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A COUNTY fauna must inevitably be largely a work of com
pilation, but it should also be a great deal more. In the 
prospectus of the present work we were promised tha t " all 
available information hitherto published, together with 
a very large amount of original material " would be embodied 
in it. 

On going carefully through the volume, however, we regret 
to find tha t the original observations of any importance are 
singularly few, and we have failed to find any records of rare 
birds, or information on the distribution of the more local 
species, tha t have not already been published elsewhere. 
Very little a t t empt seems to have been made to bring the 
latter important branch of the subject up-to-date, and in 
consequence the status of several species as given, is at the 
present day inaccurate. For instance, we find no information 
about the Dartford Warbler since 1863 ; only very meagre 
notes on the Golden Oriole since 1875 ; and nothing at all 
about the Peregrine since 1887. 

For the rest the book is a mere compilation, and consists 
almost entirely of articles copied verbatim and in extenso 
from various sources. As a consequence the space taken up 
is often out of all proportion to the importance of the subject, 
while other subjects are as much neglected. For example, 
over eight pages are devoted to anecdotes and trivial 
observations on the House-Sparrow—quite out of place in 
a county fauna—and the important subject of the local 
Heronries is dismissed in as many lines. 

There would not, perhaps, be need to criticise this too 
severely, had the work of compiling been thoroughly done ; 
but, unfortunately, this is far from being the case. No 
bibliography is given, but it is evident tha t several important 
sources of information have not been consulted, and even the 
" Zoologist " has by no means been exhaustively searched. 

The number of birds on the " Kentish L i s t " is computed by 
the authors a t three hundred and twenty, but it would hardly 
seem necessary in a county with such a rich avifauna to a t ta in 
such a total by the inclusion of such species as the American 
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Robin, Red-winged Starling, Mocking Bird, Mottled Owl, the 
Egyptian and Canada Geese, and such doubtful forms as 
the Polish Swan and Pallas's Grey Shrike. Thirteen other 
species, viz. : White's Thrush, Yellow-Browed and Savi's 
Warblers, Crested Tit, Ortolan Bunting, Crested Lark, Great 
Black Woodpecker, Golden Eagle, Iceland Falcon, Great 
White Heron, Red Grouse, Roseate Tern, and Bonaparte's 
Gull are included on apparently very slender evidence indeed. 
On the other hand the Water-Pipit, White-winged Black Tern, 
and Sabine's Gull, which have undoubtedly occurred in the 
county, are omitted, and there is no reference at all to the 
Willow-Tit. 

The coloured plates, representing eight species of special 
interest to Kent ornithologists, though fairly good, are of 
unequal merit, that of the Masked Shrike, perhaps, being the 
best. Illustrations of the typical haunts of some of the 
more local species would have certainly added interest to the 
book, and in our opinion should always find a place in a county 
fauna. The map of the county is ridiculously small, and as 
a guide to the position of the places mentioned in the text 
almost wholly useless. 

Altogether this book cannot be considered an adequate 
history of the Kent avifauna, and it seems a pity that, having 
accumulated such a mass of material, the authors should 
not have gone further and spent a little more time and trouble 
in making that material complete. Thorough and up-to-date 
information should be the characteristic of ornithological 
as of all scientific works, and those that do not reach the 
requisite standard of efficiency are better left unpublished. 

N.F.T. 

A Bird Collector's Medley. By E. 0. Arnold, M.A. Illus
trated. West, Newman. 10s. 

MR. ARNOLD is well-known as a diligent searcher after rare 
wanderers on our east coast, and he has shot and recorded 
from time to time a number of birds which have strayed 
from their normal course during the migration season. All 
this is useful, and no harm can be done to our indigenous 
avifauna by shooting such birds, while some benefit accrues 
to science by the exact recording of their wanderings. 
Some of the remarks in the chapter on " Protection " are 
sensible, but the author is not always sincere since, although 
he asserts that to him the Dartford Warbler is sacred, yet he 
relates very fully how he succeeded in shooting one of these 
birds, as well as two Bearded Tits, a much rarer English 
breeding bird. Mr. Arnold had no justification whatever 
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for his shameful raid on these birds, since if the skins are 
wanted for a scientific purpose they can easily be obtained 
from abroad, where the bird is common. Nor does he bring 
forward any proof tha t the danger of final extermination of 
rare breeding species by the amateur collector has been ex
aggerated. Nor can we agree with him tha t the Ruff, Avocet, 
Black-tailed Godwit, Black Tern, and Bittern are banished 
for ever as breeding species, and therefore may be shot as 
stragglers—far from it. On the shore, the mud-flats, and 
marshes Mr. Arnold is, as it were, on his own ground, and the 
chapters on shore-shooting are entertaining, but he would 
have been well advised to have omitted all reference to such 
places as the New Forest, where he has spent but a few days. 
There is much shooting but little ornithology in the book. 
Scientific names are omitted, and we have never heard of the 
Lesser Black-headed Gull (c/. pp . 31 and 33). The illus
trations from the author 's own drawings in black and white 
and colour are decidedly stiff and faulty in various details, 
but we have no wish to criticise them too severely. 

Wild Life on a Norfolk Estuary. By Arthur H. Patterson : 
with a prefatory note by Her Grace the Duchess of Bedford. 
Illustrated. Methuen & Co. 10s. 6d. net. 

T H A T enough material could be got together to make a book 
—a readable book— about the bird-life of so circumscribed 
an area as the mud-flats of Breydon Water, Great Yarmouth, 
would have seemed to most people very improbable. Yet 
Mr. Patterson has achieved this task, and with distinction. 
He has had the good fortune to see, on many occasions, small 
parties of such interesting birds as Spoonbills and Avocets ; 
and by dint of great patience has succeeded in keeping these 
under observation for many hours during several days. So 
recently as 1905 for example, he fell in with a flock of no less 
than nine Avocets. They swam, he says, " with the buoyancy 
of Tufted Ducks." Much of their food, we are rather surprised 
to find, they procured by tha t curious half-diving action so 
characteristic of the Mallard ; where the head and forepart of 
the body are submerged while the tail is kept vertical, above 
water, by the action of the legs. This is a book, in short, 
which is full of most interesting matter , not only as regards 
rarities, but also concerning the commoner species, and the 
earlier days when this rendezvous was even more favoured 
by birds than now. The illustrations have been drawn by 
the author himself, in pen-and-ink, and of their kind are 
excellent. 
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