
HOTES 
MARKING B I R D S . 

W E are very glad to be able to state t ha t the scheme for 
marking birds with aluminium rings, outlined in our last 
number, has been well taken up, and we take this opportunity 
of thanking those of our readers who are helping by put t ing 
on the rings and filling up the schedules. We have so far 
issued nearly 3000 rings of various sizes, and we hope soon 
to publish some particulars of how they have been used, and 
meanwhile, as there will still be many young birds about 
during this month, we would ask those readers who have 
opportunities for joining in the work to apply for rings and 
schedules. g D S 

R E D S T A R T I N SUSSEX. 

I N reply to your correspondent (Mr. J . W. Bond) last month, 
a Redstar t (Rulicilla phcenicurus), some fifteen years ago, 
built in my summer-house here (Netherfield, near Batt le) , 
upon a sort of shelf which went round the top of the match-
boarded interior, under the heather thatching. I managed to 
identify the bird, being very uncertain what the four eggs laid 
were. Their colour was greenish blue, delicately sprinkled 
with dull red, especially a t the base, like a Whinchat 's . The 
bird deserted, and then nested in the cavity of a holly tree, 
in a field close by, and laid four eggs speckled similarly. In 
my twenty-one years' residence here I have never seen 
another pair in Sussex. 

E. F . B . MONCK. 

LESSER R E D P O L L IN SUSSEX. 

M R . WALPOLE B O N D writes in the last number of the Lesser 
Redpoll as being a resident in Sussex. In the Tunbridge 
Wells district I believe no birds s tay throughout the year, for 
those tha t nest here all seem to leave about September, and 
then for some weeks there is scarcely one to be seen—or, i t 
would be better to say, heard. After an interval the winter 
visitors arrive. The summer residents return at the beginning 
of April, again after a gap of several weeks from the t ime 
when the winter birds leave. This gap was particularly 
noticeable last autumn, for only a very few birds came for 
the winter and they were later than usual. 

H. G. ALEXANDER. 
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RAVENS AS SCAVENGERS. 
THE testimony of the eminent naturalist Belon {circa 1555), 
referring to the protection given to Kites and Ravens in the 
City of London, is well known; and likewise that of Sir 
Thomas Browne, referring to Norwich (circa 1662), as to the 
" good plentie about the citty which makes so few Kites to 
be seen hereabout." That Ravens existed in great numbers, 
and were useful scavengers around London as late as towards 
the close of the eighteenth century, is manifest from the 
personal experiences of Robert Smith, who published a work 
on the destruction of four-footed and winged vermin, and 
quaintly describes himself as "Late Rat-Catcther" to the 
Princess Amelia.* As I never remember seeing this author 
quoted, and as some of his descriptions contain valuable 
information, and as the book itself is not common, I venture 
to give Robert Smith's note on the Raven, which shows the 
rat-catcher was a man of observation. " This is the largest 
bird that feeds on carrion, and is of a fine shining colour ; in 
some places it is very serviceable, in eating up the stinking 
flesh or carrion of dead beasts and other carrion, but in many 
other places very mischievous, and does a great deal of harm, 
I having been allowed as much per head for killing them as I 
had for Kites and Hawks, as they are equally pernicious in 
killing and devouring young rabbits, ducklings and chickens. 
I know of no better way to catch them, where they become 
troublesome, than to set two traps for them, in the same manner 
as you do for the Buzzard [see plate VI., fig. I.], and put a 
rat between them for a bait, but when you have taken one 
or two, you must move your traps to another place, or the 
others will prove too shy to be caught ; for as soon as one is 
taken, great numbers will keep round him, and seeing him 
fast, will grow suspicious of some danger, and not come near 
the place any more ; but by observing the above method, in 
moving the traps, I have caught great numbers of them in a 
day, though it is attended with some labour and trouble. I 
have often caught the London Ravens near twenty miles from 
home, in warrens, where they will sometimes come after the 
young Rabbits ; by the London Ravens, I mean those that 
generally frequent the outskirts of the metropolis, and live 
upon the filth lying there, grubbing up the dirt in order to 
get at their food, from whence the tops of their wings become 
of a nasty, dusky brown colour, occasioned by their wallowing 
in the dirt, by which means they are easily distinguishable 

* " Universal Directory for destroying Rats , and other kinds of four-
footed and winged Vermin." Third Edition. London, 1786. 
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from the country Ravens, which are black as jet, according 
to the old saying, As Mack as a Raven. I have seen some of 
these Ravens sit upon a lamb, that has been dropped weak, 
not being able to run, when they have got to his head and 
picked out the creature's eyes while yet alive. Another 
remark I shall make, which is to point out the difference 
between the manner of birds of the hawk-kind carrying their 
prey, and those of the carrion kind. Now, it is observable 
that Buzzards, Kites, Hawks and Owls constantly carry their 
prey in their claws, whereas Ravens, Carrion-Crows and 
Magpies carry their food in their beaks." 

H. W. FEILDEN. 

LITTLE BITTERN IN ORKNEY. 
ON May 14th, 1909, a servant of Mr. Scarth, of Binscarth, 
Orkney, when passing the opening into the sea of the Stennis 
Loch in Orkney, caught alive an adult male Little Bittern 
(Ardetta minuta). Mr. Scarth tried to keep the bird alive, but 
it only lived a few hours. I t was sent to Messrs. Small and 
Son, of Edinburgh, to be stuffed. 

There seems to have been only one other specimen recorded 
in Orkney and that was from Sanday (at Lopness), in 1806. 

W. COWAN. 

SHOVELER NESTING IN STAFFORDSHIRE. 
I AM pleased to be able again to report the nesting of a pair 
of Shovelers (Spatula clypeata) in Staffordshire, on a piece 
of water about a mile from the nest I reported last year 
(c/. Vol. II., p. 95). Eleven eggs were safely hatched out on 
May 16th. I t is very probable that there are one or two 
other nests in the neighbourhood, as at least two other drakes 
are to be seen. w W B L L S B L A D E N . 

TURTLE-DOVE IN SCOTLAND. 
A MALE example of the Turtle-Dove (Turtur communis), a 
rare bird in Scotland, was procured at Kelso, Roxburghshire, 
on May 15th, 1909. w A N I C H 0 L S O N . 

LATE NESTING OF WOODCOCK. 
I FLUSHED a Woodcock off her nest on June 8th and found 
there were four eggs, one of which I took and extracted the 
young bird—this was in Ross-shire. The nesting of the WTood-
cock at so late a date is remarkable, and I think it may be 
worthy of record. RICHARD H. W. LEACH. 
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LIKE the Snipe the Woodcock is undoubtedly sometimes 
double-brooded, and nests have been found considerably later 
in the season than that recorded by our correspondent. 
Eggs have been taken in Yorkshire as late as July 14th 
(T. E. Metcalfe, quoted in Victoria History of Yorkshire), while 
in Ireland the Rev. W. W. Flemyng found a nest with four 
eggs on July 14th, 1890, in co. Waterford (Zool., 1890, p. 312), 
and a nest in co. Tipperary had four eggs on July 21st, 1892 
(Field, May 6th, 1899). This last nest was the second brood 
of a pair which had young on April 2nd. 

F. C. R. J. 

SNIPE PERCHING. 
ON May 31st last I was on a large marsh in Berkshire with 
Mr. H. M. Wallis. All along one side of this marsh there is 
a line of large pollard trees, and behind certain of these are 
placed high hurdles serving as butts for Snipe-driving in the 
winter. We had reached one end of the marsh, and I was 
watching several Snipe "drumming" overhead, when one of 
them suddenly lowered and rounding a pollard tree perched 
on the top of a hurdle which was placed close by. Mr. Wallis 
tells me that this is the first time he has ever seen a Snipe 
actually perching, and, personally, though I have watched 
Snipe in their breeding haunts fairly closely for some years 
past I have never seen a similar case. 

GWYNNB WlTHERINGTON. 

THIS, of course, is unusual, but a search through the 
" Naturalist" columns of the " Field " or " Land and Water " 
would result in the discovery of many other recorded 
instances, as it is one of those perennial topics of controversy 
which recur at intervals every few years. Probably most 
Limicoline birds which breed in wooded districts occasionally 
adopt this habit, and I have even seen the Curlew perched 
for several minutes on a pine tree on the heaths of Brabant! 
The habit is, however, commonest among the Totani; the 
Redshank is very fond of perching on posts or rails, while 
the arboreal habits of the Sandpipers are well known. 

F. C.R.J. 

BESIDES the species above mentioned I have noted that 
Crreenshank, Dusky Redshank, Bar-tailed Godwit, Reeve, 
Common and Wood-Sandpiper and Whimbrel make a habit 
of perching upon trees and bushes in their breeding grounds. 

H. F. W. 
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BLACK-TAILED GODWIT I N N O R T H WALES. 

As the concluding par t of Mr. Coburn's note under this head 
in the June issue of B R I T I S H B I R D S calls in question the 
accuracy of the statement in the ' ' Vertebrate Fauna of North 
Wales," tha t the Black-tailed Godwit had occurred previously 
a t Barmouth, I would like to reply briefly. In the first place 
Mr. Coburn misquotes the passage. I did not state tha t the 
bird was noted by Mr. F . C. Rawlings, but that it was obtained. 
Mr. Rawlings recorded it in the " Zoologist," 1894, p . 334, 
as " R a r e : one procured in August, 1893." In reply to 
my enquiry for details Mr. Rawlings writes as follows :— 
" Though I have never shot the Black-tailed Godwit or noted 
it alive, I saw one in the flesh, and I think skinned and 
stuffed it for a Mr. on August 11th, 1893." The 
species is distinctly rare in North Wales, but other examples 
are recorded in the " Fauna " on the estuaries of the Dee and 
Dovey, and one in the west of Anglesey. 

H. E. F O R R E S T . 

LARGE CLUTCHES OF EGGS OF THE GREAT 
CRESTED GREBE. 

W I T H reference to Mr. Oldham's letter in the June number of 
B R I T I S H B I R D S re the early nesting of the Great Crested Grebe, 
the three young he mentions were hatched from a nest, which 
contained six eggs on April 8th. I waded out to it myself. 

This pair now has only two young : what has happened to 
the third I do not know. 

On p . 327 of Vol. I. I noted a nest of Great Crested Grebe 
containing the unusual number of seven eggs, and suggested 
that they might have been the product of two female birds." 
As stated above, I have found a nest containing six eggs this 
year ; I also found a nest containing six eggs on the same 
reservoir on April 16th, 1908. These three nests were in almost 
the same place in each of the three consecutive years. I 
suppose they were the property of the same unusually prolific 
pair. 

The Great Crested Grebe is increasing in numbers on the 
Weston Turville Reservoir, Herts. , every year. I noticed a t 
least five different pairs this year. 

L. W. CROUCH. 

T H E accompanying photograph of a Great Crested Grebe's 
nest taken in Norfolk is interesting, owing to its containing 
a clutch of six eggs. These eggs, so far as the keeper could 
tell, were laid by one bird. The nest itself is ra ther exposed. 
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but as the Broad in which it was situated is private, these 
beautiful birds are unmolested, and last year (1908), eighteen 
pairs nested there. The second time I visited the Broad 
the young Grebes were hatching out, and with a pair of 

field-glasses I could see the male feeding the female and their 
firstborn. As only one bad egg remained in the nest I conclude 
five were safely hatched, and this the keeper confirms. 

E. L. TURNER. 
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