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EDITORIAL. 

THANKS to the generous support accorded it during its 
first year of life, and to that which has been promised 
already for the future, BEITISH B I E D S enters upon its 
second year with the prospect of a useful career before it. 

The programme, which we are already able to announce, 
for the next twelve months is sufficient in itself to show 
that there will be no falling off in the interest of our 
pages ; but, on the contrary, as the year wears on, doubt
less we shall receive many other articles in every way as 
attractive and as valuable as those we have now the good 
fortune to announce. Of these, some, we hope, will bear 
on the themes to be presently suggested. 

Not the least interesting matter in our new programme 
will be, we venture to think, the series of essays on Early 
British Ornithologists and their Work, by Mr. W. H. 
Mullens. As many of our readers doubtless know, there 
are few men so able to appraise the work of these old 
authors as Mr. Mullens, who has for some time been 
engaged in the study of these early authors, and during 
that time he has brought together an extensive collection 
of their books, many of which are quite inaccessible to the 
working ornithologist, and these are to be drawn upon for 
our benefit. There are some, indeed, who seem inclined 
to decry the labours of these pioneers—who mark only 
the inaccurate and, sometimes, absurd statements which 
passed with them for knowledge, and forget how difficult 
were the conditions under which they were compelled to 
labour. But the spirit of kindly appreciation shown by 
Mr. Mullens will enable us to realize that libraries in those 
days, even where they existed, were not easily accessible ; 
and the dangers and difficulties of travel, even within 
the confines of Great Britain, were greater than we can 
readily imagine. We are, in short, inclined to forget that 
we have entered into their labours, and have built upon 
the foundations which they laid. 

There are many aspects of the bionomical, or, as some 
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prefer to call it, the cecological side of our study which 
demand more attention than they have generally met 
with among ornithologists of this country. And we hope 
that some of our readers may be induced to send us 
contributions on such subjects, for example, as bear upon 
the influence of climate on plumage, and on the inter
relations of species. On this last theme, there are 
several important cases awaiting systematic investiga
tion : such, for instance, as the effect of the increasing 
numbers of Starlings on the Woodpecker; and of the 
decrease in the Swallow-tribe through the pugnacity of 
the House-Sparrow. How much of truth is there in the 
isolated statements which, of recent years, have been 
made on these subjects ? Many other kindred problems 
will doubtless suggest themselves to our readers. 

The subject of Economic Ornithology in this country 
has been scandalously neglected. So far, scraps of in
formation, mostly incorrect and gathered at haphazard, 
generally by strongly biassed partizans, have been made 
to serve our needs. No a t tempt to remedy this state of 
affairs can possibly meet with success which is not made 
in all seriousness, and carried out on strictly scientific 
lines. One cannot " dabble " with a problem of this kind. 
We had hoped very much to be able to carry on a pre
liminary investigation of the kind we are so anxious to 
see carried out, but a careful calculation has convinced 
us that the cost of such an enterprise would be prohibitive. 
We must again express the hope tha t an investigation 
will be undertaken by the Board of Agriculture, as has 
long been done, both on the Continent and in America, and 
with magnificent results. To carry conviction such an 
investigation must be prosecuted by an impartial body, 
and one which can command the services of fully qualified 
experts, whose work must be carried out under conditions 
which leave no loophole for doubt. 

In the present number will be found the first section 
of an article framed for the purpose of facilitating the 
identification of Ducks' eggs—a by no means easy matter . 
Read with the help of the coloured plates which the 
generosity of the author enables us to provide, we feel 
sure that this contribution will overcome the difficulty 
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that has hitherto existed in the determination of doubtful 
cases. 

Among other articles already promised we may mention 
the following: Mr. Boyd Alexander on the British 
migrants which he met with in his last great journey 
from the Niger to the Nile; Mr. E. Bidwell on Cuckoo 
fosterers; Mr. J. L. Bonhote on British birds which have 
bred in captivity; Mr. W. H. Kirkman on variations 
in the nest-building of the Common and Arctic Terns; 
Commander H. Lynes on the habits of our summer 
birds when on migration in the Mediterranean; Mr. 
M. J. Nicoll on the moult of the Swallow; and 
Prof. Lloyd Morgan on some aspects of the psychology 
of nest-building, or some kindred theme to be determined 
by him later. That this will prove a welcome and valuable 
contribution there is no need to doubt, for Prof. Morgan 
is the greatest authority on this difficult subject in this 
country. 

As we have already announced, the articles on " Addi
tions to our Knowledge of British Birds since 1899 " will 
be continued and completed in the present volume, and 
the results of the Wood-Pigeon enquiry will be given by 
Dr. C. B. Ticehurst in an early issue. Other contributors 
to last year's volume will interest us again, and photo
graphy, as an aid to our science, will be to the fore. 

We have given an outline of our programme; but let 
no intending contributor think that our space is exhausted. 
We shall always find room for anything which we think 
should be put before the readers of BRITISH BIRDS. 

Finally, we need hardly say that we shall continue to 
make a feature of " Notes," which, we hope, will increase 
in number and importance, while we shall make a point, 
as hitherto, of extracting from all sources information of 
importance to the student of British birds, and thus 
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provide a current history of the subject; and in this 
connection we must again ask our readers' help by draw
ing attention to papers and records which have escaped 
our notice. 

T H E EDITORS. 




