
ifflOTESl 
MARKING BIRDS I N SCOTLAND. 

M A Y I trespass on your space to the extent of a few lines t o 
draw the attention of readers of B R I T I S H B I R D S to a scheme 
for marking birds which we have just set afoot ? This 
inquiry into bird migration is to be carried out from the 
Natural History Department of the University of Aberdeen. 
The details are similar to those of the Rossitten enterprise, 
OL which I have already given some description in these 
pages (Vol. I I . , p . 362). As I understand tha t our enterprise 
is to be closely followed by the appearance in the field of a 
similar one to be carried out under the auspices of this 
magazine, I cannot make any appeal here for co-operators 
to assist in the work of marking, and therefore confine myself 
to asking tha t any readers of B R I T I S H B I R D S finding one of 
our marked birds will return the ring, preferably with the 
foot or even the whole bird, with particulars of date, locality, 
etc., to " Bird Migration Inquiry, Natural History Depart
ment, The University, Aberdeen, N . B . " We shall refund 
postage whenever desired. Our rings are marked " Aberdeen 
University " on the sizes for Lapwing and upwards, but we 
hope to get some returns for small birds marked with the 
contracted address (in smaller characters) " Abdn. Univ ." 
There is a registered number on each ring. 

A. LANDSBOROITGH THOMSON. 

T H E REDSTART IN SUSSEX. 

ALTHOUGH the Redstar t comes in quite well amongst the 
usual rush of summer migrants, it is, so far as I can gather 
from personal as well as from outside sources, an extremely 
rare breeder in Sussex. In the Weald it is practically non
existent, as it is in the vicinity of the coast round Eastbourne, 
Brighton, and Worthing, to enumerate but a few spots. I am, 
therefore, anxious to know if any of your numerous readers 
have found the nest in Sussex, and if so, when and where. 
By detailing this mat ter much valuable assistance would ,be 
lent to my forthcoming work on Sussex ornithology. I t is a 
remarkable fact tha t the Redstar t should be so rare in Sussex, 
seeing tha t in par ts of Kent , at any rate, it is quite a common 
bird. So it is in Essex. 

J O H N W A L P O L E - B O N D . 
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DARTEORD W A R B L E R IN SUSSEX. 

A MALE specimen of the Dartford Warbler (Sylvia undata) 
was shot by one of the watchers in Pe t t Level, Sussex, on 
April 3rd, 1909, and was brought in the flesh to the Hastings 
Museum on April 5th. 

W. H. MULLENS. 

SOME SUSSEX RAVENS. 

I DOUBT whether any inland breeding place is a t the present 
time used by Ravens in the county of Sussex, but should be 
pleased to find t ha t I am wrong. Borrer (Birds of Sussex) 
mentions five inland localities where the Raven bred, or had 
formerly done so, namely, Danny Park, Wolstonbury Hill, 
Burton Park, Parham Park, Bramber Castle, and he also 
refers to the Petworth Park Ravens, so graphically described 
by A. E. Knox (Orn. Rambles Sussex). In a previous number 
of this magazine (Vpl. I I . , p . 279) I have told of the destruction 
of the Heathfield Park Ravens as late as 1876, and now put 
on record the date of disappearance of the Ravens from 
Ashburnham Place. The " Ravens ' Toll," or clump, consists 
to-day of sixteen ancient Scotch firs, scarred and weather-
beaten, but these remaining trees are evidently only a portion 
of the original group which once crowned the knoll. They 
s tand not more than 150 yards within the palings of the deer 
park of Ashburnham Place, which borders the high road 
between Batt le and Ninfield, and directly opposite to Agmer-
hurst House. I t is a fitting position for a Raven's nest, for 
the view embraces a great extent of fair country. Beachy 
Head, the Downs, the Weald, and, immediately beneath, the 
stately home of the Lords of Ashburnham, enveloped in woods 
of noble oaks and beeches, with green park and broad waters. 
When lately visiting this spot I had the advantage of being 
accompanied by Thomas Hook, now eighty years of age, 
who had passed all his life as one of the gamekeepers on the 
estate, and with whom the nesting of the Ravens, which he 
had watched from boyhood, was an event of annual interest. 
He pointed out the actual tree in which the birds had nested ; 
he never heard any complaint of damage to animals made 
against these Ravens, they ate a dead fawn or hare, but never 
to his knowledge at tacked living ones. The late Earl of 
Ashburnham had the young broods of Ravens shot yearly, 
but never allowed the parents to be molested. They bred in 
the " Ravens ' Toll " annually, and for the last time in 1877, 
but disappeared in 1878, the year in which the above-men
tioned nobleman died. The coincidence of the two events 



28 BRITISH BIRDS. 

was much commented on at the time by the people of the 
estate, and the departure of the Ravens was looked on by 
them as a bad omen—an interesting survival of the sentiment 
of veneration for the bird, which was so generally held by our 
forefathers. 

H. W. FEILDEN. 

CUCKOO'S EGG IN BLACKBIRD'S NEST. 
I HAVE heard it asserted that whenever a Cuckoo places its 
egg in the nest of a Blackbird (Turdus merula), the latter 
ejects the alien egg. As the Blackbird is not very often chosen 
as a fosterer by the Cuckoo, such assertions are difficult to 
prove or disprove. The following incident may therefore be 
deemed worthy of record, as stated by Rev. C. F. Thornewill, 
viear of Calverhall, near Whitchurch, Salop. On May 9th 
he found that a Cuckoo had placed an egg in the nest of a 
Blackbird, in his garden. It was deposited when the Black
bird had laid only one egg, but she subsequently laid three 
more. Mr. Thornewill took the Cuckoo's egg and two of the 
Blackbird's, and has them now in his collection. 

H. E. FOBBEST. 

NESTING OF THE SNIPE IN WILTSHIRE. 
ON May 6th last, when searching a reed-bed in the water-
meadows along the River Kennet, about four miles east of 
Marlborough, I flushed a Common Snipe (Gallinago coslestis). 
I made a thorough search all round the spot, but could find 
no signs of a nest. The following week, on May 12th, I 
visited the place again, and a Snipe got up at the same spot. 
After a short search I found the nest, which was very well 
hidden by small reeds, grasses, and wild flowers of various 
kinds. The nest was very slight in structure, and contained two 
eggs, which were in every way typical of those of the Snipe. 
The reed-bed is about 100 yards long, varying from 50 to 
30 yards in breadth. Along one side there is the river, and 
along two-thirds of the other side there is a withey bed, 
while on the remaining third of this side there is a hedge. 
Every three or four yards there are small channels of water 
running across the bed, at right angles to the river, and the 
nest was placed about six inches from one of these channels. 
The whole of the reed-bed is thickly covered with small reeds 
and wild marsh plants about eight inches high. This is the 
first nest of this species found in the Marlborough district, 
and Mr. Meyrick thinks that it is the first nest recorded for 
Wiltshire. R. O. MATHEWS. 
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[We are very glad to publish this note, if only because it 
is a good illustration of how much there is yet to be done in 
working out the distribution of some of our commonest birds. 
Dr. F. G. Penrose tells us that the Snipe nests at Downton, 
near Salisbury, and we have no doubt that it does so in many 
other places in Wiltshire, but we are surprised to be unable 
to find a record (we have not made an exhaustive search) of 
its nesting in the county, although it is well known to breed 
more or less commonly in the surrounding counties. In his 
" Birds of Wiltshire," the late Rev. A. C. Smith seems to 
consider the Snipe as a winter migrant only in the south of 
England, yet it was well known to Gilbert White a hundred 
and fifty years ago as a breeder in the adjoining county of 
Hampshire.—EDS.] 

BAIRD'S SANDPIPER IN NORFOLK. 
IN his " Ornithological Report for Norfolk" {Zoologist, 
1909, p. 124) Mr. J. H. Gurney makes the important announce
ment that a specimen (sex and age not noted) of Baird's 
Sandpiper (Tringa bairdi) was shot at Hunstanton, Norfolk, on 
September 16th, 1903. The bird, " which was not recorded 
at the time, and has only been recently brought to the 
knowledge of Norfolk naturalists, was received on the 19th by 
Mr. George Bristow, taxidermist, St. Leonards, and examined 
while still in the flesh by Mr. M. J. Nicoll, himself the shooter 
of the first British T. bairdi." This second specimen has 
since passed into Sir Vauncey Crewe's collection at Calke 
Abbey. I t will be remembered that the late Howard 
Saunders included Mr. Nicoll's specimen in his " Additions 
to the list of British Birds since 1899," contributed to our 
first number (Vol. I., p. 15). 

H. F.W. 
RUFFS IN NORFOLK. 

OK May 6th, about six a.m., at Hickling, while crouching 
behind some bushes watching a pair of Stonechats, ten 
Reeves and three Ruffs (Machetes pugnax) passed so close that 
I was able to note the brilliancy of one Ruff in particular. 
Later on, about ten o'clock, a flock of from seventy to eighty 
flew over the marshes, going due east. All that day these 
birds were about the broad in large flocks, sometimes dropping 
down to feed, sometimes circling round for several miles ; 
with glasses we could watch their progress as they made the 
circuit of the marshes. When crossing the broad they flew 
quite low down. For several days in succession I have come 
across little batches of these birds, standing about in the 
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shallows or feeding, but so far have seen no righting. I t ' s 
" an ill wind t ha t blows nobody any good," and the north
east gale, tha t has interfered sadly with photography or 
bird-watching, has had its compensation. 

E. L. T U R N E R . 

BLACK-TAILED GODWITS I N N O R T H WALES. 
W H I L E studying the bird- l i fe on Morchras Island, near 
Barmouth, Nor th Wales, on April 10th, 1909, I was delighted 
to iind four specimens of the Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa 
belgica), feeding on the marsh after the tide had receded. Two 
were in the reddish plumage of summer, the others in the 
drabish grey of winter. As these were the first living 
specimens I had had the good luck to see in Great Britain, I 
studied them through my field-glasses for one hour. The birds 
appeared to be quite oblivious of my presence, and fed 
leisurely, keeping to one spot, which appeared to supply plenty 
of food. The colour of the light portion of the bill was a pale 
pink, and the upward curve of the mandible much more acute 
in the living than dead specimens. I n stretching out their 
legs and wings the birds several times displayed the broad 
black band across the tail. This bird must be regarded as 
very rare for Wales. Mr. H. E. Forrest in the " Vertebrate 
Fauna of Nor th Wales," states tha t Mr. Rawlings of Barmouth 
noted one on the estuary, but tha t gentleman declared t ha t 
he had never seen the Black-tailed Godwit ; whilst the 
taxidermists a t Aberystwith also said t ha t they had never 
seen this species. „ „ 

r F . COBTJRNV 

BLACK GUILLEMOT I N CORNWALL. 
O N April 15th, 1909, some friends and myself, when start ing 
on a fishing expedition a t the Lizard with Mr. R. H. Harris, 
a keen local naturalist, saw a bird come several times into 
the cove and finally settle on the rocks within twenty or th i r ty 
yards of us. We then clearly identified it as a Black Guillemot 
(Uria grylle). Mr. Harris told us tha t he had seen a similar 
bird last year, bu t had not found out what it was. 

H E R B E R T C. G R I F F I T H . 

E A R L Y N E S T I N G OF T H E G R E A T CRESTED 
G R E B E . 

A FEW years ago I saw a pair of Great Crested Grebes 
(Podicipes cristatus) piling up nesting material in a reed-bed on 
one of the Cheshire meres on March 17th, and it is not unusual 
to find fresh eggs in the second half of April, but until this 
year I had never seen young birds in the first week of May. 
A t Weston Turville Reservoir, near Aylesbury, on May 2nd, 
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incubation in some cases had probably not begun, as several 
birds were indulging in the grotesque bowing and head-shaking 
that marks the course of courtship in this species; two birds 
were brooding on nests in the rushes, and it was obvious from 
the pose of another, sitting high in the water as it did, with 
wings slightly raised, that it was carrying young birds on its 
back. A closer inspection with the glass showed that the 
young birds—three in number—had not long been hatched, for, 
apart from their size, the ground colour of their striped downy 
plumage was much whiter than is the case with nestlings a few 
days old, and except when they craned their necks in order to 
be fed they were almost entirely concealed by the sheltering 
feathers of the parent bird. Now and then one of the young 
ones would slide into the water from the old bird's neck; it 
never remained there, however, for many seconds but scrambled 
up over the old bird's tail to regain its floating cradle, using feet, 
wings and, I think, bill in doing so. The old bird, from time 
to time, picked up something from the surface of the water, 
and, turning its head, fed the jostling trio on its shoulders. 
Its mate, too, foraging in the vicinity with lowered neck, tippet 
trailing in the water, and bill submerged, made frequent visits 
with food which it gathered on the surface—I did not see it 
dive—and fed the young ones. I could not make out what 
the food was, but whilst I was watching the birds the old one 
twice swam up with a white feather in its bill—perhaps gleaned 
from the water, perhaps plucked from its own plumage—and 
proffered it to the young, one of which on each occasion 
swallowed it with many gulps and struggles. This act 
suggests that the curious habit of swallowing feathers obtains 
in Grebes at a very early age.* „, 

CHAS. OLDHAM. 

SLAVONIAN GREBES IN SUMMER IN ORKNEY. 
WITH reference to the occurrences of the Slavonian Grebe 
(Podicipes auritus) in Scotland in summer, mentioned in 
Vol. II., p. 334, these birds often stay very late in Orkney 
during adverse winds, but certainly do not nest there. On 
April 5th, 1908, my boatman got one there in almost full 
summer plumage ; on April 10th two in full summer plumage 
flew past within fifteen yards of me, and I saw several others 
three parts changed, and they were still about during the first 
week in May. The latest date was the end of the second 
week in June during 1907, when my boatman procured one 

* I n " The Home-Life o! some Marsh-Birds," Miss E. L. Turner 
records (p. 13) how a parent Great Crested Grebe offered feathers to 
the young when only a day old.—H.F.W. 
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in full summer plumage. These birds certainly begin to 
acquire summer plumage early in March, if I may judge 
from one half in winter and half in summer plumage which 
I shot on March 18th, 1907, on Loch Stenness, Orkney. 

H. W. R O B I N S O N . 

NORFOLK BIRDS. 
I N Mr. J . H. Gurncy's " Ornithological Report for Norfolk 
(1908) " (Zool, 1909, pp. 121-138), we note the following 
interesting records, which have not been previously referred 
to in these pages :—Barn-Owls exhibiting luminosity were 
again reported by several observers, but no one has yet set 
at rest the question as to the cause of the phenomenon, which 
can only be satisfactorily accomplished by securing one of 
these birds and submitting it to a careful examination. 
Bitterns were reported as " booming " on March 23rd, April 
12th, and October 2nd. The first Spoonbill visited Breydon 
Broad on March 31st (this seems the earliest date on record 
in the district) ; four were seen a t the same place on May 13th, 
one was reported on August 8th, one on October 14th, while 
another was shot on November 21st, and this is one of the 
latest occurrences of this bird which has been recorded in 
Norfolk. A Stilt was reported on April 29th and an Avocet 
on May 28th, while a small fiock of the lat ter species visited 
the north coast during tha t month. H. F . W. 

* * * 

I R I S H BIRDS.—Corrections.—Mr. R. J . Ussher informs us 
tha t the Black-throated Divers recorded at p . 421, Vol. I I . , 
were not Irish birds, but were received by Mr. Williams from 
Norway. Also, tha t Ardagh mentioned under Snowy Owl 
(p. 412), is in co. Limerick and not in co. Kerry. Mr. R. M. 
Barrington writes to us to correct his record of the Little Gull 
mentioned on p . 420, which proves to be in immature plumage 
and not adult , and was shot on February 7th and not on 
March 7th. 

SHOVBLBR AND W I G E O N B R E E D I N G IN CUMBERLAND. 
Messrs. D. L. Thorpe and L. E. Hope record the breeding of 
the Wigeon on April 31st (?30th!) , 1908, a t Bassenthwaite 
(Zool., 1909, p . 191), and of the Shoveler near the River Esk 
on May 21st, 1908 (t.c, p . 192). No further particulars are 
given. 


	Notes
	Marking birds in Scotland
	The Redstart in Sussex
	Dartford Warbler in Sussex
	Some Sussex Ravens
	Cuckoo's egg in Blackbird's nest
	Nesting of the Snipe in Wiltshire
	Baird's Sandpiper in Norfolk
	Ruffs in Norfolk
	Black-tailed Godwits in North Wales
	Black Guillemot in Cornwall
	Early nesting of the Great Crested Grebe
	Slavonian Grebes in Summer in Orkney
	Norfolk Birds
	Irish Birds
	Shoveler and Wigeon breeding in Cumberland


