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SEQUENCE OF PLUMAGES IN BRITISH BIRDS. 

V — T H E COMMON WHEATBAR, WHINCHAT AND COMMON 

REDSTART. 

BY 

C. B. TICEHURST, M.A., B . C , M.R.C.S., M.B.O.XT. 

COMMON WHEATEAR. Saxicola cenanthe (Linn.). 
DOWN-PLUMAGE. Dark grey. Distribution—Inner supra

orbital, occipital, humeral, spinal (confined to the middle of the 
dorsum), and femoral. Moderate length (c/. Vol. II., p. 
189). 

JUVENILE PLUMAGE. Acquired while in the nest, the Down-
Plumage being completely moulted. 

MALE AND FEMALE. Whole head greyish-brown, the feathers 
with oval or triangular terminal whitish spots, which in the super
ciliary region form a faint stripe ; mantle and scapulars brown, the 
feathers with mesial pale streaks and faint, dark terminal b a r s ; 
rump and upper tail-coverts white, the feathers with faint, dark ter
minal markings ; ear-coverts greyish, the feathers with dark brown 
edges and tips ; chin and throat greyish-white, the feathers with faint, 
dark terminal markings ; breast bumsh-white, the feathers with slightly 
larger and darker terminal markings; belly and under tail-coverts 
creamy-white, the feathers with faint, dark terminal markings ; tail-
feathers black, with pale tips, and the basal two-thirds of all white, 
except the two central ones, which have the basal one-third white ; 
remiges brownish-black, edged with huffish- or rufescent-brown on the 
outer webs, broadly on the inner secondaries ; primary-coverts like the 
primaries; greater wing-coverts brownish-black, with huffish- or rufescent-
brown broad edges on the outer webs ; median and lesser wing-coverts 
brownish-black, with terminal pale buff or cream-coloured spots. 

N.B.—There is some individual variation in the amount of the pale 
markings in the upper- and dark markings in the under-parts; before 
this plumage is moulted both parts become paler. 

FIRST WINTER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by a complete moult, 
with the exception of the rectrices, remiges, primary- and 
greater wing-coverts. 

MALE AND FEMALE. Whole head, nape, mantle and scapulars 
brown ; rump and upper tail-coverts white ; superciliary stripe and line 
from base of bill cream or creamy-buff; lores dusky; ear-coverts 
brown, paler on the lower p a r t ; chin whitish-buff ; throat creamy-buff ; 
breast darker buff ; belly, flanks and under tail-coverts creamy-buff to 
creamy-white ; rectrices, remiges, primary- and greater wing-coverts as in 
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the Juvenile Plumage ; median and lesser wing-coverts brownish-black, 
edged with buff, paler on the lesser series ; under wing-coverts and 
axillaries white, mottled with dark grey. 

N.B.—There is some individual variation in the t int of the upper-
parts, in the definition of the superciliary stripe and in the colour of the 
lores and ear-coverts. There is no constant difference in plumage 
between the sexes. 

F I R S T SUMMER-PLUMAGE. Acquired in February by moult , 
which includes all the feathers except the rectrices, remiges, 
and all the wing-coverts (sometimes the innermost of the 
greater coverts and rarely also the innermost secondary are 
moulted), and by abrasion and fading. 

MALE. Whole head, nape, mantle and scapulars grey, the feathers 
washed and edged with brown, and the outer scapulars with large 
blackish centres ; rump and upper tail-coverts white ; forehead and 
superciliary stripe white ; lores and ear-coverts black, the latter with 
brownish edges ; chin whitish ; throat and upper-breast buff; lower-
breast and belly whitish ; under tail-coverts creamy-buff, sometimes with 
a few dark markings ; tail-feathers as in the Juvenile Plumage, but with 
the pale tips worn off ; the whole of the feathers of the wing as in 
the First Winter-Plumage, but browner and with only a trace of the 
edgings left; the new innermost greater covert and secondary (if 
renewed) black, not brown, edged on the outer web with buff-brown ; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries white, mottled with dark grey. 

N.B.—The amount of the white on the forehead varies, and by the 
time breeding commences much of the brown wash and edgings of the 
upper-parts has gone, the ear-coverts lose the brown edging and the under-
parts become paler. 

FEMALE. Whole head, nape, mantle and scapulars grey-brown ; 
rump and upper tail-coverts white ; superciliary stripe and line from 
base of bill whitish ; lores dusky ; ear-coverts brown ; frontal band 
creamy-buff to buff-brown ; chin, throat and breast creamy-buff, rather 
darker on the breast; belly, flanks and under tail-coverts whitish-buff; 
tail and wings almost as in the male, but the lesser coverts as a rule 
not quite so dark ; under wing-coverts and axillaries as in the male. 

N.B.—The tints of the upper-parts and breast vary, and by the time 
breeding commences both upper- and binder-parts become paler. 
The innermost greater wing-covert and secondary are rarely renewed. 

A D U L T W I N T E R - P L U M A G E . Acquired by a complete moult. 

MALE. Forehead greyish, the band over the base of the bill whitish, 
but variable in size ; rest of head, nape, mantle and scapulars greyish, 
the feathers washed and edged with buff-brown ; rump and upper 
tail-coverts white ; superciliary stripe and line from base of bill white ; 
lores black ; chin whitish ; throat and upper-breast rich buff ; lower-
breast, belly, flanks and under tail-coverts whitish to creamy-buff; tail 
as in the First W'inter-Plumage ; primaries, secondaries and primary-
coverts black, with broad creamy-buff edgings to the outer webs of the 
innermost two or three secondaries (these are paler and more sharply 
defined than in the First Winter-Plumage) ; narrow edgings to the 
rest; greater wing-coverts black, bordered with grey and edged with pale 
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buff on the outer webs ; median wing-coverts black, edged with buff, the 
inner of the series bordered with grey ; lesser wing-coverts black, edged 
with huffish-grey or grey. 

N\B.—The shade of the brown on the upper-parts varies ; later in 
the winter much of this brown edging is lost. 

FEMALE. Resembles that of the First Winter-Plumage, and can 
hardly be differentiated from it, though in some the wing-coverts 
appear to be slightly blacker and the edgings brighter. 

ADULT SUMMER-PLUMAGE. Acquired at the same time of 
year, and by the same processes as the First Summer-Plumage. 

MALE. Differs from that of the First Summer-Plumage in the whole 
wing being black, not brown, with only a trace of the edgings left; the 
renewed innermost greater wing-covert black, bordered with grey, and 
edged on the outer web with grey-buff ; and the breast being as a rule 
of a paler buff. 

FEMALE. Differs from tha t of the First Summer-Plumage in the 
whole of the upper-parts being greyer, but not so grey as in the male ; 
the lores darker, some almost black, and by the ear-coverts being of 
a darker brown. 

WHINCHAT. Pratincola rubetra (Linn.). 
DOWN-PLUMAGE. Grey. Distribution—Inner supra-orbital, 

occipital, humeral and spinal (fide, A. G. Leigh, supra, p. 153). 
JUVENILE PLUMAGE. Acquired while in the nest, the Down-

Plumage being completely moulted. 
MALE. Whole head blackish-brown, with central streaks of buff 

to the feathers ; nape mottled with brown and pale dirty buff; 
mantle and scapulars dark brown and rufescent-brown, the feathers 
with central streaks of pale buff ; rump mottled with two shades of 
brown, some feathers having pale central streaks ; upper tail-coverts 
rufous-brown, the feathers with a few dark spots or bars and rather paler 
tips ; superciliary stripe and the line from base of bill dirty white ; 
ear-coverts bufnsh, with dark edges and tips ; chin dirty white ; upper-
throat and sides of neck dirty white, with faint dark edges to the 
feathers ; lower-throat and breast pale buff, with faint dark edges to the 
feathers ; belly and flanks buffish-white ; under tail-coverts buffish-
white ; tail-feathers dark brown, with the basal half white, except the 
central pair, the outer webs of the outer pair whitish, and pale buffish 
edges and tips to all; primaries and secondaries dark brown, with buffish 
edges to the outer webs and tips, more marked on the inner two secon
daries, which have a,lso white bases ; primary-coverts dark brown, 
with sometimes a little white at the bases of the feathers and faint 
buffish edges to the outer webs ; greater wing-coverts dark brown, with 
well-marked buffish edges to the outer webs, and the innermost two 
or three feathers with mesial pale streaks ; median and lesser wing-
coverts dark brown, with mesial pale streaks and tips ; under wing-
coverts and axillaries very pale buffish-white. 

FEMALE. Like the male, but as a rule with rather less white a t the 
bases of the inner two secondaries. 

N.B.—The bufnsh streaks on the upper-parts become greyish-white 
and the coloration of the under-parts becomes paler before the next 
plumage is acquired. 
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FIRST WINTER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by a complete moult, 
with the exception of the remiges, rectrices, primary-coverts 
and the greater wing-coverts (two or three of the innermost 
greater wing-coverts are moulted). 

MALE. Whole head blackish, the feathers with pale rufous-brown 
edgings and faint, pale tips ; mantle and scapulars as the head, but 
the feathers with broader edgings and more conspicuous tips ; rump 
pale rufous, with mesial blackish streaks and faint, pale tips to the 
feathers ; upper tail-coverts rufous-brown, with a variable amount of 
blackish markings and with pale tips ; superciliary stripe and line from 
base of bill pale huffish-white ; lores buff-brown ; ear-coverts pale 
brown ; moustachial streak of dark brown, surmounting a small buffish-
white patch ; chin buffish-white ; upper-throat pale buff ; sides of neck 
pale brown ; lower-throat and breast deeper buff, with pale edges and 
tips to the feathers and a few scattered dark spots ; belly pale buff ; 
flanks rather darker buff; under tail-coverts pale buff; tail, primaries and 
secondaries as in the Juvenile Plumage, but with the edges of the 
feathers slightly worn; primary-coverts as in the Juvenile Plumage; 
greater wing-coverts as in the Juvenile Plumage, except the innermost 
two or three, which are new and have white bases and huffish tips, the 
innermost feather having more white than the others ; median and lesser 
wing-coverts blackish, with buffish edgings, the innermost of the series 
being paler on the edges, and usually showing a varying amount of 
white. 

FEMALE. Resembles the male, but may be distinguished by the 
innermost two or three greater wing-coverts having no white and being 
like the rest of the series, except tha t they have paler and broader tips 
and edges, though sometimes the juvenile feathers are retained ; 
by the median and lesser wing-coverts having no white in the feathers 
of the inner series, these being instead blackish with pale greyish tips ; 
and by the breast nearly always having more spots. 

N.B.—The coloration of the throat and breast varies in both sexes. 
By the end of January this plumage in both sexes is much worn, the 
buff edgings of the feathers are partly worn off and partly faded to 
greyish, and the dark part of the plumage is dark brown, and the 
under-parts paler. 

FIRST SUMMER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by moult (in 
February), which includes all the feathers except the rectrices, 
remiges, primary-coverts, and most of the greater wing-
coverts : the innermost two or three greater wing-coverts 
with a variable number of the median and lesser coverts are 
renewed. 

MALE. The whole of the upperside does not materially differ from 
that in the First Winter-Plumage, except that the edges of the feathers 
are paler ; superciliary stripe and the line from base of bill white and 
very dist inct ; lores dusky ; ear-coverts dark brown ; a moustachial 
streak of black surmounts a white streak running from the chin to 
sides of neck ; chin white ; upper and lower-throat and breast rich 
rufous-buff with no spots ; flanks and under tail-coverts buffish-white ; 
belly whitish ; rectrices, remiges and primary-coverts as in the First 
Winter-Plumage, but paler, and with nearly all the edgings worn off ; 
greater wing-coverts, the innermost two or three new and white, with a 
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varying amount of black on the inner webs, the innermost feather 
pure white, the rest as in the First Winter-Plumage, but with the 
edges and tips worn ; median wing-coverts, a varying number, usually 
the innermost of the series, are renewed and are white with varying 
amount of black, the rest as in the First Winter-Plumage, but with 
the edges and tips worn ; lesser wing-coverts, usually the innermost of 
the series (sometimes all) are renewed and are black and white, the 
innermost pure white, the outer ones mostly black, making with the 
inner greater and median wing-coverts a conspicuous white wing-patch. 

N.B.—Before this plumage is moulted the under-parts become much 
paler. 

FEMALE. The upperside with the edgings of the feathers paler 
than in fresh Winter-Plumage ; superciliary stripe and line from the 
base of bill pale buffish-white, more distinct than in the First Winter-
Plumage, but not so white as in males or as in adults ; moustachial 
streak dark brown, surmounting a smaller white patch than in the 
male ; chin huffish ; throat and breast as a rule less rich rufous-buff than 
in the male, and usually with some dark spots ; rectrices, remiges, and 
primary-coverts as in the First Winter-Plumage, bu t worn ; greater wing-
coverts, the innermost one or two renewed and showing white at the base, 
the rest as in the First Winter-Plumage, but the edges worn ; median 
wing-coverts, some renewed and black with pale edges, the innermost 
of the series showing broad white tips ; lesser wing-coverts, variable 
number, renewed and black with white tips, those not renewed brown. 
The female therefore shows a white " wing-patch," but it is smaller 
and less conspicuous than in the male. 

N.B.—The amount of spotting on the breast varies, as does the white 
" wing-patch " ; in some females the moult in the wing-coverts is 
confined to a few of the median series, and these consequently show a 
smaller and less defined " wing-patch." 

ADULT WINTER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by a complete moult. 
MALE. May be distinguished from tha t of the First Winter-

Plumage by the primary-coverts having the basal two-thirds of the 
feathers white, making another white " wing-patch" ; the outer 
greater wing-coverts are blacker, and have the huffish edges to the outer 
webs and tips paler and narrower, the innermost show more white, 
as also do the innermost median wing-coverts, some feathers being pure 
white ; the inner primaries have a greater amount of white a t the base 
than in the First Winter-Plumage. 

FEMALE. May be distinguished from tha t of the First Winter-
Plumage by the primary-coverts being similar to those in the adult male, 
as also are the outer greater wing-coverts, also the inner two or three 
feathers are blackish with white bases, but less white than in the male, 
by the median and lesser wing-coverts being blacker than in the First 
Winter-Plumage and the edges narrower, the innermost of both series 
having also some white in the feathers, but not so much as in the adult 
male. 

N.B.—By the end of January this plumage is much faded and worn 
in both sexes, and where there are spots on the breast these become 
more conspicuous. 

ADULT SUMMER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by the same processes 
as the First Summer-Plumage. 
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MALE. Resembles that of the First Summer-Plumage, but may be 

distinguished by the basal two-thirds of the primary-coverts being 
white ; the outer unmoulted feathers of the greater, median and lesser 
wing-coverts being black, not brown, the edgings being almost entirely 
worn off, and by the lores being usually blacker. 

FEMALE. Resembles that of the First Summer-Plumage, but 
all the dark wing-coverts are blacker and the basal halves of the primary-
coverts are white. 

THE COMMON REDSTART. Ruticilla phamicurus (Linn.). 

DOWN-PLUMAGE. Dark grey. Distribution—Outer and 
inner supra-orbital, occipital, humeral and spinal, well 
marked and long, except in spinal and humeral tracts, where 
it is short and scanty (cf. supra, p. 151). 

JUVENILE PLUMAGE. Acquired while in the nest, the 
Down-Plumage being completely moulted. 

MALE AND FEMALE. Feathers of the whole head, nape, mantle 
and scapulars dingy oehreous to ochreous-grey, edged and tipped with 
brown-black, the bases being French grey ; rump pale orange-rust, 
the feathers tipped with brownish-black ; upper tail-coverts pale r u s t ; 
feathers of the chin, ear-coverts, sides of neck, upper and lower- throat and 
breast pale buffish or dingy white, edged and tipped with dark brown ; 
feathers of the belly and flanks whitish or creamy-white tipped with 
dark brown, less so on the belly (on the breast the dark edges on the 
feathers form a " horse-shoe " pattern) ; under tail-coverts pale buffish-
yellow ; tail-feathers chestnut, except the two central ones, which are 
dark brown with chestnut edges to their outer webs a t the base ; 
primaries, secondaries, primary-coverts and greater wing-coverts, dark-
brown with rufous-brown edges and tips to the outer webs, more marked 
on the inner secondaries and greater wing-coverts, faint in the rest ; 
median wing-coverts dark brown with triangular terminal markings of 
yellowish tipped with brown-black; lesser wing-coverts dark brown 
with pale centres; under wing-coverts pale buff ; axillaries darker 
buff. 

FIRST WINTER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by a complete moult, 
with the exception of the rectrices, remiges, primary-coverts 
and most of the greater wing-coverts (the innermost one or 
two greater wing-coverts are renewed). 

MALE. Feathers of the forehead and anterior part of crown pure 
white at the base, the terminal halves being French grey tipped with 
pale brown; feathers of the band at base of bill black with brown t ips ; 
rest of crown, nape, mantle and scapulars French grey, the feathers 
broadly tipped with brown, so that here as on the forehead the brown 
tips hide the rest of the colours ; rump pale orange-rust; upper tail-
coverts pale chestnut ; indistinct superciliary stripe white, the feathers 
tipped with brown and grey ; feathers of the lores with black bases 
masked by tips of whitish ; ear-coverts black, tipped with pale buff-
brown ; chin white or huffish-white ; upper- and lower-throat and sides 
of neck black, masked by broad whitish or bufflsh-white edges to the 
feathers ; breast and flanks pale chestnut, the feathers edged with white ; 
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belly white ; under tail-coverts pale buff ; tail, primaries, secondaries, 
primary-coverts and greater wing-coverts as in the Juvenile Plumage, 
except for the innermost one or two greater wing-coverts, which are new 
and dark brown, washed with French grey ; median and lesser wing-
coverts with a variable amount of dark brown and French grey, faintly 
tipped with pale buff-brown or brown ; under wing-coverts and axillaries 
pale orange-buff. 

FEMALE. Whole head, nape, mantle and scapulars brown, with a 
faint vinaceous t i n t ; rump pale orange-rust; upper tail-coverts pale 
ches tnut ; lores buffish-white ; ear-coverts buff-brown ; chin and whole 
throat buffish-white mottled with brownish ; sides of neck vinaceous 
brown ; breast and flanks orange-buff, darker on the breast, and the 
feathers with whitish tips ; belly whitish ; under tail-coverts pale buff ; 
tail, primaries, secondaries, primary-coverts and greater wing-coverts as 
in the Juvenile Plumage, but the inner one or two greater wing-coverts 
renewed and with less denned edging ; median wing-coverts brown, 
faintly tipped with pale rufous; lesser wing-coverts grey-brown; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries pale buff. 

N.B.—The coloration of the breast and throat is very variable, and the 
inner greater wing-coverts are not always renewed, and sometimes the 
bases of the feathers on the forehead are white. 

FIBST SUMMER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by abrasion and by 
fading. 

MALE. Forehead and anterior par t of crown white, band across 
base of bill black ; rest of head, nape, mantle and scapulars French grey, 
the last two with the feathers tipped with brown ; rump and upper tail-
coverts rather paler than in the Winter-Plumage ; lores black ; super
ciliary stripe white, the feathers tipped with a varying amount of grey ; 
ear-coverts black, with trace of brown tips to the feathers; chin, 
whole throat and sides of neck black, with only a trace of the white 
edgings to the feathers left; breast rich chestnut, with only a trace of 
the white edgings to the feathers left ; remiges, primary- and greater 
wing-coverts have their outer edges narrower and paler ; median wing-
coverts dark brown, washed with grey ; lesser wing-coverts French grey ; 
rest of plumage much as in the First Winter-Plumage, but worn. 

FEMALE. The upperside has lost the vinaceous t i n t ; the rump and 
upper tail-coverts are paler ; tho underside has lost the white edges to 
the feathers, and the buff has become dingy or a greyish-brown colour; 
remiges and wing-coverts have lost much of their edgings, but those left 
are narrower and paler. 

ADULT WINTER-PLUMAGE. Acquired by a complete moult. 
MALE. Differs from that of the First Winter-Plumage in having the 

feathers of the head, mantle and scapulars not so heavily tipped with 
brown, and so showing more of the French grey colour; lores and band 
across the base of bill black, and in many an indication of the white 
forehead and superciliary stripe is seen more clearly ; chin black ; throat 
sparsely tipped with white, the edging to the inner secondaries paler and 
narrower and washed with French grey; greater wing-coverts all washed 
with French grey on the outer webs and with faint brown tips ; median 
and lesser wing-coverts French grey, faintly tipped with brown, this grey 
on all the wing-coverts being much purer than in the First Winter-
Plumage. 
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FEMALE. Resembles tha t of the First Winter-Plumage, but the 
tint of the upperside is usually slightly greyer including the lesser 
wing-coverts, while the edging on the greater wing-coverts is not so 
pronounced. 

ADULT SUMMEB-PLTJMAGE. Acquired by the same pro
cesses as the First Summer-Plumage. 

MALE. Differs from tha t of the First Summer-Plumage by the 
greater wing-coverts having some French grey instead of being all brown ; 
and by the mantle and scapulars having all the (narrow) brown tips 
worn off, and so being of a purer grey. 

N.B.—The amount of white on the forehead varies both in the First 
and Adult Summer-Plumages. 

FEMALE. Scarcely distinguishable from that of the First Summer-
Plumage, but the wing-coverts are often greyer. 

N.B.—Some females in Winter-Plumage show more white on the 
base of the feathers of the forehead than usual, and have in addition 
a variable amount of blackish concealed markings on the feathers of 
the throat, while the breast and flanks are of a much richer orange-buff 
with whitish edgings. The under wing-coverts and axillaries are also 
usually of a darker buff. By the wearing of the edges of the feathers these 
females have in the Summer-Plumage the white on the forehead 
visible, as also the blackish markings on the throat, and the breast 
and flanks are more or less uniform orange-buff ; the colours of the 
breast and throat, however, are never so intense as in the male, and the 
white on the forehead is never so extensive or pure. This plumage 
may be tha t of very old birds, as was suggested by Yarrell in his 
" British Birds " (first edition, Vol. I., p. 240), and is apparently the 
same as that described by Mr. J . H. Gurney, jun., in the " Transactions 
of the Norfolk and Norwich Naturalists ' Society " (January 26th, 
1886) as a " Female Redstart assuming the plumage of the male." 
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