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British Birds aims to: ! provide an up-to-date magazine for everyone interested in the birds 
of the Western Palearctic; ! publish a range of material on behaviour, conservation, distribution, 
ecology, identification, movements, status and taxonomy as well as the latest ornithological news 

and book reviews; !maintain its position as the journal of record; and

! interpret scientific research on birds in an easily accessible way.

The Rare Breeding Birds Panel report is the final instalment of the trilogy
of regular reports that forms a core part of BB’s publishing year. The 2015
report is late this year, owing to a combination of new data-handling
systems and the difficulty of getting data from a minority of less well-
organised counties, but the RBBP team is confident of returning to the
normal timescale for the 2016 report. As usual, the completeness of the
information varies between species, which is highlighted in the ‘coverage’
section of the redesigned species banners. It would be impossible to achieve
comprehensive coverage of all the species on the RBBP list every year, but
maintaining a yearly ‘watching brief ’ between national surveys or atlas
periods is an effective means of keeping track of the overall picture for
many species. The small table on p. 707 of the introduction is eye-catching,

highlighting the top ten winners and losers, at least in terms of percentage changes over the last 25
years. It’s unsurprising that birds of wetland habitats dominate the winners, but interesting that some
are among the losers – the numbers of Slavonian Grebes and both Marsh and Savi’s Warblers confirm
that there is no one-size-fits-all approach to wetland management and conservation. 
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