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THE appearance of this the Fourth Report of the B.O.C. 
Migration Committee, although not so punctual as that of the 
birds of which it treats, will be welcomed by all those interested 
in the subject. The Report takes the same form as the pre
vious one, but an additional feature is the detailed account of 
the observations recorded at the " Lights " during the autumn 
of 1907. We may note that in reference to our criticisms of 
the table of arrival areas in previous reports* the Committee 
explain that it seemed to them of great importance to keep 
the form of the Reports as uniform as possible. If the table 
is really misleading, as we believe and as the Committee to 
a certain extent agree, we cannot see that this explanation is 
in any way a good one. In the present report, for instance, 
the Ring-Ouzel is said (pages 10 and 11) to arrive solely on 
the western half of the south coast and also on the south
east coast. As both of these cannot he correct it is 
explained that the earlier arrivals appeared first in the west 
and later the birds arrived in the south-east, but that these 
latter probably consisted of continental breeding birds. 
But on turning to the account of the species (pages 41-44) 
we find that for the last four years the Ring-Ouzel has 
appeared first in Yorkshire, and there seems to be no 
observation to show at what point these birds have entered 
the country, unless the occurrence in Kent, on March 30th, 
in this Report may be some indication of its entry through 
the eastern side of the south coast 

The wintry weather of the spring of 1908 is not likely to 
be forgotten, and that this had a considerable effect in 
retarding the northward progress of the immigrants has 
already been mentioned (see supra, page 232) and is borne out 
by this Report. 

* For notices of the two previous Reports see Vol. I., p. 30, and 
Vol. I I . , p. 247. 
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Interesting items in this report are the following: a Blue-
headed Wagtail (M. flava) at St. Catherine's Light, Me of 
Wight on the night of April 27th-28th, and at Shipley, Yorks., 
on May 2nd and 3rd, 1908; Nightingales (D. luscinia) in 
Cheshire (? locality); the Continental Robin (E. r. rubecula) at 
St. Catherine's Light, on March 25th and April 23rd, 1908; 
Woodchat {(L. pomeranus) in Cornwall, on May 12th, 1908; 
two Montagu's Harriers (0. cineraceus) in Surrey, on April 
8th, 1908; Hobby (F. subbuteo), in Cornwall, on May 7th, 
1908 ; Garganey (Q. circia), in Dorset, on April 27th, and in 
Kent, on May 2nd, 1908 ; two Avocets (M. avocetta) in Kent, 
on May 17th and 26th, 1908; Black Terns (H. nigra) in 
Cheshire, on April 29th, in Yorkshire, on April 30th, and in 
Kent (three pairs) on May 2nd, 1908 ; the nesting of a pair of 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls (L. fuscus), in Kent, in the spring 
of 1908. 

The value of these reports is very high and is very 
largely increased as each fresh one is added to the series. 

H. p . W. 

We have received the Transactions of the Norfolk and 
Norwich Naturalists' Society (Vol. VIII., Part V.), in which 
we note an article on " Bird-life in the Meres," by W. G. Clarke, 
who observed two Ruddy SHeld-Ducks on Langmere, on 
April 13th, 1906; t he " Additions to the Birds of Norfolk," by 
J. H. Gurney and T. Southwell, bring the total up to 317; 
most of these have already been reported in our pages, but 
we note the occurrence of a Blue-headed Wagtail (M. f. flava), 
on May 3rd, 1908, and the omission of one already recorded 
(Vol. II., p. 237). 

In Mr.Charles Whymper's Egyptian Birds (A. & C. Black, 20s. 
net), British ornithologists will find some charming coloured 
pictures—a good many of the subjects being of birds on the 
British list. Mr. Whymper has also made a few remarks on 
the winter habits of migrants, such as the Bluethroat, which 
he has heard "singing most enchantingly" in the end of 
March, and the Reed-Warbler, which he has frequently heard 
singing in the winter. 

The well-known American ornithologist, Mr. Frank M. 
Chapman, has much of special interest to bird-photographers 
in his Camps and Cruises of an Ornithologist (New York: 
Appleton, 3 dollars). There are 250 photographic illus
trations, and although the book is mainly devoted to 
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American birds, a chapter giving Mr; Chapman's impressions 
of English bird-life, during his visit here in 1905, will be read 
with interest by British ornithologists. 

Baron Snouckaert van Schauburg has sent us his Avifauna 
Neerlandica (Leeuwarden: Meijer & Sehaafsma, 3.75 francs), 
which, although written in Dutch, will prove useful to those 
of us who are in the habit of visiting Holland and want a 
handbook on its birds. 
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