
^TIOTESl 
KECOVERY OP MARKED BIRDS.* 

BLACK-HEADED GULL (Larus ridibundus).—B.B., No. 527, 
marked as a nestling by Major H. Trevelyan, on an 
island in Lough Erne, co. Fermanagh, Ireland, on June 
14th, 1909. Recovered (shot) on January 22nd, 1910, 
at Athlone, eo. Roscommon, Ireland. 

The information of the recovery was very kindly sent to 
me by Mr. E. Foy. 

DUNLIN (Tringa alpina).—Vogelwarte, Rossitten, No. 462, 
marked as an adult by Dr. J. Thienemann at Rossitten, 
Germany, on August 3rd, 1909. Recovered (shot) by Mr. 
H. Brown, Junr., on December 15th, 1909, near Southend, 
Essex. 

My attention to this was kindly drawn by Mr. T. Hepburn, 
who forwarded me a newspaper cutting. I communicated 
with the shooter and Dr. Thienemann, who kindly gave me 
the above details. 

LESSEE BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus fuscus).—" Country 
Life," No. 28, marked by the watcher on the Farne Islands 
in June, 1909. Recovered (found dead) near the Light
house Island near Olhao, Portugal. No date given. 
(See Country Life, November 27th, p. 758, and December 
11th, p. 857.) 

The above record is unsatisfactory, since the dates and other 
details are wanting. I fear that exact details are not always 
kept of the rings placed by readers of " Country Life," since 
" G. P.," the marker of this bird, writes that the bird " would 
be a Lesser Black-backed Gull. The other birds I put rings 
on were Puffins." Unless such an inquiry is conducted with 
strict accuracy it becomes useless and even misleading. 

WIGEON (Mareca penelope).—" 1909, R. G.," marked by Sir 
Richard Graham, Bart., at Netherby, near Carlisle, 
Cumberland, at the end of February, 1909. Recovered 

* For previous notes on this subject see supra, pages 179-182, 219-
220, 251-2. 
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in Mr. W. E. de Winton's duck-decoy at Orielton, 
Pembrokeshire, on December 13th, 1909. 

This ring was kindly forwarded to me by the Editor of the 
" Field," to whom Mr. de Winton had sent it. On sending 
the ring to Sir Richard Graham he identified it as one of his, 
and gave me the above particulars. Sir Richard Graham 
tells me tha t he rings each spring many ducks, and finds tha t 
a large proportion reared at Netherby return there to breed. 
Many of these birds must be shot in the winter, and I am 
hopeful tha t Sir Richard Graham will in future use a ring 
with a full address, so tha t really useful results may be 
obtained from his marking. At present the want of address 
has resulted in his hearing of only one other of his ringed 
birds being obtained at a distance from Netherby, though 
nearly a thousand have been ringed ! I t is practically 
useless to mark birds with a ring bearing an insufficient address. 
Few people will take the trouble to communicate to the papers 
regarding such a ring, and even if the recovery is notified to 
a newspaper the chances of the record being seen by anyone 
who recognises the mark are slender. I have now information 
regarding the recovery of the following birds insufficiently 
marked, and should be greatly obliged if any reader can help 
me in discovering by whom they were marked :—COMMON 
S N I P E , marked (metal band) 112.1906 ; WOODCOCK, marked 
(brass ring) H.H., 1907.3 ; R O C K - D O V E , marked (aluminium 
ring) W. B., 20.1908. 

H. F . W. 

ADDITIONS TO T H E BOOTH MUSEUM. 

T H E authorities in charge of the Booth Museum a t Brighton 
have recently issued, under the. editorship of Mr. A. F . Griffith, 
a supplement to the third edition of the " Catalogue " of the 
collection. This consists of a description of a few of Booth's 
birds tha t were not included in tha t edition, together with a 
considerable list of additions made to the collection during the 
last fifteen years. Chief among these are the Borrer and Monk 
collections purchased in 1901 and 1905 respectively, and the 
collection of the late Bishop Wilberforce presented by his 
son in 1903. These three collections are all rich in local 
Sussex birds, and contain many of the rare and unique 
specimens recorded in Borrer's " Birds of Sussex." Several of 
these specimens had already been mentioned in the 
third edition of the " Catalogue," but others do not appear 
to have been elsewhere recorded, and so were not 
included in the serial paper of " A d d i t i o n s " published in 
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Vols. I . and I I . of our Magazine. The most important 
appear to be as follows : — 

GREAT R E E D - W A R B L E R (Acrocephalus turdoides). An adult 
male, shot by George Bristow in a brickpit a t St. Leonards 
on September 12th, 1906. 

ORTOLAN BUNTING (Emberiza hortulana). A female a t Castle 
Hill, near Rott ingdean, Sussex, on April 21st, 1896 ; and 
a male near Eastbourne, on June 29th, 1898. Recorded 
as obtained in 1896 in third edition (1901), and as 1898 
in the supplement (1909). 

B E E - E A T E R (Merops apiaster). An adult male, shot a t 
Burwash, Sussex, on June 5th, 1905. This is said to 
have been one of three seen together. Another is re
corded as having been shot a t Dallington on May 31st 
(cf. antea, vol. 1, p . 282); and another as having been seen 
a t Brightling about the same time. 

CENTRAL E U R O P E A N B A R N - O W L (Strix flammea flammea). 
Three specimens of this form with the dark brown under-
parts are recorded, viz. :—One caught in a barn a t 
Shoreham, Sussex, on October 24th, 1893. A second 
killed at Rott ingdean in November, 1900 ; and the third 
obtained at Shoreham in September, 1901. I t will be 
noticed tha t these were all obtained on the south coast 
in autumn. 

GOSHAWK (Astur palumbarius). An immature female, shot by 
G. Sargent a t Hooe, Sussex, on November 19th, 1904. 

R E D - F O O T E D FALCON (Falco vespertinus). An immature male, 
shot a t Hooe, Sussex, by George Sargent, on April 15th, 
1899. 

LITTLE CRAKE (Porzana parva). An adult male, caught by a 
dog at Pevensey, Sussex, on May 7th, 1904 (cf. vol. 2, 
p . 129). 

BAILLON'S CRAKE (Porzana bailloni). One caught in a net 
on the Downs above Brighton on September 2nd, 1894. 

N I G H T - H E R O N (Nycticorax griseus). An immature female shot 
near Lydd, Kent , on October 30th, 1906 (cf. vol. 1, p. 348). 

LEVANTINE SHEARWATER (Puffinus yelkouanus). Shot by 
Booth in the Fir th of Forth, Scotland, on August 19th, 
1874. This specimen apparently remained unrecognised 
until recently when it was identified by the late Howard 
Saunders. 

N. F . TICEHURST. 
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THE EASTERN PIED WHEATEAR (Saxicola pleschanka 
(Lepech.) ) IN SCOTLAND. 

A NEW BRITISH BIRD. 

ON October 19th, 1909, while the Misses Evelyn V. Baxter 
and Leonora Jeffrey Rintoul were engaged in migration work 
on the Isle of May in the Firth of Forth, they noticed a 
Wheatear, which appeared " considerably darker than 8. 
cenanthe, looked smaller and seemed to show less white patch 
on the rump when it flew ; it was restless and rather wild," 
but was eventually secured. Mr. W. Eagle Clarke and Dr. E. 
Hartert have identified the bird, which is a female, as the 
EasternPied Wheatear, Saxicola pleschanka (Lepech.) =S. morio. 
Hemp, and Ehr. The wind was in the west at the time and 
had been blowing previously lightly from the east, and there 
was not much movement of birds in progress. 

The above details of this most interesting discovery are 
condensed from an article by the discoverers in the " Annals 
of Scottish Nat. Hist." (1910, pp. 2-4), where a nice coloured 
figure of the bird by Miss L. Medland is also given. 

The range of the Eastern Pied Wheatear is given by Mr. 
Dresser (Man. Pal. Birds, p. 32) as Cyprus, and from the 
Crimea and lower valley of the Volga east to Kashmir, south
eastern Siberia, Tibet, Mongolia, and northern China, win
tering in N.W. India, Abyssinia and Arabia, and occasionally 
in Gilgit. It has also occurred in Italy and Heligoland. The 
bird occurring in Cyprus is, however, decidedly a distinct 
form (8. pleschanka cypriaca, Horn.), and possibly in other 
parts of its range distinct forms may be recognised, as a series 
of specimens reveals much difference in plumage other than 
seasonal, although Dr., Hartert, we are told (Ann. 8.N.H., 
1910, p. 3), considers the white-throated form (8. vittata, 
Hemp, and Ehr.), to which the specimen in question belongs, 
to be merely a variety of 8. pleschanka. 

The Misses Rintoul and Baxter thus describe their capture, 
which is a female :— 

" I t is 5.7 inches in length, wing 3.6 inches. Head dull greyish-
brown with faint indications of darker s t reaks; eye-streak buffish-
white; ear-coverts brownish-black, much streaked with greyish-brown ; 
mantle black, each feather broadly margined with greyish-brown, 
lighter at the tips ; rump and upper tail-coverts white ; central pair of 
tail feathers black with basal third white, remaining tail-feathers white 
broadly tipped with black, the outer ones more so than the inner ; 
primaries, secondaries, and wing-coverts blackish-brown with narrow 
pale brown margins ; sides of the neck white tinged with buff ; throat 
and centre of abdomen white; chest warm buff ; flanks and under tail-
coverts pale buff ; axillaries black; under wing-coverts black, with 
paler edges ; eyes, bill, feet, and toes black." 
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In summer-plumage the female is generally darker brown on the 
upperside, the greyish-brown edgings having worn off, and in many 
specimens the throat is huffish-brown in winter and mottled with black 
in summer. 

The male in fresh autumn-plumage has the smoky-white feathers of 
the crown and nape fringed with greyish-black and the black 
feathers of the mantle fringed with buffish-brown ; the black wing-
feathers and coverts edged with buffish-white ; the chin, throat and ear-
coverts black, the feathers with small buff tips. In other respects the 
plumage much resembles that of the female. In summer the male 
becomes greyish-white on the crown and nape and an intense black on 
the back, wings and throat , through the wearing off of the tips of 
the feathers-

H.F . W. 

THE GREENISH WILLOW-WARBLER AS A BRITISH 
BIRD. 

I T will be remembered that in Vol. II., p. 408, we quoted 
Mr. W. Eagle Clarke's verdict (c/. Ann. S.N.H., 1909, p. 114) 
that the second recorded British example of the Greenish 
Willow - Warbler (Phylloscopus viridanus), viz., the bird 
obtained at the Suleskerry Lighthouse, on September 5th, 
1902 (cf. Bull. B.O.C., XIIL, p. 12; Ann. S.N.H., 1903, p. 22), 
had proved to be after all an example of Eversmann's Warbler 
(P. borealis). It seemed doubtful then whether the first 
(and now only) British example of Phylloscopus viridanus, 
viz., that obtained by Mr. G. H. Caton Haigh, on September 
5th, 1896, had been correctly identified. In order to clear 
up any doubt in the matter, Mr. Caton Haigh has very 
kindly sent me this bird for examination, and I find that it 
is an undoubted example of Phylloscopus viridanus. 

If a Willow-Warbler with one or two wing-bars is found 
in the British Isles it is certain to be a rare visitor, but the 
species to which it belongs should not be decided by this 
character. The wing-bar in the Greenish Willow-Warbler is 
formed by the tips of the greater wing-coverts being yellowish-
white. Eversmann's Warbler has a similar wing-bar, and 
very often (but not always) an ill-defined second wing-bar 
which is formed by the tips of some of the median wing-
coverts also being of a yellowish-white. I t will be readily 
understood that these tips to the feathers are liable to become 
worn off when the plumage is abraded, and therefore they 
would be an unreliable character in some stages of plumage, 
even if they were not variable. 

There need, however, be no more difficulty in distinguishing 
the two species in question than the Chiffchaff and Willow-
Warbler, since their wing-formulae (and especially the length 
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of the first primary) are perfectly different. As this is not 
set out in Saunders' " Manual ." I give it below :— 

GREENISH WILLOW-WAKBLER 

(Phylloscopus viridanus) 

PRIMARIES. 

1st (i.e., bastard) 7 to 8 mm. 
longer than primary-coverts. 

2nd equal to the 7th or between 
the 7th and 8th (occasionally 
slightly shorter than the 8th 
and rarely a shade longer than 
the 7th). ' 

2nd to 5th inclusive sloped off on 
the outer web, and the 6th 
sloped off towards the t ip. 

4th longest, 3rd and 5th slightly 
shorter. 

EVBBSMANN'S WARBLER 

(Phylloscopus borealis) 

PRIMARIES. 

1st (i.e., bastard) seldom a shade 
longer, generally equal to, some
times shorter than, primary-
coverts. 

2nd slightly longer than 6th, i.e., 
between 5th and 6th (very 
occasionally slightly shorter 
than 6th). 

2nd to 5th inclusive sloped off on 
the outer web. 

3rd longest, 4th slightly shorter, 
5th shorter than 4th. 

I should mention tha t Mr. Caton Haigh had noticed the 
length of the bastard-primary and had always felt sure that 
his bird was correctly identified. 

H . F . WlTHERBY. 

" G R E Y - H E A D E D WAGTAIL." 

O N page 257 of Vol. III. of B R I T I S H B I R D S I find recorded a 
male of the " Grey-headed Wagtail (M. flava viridis) " from 
Romney Marsh. 

This nomenclature is incomprehensible and misleading. 
Probably the Scandinavian form with a dark grey, almost and 
often quite slate-coloured, head is meant, but the name 
" Grey-headed Wagtail " for this form is ill-chosen, because 
it is much bet ter applied to the Mediterranean Motacilla flam 
cinereocapilla. Moreover, the name Motacilla viridis, Gmelin, 
cannot be used. I t is based on Fig. 2, Plate 23, of Brown's 
" Zoology." That figure depicts a bird from Ceylon. I t is 
not correct enough to say to which form of Wagtail it belongs ; 
in fact, Sharpe (see Cat. B. Brit. Mus., X., p . 522) says it is 
" not recognisable as belonging to a Wagtail a t all ." Though 
I think a Wagtail is meant, I agree tha t it is an inexact figure, 
and the Scandinavian, or better Northern, slate-headed 
Wagtail must be called Motacilla flava thunbergi, Billberg, 
1828. This name has been discovered by Lonnberg (see 
Journ. f. Orn., 1906, p . 351) and antedates SundevalPs borealis, 
which has generally been adopted for the same. 

E R N S T HARTBRT. 
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[The English name most often used by authorities for this 
Wagtail has been, I believe, the Grey-headed. I t may be 
unsuitable, as are other English names, bu t I do not think it 
should be altered for tha t reason; stability should be main
tained in English names, it seems to me, as well as in scientific 
ones. As to the name viridis, I take full responsibility for the 
use of this. The author of the note in question wished to call it 
borealis, but I altered it to viridis, for the simple reason tha t 
in nomenclature we must follow a s tandard authori ty in 
B R I T I S H B I R D S , otherwise we should be calling the same bird 
by half-a-dozen different names. The latest authoritat ive 
list is t ha t published by Howard Saunders in 1907 (viz., A 
list of British Birds, revised to July, 1907), shortly before his 
death. Until this list is supplanted the names there employed 
must be used in these pages. As to M. f. thunbergi, I have 
no sympathy with the resuscitation of unknown and unused 
names, and those who ardently search for them could, I 
consider, be much more profitably employed. A flexible law 
of priority applied in conjunction with common sense is most 
valuable, but when priority is insisted upon regardless of 
every other consideration it becomes a fetish which should 
be hewn down and destroyed. I n 1905, in his " Die Vogel der 
paliiarktischen F a u n a " (Heft, iii., p . 291), Dr. Harter t calls 
this Wagtail Motacilla flava borealis, by which name and 
M. f. viridis it has been equally well known. Now, in 1910, 
Dr. Har ter t says it must be called M. f. thunbergi, of which 
no one has ever heard ; later we may expect some diligent 
" a n t i q u a r i a n " to discover some older and equally unknown 
name. Meanwhile the past history of the bird under the 
names viridis or borealis will be lost in the vapour of these 
unseemly ghosts.—H.F.W.] 

W A T E R - P I P I T IN DEVON. 
A P I P I T was shot on August 25th, 1904, by Mr. Parr , a 
gentleman staying at the Staghunters ' Hotel, Brenden, 
Lynton, North Devon, and was sent to me as a Pipit—species 
unknown. I recognised it as the Water-Pipi t (Anthus 
spipoletta), and tha t was confirmed by Dr. Bowdler Sharpe 
when I showed it to him at the Natural History Museum on 
Ju ly 13th, 1909. 

J . B. NICHOLS. 

A MARKED HOUSE-MARTIN. 
O N July 15th, 1906, Dr. Thienemann, of the Rossitten 
Observatory, caught on its nest and marked a House-Martin 
(Chelidon urbica : No. 711), which afterwards proved to be a 



300 BRITISH BIRDS. 

male. The nest was one of several on the wall of the old 
Museum-shed at Rossitten. In 1907 these nests were swept 
away by storm and rain and the colony abandoned. On July 
19th, 1909, Dr. Thienemann visited, for marking purposes, a 
colony which had established itself on a stable about 100 
metres distant from the sight of the first. The first bird he 
caught was this No. 711. Apart from the direct significance 
of the record, this case is also interesting, because to Dr. 
Thienemann's knowledge this is the first instance of such a 
small bird carrying a ring for so long a period as three years. 
The bird was in no way injured and was in the best of 
condition, and was going about its nesting duties in the 
normal way at the time of its re-capture. This case is cited 
in favour of the foot-rings as against indelible stamps on the 
feathers of the wing, flat aluminium plates attached to the 
tail-quills, and other such methods that have been put 
forward as being less hard on the birds. Such marks are of 
course lost at the first moult that occurs after marking, and 
the percentage of returns would be reduced to an extent that 
would not afford sufficient results to compensate for the 
labour and expense of marking, and certain sorts of returns 
would never occur at all. That an aluminium ring is not 
sufficiently durable to give reliable records bearing on the 
natural length of life of large birds especially, Dr. Thienemann 
here admits, but for migration purposes it seems to meet all 
requirements. The longest time that a ring has been borne 
by a Rossitten bird is five years seven months eight days 
(Hooded Crow), and in this case the ring was very much 
worn. In the case of Herring-Gulls, etc., the rings appear to 
wear more quickly, probably owing to constant friction with 
wet sand and so on. Dr. Thienemann remarks that a ring 
fitting closely to the leg of a bird is less liable to friction and 
therefore more durable than one which is free to slide up and 
down (cf. Ornith. Monatsberichte, Oct., 1909, pp. 150-2). 

A. LANDSBOKOUGH THOMSON. 

BREEDING-HABITS OF THE SISKIN IN IRELAND. 
HAVING had a very extensive acquaintance with the breeding-
habits of the Siskin {Chrysomitris spinus) in co. Wicklow for 
ten years, commencing with 1886, as well as in other parts of 
Ireland, the notes of Mr. Hamilton Hunter on this subject 
(antea, pp. 188, 189) interested me very greatly. I have, 
however, little doubt that a wider experience will prove that 
the Siskin often nests much earlier than he supposes, as I have 
found very many nests in April, and have proved beyond 
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doubt tha t the eggs are sometimes deposited before the end 
of March. I t is, in fact, the earliest of the finches to breed in 
Ireland. In 1886 I did not obtain eggs, although I found nests 
in May, and in the following year was disappointed, if also 
greatly interested, to find a Siskin's nest with five young 
several days old on April 29th. A short t ime after I was 
compensated by finding several other nests, two of which I 
took, with five eggs each. In 1889 I found two nests on April 
9th, one of which contained three eggs, and was a t a height 
of twelve feet in a spruce, while the other was only partially 
built, and was about fifteen feet from the ground in the end of 
a lower branch of a big Scotch fir. The hen bird always 
gathered her materials at some distance, and flew with them 
direct to the nest, accompanied by her mate, which sang and 
twittered gaily, but took no par t in building or collecting 
materials. These consisted of green moss from tree-trunks 
or from the ground, and sometimes small twigs from the tree-
tops. On April 19th I took this nest, with four eggs, which 
with the parent birds, forms one of the well-known series in 
the Natura l History Museum at South Kensington. Another 
nest, taken two days later, was fifty feet from the ground in 
a thick spruce-fir, and quite invisible from below. On April 
15th, 1893, I found a Siskin's nest near the top of a spruce, 
with four young about three days old, leaving no doubt tha t 
in this case the clutch was complete by the end of March. 

In my experience clutches of five eggs are quite usual, and 
more than one-third of those mentioned by Mr. H. Hunter 
are of tha t number, so tha t it is difficult to understand why 
he calls such clutches the exception. I consider five nearly 
as common as four, but have never seen a completed clutch of 
three. I t is curious tha t I, too, have noticed antagonism 
between this bird and the Chaffinch when building, though 
I have observed the Siskin stealing materials from the Chaf
finch's nest, and not vice versa. I have found Siskins' nests 
in conifers exclusively, the following being the order of 
frequency : spruce, Scotch fir, larch, Douglas fir, deodar, 
silver fir. I have found the nests a t various heights from ten 
to fifty feet or more, generally near the end of a lateral branch, 
but in several cases at the top of a tree, against the leader and 
resting on the small side branches. Although the nest is often 
quite invisible from the ground, the bird's habit of flying 
direct to it, twittering loudly meanwhile, often leads to its 
discovery. In fine genial weather in the breeding-season the 
Siskin is remarkably joyous and lively, its song and clear call-
notes forcing it on the observer's notice ; but if the weather be 
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cold or stormy very little will be seen of the bird. This may 
partly account for Mr. Hunter's want of success in rinding the 
early nests. Mr. Ussher's observations agree closely with 
my own. He mentions a case of a young brood which had 
quitted the nest, being seen on April 29th. 

ALLAN ELLISON. 

CROSSBILLS NESTING IN NORFOLK. 

ON January 12th, 1910, a workman walking home along 
the railway line near Thetford, Norfolk, saw a Crossbill 
feeding young. He threw a stone at them, killing the old 
bird and one of the nestlings; two other nestlings were taken 
alive, and he is now trying to rear them ; they were shown 
to me last night in his cottage. The nest was in a Scotch 
fir close to the line, and not more than 20 feet from the 
ground. On January 18th I saw a flock of twelve within a 
mile of the same spot, and to-day (January 14th) a pair some 
two miles distant. I am sending the dead Crossbill. 

HBATLEY NOBLE. 

Since writing, the two young ones have died, and I now 
enclose them too. H. N. 

[The young birds were almost fully fledged, but traces of 
down still adhered to the crown and rump-feathers, and only the 
faintest traces of the crossing of the beak were to be noticed. 
The breeding-season of this species is so extraordinarily 
variable that it is scarcely surprising to find that a few birds 
breed even in mid-December in a country where the winter 
is open and mild as compared with Scandinavia. Thus in 
Styria, Hanf found two nests with eggs on January 30th. 
Brehm states that it has been recorded as having eggs or 
young in every month of the year, even in December, and 
that he has seen birds in full moult feeding young, laying and 
pairing! In Denmark eggs have been found from January 
to May: Dr. Rey says the breeding-season extends from 
December to June; while in Bavaria young have been found 
in the nest in September. Mr. Noble tells us that a nest 
with four eggs, far advanced in incubation, was found on 
January 29th, 1907, in west Ross-shire. The usual breeding-
time in the British Isles is, however, from the end of February 
to the beginning of April.—EDS.] 



NOTES. 303 

IRRUPTION OF CROSSBILLS.* 
BEDFORDSHIRE.—A flock of over fifty on August 1st, 1909, at 

Sandy (J. Steele Elliott). " Since writing to you in 
December (cf. supra, p. 260), I have seen Crossbills 
almost every day that I have been in the large woods on 
our estate (Woburn) " (The Duchess of Bedford, in litt., 
January 16th, 1910). 

BERKSHIRE.—Small flocks still (December 31st, 1909) at 
Temple Combe (Heatley Noble). 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.—Flock of about thirty on December 30th, 
1909, at Fawley Court (Heatley Noble). 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE.—Small flock (six or seven) on January 9th, 
1910, near Cirencester (Collingwood Ingram). Twelve 
seen on December 5th, 1909, amongst larches at Rod-
borough, Stroud (E. N. Witchell, Field, 25, xii., 1909, 
p. 1173). They breed near Stroud every year (M. L. 
Ridgway, t.c, 8.1.1910, p. 74). Flocks of fifteen to 
twenty still (January 20th) to be seen at Mitcheldean 
(N. F. Richardson). 

HAMPSHIRE.—Two on January 3rd, 1910, at Holmsley, near 
Ringwood (H. F. Witherby). Two or three on November 
15th, 1909, and January 1st, 1910, at Airdridge, 
near Botley (Lady Jenkyns). Two pairs on January 16th 
on the Beaulieu Manor, near Brockenhurst (H. Noble). 
Six or seven on July 19th-20th, 1909, at New Milton; the 
same morning " m y neighbour Mr. C. C. Dallas, who 
lives on the southern border of the New Forest, reported 
a flock in his garden " ; two on October 9th and four on 
October 25th, flying over towards the Forest ; several 
small flocks on November 16th, near Netley Hospital; 
four or five on November 17th, in Talbot Woods, near 
Bournemouth ; flocks in varying numbers from November 
18th to December 8th, at New Milton; two on December 
29th, flying over Brockenhurst Park (B. E. Coles). 

HEREFORDSHIRE.—About forty to fifty on January 19th, 1910, 
at Ledbury (Heatley Noble). 

HERTS.—Flock of eighteen on January 2nd, 1910, feeding in 
some tall pines at Broxbourne (M. Harris). Three 
(two males, one female) on January 2nd in a larch tree 
between Rickmansworth and Chorley Wood Common 
(H. B. Leach). About a dozen on November 21st, 1909, 
at Watton (Bev. Allan Ellison). Six or seven early in 
October, 1909, and four or five more on December 18th, 

* For previous references to this subject, cf., pp. 82, 123, 162, 190-
194, 226-228, 258-261. 
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and more since, near Welwyn (Katharine Acland). Three 
on January 20th, 1910, several small parties on 
January 22nd, fifteen to twenty on January 24th near 
Berkhamstead (G. M. Dyer). 

KENT.—Nine seen on December 31st, 1909, flying in a 
north-westerly direction, low down, between Langton 
Green and Tunbridge Wells; a flock of eight a t Langton 
House on January 15th and 16th, 1910 (Miss 
E. L. Turner). A flock of about th i r ty since the early 
par t of July , 1909, until a t all events December 17th, 
near Boxley, near Maidstone (Rev. J. R. Hale). 

NORFOLK.—About six in August, 1909 (cf. supra, p . 260), and 
later increased to forty or fifty and now (January, 1910) 
" they abound in all suitable spots in the immediate 
neighbourhood" of Swaffham (Rev. E. T. Daubeny). 
About a dozen a t the end of October, 1909, a t 
Pickenham, near Swaffham (B. B. Riviere). A large 
flock during last week of July , 1909, a t Castle Rising, 
and another flock from about the beginning of October 
to the middle of December at the same place (N. Tracey) 

NORTHUMBERLAND.—About fifty made their appearance on 
December 24th, 1909, in Dipton Woods, near Corbridge-
on-Tyne. Nearly every winter Crossbills visit these 
woods, but they are more numerous than usual this year 
(J. S. T. Walton). 

SHROPSHIRE.—Eight on August 6th, 1909, and small part ies 
on September 4th, 5th, 12th, 29th, October 1st, 2nd, 9th-
12th, 15th, 18th, 21st, November 7th, 11th, 12th, 16th, 
28th, and December 5th a t Dowles (J. Steele Elliott, MS. 
note-book, per H. E. Forrest). 

SUFFOLK.—Two on November 3rd and three on November 
15th, 1909, a t Icklingham. Small flocks near Herrings-
well since the end of October until the middle of 
December (W. Farren). Quite a dozen have been 
sent (January, 1910) for preservation to Bury St. 
Edmunds from Lackford and Icklingham. Larch-cones 
had been worked at , on January 11th, a t Elmswell 
(Rev. Julian O. Tuck). 

SURREY.—Flock of about twenty on November 12th, 1909, 
and some on November 15th, at Walton-on-Thames 
(Rev. Allan Ellison). 

SUSSEX.—After an absence of about two months they 
reappeared in the Hastings district during the third 
week in November, 1909, and were seen in large flocks a t 
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Ore, and a t Westfield, for about three weeks (N. F. 
Ticehurst). A par ty , varying from six or eight to eighteen 
or twenty, from November 4th to December 6th, 1909, 
a tUckf ie ld ; three on Janua ry 13th, 1910, and four on 
Janua ry 14th a t same place (R. Morris). One on 
December 5th, 1909, and two about a fortnight before 
at Eastbourne (E. C. Arnold). 

WILTSHIRE.—Smal l flock on December 17th, 1909, a t Little-
cote, and another small flock three or four miles away, 
on December 18th (Heatley Noble). 

SCOTLAND.—With reference to the record from Inverness 
(p. 261), Mr. R. H . W. Leach informs us tha t Crossbills 
are present with them nearly all the year round, and breed. 
Mr. Eagle Clarke gives the following information (Ann. 
S.N.H., 1910, p . 54) additional to tha t which has 
already been recorded (Supra, p . 190.): At Fair Isle the 
Crossbills were in greatest abundance on Ju ly 10th, when 
they were in large flocks. These flocks, however, appear 
to have a t once broken up, for after this date, though 
plentiful, the visitors were in scattered parties, and were 
abundant down to August 26th. Later they became 
gradually scarcer; in September only two or three were 
seen, and the last seen on the island was an immature 
male on October 2nd. During their sojourn they 
frequented all parts of the island : the faces of the great 
cliffs, the cultivated land, the grassy slopes, and the 
high bleak, heathery ground. On the latter they fed on 
the unripe fruit of the crowberry; elsewhere on seeds 
of grasses and other plants, and on the heads of 
thistles. Very many of these visitors, however, perished, 
for numerous dead or dying birds were found in the plots 
of potatoes. At the Flannan Islands the last of the 
invaders was observed on September 22nd. Mr. 
Francis G. Gunnis has informed Mr. Clarke tha t they 
were very plentiful a t Gordonbush, in east Suther land; 
and adds tha t many were caught in the nets protect
ing strawberries. 

Mr. Clarke remarks tha t the paucity of records from 
the mainland of Scotland is to be explained by the fact 
tha t the birds failed to a t t rac t notice in the Highland 
forests, where there are great numbers of native Crossbills 
(i.e., L. c. scotica). 

I S L E OP M A N . — O n August 14th, 1909, Mr. M. McWhannell 
saw eight Crossbills feeding on larch-cones a t Glenduff, 
z 
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between Ramsey and Sulby, Isle of Man. Mr. McWhannell 
writes me that he judged them to be two adult birds 
and six young. Some days later, Mr. McWhannell did 
not find them, and has seen none since. Crossbills have 
in various years been seen, and even suspected of 
breeding, on the line of wooded hills where Glenduff is 
situated (P. C. Ralje). 

IRELAND.—Many were seen near Fassaroe, Bray, in July and 
early August, 1909 (R. M. Barrington, Irish Nat., 1910, 
p. 13). About June 30th, 1909; one was captured on 
the extreme west coast of Connaught (" G. W.," Field, 
8.1.1910, p. 74). 

H. F. W. 

AN OVERLOOKED RECORD OF THE TWO-BARRED 
CROSSBILL IN SCOTLAND. 

THE fact that Saunders in the seteond edition of his " Manual " 
(Pt. 6, April, 1898) makes definite mention of only one 
occurrence of the Two-barred Crossbill (Loxia bifasciata) in 
Scotland, namely, an adult male shot on North Ronaldshay, 
in the Orkneys, on June 18th, 1894, has led to the supposition 
that up to that time there was no other authentic record from 
north of the Border (see BRITISH BIRDS, Vol. II., p. 423). I t 
may, therefore, be well to point out that Mr. George Bolam 
recorded in the " Annals of Scottish Natural History " for 
April, 1897, p. 86, that he had examined a specimen shot in 
Staneshiel covert, Bunkle, Berwickshire, on December 19th, 
1889. It was in the company of Common Crossbills, and was 
originally recorded as a male of the American White-winged 
Crossbill (J. Barrie, Proc. Berw. Nat. Club, XII., Pt. 3, 1890, 
p. 532). 

It may, I think, be safely assumed that the " White-winged 
Crossbill" (male) shot near Jedburgh, Roxburghshire, in 
February, 1841, and recorded by Archibald Jerdon in the 
first volume of the " Zoologist " (p. 221), would also belong 
to the European form ; and the same may be said of the two 
shot by Saxby in Unst on September 4th, 1859, and described 
in his '" Birds of Shetland," 1874, p. 115. 

WILLIAM EVANS. 

SNOW-BUNTING IN DORSET. 

MY friend, Captain Portman, records (supra, p. 262) the occur
rence of a specimen of the Snow-Bunting (Plectrophenax 
nivalis) on the edge of Poole Harbour in October, 1908, and 
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concludes his valuable note with the remark, " I cannot find 
any record of a Snow-Bunting in Dorset since 1846 (Mansel-
Pleydell)." A reference, however, to page 41 of the late Mr. 
L. C. Mansel-Pleydell's " Birds of Dorsetshire," which was 
published in 1888, though, unfortunately, not dated, shows 
tha t the only years actually specified by him for the occurrence 
of the Snow-Bunting in Dorset are 1844, 1868, and 1869, 
the two last being long subsequent to " 1846," which, indeed, 
he does not mention a t all. Captain Por tman, together with 
others who s tudy the birds of this county, will doubtless be 
interested to learn tha t Mr. Mansel-Pleydell himself chronicled 
the fact tha t a Snow-Bunting was shot at Kimmeridge, which 
is in south-east Dorset, on November 29th, 1895 (cf. Proc. 
Dors. N. H. and A. F. Club, xvii., 199 (1896)). 

EUSTACE R. B A N K E S . 

I K connection with this subject I may note t h a t on December 
2nd, 1891, I shot a solitary specimen—a male in autumn 
plumage—of the Snow-Bunting on the shores of Poole 
Harbour. 

H . W. MAPLETON. 

L I T T L E OWL I N S T A F F O R D S H I R E . 
I N the article on the spread of the Little Owl (Athene 
noctua) (Vol. L, p . 335) only one record of the species in 
Staffordshire is given, and I am not aware of any subsequent 
occurrence ; it may therefore be of interest to record an adult 
specimen (sex unknown) which was shot at Lichfield on 
November 27th, 1909, and preserved by Messrs. Bettridge 
and Son, of Birmingham, at whose shop I examined it . 

A. J . L E I G H . 

[There are also one or two records from Burton-on-Trent-
on the borders of Staffordshire and Derbyshire; one was shot 
there on March 13th, 1909.—F.G.R.J.] 

MONTAGU'S H A R R I E R I N K E N T . 

A MONTAGU'S H A B B I E E (Circus cineraceus) was shot on 

November 18th, 1909, near Folkestone. Colonel Montagu 
said he had never known of a Montagu's Harrier in England 
later than October. P . VERNON D O D D . 

[A specimen is recorded as having been shot a t Staplehurst 
on November 10th, 1892. Cf. " Birds of Ken t , " p . 266.—EDS.] 

G R E E N L A N D FALCON I N CO. ANTRIM. 

O N December 16th, 1909, a male Greenland Falcon (Falco 
candicans) was obtained near Larne, co. Antrim, and brought 
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alive to Messrs. Sheals, the local taxidermists, where I 
had the pleasure of examining it. The bird, evidently 
suffering, was mercifully chloroformed, and is now being 
mounted. I t is an immature bird; its stomach con
tained some feathers and bones of a Skylark. This 
constitutes the third record for the county. 

WM. C. WRIGHT. 

RED-FOOTED FALCON IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
A FINE adult male Red-footed Falcon (Falco vespertinus) 
passed through my hands in May, 1909. It was shot in 
Cambridgeshire. W M . p A R B B N . 

BITTERN IN SUSSEX. 
A BITTERN (Botaurus stellaris) was put up by my son on the 
Crumbles, Eastbourne, on December 21st, 1909. Though he 
had his gun with him he wisely forebore to shoot the bird, 
which I hope is still at large. JJ_ p_ MOLINEUX. 

GLOSSY IBISES IN HUNTINGDONSHIRE, IRELAND 
AND YORKSHIRE. 

ON October 21st, 1909, I received a Glossy Ibis (Plegadis 
falcinellus) in the flesh from Holywell, on the Ouse, near St. 
Ives, where it was shot while flying very high a day or two 
before. I t was a male, in good condition, and as there were a 
few dirty white feathers in the head and neck I presume it was 
immature, although it had distinctly glossy plumage, which 
Howard Saunders says immature birds have not. Possibly 
this bird with glossy -plumage, and light feathers in head and 
neck, is an adult in winter-plumage. 

WM. FARREN. 

DR. R. Archer Nesbitt writes me that a Glossy Ibis (Plegadis 
falcinellus) was shot on the 15th of October, 1909, in a 
swamp at Ballyfrenis, near Donaghadee ; my correspondent 
also states, " Sex unknown; the neck was more or less speckled 
with grey feathers " ; it is presumed therefore that it was an 
immature bird. 

This constitutes the second record for the county, the first 
having been obtained in September, 1906, near Belfast, on 
the co. Down side of the Lough. 

WM. C. WRIGHT. 

Two Glossy Ibises were shot on the Lambwath in Holderness, 
Yorkshire, one (unsexed) on October 19th, and the other (male) 
on November 10th, 1909 ; both were immature. Another was 
seen but escaped. (E. W. Wade, Nat, 1910, p. 28.) 
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T H E LONGEVITY O F B I R D S . 

I N connection with this subject, which was discussed a t some 
length in our pages a little while ago (cf. antea, pp . 78-79, 
115-117), Mr. Theed Pearse writes to me tha t he knows of a 
Goldfinch which has been in captivi ty for thirteen years, and 
of a Common Buzzard (now in the possession of Mr. H. W. 
Einlinson) which has been in captivi ty for eighteen years. 
Mr. S. E . Reffitt informs me of a Rough-legged Buzzard 
which has recently escaped and been shot after having been 
in captivity for fifteen years. H. F . W I T H B R B Y . 

UNSEASONABLE NESTING.—Mr . Stanley Pashouse informs 
us t ha t a Wood-Pigeon had young just fledged on November 
25th, 1909, at Torquay, and Mr. A. L. Thomson informs us 
tha t a perfectly fresh Starling's egg, found on the ground at 
Old Aberdeen, was brought to him on November 25th. Mr. 
E. W. Wade reports (Nat., 1910, p . 28) tha t a Rook was 
feeding young on November 27th a t Leconfield, and tha t 
Starlings were feeding a young one (four others were dead in 
the nest) on November 29th a t Sut ton (Yorks). 

SHORT-EARED OWLS B R E E D I N G IN Y O R K S H I R E . — I n the 
Yorkshire Naturalists ' Union Report for 1909, Mr. E. W. 
Wade records (Nat., 1910, p . 41) t h a t six nests of Asio 
accipitrinus, containing from four to eight young each, were 
discovered in June , 1909, on Broomfleet Island, in the 
Humber saltings. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWITS IN CO. CORK.—Mr. Robert Warren 
records (Zool., 1910, p . 34) t ha t a small flock (nine or ten) of 
fAmosa belgica visited Cork Harbour in December, 1908, and 
tha t " t h i s season" another small flock visited " our south 
coast ," one being shot near Youghal Harbour, and about a 
dozen being seen several times in October off Blackrock. 

GREAT SKUA I N I R E L A N D . — A male adul t Megalestris 
catarrhactes was shot near Portrush, co. Antrim, on October 
24th, 1909, after a north-east gale (W. J . Williams, Irish Nat., 
1910, p . 13). 

LAPLAND BUNTINGS IN N O R F O L K . — M r . B . Dye records 
(Zool., 1910, p . 34) tha t a specimen of Galcarius lapponicus 
was caught near Great Yarmouth, on October 15th, 1909, and 
tha t two others have been reported. The bird is an annual 
visitor to Norfolk (c/., vol. 1, pp . 249-250). 

HONEY-BUZZARD IN N O R F O L K . — A " s p e c i m e n " of Pernis 
apivorus is reported (B. Dye, Zool., 1910, p . 34) as having 
been obtained in the second week of October, 1909, at 
Haddiscoe, near Great Yarmouth. 
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