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MARKING BIRDS. 

THE " B R I T I S H B I R D S " SCHEME. 

REFERENCES to the plan of marking birds have been 
made from time to time in previous numbers of this 
Magazine, and the subject will be familiar to our readers. 

The results achieved by Herr C. Mortensen in Denmark 
and by the officials of the Rossitten Bird Observatory in 
Germany (c/. Vol. II . , p . 362) prove that the plan is 
well worthy of a thorough and exhaustive trial. 

If sufficient results were obtained much could be 
learned from marked birds. We should gain a more 
exact idea of the movements of individual birds than has 
ever been possible by any other method, and this should 
not only throw light upon the more general aspects of 
migration, but it should tell us a great deal that is at 
present obscure with regard to particular points. For 
example, while we may know the general distribution of 
a species in winter and summer, we do not know the 
extent of the migration of individuals; or, indeed, whether 
in such cases as the Song-Thrush and Robin, certain 
individuals migrate at all. The movements of sea-
birds are very little understood, and much might be 
learned from marking a large number. This plan might 
also tell us what influence age has upon plumage, etc. ; 
where a young bird, whose birthplace is known, breeds; 
whether individuals return to previous nesting haunts, 
and whether pairs come together again in successive 
breeding seasons. 

Such are a few of the possibilities of a thorough system 
of marking birds, but in order to obtain results of real 
scientific importance there are two essentials. Firstly, 
to mark a large number of birds with such care that the 
facts with regard to the identity of the birds, the numbers 
on the rings and the dates and localities are indisputable ; 
and, secondly, to recover such a proportion of the marked 
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birds that the results obtained may be sufficient to make 
them really valuable. 

To this end we have had prepared a number of rings, 
of which we will send a supply, with a schedule of 
observations to be filled in, and full directions to any 
reader of the Magazine who will undertake to mark 
birds. I t is above all necessary that those who under
take to help shall also undertake to use every care to 
fill in the schedule methodically and accurately, and to 
observe the directions given, otherwise endless confusion 
will be caused, and the objects desired will be defeated. 
For this reason a copy of the schedule and directions 
has been here printed, so that those who are willing to 
help will see before applying for rings exactly what they 
will be asked to do. 

I t may here be mentioned that the rings are very 
simple and easily adjustable, and do not, so far as observa
tions go, in the least injure or impede the birds. 

Equally important to marking the birds is their 
recovery. Every ring therefore will be marked in full— 
" Wither by, High Holborn, London." Rings which are 
insufficiently marked, or marked with an abbreviated 
address, seem to us to be useless, and the results obtained 
from birds so ringed may even be misleading. London, 
being more universally known than any other place-
name, seems a great advantage, in that any finder of a 
ring so marked should realise that communication with 
the " r i n g e r " is intended. Moreover, it is our intention 
to seek the co-operation of the Press, not only of this 
country, but of the Continent, in making it known that 
birds are being so marked, and for what purpose. 

Dr. C. B. Ticehurst, who takes a great interest in this 
subject, and has himself had experience in marking birds 
for the last two years, has very kindly given us much 
advice, and has offered his help in keeping records and 
working out the results of the scheme. Progress will be 
reported from time to time in these pages, and we hope 
that many of our readers will take up the work. All 
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coram.vmicatioT\s on t b e subjec t shou ld b e addressed t o 
the Editors of BRITISH B I E D S , 326, High Holborn, 
London, and marked in the corner " M." 

H . F . W . 

SCHEDULE. 

NO. OF 
RING. 

DATE. NAME OP BIRD. 
PLACE. 

{State 
County.) 

REMARKS. 
(State Sex, if you are certain of it 

and whether nestling or adult; if 
sevenil birds of one brood, colony 
or nock iiave been marked, indicate 

which they are.) 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR MARKING BIRDS. 

1. I t is most important to note down the number of the ring and the 
species of bird immediately you have marked it, and to enter up 
the Schedule without delay. The number of any ring lost or 
broken must be noted. 

2. Any birds that can be caught should be marked, but the easiest to 
obtain are nestlings just before they fly. 

3. Do not mark any bird unless you are quite certain of the species. 
4. Do not mark any injured bird, nor any bird which has been in 

captivity. 
5. The rings are made in three sizes:—the largest size is suitable for 

Peewits, Gulls, Rooks, etc. ; the medium size for Starlings, 
Thrushes, Snipe, etc. ; the smallest size for Warblers, Tits, etc. 

6. To fix the ring :—Hold the bird with its back upwards and its legs 
away from you in one hand, and with the forefinger and thumb 
of the same hand hold one of the legs at the ankle joint (some
times called the knee). With the other hand slip the ring on 
to the tarsus, just above the foot, and, with the finger and 
thumb or a pair of pliers, press the ends of the ring together 
so tha t they just meet. See that the ring cannot slip off the 
foot before you release the "bird. 

7. Schedules, when complete (i.e., when 20 birds have been marked) 
or when partly filled if no more birds are likely to be marked 
for some time, should be sent immediately to the Editors of 
BRITISH B I R D S , 326, High Holborn, London. Requests for 
additional rings (the sizes wanted should be stated) and 
schedules should be addressed the same, and it is requested tha t 
all communications be marked " M " upon the envelope. 

8. Full particulars should be sent in of all marked birds recovered, 
even if they are recovered in the district in which they were 
marked. 

9. If a ring is recovered i t must not be used a second time or confusion 
will arise. 
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