work
involved in assessing upwards of  700
records per year

•   the capacity to work quickly and 
efficiently

•   easy access to the internet
BBRC has two nominees this year, but we

welcome further nominations. Traditionally
we have aimed to maintain a Northern Isles
representative, and would like that to con-
tinue, but the second nominee could be
based anywhere. 

The first nominee is Roger Riddington.
Roger started birding in Lincolnshire in his
schooldays. He moved to Shetland in 1992,
where he was first assistant warden and then
warden on Fair Isle. He has lived on main-
land Shetland since 1998, and became the BB
editor in 2001. Holidays have taken him
outside the UK, mainly in the northern
hemisphere, but he gets most enjoyment
from species that might turn up in Britain.
Moving to Shetland cured his desire to culti-
vate a large British list but he is always keen
to see, and especially find, rarities in Shet-
land. Species on his find list include Red-
necked Stint Calidris ruficollis, Thick-billed
Warbler Iduna aedon and Taiga Flycatcher
Ficedula albicilla, although more regular rari-
ties that he’d always dreamed of stumbling
across, including Ross’s Gull Rhodostethia
rosea and White’s Thrush Zoothera dauma,
gave particular pleasure, as did a Yellow-
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rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata in his
garden. He has served on the Scottish and
Shetland records committees, and also as a
director of Fair Isle Bird Observatory Trust.

Our second nominee is Stephen Menzie.
Stephen is originally from Liverpool but now
lives in London. He has birded across Britain
and the wider Western Palearctic, including
working as a ringer in Spain and Sweden. He
is particularly interested in moult, ageing,
sexing and feather-level identification, and
has written a number of articles on the sub-
jects. He has found or been involved in
finding various rarities across the region –
including Eastern Subalpine Warbler Sylvia c.
cantillans/albistriata (http://bit.ly/2n05V97),
Yellow-breasted Bunting Emberiza aureola
and three Collared Flycatchers Ficedula 
albicollis at Falsterbo, in Sweden, and 
Watercock Gallicrex cinerea in Oman
(http://bit.ly/2lzedaV) – and he enjoys close
ties with several European rarity committees.
He formerly worked for BirdGuides and now
works for NatureGuides, developing apps and
software, including the Collins Bird Guide app.

Further nominations should be sent to the
BBRC chairman (chair@bbrc.org.uk) before
30th June 2017, with a proposer and sec-
onder, a brief summary of the nominee’s
experience and the written agreement of the
nominee. After this date, if we have received
further nominations, a voting slip and list of
all candidates with relevant details will be
sent to all county recorders and bird observa-
tory wardens for an election, as per section
2.2.3 of our Constitution (see www.bbrc.
org.uk/about/constitution). 

For extra information, contact Paul
French at chair@bbrc.org.uk


