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SEQUENCE OF PLUMAGES IN BRITISH BIRDS. 

I I . — T H E MISTLB-THETTSH, SONG-THRUSH, REDWING 
4ND FIELDFARE.* 

BY 
C. B . TICEHURST, M.A., B . C , M.B.O.S., M.B.O.U. 

MISTLE-THRUSH. Turdus viscivorus, L. 

MALE a n d FEMALE. 

DOWN-PLUMAGE. Greyish-white, some pre-pennse having 
buffish-white tips. Distribution—Inner and outer supra-orbital, 
occipital, humeral, spinal, and ulnar. In some there is a pre-
penna on the bastard-wing (cf. Vol. II., p. 188). 

JUVENILE PLUMAGE. Acquired while in the nest, the 
Down-Plumage being completely moulted. 

Whole head, hind-neck and mantle greyish-brown to buflish-brown, 
each feather having a brown-black edging, and a whitish cream-coloured 
centre {larger and more wedge-shaped on the mantle, more elongated 
on the scapulars) ; rump greyish-buff to ochreous-buff, with less distinct 
pale centres to the feathers and indistinct dark tips ; tipper tail-coverts 
greyish-brown with pale centres and margins ; lores and indistinct 
post-orbital streak buffish-white or c ream; ear-coverts buffish with 
black terminal markings ; cheeks whitish tipped with brown-black ; 
moustachial stripes whitish with well marked brown-black tips ; chin and 
upper-throat dull white ; lower-throat and breast buffish-white with dark 
terminal markings, rounder and smaller on the breast than in the 
First Winter-Plumage, triangular on the breas t ; belly and flanks dull 
white or buffish-white with narrow dark tips to some of the feathers ; 
under tail-coverts buffish-white with the basal brown markings not so 
well defined as in First Winter-Plumage or almost absen t ; tail greyish-
brown, lighter than the primaries, with indistinct barring, the outer 
pair paler on the outer web with tips and terminal inch of inner webs 
grey-white, the next two pairs tipped and edged with grey-white 
on the inner webs ; primaries and secondaries very dark brown, the 
innermost primaries and all the secondaries edged and washed with 
pale golden-buff to creamy buff, becoming ochreous on the inner two 
or three secondaries ; primary-coverts very dark brown washed on the 
outer webs with golden-buff; greater coverts very dark brown with a 
faint wash of golden-brown on the edges of the outer webs, and a mesial 
terminal streak of ochreous to the inner three or four and ochreous tips 
to a l l ; median and lesser coverts brown with a mesial streak of ochreous 
becoming broad a t the tip ; axillaries and under wing-coverts white. 

N.B.—There is some individual variation in the intensity of the 
coloration of the upper and under-parts and in the size of the markings, 

* The descriptions of the plumages are taken from birds which have 
just assumed tha t plumage or, if the plumage be acquired without a 
moult, then from birds which are about to, or have just begun to nest. 
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and in the number of the greater coverts which have the mesial streak. 
Before this plumage is moulted, the upper-parts become, by fading and 
abrasion, greyer and the mesial markings dirty grey ; the lores, post-
orbital streak and under-parts lose most of the bufiish t int and 
become dull white, the ochreous edgings to the outer webs of the inner 
two or three secondaries and the ochreous markings on the coverts 
become greyish-white. 

FIRST WINTER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by a complete moult, 
with the exception of the reetiiees, remiges, primary-coverts 
and outer four or five of the greater coverts. 

Whole head, hind-neck and mantle greyish-brown ; rump greyish-
brown, edged with ochreous ; upper tail-coverts greyish-brown with paler 
tips and quills ; lores, feathers behind the eyes and lower lids greyish-
white ; ear-coverts buffish-white tipped aixd edged with sepia ; cheeks 
dull buffish-white tipped with brownish-black ; chin and upper-throat 
greyish-white, the latter sparsely streaked with small spear-shaped 
dark markings ; lower-throat, breast and belly pale golden-buff with 
very dark brown or brown-black terminal markings, triangular on 
the lower throat, rounder on the breast, and terminal bars on belly, 
(the centre of the belly has smaller and fewer markings) ; flanks 
richer in colour with the same markings as the belly but larger ; under 
tail-coverts buffish-white with broad brownish edges to the bases of the 
feathers ; tail as in the Juvenile Plumage, but slightly more worn ; 
primaries, secondaries, primary-coverts as in the Juvenile Plumage, but 
the golden-buff on the outer webs is less conspicuous and paler 
through wear, and the ochreous on the two innermost secondaries 
grey-white; greater coverts outer four or five as in the Juvenile 
Plumage, but the tips worn and the edges of the outer webs whitish-
grey, the inner ones fresh and grey-brown with grey-white tips 
and faint whitish edges to the outer webs ; median coverts greyish-
brown tipped with greyish-white ; lesser coverts greyish-brown. 

N.B.—There is some variation in the amount of ochreous on the rump, 
in the purity and amount of the whitish colour in the tail, and in the 
size of the markings of the under-parts, as well as in the number of 
greater coverts which are renewed. 

FIRST SUMMER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by abrasion and 
fading. 

Upper-parts rather paler, especially the rump, which loses some of 
its ochreous tint, some of the pale edges on the upper tail-coverts are 
worn off. On the under-parts much of the golden-buff t int is lost and 
the dark markings become rather browner and more sharply defined ; 
tips and edges of the greater coverts and tips of the median coverts 
nearly worn off ; the edging and wash of golden-buff on the primaries, 
secondaries and primary-coverts have now entirely disappeared, and 
the greyish-white on the inner two secondaries has gone. 

ADULT WINTER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by a complete moult. 
Only to be distinguished from the First Winter-Plumage by the 

paler under-parts, there being less golden-buff colouring, and in freshly 
moulted birds by all the greater coverts being fresh and not worn, while 
in many individuals in First Winter-Plumage the mesial streak is 
present on some of the greater coverts. 
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ADULT SUMMER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by the same pro
cesses as the First Summer-Plumage, and as a rule is 
indistinguishable from it. 

BRITISH SONG-THRUSH. 
Turdus musicus clarkei, Hartert. 

MALE a n d FEMALE. 

DOWN - PLUMAGE. Buffish-white. Distribution — Inner 
supra-orbital, occipital, humeral, spinal and ulnar (c/. Vol. 
II., p. 188). 

JUVENILE PLUMAGE. Acquired while in the nest, the 
Down-Plumage being completely moulted. 

Whole head, hind-neck, mantle and scapulars clove-brown, each 
feather with a darker tip and a mesial ochreous streak, small and faint 
on the head and neck, larger and more distinct on the mantle and 
largest on the scapulars (where in some i t forms an elongated streak 
or oval spo t ) ; rump rather paler and more ochreous ; upper tail-coverts 
elove-brown washed with ochreous ; superciliary (ending in a post-
orbital streak) buffish-white or ochreous-buff ; ear-coverts and cheeks 
golden-buff, the feathers faintly tipped with brown-black ; mouatachial 
stripes are formed by creamy-bull feathers with well marked brown-
black tips ; chin and throat dull white or buffish-white, tipped at the 
sides and lower part with brown-black ; breast and flanks pale golden-
buff, each feather tipped with roundish brown-black spots ; belly dull 
white sparsely splashed with pale golden-buff and with a variable 
amount of small brown-black markings ; under tail-coverts very pale 
golden-buff ; tail clove-brown ; primaries and secondaries dark brown 
washed with golden-brown on the outer webs except towards the tips, 
and the two innermost secondaries faintly tipped with pale ochreous, 
inner margins of the underside of the remiges pale buff ; primary-
coverts golden-brown with conspicuous brown-black ends forming a 
" wing-spot " ; greater coverts dark brown washed with golden-brown 
on the outer webs and with golden-buff tips forming a wing-bar (the 
inner four or five feathers usually having also mesial terminal streaks 
of the same colour) ; median and lesser coverts golden-brown with a 
mesial streak of golden-buff or ochreous ending in a broad tip to each 
feather ; axillaries and under wing-coverts golden-buff. 

N.B.—-The intensity of the golden-buff coloration, the size of the 
ochreous markings, and the number of feathers in the great coverts 
having mesial streaks, vary in different individuals. 

By the time the moult into the next plumage has started, the 
ochreous and golden-buff colours of the superciliary, back, breast and 
wing-coverts in many specimens become paler by wear and fading. 

FIRST WINTER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by a complete moult, 
with the exception of the rectrioes, remiges, primary- and 
a variable number of the greater wing-coverts (usually all 
except the innermost three or four). 

Whole head, hind-neck, mantle and scapulars clove-brown ; rump 



246 BRITISH BIRDS. 

and upper tail-coverts olive-brown ; lores and indistinct narrow super
ciliary dirty pale buff ; ear-coverts golden-buff more heavily tipped 
and edged with dark brown than in the Juvenile Plumage ; moustachial 
stripes formed by pale bufi feathers with triangular terminal markings 
of brownish-black; cheeks pale golden-buff tipped with small brown-
black spots ; chin cream ; tipper-throat pale buff with variable amount 
of very dark brown triangular spotting ; lower-throat and upper-breast 
pale golden-buff heavily marked with very dark brown fan-shaped 
terminal spots ; lower-breast and belly dull white sparsely spotted with 
smaller roundish or pear-shaped, very dark brown markings ; flank 
feathers with a huffish base and larger, less distinct and rather paler 
brown, oval or pear-shaped spots (the edges of the feathers give the 
whole a slightly olivaceous-buff tinge) ; under tail-coverts white with 
broad brown or huffish-brown edgings to the basal three-quarters of 
the feathers ; tail, primaries and secondaries and the (unmoulted) outer 
half of the greater coverts as in the Juvenile Plumage (but slightly worn), 
the inner (new) half clove-brown, the outer webs washed with golden-
brown and with small pale tips ; median coverts clove-brown, with 
ochreous or golden-buff triangular tips ; lesser coverts clove-brown, 

N.B.—As the season advances the golden-brown tinge on the wings 
and the ochreous tips to the inner two secondaries and the golden-buff 
tips to the greater coverts become partly worn off. 

FIRST SUMMER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by abrasion and 
fading of the feathers. 

The whole of the upper-surface, except the head, has a slightly 
greyer tint, and the golden-buff of the under-parts becomes paler and 
the spots more sharply defined and rather paler brown ; the golden-
brown tinge on the wings and the golden-buff tips to the median and 
greater coverts, and the tips of the inner two secondaries become paler 
and almost obsolete. 

ADULT WINTER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by a complete moult 
and cannot always be distinguished from the First Winter-
Plumage, except where in some examples in First Winter-
Plumage there are some unmoulted greater coverts with mesial 
streaks. 

ADULT SUMMER-PLUMAGE. Acquired in the same manner 
as the First Summer-Plumage and usually cannot be dis
tinguished from it. 

REDWING. Turdus iliacus, L. 

MALE a n d FEMALE. 

DOWN-PLUMAGE. Pale buffish white. Distribution—Inner 
supra-orbital, occipital, humeral, spinal, ulnar. 

JUVENILE PLUMAGE. Acquired while in the nest, the 
Down-Plumage being completely moulted. 

Whole head and hind-neck clove-brown ; mantle and scapulars brown 
with an ochreous tint, the feathers having dark tips and cream-
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coloured mesial streaks which are longer and more pronounced on the 
scapulars ; rump and upper tail-coverts greyish-brown with an ochreous 
t i n t ; line from base of bill passing into the superciliary and post-
orbital streaks creamy-buff surmounted by rather darker feathers than 
the rest of the head ; lores and ear-coverts dark brown ; cheeks buffish-
white streaked with brownish-black ; moustachial streaks brownish-
black ; chin and upper-throat buffish-wbite ; lower-throat and upper-
breast pa,le golden-buff heavily spotted with brownish-black a t the 
tips ; lower-breast, belly and flanks whitish with terminal blackish 
markings to the feathers, the markings being smaller and not so 
profuse as on the upper-breast (some of the flank-feathers are of a 
deeper golden-buff) ; under tail-coverts whitish-buff with dark brown 
tips ; tail clove-brown with an olivaceous t int to the outer webs ; 
primaries and secondaries dark brown, paler on the edges of the outer 
webs, the two innermost secondaries with whitish tips ; primary-coverts 
dark brown paler on the outer webs except at the tips ; greater coverts 
dark brown, the outer webs with a buffish-brown t int and tips of pale 
golden-buff, and on a variable number (usually the inner half) a 
faintish mesial terminal streak of the same colour ; median coverts 
dark brown with narrow mesial streaks of a pale golden-buff 
broadening a t the tips ; lesser coverts dark brown with narrow mesial 
streaks of pale golden-buff ; under wing-coverts pale orange-buff. 

FIRST WINTER-PLUMAGE, Acquired by a complete moult, 
with the exception of the rectrices, remiges, primary-coverts, 
and some of the greater coverts (usually the three or four 
innermost only are moulted). 

Whole of the head, hind-neck, mantle and scapulars elove-brown, the 
feathers of the head having darker centres ; rump and tipper tail-
coverts olivaceous-brown; line passing from base of bill into the 
superciliary and the post-orbital streaks whitish, sprinkled with buff 
especially anteriorly (this line is much better defined than in the 
Juvenile Plumage) ; lores very dark brown ; ear-coverts dark brown, 
some of the feathers having pale buffish-white centres ; cheeks and 
sides of neck pale buffish-white or golden-buff sparsely tipped with 
dark brown ; chin dull white or buffish-white; the whole throat 
buffish-white, the feathers with mesial longitudinal streaks and tips 
of dark brown (the streaks being few or absent in the centre but well 
marked a t the sides of the throat) ; breast pale buffish-white or 
dull white, the feathers with large central markings and tips of 
olivaceotis-brown, which often almost replace the lighter colour 
especially a t the sides ; belly dull white ; flanks rich rust-red, the 
inner portion heavily streaked with olive, which markings in some 
reach to the belly ; under tail-coverts white with olive-brown bases ; 
rectrices, remiges and primary-coverts as in the Juvenile Plumage (but 
slightly worn) ; greater coverts, the innermost three or four (which are 
new feathers) dark brown, the outer webs with a buffish-brown tinge, 
and edges of rust or golden-buff, the rest of the greater coverts as in 
the Juvenile Plumage, but the tips slightly worn ; median coverts 
clove-brown but the tips of the feathers paler, yellowish or rusty ; 
lesser coverts clove-brown; axillaries and under wing-coverts paler 
rusty-red than the flanks. 

N.B. There is some variation in the general colour of the under-
parts and in the size and number of the dark markings, and in the 
number of greater coverts which are renewed. 
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FIRST SUMMER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by abrasion and 
fading. 

The whole of the head darker, dvie to the dark centres being 
brought into prominence ; tipper-parts and tail rather greyer in t i n t : 
superciliary stripes white ; the under-parts dull white, all the buffish 
t ints having disappeared, the dark markings rather browner, bolder 
and more prominent, and the sides of the breast much more 
olivaceous ; the outer webs of the remiges greyish-brown in tint ; the 
whitish tips to the innermost secondaries almost or entirely worn off 
and those on the greater coverts smaller and whiter, or almost 
disappeared. 

ADULT WINTER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by a complete moult. 
Resembles the First Winter-Plumage, but can generally be dis

tinguished by the absence of the whitish tips to the two innermost 
secondaries, while there are no pale golden-buff tips or mesial streaks 
to any of the greater coverts. 

ADULT SUMMER-PLUMAGE. Acquired in the same manner 
as the First Summer-Plumage. 

Resembles the First Summer-Plumage, but there are no whitish tips 
to the two innermost secondaries and no pale tips or mesial streaks to 
any of the greater coverts. (Some birds in First Summer-Plumage have 
lost these markings and cannot be distinguished with certainty from 
birds in Adult Summer-Plumage.) 

FIELDFARE. Turdus pilaris, h. 

MALE and FEMALE. 

DOWN-PLUMAGE. Not examined. 

JUVENILE PLUMAGE. Acquired while in the nest, the 
Down-Plumage being completely moulted. 

Whole head and hind-neck greyish-brown, with a whitish shaft to 
each feather ; mantle and scapulars brown with mesial longitudinal 
streaks of varying dimensions of dull white or yellowish-buff, and dark 
terminal bars ; rump smoky-grey with indistinct edgings and mesial 
streaks of a paler colour ; upper tail-coverts dark smoke-grey with pale 
edgings and tips to the feathers; line from the base of the bill and 
indistinct superciliary stripes dirty pale buff ; chin and upper-throat 
pale buff ; lower-throat and breast pale buff tipped with roundish black 
spots ; belly and flanks greyish-white, the feathers tipped with 
blackish ; under tail-coverts dull white or buffish-white edged a t the 
bases of the feathers with dark-brown ; tail blackish, the central pair 
having indistinct barring and the tips of the two outer pairs being 
greyish on the inner webs; primaries and secondaries very dark 
brown, the edges of the outer webs paler, the secondaries having also 
a chestnut tinge and the two innermost with pale tips ; greater coverts 
dark brown with a faint wash of pale chestnut on most of the inner 
ones which also have terminal whitish shaft-lines, and all have whitish 
tips ; median and lesser coverts brown with pale oehreous-buff or dull 
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white shaft-lines, ending in tips of the same colour ; axillaries and 
under wing-coverts white, underside of remiges greyish. 

N.B.—There is some individual variation in the intensity of the 
yellowish-buff colouring and in the size of the markings of the upper-
and under-parts and in the number of the feathers with pale shaft-
lines in the greater coverts. 

Jus t before this plumage is moulted the eontour-feathers are much 
abraded and much of the yellowish-buff colouring has changed to 
greyish-white. 

FIBST WINTBB-PLTTMAGB. Acquired by a complete moult, 
with the exception of the rectrices, remiges, primary-
coverts, and a variable number of the greater coverts 
(usually the outer half are retained). 

Whole head and hind-neck dark smoke-grey, the feathers of the head 
having blackish centres ; mantle and scapulars chestnut-brown some
times faintly tipped with yellowish-grey ; rump and upper tail-coverts 
ash-grey, many specimens having a faint ochreous tint, especially on 
the latter ; line from base of bill and superciliary indistinct and pale 
grey or creamy-buff ; lores blackish ; ear-coverts dark smoke-grey ; 
cheeks pale buff streaked with very dark brown ; chin pale buff ; 
upper-throat, the feathers with dark centres and buff edges and tips ; 
lower-throat warm buff with brownish-black central streaks of varying 
shape running to the tips ; upper-breast warm buff with brown-
black markings of very varying shape ; lower-breast bumsh-white ; 
belly dull white with variable amount of dark brown markings 
hidden by broad edgings ; sides of breast and flanks dark brown to 
brown-black, the feathers with broad edges and tips—whitish on the 
flanks, huffish on the breast, making the dark-coloured parts of the 
feathers inconspicuous; under tail-coverts white with blackish-grey 
bases which extend up the margins of the feathers for a variable 
distance (as in the flanks these dark markings are hidden) ; primaries, 
secondaries and primary-coverts as in the Juvenile, but the edges of the 
outer webs slightly paler through wear ; greater coverts, the outer ones 
as in the Juvenile Plumage but the tips slightly worn, the inner four 
or five grey-brown washed with chestnut on the outer webs ; median 
coverts dark brown with pale tips ; lesser coverts rather paler chestnut 
than the mantle and with pale tips and edges ; axillaries and under 
wing-coverts white. 

N.B. There is some variation in the number of greater coverts of 
the Juvenile Plumage retained, and a great variation in the shape of 
the dark markings on the under-parts. 

FIRST SUMMER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by abrasion and 
fading. 

Whole head darker, the blackish centres being more conspicuous and 
edged with ashy-grey, giving the whole a mottled appearance ; hind-
neck ashy-grey ; mantle and scapulars rather paler ; rump and upper 
tail-coverts pure ashy-grey with no ochreous tinge ; on the under-parts 
the buff tinge is paler and the dark brown spots, streaks, and 
TJ-shaped markings now stand out boldly, especially on the side3 of the 
breast and flanks where they were in the First Winter-Plumage 
obscured by broad edgings and tips ; the chestnut tinge on the wings 

v 
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is rather paler than in winter, and much of the pale edging and tips 
on the coverts and two innermost secondaries is lost. 

ADULT WINTER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by a complete moult. 
Resembles the First Winter-Plumage, but may be distinguished 

by having the mantle and scapulars of a deeper chestnut and in some, 
at any rate, the centres of the feathers of the mantle are very dark 
(almost black) ; by having on the inner webs of the secondaries and 
greater coverts and the median coverts a greater amount of chestnut 
tinge ; by the greater coverts lacking the whitish tips and having no 
pale shaft-lines. 

ADULT SUMMER-PLUMAGE. Acquired in the same manner 
as the First Summer-Plumage. 

Resembles the First Summer-Plumage and can only be distinguished 
by the greater amount of chestnut tinge on the inner webs of the 
secondaries, greater and median coverts, and by the mantle and scapulars 
being of a rather deeper tint. 
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