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RECOVERY OF MARKED BIRDS. 

LAPWING (Vanellus vulgaris).—B.B., No. 2941, marked by 
Mr. Stanley Duncan at Ferriby, Yorkshire, on July 15th, 
1909. Recovered (shot) near Broomfleet Island, River 
Humber, on December 27th, 1909. 

This bird was very kindly reported by Mr. L. Charlton. 

BLACK-HEADED GULL (Larus ridibundus). — Vogelwarte 
Rossitten, marked as a half-grown nestling at 
Rossitten, Germany, on July 5th, 1906. Recovered 
(found dead) near the River Medina, between Newport 
and Cowes, Isle of Wight, early in March, 1910. 

The information of the recovery was very kindly sent to 
me by Mr, H. G. Jeffery. 

HEDGE-SPAREOW (Accentor modularis).—B.B., No. 991, 
marked by Miss Annie C. Jackson at Swordale, Evanton, 
Ross-shire, or* November 4th, 1909. Recovered (caught 
in a mouse-trap) at the same place on March 30th, 
1910. 

RECOVERY OF A MARKED SWALLOW. 
ON April 12th, 1910, the first Swallow (Hirundo rustica) was 
seen at 4 p.m. passing the house at Huntbourne, High Halden, 
Kent, which lies in the line of a small migration-route; 
at 6 p.m. a small flight of Swallows passed over to the north, 
and from it four birds separated, and after flying round the 
house and settling on the chimney-pots, finally went to roost 
in a shed where two pairs bred last year. Two days after
wards I caught a Swallow at roost in this shed, almost certainly 
one of those that arrived on the 12th, and found it was one 
which my sister had caught and ringed as an adult bird on 
May 8th, 1909, the bird having come down one of the chimneys 
into one of the rooms. I may note that there was no mark 
or injury of any kind on the leg which bore the ring. 

CLAUD B. TICEHTTRST. 
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CROSSBILLS NESTING IN ENGLAND. 
IN HAMPSHIRE. 

A FLOCK of fifty to sixty Crossbills arrived on July 5th, 
1909, in my neighbourhood, midway between Romsey 
and Southampton. This flock left and flew off due 
north, but on July 8th small parties of about eight birds 
each commenced arriving, and many of these have remained 
in the neighbourhood during the winter. I left England 
on January 19th, 1910, and gave instructions that a 
search was to be made for nests. On my return on 
April 3rd the Crossbills were in the garden, but I was 
told that no nest had been found, and as the birds I saw 
seemed to be in a small flock of five I thought probably they 
had not nested. The birds have been daily in the garden, 
and on April 9th I saw a female feeding a very young bird, 
barely able to fly. I was attracted to them by the curious 
note of the young bird, which was apparently only just out 
of the nest. I t was very much streaked underneath, and 
the mandibles were apparently not crossed. I t sat fluffed 
up and shivering its wings while the hen fed it. The latter 
operation lasted three or four minutes, the hen putting her 
beak into the little one's and feeding it from her crop. The 
fir-woods in this neighbourhood are very extensive, and 
many pairs of Crossbills may have bred without being 
discovered. Out of the five or six old birds which visit the 
garden daily I have only seen one cock. 

GOLAND V. CLAEKE. 

FLOCKS of Crossbills frequented the broad belts of Scotch fir 
all round Rookesbury Park, Wickham, during January and 
February, 1910, and were still there in March, during which 
month two nests were found. One of these was quite in
accessible on a thin branch of a Scotch fir overhanging a road 
and about fifty feet from the ground. The other, which was 
built some two feet from the crown of a Scotch fir some fifty 
feet high, was empty when climbed to on April 13th, but it 
had the appearance of young having been reared in it. 

The Crossbills in this neighbourhood are being shot by the 
fruit-farmers, who accuse them of attacking the buds of 
fruit-trees. 

DAYEELL DAVIES. 

SINCE February 13th, 1910, I have been watching Crossbills 
from time to time in a corner of a " thinned-out " plan
tation adjoining two roads near Burley (New Forest). The 
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birds have probably been there all the winter. On March 
5th and 12th there were several pairs and several small flocks, 
and although I strongly suspected nesting, I could get no 
proof of it. On March 25th, however, I watched a cock 
bird feeding three young, which were well able to fly, while 
my wife saw another brood, and on that day and the next 
I watched seven or eight cock birds, which were singing or 
feeding alone, and evidently had hens sitting. On March 
27th I noticed a third brood of three young, rather younger 
than the first brood, and also saw a hen bird with a mouthful 
of lichen. On April 2nd my wife found a nest, while on the 
next day, when I had the pleasure of the company of Dr. F. 
Penrose and Mr. Smith Whiting, we watched a pair of birds 
building at this nest, and found another pair building. We 
also made sure that there were now at least four broods of 
young fledged, three of three each and one of four. On April 
2nd and 3rd, besides the pairs and broods, there was a flock 
of twenty to thirty " non-breeding " Crossbills, which I had not 
noticed before, and I think they were undoubtedly new 
arrivals, at all events to this particular wood. They seemed 
to have disappeared the following week. 

The cock birds frequently uttered their rambling, warbling 
song, whether they were in a flock, or nest-building, or with 
young ones, or alone. 

The nests were placed in Scotch firs on the fork of horizontal 
boughs some thirty feet from the ground and some twelve feet 
from the trunk. The hen did most of the nest-building, 
cutting off dead twigs even from the tree in which was the nest, 
and visiting adjacent deciduous trees for lichen and moss. 
She worked rapidly, and always flew straight to the nest, 
although we were in full view. The cock sang or fed, but invari
ably kept close to the hen and escorted her everywhere. Once, 
when she was on the nest for some time, the cock was feeding 
within a yard of her, and directly she left the nest he imme
diately flew off, dropping the cone he had just plucked and was 
about to feed upon. Two or three times in the course of half 
an hour we saw the cock carry stuff to the nest and work it in. 

The young are easily distinguished, even without binoculars, 
by their grey appearance when flying and by their striped 
under-parts when perched, even at the tops of the trees. 
Both parents feed the young—the cock being perhaps more 
assiduous than the hen. The young shiver their wings when 
being fed or when wanting food, and continually utter a note 
similar to the " jip " of the old bird, but more feeble and of 
a more " squeaky " nature. I t was a charming sight to see 

G G 
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a cock standing on the upper-side of a twig and feeding two 
young alternately as they hung back downwards, side by side, 
immediately under him. The young were fed upon whole 
seeds of the Scotch fir, and these must be regurgitated from 
the crop of the old bird since they are only fed a t intervals, 
and evidently a number of seeds are given to them at one 
feeding , it is not likely tha t so many seeds could be kept in 
the old bird's m o u t h ; moreover, I have seen the young fed 
a considerable time after the old ones have finished feeding 
themselves. The young were about a month old, and the 
tips of the mandibles had commenced to grow up and down 
and overlap each other. They seemed to be insufficiently 
strong to cut off a cone or to open a closed one, but the young 
frequently pecked a t the half-opened cones as they hung on 
the trees and appeared to extract the seeds ; they also eat 
lichen, and cut off oak-galls and beechmast and held them 
down with a foot and pecked a t them. 

Crossbills are very fond of drinking, and they come down 
to a pond in a corner of this wood all through the day to 
drink. Their sociability is very marked—a pair were building 
within a few yards of a clump of trees in which was a con
siderable flock of " non-breeding " birds, while already on 
April 4th two broods of young had joined company and were 
flying about together, making, with their parents , a respectable 
flock of eleven. 

H. F . W I T H B E B Y . 

I N K E N T . 

CROSSBILLS were seen in the woods on Bostal Heath repeatedly 
during February and March, and on March 19th a nest was 
found a t the end of a bough some th i r ty feet up a Scotch fir. 
The nest was kept under observation by Mr. P . B . Smythe, 
and on March 26th the bird was seen to be sitting. Another 
nest had a bird incubating on the same date. There were 
some twelve to fifteen pairs of birds in these woods a t the t ime. 

J . BBDDALL SMITH. 

I N STAFFORDSHIRE. 

O N March 14th, 1910, I found a Crossbill's nest, nearly 
completed, a t Stret ton Hall, Stafford. The nest was in an 
isolated clump of Scotch firs, well away from the t runk, 
about th i r ty feet from the ground, and easily seen from below. 
The two Crossbills were in another tree close by, but as soon 
as I began to climb to the nest one bird flew to the bough t ha t 
held the nest, chirping loudly, and then both flew right away. 
The nest was composed of coarse grass and a little sheep's 
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wool—the best materials a t hand. I did not meddle with 
it, but on coming again a week later I found it had not been 
touched, and the birds had disappeared. 

There have been flocks of Crossbills here since August, 
1909. There are considerably fewer now than there were in 
Janua ry ; but flocks of about twenty individuals are still to 
be seen, and many seem to have paired, but I cannot find 
another nest or distinguish any young birds. 

F. A. MONCKTON. 
I N SUFFOLK. 

O N March 27th, 1910, I visited a locality in Suffolk from 
which I had had reports of large numbers of Crossbills, and 
judging from the quant i ty of cones under the trees in every 
belt of firs visited, they must have been there in hundreds. 
There were still many birds about a t the time of my visit, 
mostly in pairs or single. I found three nests from which 
the young had flown in the same belt of Scotch pines. A 
fourth nest, only about fifteen feet up a Scotch pine, contained 
four young just hatched out. The female left the nest as I 
climbed the tree, but was not in the least demonstrative, and 
the male did not pu t in an appearance. I carefully examined 
the mouths of the young ; the coloration was very beautiful 
and was of a pale claret, tinged with purple, or more of a 
petunia-purple, some par t s were fringed or margined with 
purplish-white, the back of the tongue was orange-purple. 
On the following day I found another nest containing four 
young; this was situated on a horizontal branch of a Scotch 
pine, near the end and about forty feet up, a typical position. 
During the day three more nests were located, and from their 
condition must have contained young, a month or six weeks 
previously. For the foundations of the.nests a decided prefer
ence was shown for twigs of Scotch pine, in only one of the 
above nests larch was used ; sheep's wool, green moss, and 
rye-grass were freely used in the construction of the nests, 
while the lining consisted of very fine rootlets, sheep's wool, 
and feathers (no h a i r ) ; measurements 5 inches diameter, 
2 to 2J inches deep, cup 1 \ to I f inch deep. All these nests 
were quite close to a frequented road. In the same locality 
a nest and four eggs were taken on April 3rd. 

P E R C Y F . B U N Y A R D . 

PROBABLE N E S T I N G I N SUFFOLK. 

SMALL flocks of Crossbills were noticed from September 
21st, 1909, to March 30th, 1910, a t Brandon. They con
tinually come to a roof-gutter to drink. Towards the end 
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of February they began to sing, and early in March we 
noticed some in pairs, and on March 6th I saw a cock with 
some duck's feathers in its bill. Some nests in the tops of 
the pines we take to be theirs, but have not actually seen the 
birds visit them. 

J . M. WILKINSON. 

IN SURREY. 

As it is of interest to report all cases of the nesting of the 
Crossbill, I give below an extract from a letter I have received 
from Petty Officer E. Whibley—a very reliable field-
naturalist—regarding the nesting of a pair of Crossbills 
near Witley, Surrey. 

Mr. Whibley writes :—" You would like to know about 
a Crossbill's nest which I found on March 5th. The nest 
was in a fir-tree growing on the steep bank of the railway-
cutting near Witley Station. I t was resting on the fork 
of the outer end of a branch about thirty feet from the ground, 
and was composed of twigs outside, then coarse grass, and 
lined with what appeared to be shredded sedgy grass. 

" The hen bird was on the nest, and sat very close ; she 
went off very quietly when I climbed along the branch, and 
I heard no alarm-note, nor saw any more of her. There were 
three eggs much like those of the Greenfinch in the nest. 
The cock bird, which was of a dull red on the breast and lower 
part of the back, I saw just before I got up to the nest. 

" The fir-cones of the tree in which was the nest were not 
touched, but about twenty yards away the ground was 
littered with cones which the Crossbills had been working 
at." 

H. LYNES. 

ON February 19th, 1910, my attention was attracted by the 
large numbers of fir-cones (evidently " worked upon" by 
Crossbills) scattered over the ground in a district where 
coniferous trees abound, in Surrey, within fifteen miles of 
London. On the 26th I observed a single pair of birds in 
a small wood and from fifty to sixty in a " toll " of fir-trees 
a mile away. All were busy feeding at the cones of Scotch 
pine and larch. 

On March 5th the birds were equally numerous, but on 
this occasion a pair were carrying dead pine-twigs to a lateral 
branch at the top of a pine sixty feet high, and depositing them 
on it some seven feet from the trunk. From below, even with 
binoculars, it was impossible to distinguish the nest, which 
must have been in the first stages of its construction. A 
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week later, when Mr. P. F. Bunyard accompanied me, the 
nest was plainly visible and we saw the hen bird carry some 
lining-material to it. I climbed the tree a fortnight after 
the date of the commencement of the nest and found it 
completed, but the lining had been pulled up into a heap 
in the centre, and possibly this had been done by squirrels, 
which here abound. No birds have since been seen near 
this nest. 

On March 12th and 13th we observed two pairs of birds 
breaking off dead pine-twigs, and carrying them to nesting-
sites out on the branches, from thirty to forty feet from the 
ground. At one of these the birds were not seen again and 
the nest-foundation never assumed a definite form. The 
other looked completed on the 19th, when, as we watched it, 
both birds came into the tree. The female went straight 
on to the nest and stayed there, but the male flew away. 
Mr. Bunyard climbed to this nest on the 25th, and found 
three eggs, incubation having just commenced. Whilst 
he was examining the eggs both birds flew round his head, 
uttering a chirping note incessantly. The nest itself was 
composed of dead pine-twigs on the outside, and a lining of 
shreds of bast, or inner bark, of birch and other trees, together 
with fine fibres and two or three feathers. I t was rather 
larger than a Greenfinch's nest and the wall was about as 
thick. 

On March 19th two more pairs were seen with nesting-
materials. As in a previous case, one of the nests was only 
partially completed, but the other seemed nearly finished 
on the 25th when we saw one bird carry a white feather to it. 
This nest was placed at the tip of a fifteen-feet branch, and 
required a fifty-stave ladder to reach it when examined on 
April 2nd. It was not quite fully lined. No birds were seen 
near it before the ladder was brought, nor have any been 
seen there since. 

On the same date I discovered another nest, also placed 
on a branch at a height of about thirty feet, and containing 
two eggs, on which sat a green bird. She refused to move 
till my hand almost touched her, and then flew round the 
nest and over my head uttering the alarm-note. The male 
also seemed much disturbed, chirping his alarm-note, as he 
flew about the trees near by. On the 5th this nest contained 
four eggs, and then the male did not once put in an appear
ance during the time I was present. 

All the nests found were composed of similar materials 
to those used in the one already described. 
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Almost every visit we have paid to this district has revealed 
more birds. On April 2nd and again on April 9th we saw 
well over a hundred birds, though we did not visit more than 
half the fir-woods. Throughout they have been in flocks 
of from eight to twenty, but latterly there have been more 
single birds and pairs. 

I have noticed tha t when the scales of the cones dehisce, 
which they often do on one side first, the birds extract the 
seeds which have not fallen out, but do not trouble to obtain 
those from the unopened portion. Consequently none of the 
scales are frayed in these cones. 

H . R. TTJTT. 

PROBABLE N E S T I N G IN SURREY. 

D U R I N G February and March and up to April 12th, 1910 
(since which I have had no opportunity of observing), small 
parties of Crossbills have frequented the Scotch firs on Shere 
Heath. Three or four pairs have been going about in couples ; 
one pair frequent a small pond in our garden, which adjoins 
the heath, and are constantly drinking there. There can 
be little doubt t ha t they have bred, or a t tempted to breed, 
in the neighbourhood, though much watching has not led to 
their nests being discovered. I have seen no obviously young 
birds. My brother tells me tha t on March 20th he saw a 
pair collecting nesting-material in the garden, and flying with 
it to the heath. The song is softly modulated and not un-
pleasing, though it consists of a repetition of the sound 
" kree," first ut tered twice, " kree-kree," and then repeated 
three times, " kree-kree-kree." I have news of other parties 
of Crossbills frequenting a larch-wood a t Burrows Cross, 
a mile away, and Peaslake fir-woods, about three miles away. 

HAROLD R U S S E L L . 

I N SUSSEX. 

O N April 9th, 1910, with Mr. Percy Smythe, who taught 
me much concerning the nesting-habits of Crossbills, I 
visited a certain area of St. Leonard's Forest . Our first beat 
was the edge—Crossbills, it seems, mainly patronize the 
margin of a wood or spinney, or belts and rows of firs by the 
roadside for nesting purposes—of a large wood of Scotch 
firs bordering a by-way. We had not been there long before 
we heard a song which was new to us. The ordinary 
" chuking " or " chiking " cry of the Crossbill we were, of 
course, familiar with, though neither of us had ever heard 
one sing. Sixty paces on, following up the song, we came 
up to a male Crossbill, sunning himself and singing at the very 
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end of a bough, some th i r ty feet from the ground, which 
projected out and up from the main stem. As it so happened, 
on the self-same branch, about four feet from the parent 
stem, was the nest quite ready for eggs. As I climbed to 
it the male (which had at first flown off) and female, as well 
as a third Crossbill, were all very excited, and the owners 
came very close to me indeed, att i tudinising on the adjacent 
branches and " c h u k i n g " their displeasure vehemently 
and repeatedly. Visiting this nest on April 14th I was dis
gusted to find t ha t squirrels had preceded me ; fragments of 
eggs alone reposed in the cup of the nest. Externally this 
nest had a quite marked but ra ther loose foundation of dead 
Scotch fir-twigs with a few flakes of wool adhering to them, 
then a little dried grass, then many thin strips of Scotch fir 
ba rk ; while the lining was composed of tufts of wool, a few 
Wood-Pigeon's feathers and a piece or two of string. 

Not 150 yards from this nest, Mr. Smythe found another 
about fourteen feet, from the ground and at the extreme 
end of a dependent branch of a Scotch fir—one of a small 
clump by the roadside. The lining in this nest was fluffed 
up, and it never came to anything. I t had far fewer twigs 
than the first found, and was largely made of dried grass 
with a dead leaf or so, and a few feathers, and was lined with 
red and white cow-hair in tufts, and a piece or two of thin 
cordage. 

Half-a-mile on, perhaps, as we approached another way
side clump of firs, we heard the voices of two Crossbills 
" chuking " persistently. They both flew across a field and 
alighted on the summit of a larch, and finally flew off to a big 
wood. Mr. Smythe found this nest—also in a roadside 
tree—near the top (about th i r ty feet up), but about six 
feet out on a projecting branch. I t contained four nestlings 
some four or five days old. In any case their eyes were open, 
and their dull, dark, flesh-tinted bodies were scantily clad 
with tufts of softly-tinted greyish-brown down. The bill, 
quite straight, was mainly yellow, i.e., yellow round the 
edges of the mandibles, fading into greyish-green on the upper 
one, to flesh-tint on the lower. The interior of the mouth 
was very noticeable; it was a combination of vivid carmine 
and purple, the tongue being flesh-coloured. The parents 
never came near us as we examined them ; and when on 
the 14th I spent some time watching them being fed, I was 
struck with the cunning, stealthy manner in which the old 
birds came to the nes t ; not a note was heard and hardly a 
flutter of wings as they slipped through the fir-branches to 
the nest and out again. 
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On the 15th, working another part of the forest, I found 
three more nests, two of which held four young, both lots 
being under a week old, the third five eggs (an unusual clutch 
with the Crossbill I believe) on the point of hatching. At 
this last nest I stroked the sitting hen ; and, more, after she 
had hopped off the nest, and when I was examining the 
eggs, she actually came and perched on my finger. The cock, 
too, came very close. 

All these three nests were in Scotch firs—out on projecting 
branches near the summit, and on or near a roadside, and it 
is significant that all six (those of the 9th and 15th) were near 
a farm or cottage. One of the last three nests was, extern
ally, largely composed of wool, felted into living and dead 
fir-twigs ; in all cases moss and dried grass were used besides, 
and the lining—always rather scant—was of wool, hair, and 
a few curly feathers. 

During April 14th and 15th I saw some 150 Crossbills in 
parties of from fifteen to thirty approximately. There seemed 
to be an even proportion of males and females, and most of the 
males were in good red plumage. The cock at one nest 
was, however, of a dull brown with only a tinge of red on the 
rump and breast. Will these flocks disband and breed later ; 
or are they non-breeders ? It appears that but a small 
percentage of them are nesting, though I have no doubt that 
scattered pairs are breeding all over Sussex in suitable 
districts. 

A word or two on the Crossbill's cries. The usual " chuk " 
or " chik "—a ticking, metallic note—is uttered either fairly 
slowly or very fast; a flock gives out a subdued sort of twitter, 
difficult to describe, but possibly a modification of the 
" chuk " note ; and the male's song (I have heard some 
singing in flocks this April) may be rendered as " chip-chip-
chip-gee-gee-gee-gee." I t is by no means loud ; all the same 
it is uttered distinctly and is quite characteristic ; in point 
of time and number of notes it somewhat resembles the song 
of the Reed-Bunting. The young, when nearly fledged, have 
a sibilant chirp, which soon becomes a distinct " chik," like 
that of the adults. j 0 H N WALPOLE-BOND. 

IRRUPTION OF CROSSBILLS. 
I would ask correspondents to send in future, only notes 

relating to (1) Nesting; (2) Definitely ascertained increase 
or decrease in any locality ; (3) Arrival in a locality where it 
is certain they were not present immediately previously. 

H. F. W. 
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BEDFORDSHIRE.—On March 28th numbers (probably not less 
than several hundred) in small flocks about Great 
Wavendon Wood, near Woburn ; only once were two 
birds seen alone. On March 29th found them equally 
numerous through Southill and Rowney warrens ; one 
male was in good song, and paying marked attention to 
a female (J. Steele Elliott). 

BERKSHIRE.—One flying over on April 1st near Reading. 
Heard flying over on April 2nd at Wellington College 
(N. H. Joy). Two on March 28th and one flying over 
on April 20th, at Henley-on-Thames (H. Noble). 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.—About six on March 20th at Drayton 
Beauchamp (C. Oldham). Several at the end of March 
at Langley (H. Noble). 

DENBIGH.—Flocks observed up to February 23rd, but not 
since, at Llangollen (T. Ruddy). 

DURHAM.—About forty from January to March at Darlington 
(E. E. Forder, Field, 9, iv., 1910). 

ESSEX.—One shot on March 19th at Colchester (E. Chichester, 
Field, 26, iii., 1910). Two pairs (possibly breeding) on 
March 27th, near Bradfield ( / . Beddall Smith). 

HAMPSHIRE.—A pair on April 11th at Woodhay (North Hants) 
(N. H. Joy). 

HERTFORDSHIRE.—Varying numbers—sometimes as many as 
fifty—from January 22nd to mid-April in Whippendell 
Wood, Watford. Many on April 3rd in the plantations 
near Berkhamsted (O. Oldham). 

KENT.—About twelve on March 14th at Edenbridge. 
" Several in fairly good song, the notes somewhat 
resembling those of the Robin, but more broken up " 
(H. H. Farwig). Two on March 27th on Crockham Hill 
(H. Bentham). Flocks of eight and six on March 26th 
at Seal and one at Wrotham ; forty to fifty on March 
29th and 30th near Ashford ; between fifty and a hundred 
on March 28th near Maidstone, where a keeper told me 
that a nest with two eggs was taken in the preceding 
week ; six and two pairs on April 9th at Farnborough 
(H. R. Tutt). Some on March 26th on Hayes Common 
(W. N. Rushen, Field, 2, iv., 1910). Some about March 
6th near Tenterden ; three or four pairs about from 13th 
to 23rd ; twenty-four in one flock, besides the three or 
four pairs, on 24th and until 27th; only three seen 
(probably the three or four pairs still here) on 30th ; 
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a t least three pairs on April 3rd ; seventeen in a flock, 
and, I think, the usual three or four pairs on the 9th ; 
about a dozen from 15th to 17th (Claud B. Ticehurst). 

LINCOLNSHIRE.—During the first fortnight in April I have 
constantly seen parties of Crossbills in Hartsholme Wood, 
near Lincoln. I have several times heard the males 
singing, and have seen pairs apar t from the flocks, but 
have as yet no proof of nesting. I am informed tha t the 
birds have been in these woods since the beginning of 
the year (Rev. F. L. Blathwayt). 

MONMOUTH.—A small flock towards the end of February 
near Abergavenny, and two Crossbills on March 27th 
were observed fighting, and one (a cock) was picked 
up damaged (W. Baker-Gabb). 

MONTGOMERY.—Small pa r ty passing over on April 16th a t 
Churchstoke (H. E. Forrest). 

NORFOLK.—Twenty on March 6th a t Castle Rising ; two 
pairs on the 19th ; twenty on the 20th ; six on the 
23rd (N. Tracy). Still a few a t Northrepps on April 
4th, and a t Keswick on April 8th (J. H. Gurney). About 
forty in Southacre Wood, Swaffham (G. Holden). 

SHROPSHIRE.—On April 3rd they seemed to have left 
the neighbourhood of Wenlock, where they had been 
numerous up to the early par t of March, but a small 
flock was observed passing over to the westward on April 
10th (H. E. Forrest). February 6th was the last date they 
were seen a t Dowles (cf. supra, p . 304) (J. Steele Elliott). 

SURREY.—About twenty on March 31st, 1910, a t Windlesham, 
on the borders of Windsor Forest. They had been there 
some time (B. E. Stilwell). Six on March 25th on Leith 
Hill (H. R. Tutt). Numerous flocks of sixty and twenty 
to thir ty, many smaller parties and one or two pairs 
on March 28th on Leith Hill. Frequently heard the song, 
which was short and feeble, not dissimilar to tha t of a 
Bullfinch, but certainly inferior. A pair on March 27th 
(male singing) and a few on April 3rd near Limpsfield. 
Four on April 10th a t Godstone (H. Bentham). Large 
numbers on March 13th-20th near Weybridge (J. Beddall 
Smith). 

SUSSEX.—A pair on March 20th near East Grinstead (H. 
Bentham). A pair on April 3rd a t Groombridge (F. 
Anderson, Field, 16, iv., 1910). Since Janua ry 14th to 
April 22nd, in varying numbers up to a dozen a t 
Uckfield, Maresfield, Buxted and Framfield (R. Morris). 
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BIRDS F E E D I N G ON FIR-CONES. 

B E S I D E S the Crossbill I have noticed this year Siskins, Chaf
finches, Greenfinches, Goldfinches, Marsh-Tits, Coal-Tits, 
and Blue Tits feeding on the seeds of the Scotch fir. These 
birds, of course, only feed on those cones which are fully 
ripe and have opened, and Goldfinches also were evidently pick
ing up the fallen seeds under the trees. The few7 Lesser Red
polls I have seen were not feeding on these seeds, but the 
Hawfinch may possibly be added to the list, since I have 
several times put them out of fir-trees, but have never actually 
seen them feeding. Crossbills, besides opening the cones they 
have nipped off, feed, like the other birds, on opened cones 
without troubling to remove them ; I have also noticed 
tha t if the cone is not quite ripe, it is only opened down the 
more convex side, on which side it is easiest to get the seeds out ; 
many small unripe cones have of late been nipped off and 
dropped without being opened a t all. 

The question arises in connection with the Crossbill immigra
tion as to whether the seeds of the Scotch fir are more abundant 
this year or n o t ; of course, one's at tention has been drawn 
to searching these trees more closely this year on account of 
the presence of Crossbills, and so one has noticed more of the 
other birds ; yet, although Goldfinches pass through here every 
spring, they usually stop a day only, and I have not seen them 
feeding on the Scotch firs. This year they remained with 
us nearly a month, and were very conspicuous, as they were 
constantly to be seen feeding in these trees. 

CLAUD B. T ICEHURST. 

L I K E Dr. C. B. Ticehurst, I have this spring (early April) 
seen (in Hampshire) considerable numbers of Greenfinches, 
Chaffinches and Goldfinches, and a few Bramblings feeding 
upon the seeds of the Scotch fir, which they can easily extract 
a t this time of year, when the cones are opening and allowing 
the seeds to drop. Mr. Robert Newstead, to whom I wrote 
on the subject, kindly informs me tha t the observation is 
new to him, and I cannot find tha t the cones are unusually 
prolific this year, as one might suspect. I t may be, however, 
t ha t the habit is not unusual, but tha t it has neen noticed 
through the constant watching of the fir-trees on account of 
the Crossbills ! H. F . W I T H E R B Y . 

TWO-BARRED CROSSBILL IN SCOTLAND. 

As regards my note on p . 375 (supra), drawing at tention to 
" a record of ' a large flock ' of L. leucoptera near Banff about 
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1809," I am informed by Mr. J. A. Harvie-Brown that 
after full consideration and investigation he considered this 
record as imperfect, and as such placed it in square brackets 
in his " Vertebrate Fauna of the Moray Basin " (1895, Vol. L, 
p. 300). HUGH S. GLADSTONE. 

BLACK-HEADED BUNTING IN SUSSEX. 
A MALE Black-headed Bunting (Emberiza melanocephala) 
in full plumage was shot at Little Holm Farm, near Westfield, 
Sussex, on May 5th, 1909. The bird was examined in the 
flesh by Mr. W. Ruskin Butterfield. J. B. NICHOLS. 

RAVENS IN SHROPSHIRE. 
THE attachment of Ravens (Corvus corax) to an established 
breeding-place is notorious, but it is a singular circumstance 
that a pair of these birds has this year taken up quarters in 
a certain valley on the Lougmynd, where the last recorded 
Raven's nest in Shropshire was destroyed in 1884. Whether 
there be any connection between the original pair and the 
new arrivals we have no means of deciding. 

H. E. FOKBEST. 

THE WHITE MARKINGS ON THE HEAD OF THE 
YOUNG CUCKOO. 

THE considerable amount of variation in the white markings 
on the heads of young Cuckoos (Cuculus canorus) seems to 

FIG. 1. 
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me a point well worthy of the attention of ornithologists. 
I have had opportunities of examining a good many young 
Cuckoos in the neighbourhood of Bridgnorth during the last 
few years. I have found that some have a single white spot 
in the middle of the forehead near the base of the bill, while 
others have one on the top of the head ; others, again, have 
two spots, one on the forehead and the other on the nape, 
while sometimes the spot is lengthened into the form of a 
band-like marking. I have never seen a specimen in which 
white feathers were absent, although some birds have very 

FIG. 2. 

FIG. 3. 
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few such feathers. The accompanying photographs of a 
few of the young Cuckoos I have mentioned will perhaps, 
make m y meaning clearer. Fig. 1, with two white spots ; 
Fig. 2, with a conspicuous spot on the forehead and two 
smaller spots a t the back of the head ; Fig. 3, with a few 
whitish feathers on the head and throat . FRANCES P I T T . 

GARGANEY AND OTHER DUCKS IN CHESHIRE. 
O N April 9th, 1910, Mr. Travers Hadfield and I had an 
excellent view of five Garganeys (Querquedula circia), two 
of which were drakes, on the mere a t Marbury near Northwich. 
We first noticed the birds on the wing, when the greyish-
white pat tern on the wings of the drakes, formed by the blue-
grey coverts and white bars, a t t racted our at tention. Later, 
sheltered by a duck-shooter's reed-screen, we succeeded in 
getting within ten yards of the birds when they were feeding 
near the edge of the mere. The drakes repeatedly ut tered 
the curious clicking breeding note, which is likened by Saunders 
to the sound made by a child's rat t le . The general colour of 
the breast of the drake Garganey is variously described as 
brown, pale brown, dark brown, sandy-buff, pale chestnut, 
wood-brown, and pale yellowish-brown in descriptions I have 
consulted, but we were particularly struck by its vinaceous 
tinge ; Montagu speaks of the " purplish " neck, bu t this 
tinge is, in some lights, noticeable on the breast. The 
Garganey, though it has been obtained occasionally on the 
Dee Estuary, has not to my knowledge been previously 
observed on inland waters in Cheshire. 

On the 9th, beyond a few Mallards, Pochards and Tufted 
Ducks, there were no other dueks on Marburg, but on the 
10th, when Mr. A. W. Boyd visited the mere to see the 
Garganeys, he found four Wigeon, ten or more Shovelers, 
a Sheld-Duck, and over th i r ty Teal. JI j± COWARD 

COMMON SCOTER AND O T H E R DUCKS I N H E R T 
F O R D S H I R E AND BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

O N the morning of April 10th, 1910, there was a bunch of ten 
Common Scoters (CEdemia nigra),comprising seven adult drakes 
and three grey-cheeked birds, on one of the reservoirs at Tring 
(Herts.). Five more—three of them adult drakes—were on 
another reservoir, and a t Weston Turville (Bucks.), some four 
miles away, there were eleven, seven adult drakes and four 
grey-cheeked birds. One may perhaps expect to see Common 
Scoters, on passage, on our inland waters in April—I saw 
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two on Ruislip Reservoir (Middlesex) on April 24th, 1909— 
but the occurrence of such a considerable number of birds 
in a limited area may be thought worth recording. The 
wind, which had for some time previously been easterly, 
shifted to the N.W. on the 9th, and was light from the S.W. 
on the 10th. The advent of the Scoters was probably due 
to this change. Not one of the birds was feeding while I 
watched them, and their behaviour—dozing on the water or 
at the most paddling idly—suggested that they were resting 
after a prolonged flight. Their presence in the district was 
possibly only a manifestation of an extensive migratory 
movement in which other species of ducks were involved, 
for at Tring there was an adult drake Goldeneye (Clangula 
glaucion) accompanied by a brown-headed bird—obviously, 
from its inferior size, a duck—three or four pairs of Teal 
(Neltion crecca). several Shovelers (Spatula clypeata) and, 
scattered over the waters, perhaps thirty Wigeon (Mareca 
penelope) ; whilst at Weston Turville there was a flock of 
eight restless Wigeon that were frequently on the wing. 
I saw no birds of any of these species when I was passing 
the reservoirs on April 3rd. 

CHAS. OLDHAM. 

COMMON SCOTERS IN CHESHIRE. 
ON April 10th, 1910, I saw six Common Scoters on Radnor 
Mere in Alderley Park, Cheshire. These birds were evidently on 
migration, and were already gone on the 11th. The reports 
of Scoters on inland waters in the south at about the same 
time seem to indicate that a general movement was in progress. 

M. V. WBNNER. 

RINGED PLOVER NESTING IN SURREY. 
WHEN at Frensham on May 30th, 1909, I was not a little 
surprised on discovering that a pair of Ringed Plovers 
(Mgialitis hiaticola) had remained to breed in the neigh
bourhood, as there is no earlier record of the species having 
nested in Surrey, and hitherto it appears only to have visited 
the county as a somewhat casual spring and autumn migrant, 
although doubtless known instances of its occurrence have 
occasionally been allowed to pass unrecorded. 

Adjoining Frensham Great Pond, a lake of some 100 acres 
in extent, is a wide expanse of uncultivated land, thinly 
covered with short grass and stunted heather. On this ground, 
at a spot about 300 yards from the margin of the lake, the 
bird had selected a site thickly strewn with small pieces of 
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burnt wood—bleached to an almost white colour—and chips 
of bone, forming a circular patch some ten feet in circumference, 
so that the environment of the nest corresponded in some 
degree with that usually chosen in maritime localities. 

The nest contained four eggs on May 30th, but as I was 
prevented from visiting the district again until the middle 

NEST OF RINGED PLOVER, FRENSHAM, SURREY, 
MAY 30TH, 1909. 

{Photographed by H. H. Farwig.) 

of July, when no trace could be found of the Ringed Plovers, 
I am unable to say whether they were successful in rearing 
a brood. HOWARD BENTHAM. 

FULMAR IN SHROPSHIRE AND OTHER COUNTIES. 
I HAVE just obtained for the county museum an example of 
the Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis), which was found in a dying 
state two miles south of Shrewsbury about the middle of 
March, 1909. It is an example of the light-coloured phase 
The plumage bears evidence of severe buffeting, so that the 
bird had evidently been driven thus far inland by tempestuous 
weather. This is the first occurrence in Shropshire, and it 
is distinctly rare in the western counties, as will be seen by 
the following summary of recorded occurrences :—Cumber-
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land, 3 ; Lancashire, 4 ; Cheshire, 2 ; Denbigh, 1 ; Merioneth, 
11 ; Cardigan, 2 or more ; Pembroke, 1 ; Gloucester, 3 ; 
Oxford, 2 ; Worcester, 1 ; Hereford, 2 or 3. None has been 
recorded in Anglesey, Carnarvon, Flint, Montgomery, Radnor, 
Brecon, Glamorgan, Carmarthen, Warwick, or Stafford. 
I t will be seen tha t nearly all occurrences have been either 
along the seaboard or within sight of the Severn Estuary. 
Mr. J . Steele Elliott tells me tha t an old man near Bewdley 
has an ancient specimen, said to have been obtained on the 
Severn between Bewdley and Arley. If correct, this bird 
might be claimed by no less than three counties which meet 
there—Worcester, Salop, and Stafford ! H . E . FORREST. 

[ T H E Fulmar has once been recorded from Staffordshire 
(Zoologist, 1863, p . 8448), and there is one recorded from 
Derbyshire (Zoologist, 1850, p . 2951). Few birds are more 
exclusively pelagic in their habits than the Fulmar, and its 
presence inland appears to be due to stress of weather alone. 

F . C. R. J . ] 

GREENLAND W H E A T E A R S I N SCOTLAND.—The da te of the 
example recorded from Mull of Galloway Lighthouse (cf. 
supra, p . 379) should be September 12th, not August 12tb 
(Ann. S.N.H., 1910, p . 118). 

WHITE-SPOTTED BLTJETHROAT IN F A I R I S L E . — A n adult 
male Cyanecula wolfi, in full summer-plumage, is recorded 
by Mr. Eagle Clarke (Ann. S.N.H., 1910, p . 67) as having 
been obtained in Fair Isle in 1909. Unfortunately, Mr. Clarke 
does not give the date of its capture—a curious omission. 

MOUTH-COLORATION OF THE NESTLING Y E L L O W B U N T I N G . — 
Correction.—Mr. A. G. Leigh writes us tha t by a mistake in 
transcribing his original notes he gave the coloration of the 
inside of the mouth of this nestling (antea, p . 154) as lemon-
yellow instead of pink, which is the correct colour. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION.—Messrs . Sanders & Co. inform 
us tha t the first of their series of Exhibitions in Natura l 
History Photography will be a collection of pictures by 
Mr. Richard Kearton, to be opened on May 18th, a t 71 , 
Shaftesbury Avenue. Admission on presentation of visiting 
card. Amongst others who have promised their collections 
for future exhibitions are Miss E . L. Turner, Mr. Oliver G. 
Pike, and Mr. R. B. Lodge. 

H H 
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