
i^OTE 5 1 
RECOVERY OF MARKED BIRDS. 

LAPWING (Vanellus vulgaris).—B. B., No. 2282, marked 
by Mr. J . Bartholomew at Glenorchard, Stirlingshire, 
Scotland, on June 17th, 1909, as a nestling. Recovered 
(shot) in the Commune of Aranjuzon, Canton of 
Navarreux (about twenty miles west of Pau), Basses 
Pyrenees, France, on November 17th, 1909. 

This bird was very kindly reported with full particulars by 
M. J. Bequerie of Oloron. 
WOODCOCK (Scolopax rusticula).—B. B., No. 524, marked by 

Major H. Trevelyan at Castle Caldwell, co. Fermanagh, 
Ireland, on July 12th, 1909, as a nestling. Recovered 
(shot) near Belleek, co. Fermanagh, on November 
27 th, 1909. 

This bird was very kindly reported by Mr. J. Sweeny, who 
shot it. Mr. Sweeny remarks that it was in good condition 
and weighed over one pound. It appears to have stayed 
very near the place it was hatched. 
BLACK-HEADED GULLS (Larus ridibundus).—B. B., No. 3649, 

marked by Mr. H. Gladstone at Penpont, Dumfriesshire, 
on July 12th, 1909, as a young bird. Recovered at 
Carluke, Lanarkshire, on November 27th, 1909. 

This bird was very kindly reported by Mr. G. D. Fordyce, 
who stated that it was one of a "number" feeding in a field. 

B. B., No. 3210, marked as a nestling by Dr.C. B. Ticehurst 
near Bala, Merionethshire, Wales, on June 12th, 1909. 
Recovered at Malton, north Yorkshire, on December 
5th, 1909. 

The information regarding this Gull was sent by Mr. 
Donald Walker to the editor of the " Field," who very kindly 
forwarded the letter. Mr. Walker remarks that the bird was 
picked up in a wounded state. 
TEAL (Nettion crecca).—Mortensen, No. 1030Y, marked by 

Herr H. C. C. Mortensen on October 19th, 1909, in a 
duck-decoy (where this bird was caught and liberated) 
in the Isle of Fanoe, south Denmark. Recovered (shot) 
on Hayling Island, Hants, on November 24th, 1909. 

This bird was kindly reported by Mr. Howard Atkins, who 
states that nine other Teal without rings were procured at 
the same time. 
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Mortensen, No. 117, marked in the same place and manner 
as above on September 1st, 1909. Recovered (shot) on 
November 25th, 1909, in the Moray Firth, three miles 
from Inverness, Scotland. 

This Teal was kindly reported by Mr. R. H. W. Leach, who 
saw it in the flesh. 

Mortensen, No. 1040K, marked by Herr H. C. C. Mortensen 
on October 19th, 1909, as No. 1030Y above. Recovered 
(caught) in Sir Savile Crossley's duck-decoy, at Somer-
leyton Hall, Lowestoft, Suffolk, on December 5th, 1909. 

This Teal was reported by Sir Savile Crossley to the editor 
of the " Field," who very kindly forwarded the letter to me. 

Herr H. C. C. Mortensen began marking birds with metal 
rings in Denmark in 1899. In October, 1907,* he marked 
102 Teal caught in the decoys on the Island of Fanoe, 
south Denmark. Of them up to the end of 1908 twenty-two 
had been recovered in the autumn and winter—seven in 
western France from a little north of the Loire to a little 
south of the Gironde, two from Holland, one from south 
Spain, one from north Italy, and the following from the 
British Isles:—-

Near Askeaton, co. Limerick, Ireland. 
Junction of Rivers Feale and Cashen, 

eo. Kerry, Ireland. 
Leominster, Herefordshire. 
Tregothnan, near Truro, Cornwall. 
Wareham, Dorset. 
Enniskillen, co. Fermanagh, Ireland. 
Near Maryborough, Queen's Co., Ireland. 
Woodlawn, co. Galway, Ireland. 
Southampton. 

Herr Mortensen informs me (in Kit) that he marked more 
Teal captured in the same way in the autumn of 1909, and 
that the birds recorded above are three of those marked in 
1909. 

H. F.W. 

THE EFFECT OF FOOD-SUPPLY UPON FECUNDITY. 
IT will be interesting to follow the argument of Mr. Percy F . 
Bunyard; also the additional cause, or causes, for the 
" remarkable phenomenon " of the recurrent years of unusual 
fecundity, which Dr. Ticehurst foreshadows as a subject 
which will become more fully understood than at present. 

* Vidensk. Medd. fra den ^a turh is t . Forening i Kobenhavn, 1908, 
pp. 127-139. 
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I thoroughly agree with the—as I consider—ascertained 
facts, as to the direct action of food-supply upon fecundity. 
And that makes it more interesting to me, to await the con
clusions which may be arrived at by Mr. Bunyard, whose very 
positive statement raises expectation to an unusual extent. 

Regarding the observations upon the fecundity of such 
species as the Rough-legged Buzzard, Snowy Owl and lemming 
in Scandinavia; and the Short-eared Owl and vole in Scotland 
(and Greece!!)—as ascertained by a "Royal Commission" 
appointed to examine and report on the " Vole-Plague in 
Scotland " ; such need not be here enlarged upon. Surely 
indeed, they, at least, are common property ! 

As regards "some other cause " foreshadowed, or suggested 
by Dr. Ticehurst—so far, I believe that statement to be quite 
legitimate and correct. As to what that is, may remain to 
be " plotted down " and actually " pinned down " yet. So 
far, I am inclined to the opinion that if " some other cause " 
be discovered, that cause will be found to be only a cause 
dependent on the primary cause, or in absolutely natural 
sequence of causes and effects. Without going into a long 
and perhaps needless proof or discussion, the sequence may 
be something like the following :—-

A. Recurrent abundance of food-supplies affecting fecundity 
of say—plant-life, seeds, etc., due to exceptional or recurrent 
climatic changes and conditions. Probably these will be found 
to recur in cycles of shorter or greater extent and at intervals, 
let us say—within knowledge—seven to ten years in some 
cases. 

B. Consequent recurrence of "abnormal" or "cyclic" 
fecundity of life dependent on such food-supplies, which have 
been caused by recurrent cyclic periods of climatic conditions. 

c. Consequent recurrence of other life again dependent on 
the food-supplies under B. 

D. Consequent recurrent increase of life affected by A, B 
and c. 

E. Consequent congestion in any area or areas of whatever 
magnitudes, caused by climatic conditions of cycles of extra 
recurrent fecundity. 

F. Consequent excess of population so produced in cycles 
of say seven to ten years as has been demonstrated by large 
sheaves of vermin schedules returned from most of the large 
and extensive estates offices in Scotland and elsewhere, and by 
the "chain of destruction" clearly traced by the Vole-Plague 
investigations in Scotland (and Greece), and of lemmings 
by Professor Collett of Christiania and others; and the 
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arrival of Short-eared Owls in one case, and their subsequent 
disappearance; and in the case of Rough-legged Buzzards 
and Snowy Owls in Scandinavia, following upon great 
lemming years, as shown by the writings principally of 
Professor Robt . Collett. 

G. Migration, or rather Dispersal forced by circumstances 
as detailed under A — F . A phase which may be demonstrated 
both under Dispersal and Increase of Distribution, and under 
wider waves—so to speak—and more force during the bi
annual " Emigration " and " Immigration." 

The above conclusions may fitly be assigned to a simple 
and plain Law in Nature , namely, tha t as Nature abhors 
a vacuum so, during extension and expansion, does animal 
life fill spaces which are suitable to requirements of life. 

J . A. H A B V I E - B E O W N . 

I AM natural ly very reluctant to differ with so great an 
authori ty as Professor Collett, but I should like to remind 
the Rev. F . Jourdain and Dr. N . P. fTicehurst tha t apparently 
some doubt existed in Professor Collett's mind in regard to 
the effect of the abundance of the lemming on the fecundity 
of the Rough- legged Buzzard, Snowy Owl, etc., for he 
says, " Now it is a fact tha t many birds breed more 
abundant ly when food is plentiful than under ordinary 
circumstances. This, for instance, has been shown to be the 
case with several species of the Owls tha t prey principally on 
small rodents, which, in certain years, are exceptionally 
numerous, but whether such increase in the procreative 
power is owing to the abundant supply of food, or is to be 
traced rather to the cause (whatever it be) which renders the 
small rodents in that very year so much more prolific than 
common, is still an open question " (Robert Collett, " Orni
thology of Northern Norway," p . 38). I am in entire accord 
with the opening remark * of the above quotation, which is 
supported by the following words of the late Professor Newton : 
" The lemming migrations . . . appear to draw all the birds of 
prey in the north into one focus" (" Ootheca Wolleyana," Part 
I., p . 180). To my mind herein lies a possible explanation. If 
I am to be guided by what I have read on the subject, it 
would appear tha t the Raptores in the districts covered by the 

* We think Mr. Bunyard has mistaken the meaning of the 
passage quoted. By " many birds breed more abundantly," 
Prof. Collett meant, we take it, tha t many individuals reared more 
young and not that more individuals bred, since he refers later to 
" such increase of procreative power " [italics are ours] as an ascertained 
fac t .—EDS. 
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lemming have become practically parasitical on these animals, 
and so far as I am able to judge are generally to be found in 
greater numbers wherever these rodents are concentrated, 
the result being that many more nests are built in the area 
covered than would be the case under normal conditions. 
Consequently many more nests are found by collectors in that 
area, with both large and small clutches ; incubated clutches 
of two and three Rough-legged Buzzard have been found on 
several occasions in a lemming year, and I do not consider 
clutches of four and five are unusual, for it can be proved 
that they are found every year; clutches of six must be 
considered exceptionally rare, and are probably produced by 
old birds in their prime. 

The strongest evidence against food increasing the powers 
of production is to be found in the fact that it does not 
affect birds which normally lay a completed clutch of one, 
two, or four eggs, though it is well known on rare occasions 
that even those birds depart from the rule. 

I t may be of interest to note that though Buffon's Skua 
(8. parasiticus), which normally lays two eggs, also feeds 
largely on the lemming,* no mention has been made of any 
increase in the normal clutch of the species. 

Mr. Gilroy is somewhat emphatic in his remarks (antea, 
pp. 222 and 223), but his " proofs " are not very convincing. 
In regard to the Sparrow-Hawk, surely if these birds were 
allowed to have their own way they would naturally largely 
increase, and consequently there would be a considerable 
diminution in the food-supply if Mr. Gilroy's theory is 
correct, this would result in smaller clutches. I know the 
sandy district in Norfolk to which he refers quite well, and 
out of twenty clutches of Wood-Lark inspected, sixteen were 
of four, three of five, and only one of six. In Devon and 
Wales clutches of five and six occur in about the same 
proportion. Mr. Gilroy does not say what favourite food 
of this species is found in Norfolk that is not so plentiful 
in Wales, nor what is the food found by the Raven on the 
coast that is not found inland. 

PERCY F. BUN YARD. 

MIGRATION ACROSS THE MEDITERRANEAN. 
WITH regard to migration routes across the Mediterranean I 
obtained some evidence on the 4th and 5th April, 1909. We 
were steaming for Port Said and were at the time south of 
the Adriatic, in a region, therefore, which Commander Lynes 

* Kobert Collett, " Birdlife in Arctic Norway," p. 38. 
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has marked as being as a rule comparatively barren of 
migrant birds. The morning of the 4th was cloudy ; at 9 a.m. 
the clouds darkened ; at 10 it was raining, and the rain con
tinued throughout the day. Finding themselves enveloped 
in clouds and unable to see their way—so it seems best to 
explain w h a t happened—a number of birds came down from 
the high level a t which they had been travelling northward 
and flew low over the sea. From 9 a.m. till 1 p.m. small 
flocks of Swallows appeared a t intervals, and I must in all 
have seen over 150. I saw besides about 20 House-Martins, 
two or three Sand-Martins, one Swift, a dozen Kestrels, two 
Hoopoes, four Common Herons, four Nightingales, one Black-
throated Wheatear, one Common Redstart . Besides these, a 
good number of small birds passed not far from the ship, yet 
not near enough for me to identify them. About 5.30 p.m. 
a flock of over 20 Herons appeared ; some of them circled 
round the ship all night, and when the sun rose made for the 
north ; some of the Swallows accompanied us for miles, flying 
round the boat, thus going a very long distance out of their 
way. A few passed the night on board, some travelling in 
the 1st class saloon, some in the 2nd. The next morning was 
fine and only a few Blue-headed Wagtails and Swallows 
turned up. 

The number of birds seems to me to show tha t we were 
crossing what was at the time a real migration zone, not a 
comparatively vacant interspace. But I have no observations 
to supplement this, and it would be foolish to argue t ha t an 
isolated case can in any way invalidate Commander Lynes ' 
conclusions, based as they are on a number of observations. 
But it is remarkable tha t my fragmentary evidence is 
supported by what Dr. C. B. Ticehurst reports in the last 
number of B R I T I S H B I R D S . 

F . W. H E A D L E Y 

R A R E BIRDS I N SUSSEX. 
I . 

BLACK-HEADED WAGTAIL. 

A fine male Black-headed Wagtail (Motacilla flava melano-
cephala) was shot a t Winchelsea. Sussex, on May 23rd, 1909. 
I t was examined in the flesh by Mr. W. Ruskin Butterfield. 

RED-THROATED P I P I T . 

A female Red-throated Fipit*(Anthus cervinus) was shot near 
Rye, Sussex, on April 29th, 1909. I t was examined by me 
in the flesh on the following day. 

*See " A History of the Birds of Kent ," by N. F . Ticehurst, p. 104. 
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L E S S E R G R E Y SHRIKES. 

A very fine pair of Lesser Grey Shrikes (Lanius minor) were 
shot near Sidley, Bexhill, Sussex, on April 21st, 1909. I 
examined them myself in the flesh on the following day. 

BROAD-BILLED SANDPIPER. 

A female Broad-billed Sandpiper (Limicola platyrhyncha) 
was shot a t Rye Harbour, Sussex, on September 3rd, 1909. 

J . B . NICHOLS. 

I I . 

BLACK-HEADED WAGTAIL. 

A male Black-headed Wagtail (M. flava melanocephala) was 
shot in Romney Marsh (on the Sussex side) on May 26th, 
1909. I t is now in the Hastings Museum. 

G R E Y HEADED WAGTAIL. 

A male Grey-headed Wagtai l (M. flava viridis) was shot in 
Romney Marsh (on the Sussex side) on May 31st, 1909. 

H O N E Y-BITZZARD . 

A male Honey-Buzzard (Pernis apivorus) was shot near 
Northiam, Sussex, in the middle of October, 1909. I t was 
an extremely dark bird, being almost black all over. Another— 
a female, and apparent ly an adult—was shot in September 
near Batt le , Sussex. 

L I T T L E G U L L S . 

A pair of Little Gulls*(£arws minuhis) in full summer-plumage 
were shot in the early summer of 1909, on the coast of 
Romney Marsh (on the Ken t side). 

For the above information, and for the opportunity to 
examine these birds, I am indebted to Mr. G. Bristow, 
taxidermist, of St. Leonards. 

C. B . T I C E H U R S T . 

R A R E B I R D S I N I R E L A N D . 

SNOWY O W L (Nyctea scandiaca). 

A male was shot near Ennis, co. Clare, on Nov. 1st, 1909. 

O S P R E Y (Pandion haliaiitus). 

An adult female was seen on Lough Erne for some days, and 
at length was shot by a gamekeeper's son on October 4th, 
1909, while perched on a dead tree near Castle Archdale, 
Irvinestown, co. Fermanagh. 

* See " A History of the Birds of Ken t , " p . 511. 
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GLOSSY IBIS (Plegadis falcinellus}.* 
A male was caught in a trap near Banagher, King's Co., on 

November 14th, 1909. [About October 12th, 1909, one was 
shot at Malin Head, co. Donegal; another at Straidarran, 
co. Derry. " Both specimens seemed to be immature." 
(D. C. Campbell, Irish Nat., 1909, p . 256).—EDS.] 

GBEY PHALAEOPES (Phalaropus fulicarius). 
One was found dead at Kilbeggan, West Meath, on October 

26th, 1909. Another was killed at the lantern of the 
North Arran Lighthouse on November 15th. Another 
was shot at Tramore, co. Waterford, on October 27th. 

RUFF (Machetes pugnax).f 
An adult male was shot in the Bog of the Ring, Balbriggan, 

co. Dublin, on November 18th, 1909, a late date for this 
species in Ireland. 

VARIETIES OF WOODCOCK AND SNIPE. 
A " Sabine's" Snipe very dark in colour and showing no 

stripes on the back or head was shot near New Ross, co. 
Wexford, on November 19th, 1909. The bird had been 
seen during the previous season. 

A Woodcock, profusely mottled over the back, wings and head, 
with white, was shot at Ennis, co. Clare. Varieties of 
Woodcock are exceedingly rare in Ireland, and I have not 
met with more than six during a period of thirty years. 

W. J. WILLIAMS. 

THE IRRUPTION OF CROSSBILLS.J 
NOTWITHSTANDING our urgent requests for records of Cross
bills, many correspondents had omitted to communicate their 
observations until after the maps published in the last number 
had been prepared. We shall be glad still to receive notes on 
the subject, as we think that the progress of the irruption 
cannot be too fully recorded. 

It is of the utmost importance to trace, if possible, what 
becomes of these birds. Will any of them remain to breed ? 

* On October 10th, 1908, I was informed by the Earl of Kingston 
tha t a Glossy Ibis had been seen during the previous week on the 
Shannon, near Carrick-on-Shannon, for several days. This bird, like 
the two recorded from oo. Donegal and eo. Derry, showed some traces 
of white on the neck and was probably immature.—F. C. R. J . 

f Mr. R. Warren informs us that the Reeve reported in our last 
number (p. 232) was shot a t Dahybaun Lough, the name being mis
printed Daleybann in the " Zoologist ."—EDS. 

J For previous references to this subject cf. pp. 82, 123, 162, 190-194, 
226-228. 
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Will they gradually lessen in numbers or will they suddenly 
disappear ? Will they return to the region where they were 
bred? 

We hope that these questions may be answered by the 
careful observations of our readers during the next few 
months. It must be remembered that nesting operations 
frequently commence in February, so that close watch on the 
flocks should now be kept to ascertain whether they move off 
together or break up into pairs, whether their numbers 
fluctuate and whether they appear in places they have not 
so far been recorded as visiting. 

DURHAM.—First noticed in the east of the county in the last 
week of June, 1909. By the middle of July they were 
fairly frequent in the Wear valley near Durham and 
Wolsingham, and in the last week of July were seen in 
the Upper Browney valley and Derwent valley (J. W. 
Fawcett, Nat., 1909, p. 441). 

YORKSHIRE.—Eight at Hornby Castle on December 2nd, 
1909 (H. Noble). 

LINCOLNSHIRE.—Six at Bourne on November 25th, 1909 
{H. Noble). 

DERBYSHIRE.—On December 21st, 1909, I examined fourteen 
Crossbills at Mr. A. F . Adsett's shop in Derby. They 
were all of the continental form, seven being " red" and 
seven " green " birds. Four had been sexed, and in each 
case the red proved to be a male and the green a female. 
They were shot near Belper : the first three on November 
19th, five more on November 23rd and the last six on the 
27th. I have also been informed that four Crossbills 
have been shot in theMelbourne district (F. C. R. Jourdain). 

NORTH WALES.—The earliest recorded were at Llangollen 
during the last week of September, 1909. They have 
been seen repeatedly since in small parties and are 
probably in considerable force along the Dee Valley. 
Mr. T. Ruddy saw five at Dolgelly on November 18th, 
1909 (they may have been there before, as it was only on 
that date that Mr. Ruddy arrived) and noted them 
several times subsequently (H. E. Forrest). 

SHROPSHIRE.—Flock at Cressage on December 10th, 1909 
(H. E. Forrest). Small flock at Loynton Hall, near 
Newport, on December 3rd, 1909, and a larger flock in 
a different part of the grounds the following day (H. R. 
Leach). 
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HEREFORDSHIRE.—Two (one red, the other yellowish-gieenj 
at Hope End, near Ledbury, on October 3rd, 1909 (Harold 
Hewitt). 

WARWICKSHIRE.—Flock (about 20) near Stratford-on-Avon 
on December 4th, 1909 (JR. Hudson). 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.—A male and female sent for preserva
tion from Rushden on October 16th, 1909 (W. C. Oattell). 
Mr. C. E. Wright (in litt. Dec. 20) says that about a 
hundred or more Crossbills were in the woods near 
Kettering " last week," feeding on the spruce-cones 
(F. C. R. Jourdain). 

BEDFORDSHIRE.—A single red male near Woburn on October 
24th (C. Oldham). A flock of sixteen and a party of 
eight to ten seen on December 24th, 1909, at Woburn 
(The Duchess of Bedford). 

NORFOLK.—The Rev. E. T. Daubeny, writing from Swaff-
ham in August, says that " for some days half a dozen 
or so [Crossbills] have frequented the trees round my 
garden" (Nature Notes, 1909, p. 188). 

SUFFOLK.—A small flock at Euston Hall on December 7th, 
1909, and a much larger flock about three miles distant 
on December 9th (H. Noble). 

HERTFORDSHIRE.—Three flew over Cassiobury Park, Watford, 
on October 17th, 1909. Four were in a larch-plantation 
near Marseyatestreet on December 5th. A flock of 20-30 
in a plantation of larches and firs at Aldbury, on 
December 12th (C. Oldham). 

BERKSHIRE.—Two near Easthampstead on October 25th, 
1909 (B. G. Stilwell). 

HAMPSHIRE.—A flock (about 20) at Bramshill, near Winch-
field, on November 6th, 1909 (B. G. Stilwell). 

SUSSEX.—First noticed in St. Leonard's Forest, near Horsham, 
in July, 1909 ; greatly increased in numbers in September; 
in October and November flocks have been present in the 
fir-belts between Leonardslee, Peas Pottage, and Fay-
gate (J. G. Millais, Field, 4, xii., 1909, p. 1049). A flock 
(12-15) at Muntham, Horsham, on August 5th, 1909. 
A very large flock (estimated at fully 100) in Scotch firs 
near Midhurst on November 18th (Captain E. S. Godman). 

KENT.—Many (some flocks nearly entirely consisting of red 
birds) at Ashurst .on November 6th, 1909. Many at 
Hemsted, near Cranbrook, on November 16th and 17th. 
Small flocks at Hever on December 2nd (E. G. B. Meade-
Waldo). 
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IRELAND.—Co. Waterford.—Crossbills were resident here at 
Cappagh, co. Waterford, and bred regularly from 1888 
to 1904, after which they were only observed on a few 
occasions until this year, 1909. I give our observations 
in this locality :—January 25th.—Two seen by John 
Power on Scotch firs at Rockfield. June 5th.—The notes 
as of a brood of Crossbills, flying over at Cappagh, heard 
by John Power. October 12th.—I saw and heard a few. 
October 17th.—Six feeding on Douglas fir. October 
23rd.—John Power saw a Crossbill with a horse-chestnut 
in its bill. October 24th.—Crossbills heard at Cappagh. 
November 3rd.—One seen at Cappagh. I also saw four 
Crossbills on the roof of Woodstock House, where they 
had probably gone to drink out of the eave-gutters, as is 
their frequent habit. 
These few intermittent notices may betoken a fresh arrival 
of Crossbills when taken in connection with the great 
invasion of 1909 into western Europe, including the 
British Isles, but the birds seen of late were few and far 
between as compared with those that frequented the 
Cappagh woods before 1904 (R. J. Ussker). 
Co. Down.—A flock (about a dozen) at Hillsborough on 
July 12th, 1909. About six on November 30th, and 
about a dozen on December 3rd (N. H. Foster). 
Co. Kildare.—-Six at Morristown Biller, Newbridge, on 
November 16th, 1909, about twenty on the 20th. Heard 
nearly every day since up to December 11th, 1909 
(Major B. E. Horsbrugh). 

SCOTLAND.—A very large flock near Inverness on October 
1st, 1909 {H. R. Leach). 

DIMORPHISM IN THE CROSSBILL. 

SOME time ago I took the trouble to investigate with a large 
series the question raised by Mr, Stubbs, viz., the relative 
positions of the mandibles in the Crossbills, and I will here 
give my results :— 
Loxia curvirostra curvirostra, L. 

Upper mandible to the right 
left 

Loxia curvirostra hirnalayensis (Blyth). 
Upper mandible to the right 

left 
Loxia curvirostra americana (Wits.). 

Upper mandible to the right 
left 
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Of the sub-species L. c. albiventris (Swin.), scotica (Hart.), 
guilkmardi (Mad.), and luzoniensis (Grant), I have only been 
able to examine a small number, but in these this dimorphic 
character of the bill was present in about equal numbers, 
except in guilkmardi, where, out of eight specimens, only in 
one was the upper mandible to the right. 
Loxia pytyopsittacus (Borkh.). c? ? 

Upper mandible to the right . . 1 1 . . . . 6 
left . . 12 . . 10 

Loxia leucoptera bifasciata (Brehm). 
Loxia leucoptera elegans (Horn.). (J ? 

Upper mandible to the right . . 4 . . 4 
left . . 8 . . 8 

Loxia leucoptera leucoptera (Gmelin). (J ? 
Upper mandible to the right . . 8 . . 7 

left . . 21 , . 9 
Taking all the sub-species of Loxia curvirostra together I 

found that:— $ $ 
Upper mandible to the right . . 48 . . 26 

left . . 48 . . 27 
and taking all the sub-species of Loxia leucoptera together 
that:— $ % 

Upper mandible to the right . . 12 . . 11 
left . . 29 . . 17 

I t would seem that in all the sub-species of Loxia curvi
rostra the upper mandible is as often to the right as to the 
left of the lower mandible, the apparent discrepancy in the 
females of the typical form, and in himalayensis being, I 
think, accidental. In the sub-species of leucoptera it would 
appear that the upper mandible passes to the left of the 
lower twice as frequently as it does to the right. If this is so 
it is very curious, but I should like to have examined a larger 
amount of material before saying definitely. 

C. B. TICBHTJEST. 
SNOW-BUNTING IN DORSET. 

I WAS yesterday (December 9th, 1909) visiting a house in 
Wareham, Dorset, and saw there a stuffed Snow-Bunting 
(Plectrophenax nivalis). The owner did not know what the 
bird was, but had shot it on the edge of Poole Harbour, in the 
first week in October, 1908. I cannot find any record of 
a Snow-Bunting in Dorset since 1846 (Mansel-Pleydell). 

M. WILLIAM POETMAN. 

ROSE-COLOURED STARLING IN 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

A ROSE-COLOUEBD Starling (Pastor roseus) was shot near 
Thrapstone at the end of July, 1908, and is now in my 
possession. W. C. CATTELL. 
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SHORT-TOED LARK IN SUSSEX. 

MB. BRAZBNOR, the taxidermist of Lewes Road, Brighton, 
showed me in the flesh a Short-toed Lark (Alauda brachy-
dactyla). I t was caught on the Downs to the north of 
Brighton on November 16th, 1909, curiously enough within a 
short distance of the place where the American Bittern was 
taken at the end of October. On dissection the bird proved 
to be a female. 

HERBERT LANGTON. 

[This bird is now in the possession of Mr. J. B. Nichols, 
who very kindly showed it to me.—H.P.W.] 

SWIFTS EATING DRONES OF THE HIVE BEE. 

FOR several years I have noticed that Swifts {Cypselus apus) 
regularly " hawk " for bees round my hives. Thinking that 
they must be destroying a great many bees, I have from time 
to time shot some eight Swifts thus employed. On opening 
these birds I have found in every case that all the perfect 
bees in their stomachs were drones, and in no case did I find 
a single worker bee. A specimen which I sent to the editor of 
this magazine has been examined by Mr. C. J. Gahan of the 
British Museum, who kindly reports that the contents of the 
stomach was as follows : Six drones of the common hive-bee, 
remains of two other small Hymenoptera, about a dozen small 
Diptera and Aphidm and four small beetles. I at all events 
am now quite satisfied that the Swifts ate beneficial rather 
than harmful to my hives. ERICK LACEY. 

RAPID RE-MATING OF THE PEREGRINE FALCON. 

ALL writers on ornithology have commented on the 
mysteriously rapid re-mating of the Peregrine Falcon (Falco 
peregrinus), but the following incident may be worth 
recording. 

On March 21st, whilst rambling round an out-of-the-way 
district in a northern shire, I located a pair of Peregrines on 
a large inland crag, and sitting below I watched them for 
over an hour, the observation being made particularly 
interesting from the fact that they were waging warfare on a 
pair of Ravens which were busily engaged making a new nest, 
their first having been destroyed by the fall of a big snow-
cornice. From what I saw the Ravens were coming off a bad 
second ! At Easter I was in the district again, and on April 9th 
I set off with a friend to see if the birds were still there. We 
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went over to the top of the crag, but to our surprise could see 
no sign of the Peregrines, though on one pinnacle we found the 
remains of a pigeon, evidently killed within twelve hours, 
proving t ha t the Falcons were still about, though their non
appearance more than puzzled us. We knew tha t on this 
rock there were only three possible nesting-sites, so down we 
climbed, intending to visit each. On reaching the first we 
found a perfect " scrape," and to all appearance the birds had 
been there quite recently. We stood there discussing the 
situation, when my friend happening to look over the ledge, 
saw the female Peregrine lying dead on another ledge about 
twenty feet below us. This ledge was perfectly inaccessible 
without ropes, but I very much coveted tha t bird, and the 
only course seemed to fasten sticks together and t ry and push 
her over on to the " scree " about 100 feet below us. My 
friend volunteered to get some sticks from some small trees in 
a gully close by, whilst I , lazily inclined, sat back on the ledge. 
Quite suddenly there was a rush of wings and a tiercel 
" streaked " in, and actually for a brief moment stood on the 
ledge within a few feet of where I sat. Seeing me he dashed 
off and began to wing up in wide circles, and then to my 
surprise as I watched he was joined by another Peregrine, 
which by the aid of glasses I made out to be a female, and 
then for some minutes I was an interested spectator of the 
tiercel trying to entice what was evidently his new partner to 
venture nearer to the rock, but with evident shyness (or 
perhaps coyness) she hung away always up a t an immense 
height. Once again the tiercel dashed in to within about 
twenty feet of where I sat, bu t natural ly enough he did 
not repeat his former mistake, and quickly sheered off 
and rejoined the Falcon, now higher up still, and after a 
few wide circles they went off, leaving the valley altogether. 
We then got to work, and after some little difficulty pushed 
the dead Falcon on to the " s c r e e " below. From all 
appearances she could not have been dead more than about 
thirty-six hours. I sent her off a t once to be set up , and 
afterwards on my return home was told tha t she held an 
egg almost ready for extrusion. On April 28th the second 
eyrie on the rock contained a clutch of four exceptionally 
fine eggs, but these were evidently taken, for on May 20th on 
visiting the rock again we disturbed the Falcon off the first 
nesting-site to which we climbed, and found two fresh eggs, 
and on May 22nd there were three eggs, which subsequent 
watching proved to be the full clutch. 

GWYNNE WlTHEEINGTON. 
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PINTAIL IN SUSSEX IN AUGUST. 
WHILE shooting at the decoy-pond in the parish of Pease-
marsh in east Sussex on August 28th, 1909, one of the guns 
shot a Pintail (Dafih, acuta). On examination I found it to 
be an adult drake in almost full eclipse plumage. 

The Pintail is one of the least common of the surface-
feeding ducks in east Sussex, and is most usually obtained in 
hard weather in winter, though I have seen examples on the 
spring migration so late as April 21st in the adjoining parts 
of Romney Marsh, and others have been recorded so late as 
May 17th. 

N . F . TlCEHTJBST. 

LONG-TAILED DUCK IN MERIONETH. 
ON December 13th, 1909, an immature female Long-
tailed Duck (Harelda glacialis), shot at Towyn, was brought 
to me for identification. As stated in my " Vertebrate 
Fauna of North Wales" the Long-tailed Duck has been 
obtained several times on the estuaries at Portmadoc, and 
once or twice on the Mawddach and Dovey estuaries, but the 
present example is the first recorded on the Dysynni estuary. 

H. E. FOBBEST. 

VELVET-SCOTERS ON THE NORTH COAST OP 
WALES. 

As there appear to be only two records of the occurrence of 
the Velvet-Scoter (CEdemiafusca) on the North Coast of Wales 
(cf. Forrest's Vertebrate Fauna of North Wales, p. 293) I 
think it is worth recording that I watched four examples of 
this bird in Llandudno Bay on November 30th, 1909. They 
were perhaps a quarter of a mile from me, but with my 
binoculars and the direct light of the sun I saw them to 
advantage. The white bar on each wing and the white 
patches about their eyes could be distinctly seen, but from 
the colour of their plumage—dark brown, with the exception 
of their breasts which wrere dull white—-it is evident that they 
were either female or immature birds. They dived repeatedly 
and were not consorting with the more abundant Common 
Scoter. R. W. JONES. 

FEMALE BLACK GROUSE ASSUMING MALE 
PLUMAGE. 

AMONGST game-birds, examples of females exhibiting the 
plumage of the males in varying degree are not rare in 

w 
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certain species ; but in the case of Black Grouse (Tetrao 
tetrix) this phase of plumage is sufficiently uncommon to be 
worthy of note. On November 15th, 1909, the Hon. Douglas 
Cairns sent me a beautiful specimen of the dark variety in 
which the whole of the plumage is a complete intermixture of 
Greyhen and Blackcock feathers. The breast and flanks are 
almost black, but the lower parts are edged with white, 
whilst the scapulars, head, nape and neck are somewhat like 
the Greyhen, only much darker and shot with purple. There 
is a good deal of white on the cheeks and throat, as is 
invariable in these " hen-cocks," whilst the rump is like the 
Blackcock, the feathers being edged with a broad band of 
metallic blue. Nearly all of the British varieties of this 
dark phase which I have examined have possessed elongated 
outer1 tail-feathers, which have been, with two exceptions, 
uncurled; whereas in the specimen sent by Mr. Cairns the 
tail was beautifully lyrate, andsimilarto thatof an adultBlack-
coek. On dissection I found the ovary small, black, and 
atrophied, and there were no marks of old shot wounds. 
This bird was shot on November 15th at one of the drives of 
the Duke of Buccleuch's moors at Langholm, in Dumfries
shire. Curiously enough a few days later Mr. Cairns, walking 
upon tho same moor, picked up the decomposed body of 
another Greyhen, and his observant eye at once noticed that 
the tail was most unusual. This he also sent to me, and it 
it proved to be a female in normal plumage, but with a 
complete lyrate tail, marked to the curled ends with the 
irregular bars of black on rich brown. 

J. G. MILLAIS. 

SPOTTED CRAKE IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

A SPOTTED Crake (Porzana maruetta) was caught alive near 
Wellingborough on October 10th, 1909, and was kept for some 
time until killed by a cat. I saw the bird at the taxidermist's 
and he tells me that another was killed at the same place two 
years ago. 

W. C. CATTBLL. 

BLACK-WINGED PRATINCOLE IN YORKSHIRE. 
IN September, 1909, Mr. J. M. Charlton informed me that a 
Pratincole had been shot on August 17th, 1909, by Mr. W. S. 
Charlton near Danby Wiske, near Northallerton, in the North 
Riding of Yorkshire. The bird was feeding among a flock of 
Lapwings. Mr. Charlton kindly had the bird examined at my 
request, and informed me that the under-wing was black. 
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Hoping to see the specimen myself and to make quite certain 
of its identity, I have delayed publication of the occurrence. 
Meanwhile, however, the bird has been examined by Dr. 
Steward and Mr. Riley Fortune, who identified it as the Black-
winged Pratincole (Glareola melanoptera), and the latter has 
published the following particulars of it in the "Naturalist" 
(1909, p. 372) :—" It differs distinctly from Glareola pratincola 

Black-winged Pratincole (Glareola melanoptera) shot near Northallorton, 
Yorkshire, on August 17th, 1909. 

in the secondaries not being tipped with white, and in having 
the under wing-coverts and axillaries jet black instead of 
chestnut. The specimen resembles the figure of the bird of 
the year in Dresser's " Birds of Europe," with the exception 
of having the dark bridle-like marking round the throat, 
though this is not nearly so conspicuous as in the adult 
plumage of G. pratincola." 

There seems no doubt therefore that this bird is an 
example of Glareola melanoptera, a species nearly allied to 
the Collared Pratincole and with a more eastern range. I t 
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will be remembered that three of these birds were shot in 
Kent in May and June. 1903, and these being the first occur
rences in the British Isles the species was included by the late 
Howard Saunders in his paper on " Additions to the list of 
British Birds since 1899" (c/. Vol. 1, p. 15). We are much 
indebted to Mr. Charlton for the photograph which is repro
duced in the accompanying figure. 

H. P. WITHERBY. 

BLACK TERN IN HAMPSHIRE. 

ON August 3rd, 1909, I watched at close range a single Black 
Tern (H. nigra) hawking over the Farlington Marsh near 
Langston Harbour, in company with some Black-headed Gulls. 
This Tern was either a full-grown young bird of the year or 
an adult nearly in winter plumage. 

H. LYNES. 

COLORATION OP THE SOFT PARTS OP THE 
SLAVONIAN GREBE. 

As I read in Seebohm's " British Birds " that the irides of the 
Slavonian Grebe (Podicipes auritus) are " crimson," and as 
they are illustrated thus in both Gould's and Lilford's books, 
it may be worth recording that the iris of this Grebe in the 
month of November is a bright rose-pink, as nearly as 
possible the colour of pink blotting paper. 

They are abundant where I am staying in the Western 
Outer Hebrides, and I have shot three in the last few days, to 
enable me to make an accurate record of the colour of the 
eyes, bills and legs at this time of year. 

In Gould's " Birds of Great Britain " the bird is shown with 
a white tip to the bill. In Lord Lilford's book it is red, which 
may be correct in the breeding-plumage, but unfortunately 
the artist has also given the bird in winter-plumage a red base 
and tip to the bill. The bill at this season is a " washed-out" 
grey-blue, darker towards the base of the upper mandible. 
There is not a trace of crimson on it. 

The front of the legs and upper sides of the feet are the 
same colour, the toes having yellow edges, but the backs and 
under sides (uppermost when swimming) are almost black. 
The throat and breast are pure white. 

The Slavonian Grebe takes very readily to flight, sometimes 
settling again within two or three hundred yards, but more 
often flying quite out of sight. 
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On a calm day, as many as eight or ten may be seen a t 
one moment amongst these islands. 

M. B E D F O R D . 

[The colouring is given in Saunders ' ' M a n u a l " (2nd ed., p . 
722) : bill—nearly black, except the t ip , which is whit ish; 
irides—red (becoming paler after the au tumn moul t ) ; legs and 
toes—dark greenish-brown outside, yellower on the inner sur
face. '• Yarre l l" (4th ed., p . 131): bill—black, both mandibles 
of horn-coloured white at the tip ; irides—vermilion-red wi th a 
narrow white ring ; legs and toes—dark greenish-brown outside, 
varied with yellowish-green on the edges and inner surface. 
Macgillivray (Vol. V., pp . 264-269), whose descriptions are 
generally most careful, says tha t the bill—in the adult is 
bluish-black with yellow tips, and in the young in first 
winter, dark bluish-grey, with basal half of lower mandible 
basal margins of the upper, and tips of both, yellow ; feet—in 
adult, dusky, tinged with grey externally, dull yellow inter
nally and on both edges of the t a r sus ; in young, bluish-grey 
externally, tinged with greenish-yellow internally. 

Macgillivray's description of the colours of the bill and feet 
of what he describes as the young bird in first winter agrees 
so closely with tha t of the Duchess of Bedford t ha t I would 
suggest tha t all the birds Her Grace has noted were possibly 
in first winter-plumage.—H.F.W.] 
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