
KNOTES* 
THE VERTEBRATE FAUNA OP CHESHIRE. 

1 HAVE in preparation and almost ready for publication a 
vertebrate fauna of the county of Cheshire. I should be 
greatly obliged if any readers of B R I T I S H B I R D S who have 
notes on the avifauna of the county, which might be suitably 
incorporated in the work, would communicate with me, at 
Brentwood, Bovvdon, Cheshire. 

T. A. COWARD. 

T H E ORNITHOLOGY OF SUSSEX. 

As I desire to make my forthcoming work on the ornithology 
of Sussex as perfect as possible, I shall deem it an act of 
courtesy if any of your readers conversant with the bird-life 
of tha t county will let me know (1) whether they know of or 
have ever found a breeding haunt of the Wood-Lark there, 
and (2) if the Whinchat is ever a t all numerous. I have now 
worked Sussex hard since December, 1903, but it was not 
until this last spring tha t I found a breeding haunt of the 
Wood-Lark. I saw three birds there and found one nest. 
As to the Whinchat , I consider it a local and rare breeder in 
Sussex, though it comes in fairly well on migration, especially 
in some years. On the other hand, some springs I hardly ever 
see it. Of course I know a few—but they are very few— 
districts where it nests annually. 

I should also be grateful if any of your readers could supply 
records, since 1891, of the following birds occurring in Sussex, 
or even before tha t date, provided tha t the fact was not 
notified in Borrer's " Birds of Sussex " : Gyr-Falcon, Green
land Falcon, Tengmalm's Owl, Scops Owl, Snowy Owl, 
Eagle-Owl, Red-winged Starling, Little Bunting, Crested 
Lark, Short-toed Lark, Dipper, Black-throated Thrush, 
White's Thrush, Alpine Accentor, Bearded Tit, Pallas's Sand-
Grouse, Black Grouse [when was the last authentic nest in 
Sussex ?], Crane, Great Bustard [my latest record is circa 
1880], Little Ringed Plover, Bonaparte 's Sandpiper, Buff-
breasted Sandpiper, Spotted Sandpiper, Gull-billed Tern, 
Sooty Tern, Bewick's Swan, Grey Lag-Goose, Ivory-Gull, 
Iceland Gull, Glaucous Gull, Buffon's Skua, Fulmar Petrel, 
Manx Shearwater, Slavonian Grebe, Eared Grebe, and Shag. 

I have very few notices of the Ruff ; and I should like to 
know if any of your correspondents have ever known or 
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know of any spot in Sussex where Black-headed Gulls have 
bred or do breed. Although I see birds of this species in 
every month in the year, and although I have seen small lots 
of adult birds over likely ground in April and even later, these 
have never bred. 

I am very doubtful about Borrer's records of the Eagle, 
Scops and Tengmalm's Owls. The last two probably escaped 
from captivity, as no doubt have all the Little Owls of which 
I have notices. 

JOHN WALPOLE-BOND. 

[Mr. Walpole-Bond has apparently not consulted Mr. J. G. 
Millais' article on the Birds of Sussex in the "Victoria History 
of Sussex," Vol. I., pp. 273-298. Records which are not to be 
found in Borrer's work will be found with regard to the 
Crested Lark, the Bearded Tit (seen by Mr. Meade-Waldo in 
1892), Great Bustard (a probable occunence in 1899, and one 
shot in 1891), etc. Mr. J. W'eaver, in a chapter on the Fauna 
and Flora in Gordon's " History of Harting," gives some in
teresting notes on the breeding of the Wood-Lark, Raven, 
Grey Wagtail and Marsh-Warbler.—F. C. R. J. 

The Ruff is a regular autumn migrant in small numbers 
on the coast of east Sussex, e.g., Rye Harbour.—N. F .T.] 

THE LONGEVITY OF BIRDS. 
IN reply to your editorial note to my remarks on the longevity 
of birds, may I say that if they depend mainly upon accident 
for the curtailment of their lives, the chances are that a few 
survive in a wild state for the natural term of their existence. 

I cannot believe that because a bird is saved from starva
tion and natural enemies its life will be abnormally prolonged 
under such conditions as caging, pinioning, chaining by the 
leg etc., etc. 

If, therefore, a bird is known to live thirty to sixty years 
under these adverse conditions, it looks as though the natural 
course of its life were a great deal longer than is generally 
supposed. 

So great are the perils of migration, starvation, and their 
natural enemies that the chances are very much against their 
surviving for any length of time, and it is in this way that I 
would suggest that Nature regulates the balance and prevents 
undue increase. 

The fact that one pair of birds apparently returns to the 
same nesting site (often in a peculiar position) for a great 
number of years, rather points to the possibility that a very 
small proportion escapes accidental death. That the same 
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pair does return for two or three years I know for a fact, and 
if they were not the same Wrynecks which returned to the 
nest for sixty years it would be interesting to know how 
their numerous progeny decided amongst themselves which 
of them was to return to the paternal abode, and how they 
knew that they would find it empty ? 

M. BEDFORD. 

[It is unfortunate that there is very little basis of recorded 
fact to go upon in this matter and, therefore, I fear that this 
discussion tends to become academic. There are so few 
instances which give us positive proof of the same two 
individuals returning to the same nesting site that I hope 
Her Grace will place on record the details of the case referred to 
above. Reverting to the Wrynecks, I do not think it is 
necessary to suppose that the young ones came back to the 
old nesting site ; the suggestion I made on page 63 seems to 
be the simplest, viz., that it so happened that both birds of 
the pair never died in any one winter, and that the survivor 
got a new mate. The individuals might thus have changed 
many times during the sixty years.—H. F, W.] 

THE ages to which birds live has always been a subject of 
interest to me, and the following records from my aviaries 
may be of value :— 

Lapp Owl, 27 years. 
Ural Owl (a pair), 22 years, and still vigorous. 
Pintail Sand-Grouse, 17 years, and still in perfect 

health, but now lays infertile eggs. 
Wigeon, 20 years. 
Pochard, 22 years (she reared a brood annually for 

20 years). 
A wild Turtle-Dove (Turtur communis), which was noticeable 
by reason of its having a stiff leg, turned up about May 1st 
every year at the place where we fed our water-fowl for 
twenty-one years. 

E. G. B. MEADE-WALDO. 

APROPOS of your notes on the longevity of birds (p. 79) it 
it may be of interest to state that there is on the Loch of Skail 
in Orkney a Whooper Swan which was winged, captured and 
pinioned sixty-three years ago. 

It is well protected on this loch, which is a private one, 
but it walks about a great deal, often as far as the large tidal 
loch of Sterness, four miles away. I t has met with many 
accidents in its career, chiefly broken wings, one man in the 
neighbourhood having set the wing twice in the last six years. 
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Although i t has been there so long i t is still shy and wild, 
except when captured after an injury, when it is very savage. 
What age i t really is, it is impossible to say, as i t was an adult 
bird when captured sixty-three years ago. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 

YOTTNG have been raised both this year and last from the 
mating of a male Barbary Dove, which has been in my 
possession for twenty-three years, and a young female of 
the same species. 

RICHARD STAPLES-BROWNE. 

I N regard to the longevity of birds, the following translation 
of a record by the late Herr H . C. Miiller in his " Faeroernes 
Fuglefauna " may be of in teres t :— 

" A farmer at Sandhoe took in 1781, during the summer, two young 
Herring-Gulls out of a nest and reared them at his home. He let 
them have their freedom, and the Gulls, which appeared both to be 
cocks, stayed sometimes near the house and sometimes in a field in 
the neighbourhood, or even made short flights out to sea, from which, 
however, they always came back. After some years one of the Gulls 
was accidentally shot during one of these flights ; the other continued 
its accustomed mode of life, and became so tame that it took food out 
of its master's hand. Finally, it paired with a wild Gull, and they 
selected for a nesting place a rocky cliff, (near by), from which the 
cock bird, after the usual time, went back to the farmer's house in 
company with his mate and half-grown young. During the summer 
the Gull family lived mostly on the shore, especially when fishing was 
good, and they then fed chiefly on offal from the fishing, as the entirely 
wild Gulls do. When the fishing got slack, and particularly during 
the winter, the pair of Gulls constantly sought food at the peasant's 
house, and the cock bird still took what was handed to him. . . . In 
1846 these remarkably old Gulls were still living, and were conse
quently sixty-five years o ld ; but, in spite of this advanced age, 
carried on under such peculiar relations, there was neither in their 
colour or in other respects any difference to be detected between them 
and the entirely wild Gulls. In 1847 the old peasant died, and a short 
time afterwards the Gulls also went away." 

Herr Miiller also mentions a Puffin which lived in a 
peasant's house and yard for twenty-nine years, and finally 
died as the result of an accident. 

C. B. TICEHURST. 

UNUSUAL NESTING-SITES OF D I P P E R , B L U E 
TITMOUSE AND HOUSE-SPARROW. 

T H E following three nests, built under more or less abnormal 
conditions, have this year come under my observation in the 
Blantyre district of Clyde Valley :— 

1. D I P P E R (Cinclus aquaticus).—The site chosen was a tube-
shaped hollow branch a t the root of a tree on the bank of a 
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stream. The hollow was about four inches in diameter, and 
the nest was placed about sixteen inches from the entrance. 
I t was shallow, cup-shaped, the materials used being damp 
moss with a lining of leaves, and the usual dome, owmg to the 
want of room, was entirely dispensed with. 

2. B L U E TITMOUSE (Parus ccnruleus .—The site chosen was 
in a Scottish fir-tree, about twenty-six feet from the ground. 
Seen from below it looked just like a small nest of a House-
Sparrow. I t was built against the t runk and supported by 
two small branches, the materials used being white withered 
grass, lined profusely with cow's hair, a few horse-hairs, and 
one or two feathers. I t was cup-shaped, and a little bulky at 
the foundation. 

3. HOUSE-SPARROW (Passer domesticus).—The site chosen 
was a hawthorn hedge about fifteen feet high, and instead of 
the nest being well out of reach, it was only three feet from 
the ground. I t was the usual roofed nest, built with withered 
grass and lined with feathers. 

All three nests contained quite normal eggs. 

W A L T E R STEWART. 

LAND-BIRDS NESTING I N HOLES. 

R E L A T I V E to the note on this subject in the " Irish Na tu ra l i s t " 
quoted in the last number of B R I T I S H B I R D S , it may be of 
interest to state tha t in May of the present year I saw a nest 
of the Wood-Lark in Norfolk built in a deep rabbit-scrape on 
bare, flat warren, and at least eighteen inches from the 
entrance. 

NORMAN GILROY. 

STARLINGS' NESTING SITES. 

I N the last number of B R I T I S H B I R D S Mr. F . W. Headley 
records the finding of a Starling's nest in the wooden casing of 
the barrier of the Haileybury rifle-range. The point, however, 
which struck me as of most interest, was that the birds actually 
removed and carried to a distance a number of flints in order 
to make room for their nest. A letter in the " Field " for 
Ju ly 3rd last, headed " Odd Site for a Starling's Nest ," 
records a nest situated in a split in a rock on the side of an 
open drain on the golf-links a t Kirkwall. I n both of these 
cases the actual site of the nest is not very unusual, for, in 
t ruth, the Starling will make use of any hole or cranny tha t is 
a t all suitable to i ts requirements. A lengthy list of various 
nest-sites will be found in Yarrell 's " British Birds," and in 
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the different volumes of the " Scottish Faunas ," notably those 
of Orkney and the Outer Hebrides. What may be considered 
a normal site in one locality is unusual in another, and only 
affords evidence of the great adaptabil i ty of tha t bird to its 
environment a t the breeding season. This point is the one of 
real interest, and as extreme cases of their adaptability, these 
nests on or in the ground are good illustrations. Although 
they are all mentioned in the books above referred to, they 
certainly come as somewhat of a surprise to one who has not 
looked up the particular point. During the present summer, 
in Orkney, I found that in certain parts of the mainland and 
the adjacent small islands these sites were actually the 

Rabbit-hole opening on level ground, used by Starlings for nesting 
purposes. Roseness, Orkney. 

normal ones and quite common. The holes in the ground 
containing nests tha t I examined were all rabbit-holes, and not 
only were those opening on the face of a low bank or cliff 
occupied, but many also of those opening on the surface of 
perfectly level ground were also used by Starlings. Most of 
these were of the most common type of rabbit-hole with a 
scratched out sloping entrance, but one or two nests tha t I 
found were in holes, the entrances of which were perfectly 
round and flush with the surface, of the type known as " bolt " 
or " pop-holes." In these there was a vertical drop of a foot 
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or so before the bottom of the gallery was reached, and the 
nest was situated about two feet from the entrance. The 
majority of the rabbit-holes were in peat, and consequently by 
no means dry, though, perhaps, warm enough habitations. 
The accompanying photograph shows the entrance of one 
of these " pop-hole " Starling nests. The other normal nesting 
site on these islands was under loose stones on the shore, the 
sort of situation one would expect to find Storm-Petrels 
breeding in. The mound of stones shown in the photograph 
was about three feet high and at the bottom of a low cliff, and 
only distant a couple of yards from high-water mark. It was 
tenanted by a numerous colony of Starlings whose nests were 

Starling's nesting site on the sea-shore. Lambholm, Orkney. 

easily found by turning back the stones, and it was curious to 
see and hear the young birds scrambling away through the 
crannies like so many rats, as one walked over the mound. 
Unfortunately at the time of my visit, the nests all contained 
young birds nearly ready to fly, so that although I was able 
to " ring" a certain number, I was unable to secure a photo
graph of a nest with eggs. Another illustration of a normal 
nesting site for a given locality is the utilisation of the piles 
of empty fish-boxes by the fishermen's houses along the coast 
of Dungeness in Kent. 

N. F. TICEHUEST. 
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UNUSUAL NESTS OF T H E ROBIN. 

T H I S season I have photographed two unusual nests of the 
Robin, a species well known for its eccentricity with regard 
to its choice of nesting sites. In these cases the birds 
showed a distinct preference for high situations rather than 
curious positions. The one was placed in the top of a holly-
hedge and the other in the fork of a thick fir-tree, both about 
four feet from the ground. They were composed of moss, 
leaves and, in the first case, horsehair. 

A. G. L E I G H . 

T H E MEANING OF B I R D S ' SONGS. 

REVERTING to Dr. P . R. Lowe's valuable note on the winter 
singing of the Blackcap, I should like to question his assump
tion that it had necessarily any sexual meaning. There is 
evidence enough to show tha t birds sing to give expression to 
other feelings than those of love. I t cannot for example 
be contended tha t the Robin sings in winter to please his 
mate, for if the lat ter venture bu t a few steps into the area 
which he regards as his exclusive property she is promptly 
assaulted and driven forth in a manner that is anything but 
lover-like. He sings to please himself. Birds, again, frequently 
sing when fighting, between the rounds. The Wren, Sky-Lark, 
and Song-Thrush illustrate the fact. I t may be contended that 
both the fighting and the singing have in this case their basis 
in sexual feeling, but even this is doubtful. I have seen Song-
Thrushes engaged in battle, singing with what breath was left 
after each bout, long after mating had been concluded. The 
quarrel may have been due to the proprietary instinct or to 
the parental instinct, both taking the form of an objection 
to another bird's invasion of the area tha t contained the nest 
or nestlings. 

F . B. K I R K M A N . 

T H E COLOUR OF T H E MOUTH OF T H E 
NESTLING WAXWING. 

M R . W. H. S T . Q U I N T I N has just presented to the British 
Museum of Natural History a nestling Waxwing (Ampelis 
garrulus), sending therewith some very valuable notes on the 
coloration, of the mouth-parts . " The inside of the mouth " 
he writes, " was brilliantly coloured; a patch of violet-blue on 
each side of the lower mandible, and the same above—these 
colours have sorely faded already, but the patches on the palate 
are bright still, and I hope may remain till you see them. The 
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remainder of the interior lining of the mouth was of a brilliant, 
deep, cherry-red, and the tongue a port-wine colour. The 
effect was startling when the young bird gaped!" " I t is 
curious to note," he also remarks, " tha t at this tender age 
(ten days) the wax tips are visible." 

The colours of the mouth have now completely vanished, 
but the red of the " w a x " tips to the secondaries can still 
be seen within the transparent feather-sheath. 

W. P. PYCEAFT. 

THE RED-RUMPED SWALLOW IN KENT. 
AT the meeting of the British Ornithologists' Club held on 
May 26th, 1909, I exhibited an adult female Red-rumped 
Swallow (Hirundo rufula). This bird was shot on May 16th, 

Red-rumped Swallow (Hirundo rufula), shot a t J u r y Gap, Kent, 
on May 16th, 1909. 

1909, at Jury Gap, on the coast actually on the boundary of 
Kent and Sussex, and was seen in the flesh by Dr. N. F. 
Ticehurst and myself. This is the second recorded occurrence 
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of this species in Great Britain, the first having been recorded 
from Fair Island by Mr. W. Eagle Clarke. 

The appearance of this Swallow in Great Britain is not so 
very surprising as an example was obtained on Heligoland on 
May 31st, 1855. The habi ta t of this species as given by Mr. 
Dresser (Man. Pal. Birds, p . 267) i s :—"Southern Europe as 
far west as I ta ly and Sicily, ranging east through Asia Minor, 
Palestine to Persia, Afghanistan and Turkestan. In winter it 
occurs as far south as Abyssinia, and it has strayed on one 
occasion a t least as far north as Heligoland, and has occurred 
in Malta." 

Both this bird and the Brown Flycatcher (recorded on 
p. 112) were sent to Mr. Bristow, of St. Leonards, for 
preservation. 

M. J . NlCOLL. 

LESSER R E D P O L L NESTING IN ESSEX. 

LAST year I was able to record the breeding of the Lesser 
Redpoll (Linota rufescens) in Essex (c/. Vol. I I . , p. 203). I am 
pleased to be able to report tha t a pair have built in the same 
place again this year, this time in a crutch at the top of a walnut-
tree and about thirty-five feet from the ground, the tree being 
not more than forty yards from the one used last year. 

A single bird appeared April 10th, and it was not until June 
that I saw the second one. Incubation did not begin until 
the last week of June, and the young flew on Ju ly 24th. 

I find, on referring to my notes, t ha t last year the young 
flew just about the same date as this year, so tha t from these 
cases and from what Mr. Bond has stated with reference to the 
same bird in Sussex (supra, p . 22) it would seem as though 
the species nests later in the south of England than in 
Sutherlandshire or Cumberland, in both of which counties I 
have found eggs by the first week in June . 

LEONARD GRAY. 

T H E I R R U P T I O N OF CROSSBILLS. 

O N June 28th, a flight of sixty or so Crossbills, in a somewhat 
exhausted state, pitched on the rigging of the " Dunot tar 
Castle," about sixty or seventy miles from the Hardanger Fjord, 
Norway, towards which she was steaming. They took refuge 
on board about seven in the evening, and after resting a couple 
of hours took their departure. They first took to the upper 
rigging, but soon made their way downwards, and finally 
rested in the boats on the davits. 

My brother, who was on board a t the time, gives me the-
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impression that most of the birds were immature, but that 
there were some older birds among them. 

It will be noted that this was just about the date that the 
birds were first seen in the north of Scotland. 

F. H. CAKEUTHEES GOULD. 
ON July 9th several Crossbills alighted on a group of fishing-
boats, about twenty miles out from the Fame Islands, off the 
coast of Northumberland. One was captured, and brought 
alive into Dunbar, where I saw it in a cage a week later. I t 
is an adult male, and from the shape of the bill, and its 
appearance generally, belongs, I should say, to the 
continental form. A flock of about twenty also settled for 
some hours the same day on a steamer off Bervie, Kincardine
shire, as reported in the " Scotsman " of 15th July. 

WILLIAM EVANS. 
I N addition to the above notes and those published in our 
last number (pp. 82-83), we have received a number of 
communications on this subject, which will be more convenient 
for reference if tabulated under the respective counties to 
which the observations refer. Although there has been, 
without doubt, an unusual irruption this year of Crossbills 
from oversea into this country, it must not be too hastily 
concluded that all the records can be traced to this source. 
In some of the districts we know that Crossbills appear every 
year in July, but in such cases there is certainly evidence that 
this year their numbers have been larger. Some of our 
correspondents have noted that the birds move on after 
exhausting the available food-supply, and this may be the 
underlying cause of the periodic large movements of these 
birds. 
SCOTLAND.—Ten or twelve at Creetown, Kirkcudbrightshire, 

from July 29th to time of writing (August 3rd) (W. 
Walmesley White). A flock of forty near Castle Grant, 
Strathspey, on July 19th, feeding on pine-cones and on 
the galls of the spruce aphis (" Forester," Scotsman, 
24, VII., 09). Eight feeding on green fly " during the last 
fortnight " (July 22nd), at Wick, Caithness (D. Maclean, 
Scotsman, 24, VII., 09). One caught at Hawick, Roxburgh
shire, about July 20th (J. H. W., Scotsman, 26, vn., 09). 

LANCASHIRE.—One was caught with wing damaged, probably 
by flying against a telephone wire, at Brinscall on July 
16th (W. Mackay Wood), 

CHESHIRE.—One (female or young) seen by Mr. W. V. Wenner, 
who knows this bird well in captivity, on Alderley Edge, 
on July 11th (T. A. Coward). 
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H E R E F O R D S H I R E . — A flock of ten or twelve, of which one or 
two were in red plumage, seen at Pontrilas at the end of 
July (W. S. M. D'Urban). 

DEVON.—One found dead under a telegraph wire a t Combe 
Martin " early in J u l y " (W. S. M. D'Urban). 

YORKSHIRE.—Many, both old and young, were seen at Dalton 
and Beverley on Ju ly 15th. The crop of one contained 
a green viscid mass, " which the foreman of the Beverley 
nursery-gardens, who was trained under the eye of the 
late Mr. George Swailes, declared to be green fly, which 
he had seen the birds feeding o n " (E. W. Wade). 
About the middle of July one was seen near Brough 
(Nat., 1909, p . 280, footnote). 

LINCOLNSHIRE.—A flock of about a dozen was seen at Louth 
on Ju ly 14th (C. S. Carter, Nat., 1909, p . 280). 

E S S E X . — A flock of eight or nine at Hockley during the first 
week of Ju ly (F. W. Frohawk). 

MIDDLESEX.—A flock of fifty seen (no date) at Northwood 
(Field, 24, VII . , 09). 

K E N T . — A dozen, two, and one (all flying), seen between 
Knockholt and Otford on Ju ly 30th (H. G. Alexander). 
A flock near Wye on Ju ly 29th (C. J. Alexander). 

SUSSEX.—Mr. Bristow received the first from the Hastings 
neighbourhood in the first week of July, and has since 
heard of or received birds from Bright! ing and Hawk-
hurst. At Ore Mr. Walter Field saw a flock of 30 first 
on Ju ly 26th. Mr. J . C. Arnold noted the first, a flock 
of eight, at Batt le on Ju ly 13th, and saw eight on the 
15th and 30 to 40 on the 17th (N. F. Ticehurst). About 
14, of which a t least one was in red plumage, were seen 
at Ashhurst from July 16th to 19th, and about 20 on the 
Downs on Ju ly 17th (W. Walmesley White). 

SURREY.—Some seen at Reigate on Ju ly 27th had evidently 
been a t work on the larches for some time previously 
(H. O. Alexander). 

IRELAND.—One (which may or may not have been a migrant) 
was seen at Coleraine, co. Londonderry, on July 8th 
(Field, 17, vn . , 09). 

E D S . 

LATE NESTING OF T H E CIRL BUNTING. 

I HAVE lately spent a few days in south Devon and was 
surprised to And the Cirl Bunting in the district not only in 
great abundance but also in full song. I saw no sign of a 
hen bird at all, and as everything pointed to the fact tha t the 

K 
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species was still nesting I decided to watch carefully, and if 
necessary, to search the hedgerows in the immediate vicinity 
of the " singing points." 

On August 1st I was successful in observing a cock 
carrying food to his sitting mate. He did this every ten to 
twenty minutes, returning to his singing perch immediately 
afterwards. 

The nest was beautifully concealed and contained five eggs 
which were quite fresh. The CM Bunting appears to have 
two or three " singing points" which are used periodically 
This nest was perhaps ten yards from one of these, although 
the other alternatives were about sixty yards away. I suc
ceeded in watching two more males carrying food, but owing 
to the nature of the ground was unable to follow them up 
successfully. Had I had more time, however, I feel sure I 
should have been able to establish this late nesting on a 
firmer basis than on the one case mentioned. 

NORMAN GILBOY. 

ROSE-COLOURED STARLING IN LINCOLNSHIRE. 
ON August 1st I saw a male Rose-coloured Starling (Pastor 
roseus) feeding on some late cherries in my garden at 
Cleethorpes, Lines. The bird remained in the vicinity of the 
cherry-trees all day, and was there early on the following 
morning, after which it disappeared. I t was very wary, but 
by taking cover I got a good view of it from a distance of 
only a few yards and could see no signs of its having been in 
captivity. There was no wind and it rained heavily all day. 

W. E. STJGGITT. 

SHORT-EARED OWL BREEDING IN LANCASHIRE. 
A PAIR of Short-eared Owls (Asio accipitrinus) bred on the 
moors near Brinscall, in May this year, within a very short 
distance of several large manufacturing towns. There is 
strong evidence that this species has bred in the same district 
for several years. w M A C K A Y W O O D , 

LITTLE OWLS IN ANGLESEY AND WARWICKSHIRE. 
WHILE on a visit to Penmon (N.E. Anglesey) last June, I was 
informed that a pair of small Owls had been seen by a keeper 
on June 15th. He now informs me that he has had further 
opportunities of seeing the birds, and from his description I 
think there is no doubt that the birds in question are the 
Little Owl {Athene noctua). Mr. H. E. Forrest (Vertebrate 
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Fauna of North Wales, p. 214) records one undoubted occur
rence of this species in Anglesey in the winter of 1899-1900. 

F . C. R. J O U R D A I N . 

I AM now able to record a Little Owl [Athene noctua) which 
was shot at Sheldon on November 15th, 1908, and preserved 
by Messrs. Spicer and Sons. This is only the second thoroughly 
reliable record of this species in Warwickshire, as I am unable 
to obtain further particulars concerning the specimen I 
recorded as shot at Sutton Coldfield (c/. Vol. I I . , pp. 240 and 
3 4 4 ) - A. G. L E I G H . 

COMMON BUZZARD IN SUSSEX. 

A COMMON BUZZARD (Buteo vulgaris) was shot a t in the neigh
bourhood of Batt le, on June 8th. The bird, however, was not 
recovered till the 26th, when the wing and other parts of the 
body were sent to me for identification. One greatly deplores 
the slaughter of these fine birds, which, if unmolested, would 
perhaps again be often seen in the deep woodlands of east 
Sussex. THOMAS P A R K I N . 

T H E P E R E G R I N E FALCON ON T H E Y O R K S H I R E 
CLIFFS. 

I WAS interested in Mr. E. W. Wade's comments on my 
article in the July number on the above subject, and as 
accuracy on any mat ter of scientific interest is of the first 
importance, perhaps I may be permitted to offer a few remarks 
in reply. 

Mr. Wade states tha t there is no room for doubt tha t the 
pair seen in 1904 did not remain to breed. I think I implied 
this in my remark tha t " i t is thought they did not remain to 
breed," without too emphatically insisting upon it. 

Mr. W. J . Clarke adds an interesting fact tha t a pair nested 
at Redcliff in 1901. This may have been the same pair seen 
at Speeton Cliff in 1904, which though they did not nest on 
the Bempton Cliffs may have passed on to tha t par t of the 
coast between Scarborough and Filey and there bred. 

Mr. Wade mentions tha t H. Marr has always maintained tha t 
two young birds only were reared in 1906 and 1907 respectively, 
while I stated tha t three were brought off in 1906 and one in 
1907. H. Marr was also my source of information, as it was 
on tha t portion of the cliff where he has climbing rights tha t 
they nested on both occasions. I find in Mr. Wade's interesting 
pamphlet, entitled " The Birds of Bempton Cliffs," he states 
tha t " In 1906 the discovery was made tha t the birds had 
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bred and were rearing three young ones on H. Marr's ground 
when climbing began . . . and in due course the three flew 
safely from the nest ." Marr 's evidence apparently oscillates, 
and Mr. E. W. Wade may now be in possession of a more 
recent version. 

A. D. SAPSWOBTH. 

O S P R E Y IN CO. SLIGO. 

M R . J . H E N D E R S O N reports the occurrence of a fine Osprey 
(Pandion haliattus), seen by him on May 29th, 1909, on Lough 
Arrow, co. Sligo. This is a very late date for. a bird on 
migration northward, but though there is no record of the 
breeding of this species in Ireland, Messrs. Ussher and Warren 
mention several instances of its occurrence during the 
summer months, while recent records were summarized on 
p . 414 of Vol. I I . of this Magazine. 

F . C. R. J O U R D A I N . 

W H I T E STORK IN K E N T . 

O N Ju ly 19th I saw in Romney Marsh, in Kent , a fine adult 
White Stork (Ciconia alba). I t was standing in some swampy 
ground, together with some Herons, and, when it rose, its 
red legs and bill showed up well as I watched it through the 
binoculars. I t was very wild. C. B. TICEHURST. 

[Although this may have been a perfectly wild bird, so many 
such birds are kept in semi-captivity without being pinioned, 
tha t records must now be received with caution. At Kew 
Gardens, for instance, the Storks have reared young, we 
believe, every year for a considerable time, and these, some 
of them several years old, fly about freely, and it is question
able if one would be missed should it fly away altogether.— 
H. F . W.] 

SPOONBILL I N Y O R K S H I R E . 

I T may 'be of interest to note tha t on the afternoon of August 
15th, while in company with a friend (Dr. Compton), I noted 
a Spoonbill (Platalea leucorodia) on the north shore of the 
Humber. During the last twenty years this is only the 
second I have seen in this district. The bird on taking wing 
flew in a southerly direction. STANLEY DUNCAN. 

W A T E R - R A I L CARRYING AWAY ITS YOUNG. 

T H E behaviour of the Water-Rail described by Miss Turner 
in the last number of B R I T I S H B I R D S , is not, I think, unusual 
in a bird tha t is uneasy, and thinks itself watched when 



NOTES. 129 

hatching. Most bird-observers and alas ! most bird-keepers 
have had only too many similar experiences. The action of 
the Water-Rail may, I think, be compared to tha t of a bitch, 
cat, rabbit or ferret, all of which will remove or eat their 
young when disturbed. The domestic fowl will also do it, and 
I have seen a Wild-Duck, when suddenly surprised while her 
eggs were hatching, pick up a young one and carry it some 
y a r d s - E . G. B. M E A D E - W A L D O . 

LATE NESTING OF T H E WOODCOCK. 

A GOOD many Woodcock breed in Morayshire, and in May I 
saw, or was told of, five or six nests in the woods adjoining 
the house, which had all hatched successfully by May 20th. 
They were, I think, first broods, as this is an exceptionally 
late season. On August 5th the head-keeper informed me 
that a Woodcock was sitting on four eggs close to his house, 
while another nest had hatched off on the previous day. Two 
days later the first nest hatched off, the old bird going away 
with two young and leaving two chipped eggs behind. Pro
bably a closer search would have resulted in the discovery of 
more nests, as in 1907 I was shown a nest at an even later 
d a t e - J . DAVIDSON. 

BLACK-TAILED GOD W I T I N W I G T O W N S H I R E . 

W H E N watching for birds on the shores of Luce Bay on 
August 13th a couple of Godwits flew up and pitched within 
twenty to th i r ty yards of me. 

One of them was almost, if not quite, in summer plumage, 
and I felt sure from its size was a Black-tailed Godwit 
(Limosa belgica). 

I was soon able to confirm my suspicion as the bird began 
to clean itself, constantly raising its wings and showing the 
black tail in contrast to the white lower rump. From time 
to time also it flew a few yards, giving me a good view of 
the conspicuous white wing-bar. 

The second bird was in immature plumage, being brownish-
grey all over with dark markings, and I was unable to detect 
the white wing-bar when it flew ; but as the two birds sat at 
one time within a foot of each other I could see that there 
was practically no difference in size and have no doubt tha t 
it belonged to the same species. ]yj BEDFORD 

N U M B E R OF EGGS LAID B Y T E R N S . 

I SHOULD imagine tha t in the case of the Terns as with other 
species, the number of eggs laid is to a certain extent regulated 
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by the food-supply, which varies considerably in different 
districts. 

In my experience the Common Tern does not vary so much 
as the others—about 85 per cent, of nests contain three eggs. 
In the case of the Sandwich Tern clutches of three are very 
rare in one large colony known to me—perhaps one per cent, 
of the whole, while in another well known one the proportion 
is very much larger. In a third small one, in a very out-of-
the-way spot, but where food is abundant , 99 per cent, of the 
nests usually contain three eggs. 

The same applies to the Arctic Tern. On the F a m e Islands 
in 1907 I saw only two nests out of 101 with three eggs—90 
containing two, and nine one egg, whilst on the island of 
Sanday (Orkney) where the species is abundant , although the 
colonies are small I noticed in one colony 20 nests with three 
eggs ; 10 nests with two eggs ; 10 nests with one egg ; and in 
another, 13 nests with three eggs; one nest with two ; and 
one nest with one egg. Of course a proportion only of the 
nests was found. 

NORMAN GILROY. 

* * * 

PROTECTION IN NORFOLK. — The report by Mr. C. A. 
Hamond of the Wells Wild Bird Protection Society for 1908, 
shows what successful results can be achieved by the employ
ment of watchers. Terns and other birds have undoubtedly 
increased, 400 or 500 pairs of Common Terns having nested in 
the area watched during 1908, while Black-headed Gulls 
returned to an old breeding place (Mow Creek), after an 
absence of seventy years ! We have always thought tha t 
such one-time British breeding birds as the Ruff, Black 
Tern, Spoonbill, Bittern, and we are afraid there are 
many others, would return to (or rather would stay in, for 
they certainly often return to) old breeding haunts , which are 
still suitable, if they were efficiently protected. 

YELLOW-BROWED W A R B L E R IN SCOTLAND IN S P R I N G . — A 
specimen of Phylloscopus swperciliosus—the first observed in 
this country in the spring—was satisfactorily identified by 
Mr. George Stout, who has become familiar with the bird in 
Fair Isle, on April 11th, at Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire (Ann. 
Scot. Nat. Hist., 1909, p . 182). 

W H I T E WAGTAIL ON THE E A S T COAST OP I R E L A N D . — I n 
Vol. I., p . I l l , we noted tha t Motacilla alba had only twice 
been recorded from the east coast of Ireland , it is therefore 
interesting to have some further records from Mr. Alexander 
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Williams (Irish Nat., 1909, p . 121). These refer to County 
Dublin, and are briefly as follows :—In April, 1904, a friend 
of the author so accurately described two pairs of Wagtails 
which were frequenting the gardens of the Ringsend Coast
guard Station tha t there seemed little doubt tha t they were 
White Wagtails. On April 24th (two days later), Mr. 
Williams himself saw and identified at ten yards distance, 
four White Wagtails on the shore near Malahide. I t was not 
until April 26th, 1908, tha t Mr. Williams again saw a White 
Wagtail, and this was a single bird a t Dollymount. The 
identification of this last bird was confirmed by Mr. W. J . 
Williams, who knew the species well in Norway. 

GOLDEN ORIOLES IN YORKSHIRE, SCOTLAND AND IRELAND. 
—Mr. F . M. Burton records (Naturalist, 1909, p . 268), tha t he 
watched an example of Oriolus galbula near Gainsborough on 
the 12th " instant " (? June) . A male was observed in a garden 
in Renfrewshire in the first half of May, and was afterwards 
found dead (W. Horton, Ann. Scot. Nat. Hist., 1909, p . 182). 
An adult male was also shot on April 24th, near Dunmanway, 
co. Cork (F. R. Rohu, Irish Nat., 1909, p . 183). 

NESTING OF H A W F I N C H IN SCOTLAND.—A pair of Cocco-
thraustes vulgaris built two nests and laid eggs in May, 1909, 
near East Linton, in East Lothian. Unfortunately disaster 
attended both efforts, and no young were reared (W. Evans, 
Ann. Scot. Nat. Hist., 1909, p . 181). Only one nest had pre
viously been found in Scotland (cf. supra, Vol. L, p . 151). A 
young bird was found dead in East Lothian on July 3rd, 1908 
(cf. Vol. I I . , p . 314). An adult Hawfinch was seen by Mr. W. 
Berry on April 21st a t Newport, Fife (Ann. Scot. Nat. Hist., 
1909, p . 181). 

HOOPOE IN SCOTLAND.—An example of Upupa epops 
occurred a t Waternish, Skye, on April 27th (Ann. Scot. Nat. 
Hist., 1909, p. 183). 

GADWALL N E S T I N G IN SCOTLAND.—The Misses L. J . Rintoul 
and E. V. Baxter report (Ann. Scot. Nat. Hist., 1909, p . 184) 
that in early June , 1909, two nest ; of Anas strepera were 
found on " a loch in the S.E. of Scotland." The eggs, down 
and feathers have been satisfactorily identified. The Gadwall 
is a rare bird in Scotland and has only once before been 
positively found nesting, although it has been suspected of 
doing so on another occasion. 

T U R T L E - D O V E S IN co. W A T E R F O R D . — U n d e r this heading 
Mr. R. J . Ussher contributes to the " Irish Naturalist " (1909, 
p. 184) a long list of occurrences of Turtur communis, from 



132 B R I T I S H B I R D S . 

which it would appear tha t the bird is an increasing annual 
visitor (chiefly in May and June) to the county. Mr. Ussher 
remarks tha t it appears to visit co. Cork in the same way, but 
that it has not yet been known to breed in these counties. 

SAND-GROUSE IN YORKSHIRE.—Mr. Arthur P ra t t (for whose 
knowledge of the bird Mr. T. H. Nelson vouches) records in 
the " F i e l d ' (June 12th, 1909, p. 1028) that he saw nine 
Syrrhaptes paradoxus on West Coatham Marsh, near Redcar, 
on May 17th, 1909. 

LITTLE CRAKE IN SCOTLAND.—On March 29th, 1909, an 
example of Porzana parva was caught in a fishing boat lying 
in Girvan Harbour, Ayrshire (James Aird, Ann. Scot. Nat. 
Hist., 1909, p . 185). We believe this species has only once 
before been taken in Scotland. 

SPRING-MOULT OF THE A D U L T GREAT N O R T H E R N D I V E R . — 
Mr. F . W. Smalley contributes an interesting paper to the 
" A n n a l s of Scottish Natural H i s t o r y " (1909, pp. 139-144) 
relative to the spring-moult of Colymbus glacialis. His 
conclusions are in brief as follow :— 
A D C L * W I N T E R PLUMAGE (MALE AND FEMALE.)—This plumage seems 

retained only for a short time and is thus described:—Head and 
upper Neck.—Mouse-grey with a mixture of white on the lores, 
round the eyes and sides of neck. Upperside.—Dark blackish-grey, 
with two indistinct lighter grey spots on each feather. Tail-feathers.— 
Black with white tips. Primaries and Secondaries.—Black. Under
side.—White with a dark mouse-grey band across the vent. 

ADULT SUMMED, PLUMAGE.—Acquired by a complete moult which 
appears to commence in December and become complete in May, 
but varies in individuals. Judging by one bird killed on February 
18th, the whole of the remiges are moulted at once a t this time of 
year. During the moult the bird assumes a strangely mottled 
appearance, due to the interspersing of new summer feathers, and 
the head is the last to moult. The full summer plumage is thus 
described: — 

Head, Throat and Neck.— Deep glossy black with purple and green 
reflections ; on each side of the neck and across the throat lateral 
lines of white forming transverse bars. Upperside.—Glossy black : 
each feather with two large white spots towards the tip. Tail, 
Primaries, and Secondaries.—Black. Belly.—White with a narrow 
band of white-tipped black feathers across the vent. 

R E D - N E C K E D G R E B E IN ORKNEY.—Mr. H. W. Robinson 
now records tha t in Loch of Harray he saw several Podicipes 
griseigena on March 2nd, 1904; a pair on February 28th, 
1905; and in the Bay of Ireland a single bird on April 10th, 
1908 (Ann. Scot. Nat. Hist., 1909, p . 185). 
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