
noms; 
RAPID NEST-BUILDING BY A ROBIN. 

ON April 19th, 1910, a gardener here (Basingstoke) hung up 
his coat at 9.15 a.m. on a tree. At 1 p.m. he took it down 
to put on, when a nest of a Robin (Erithacus rubecula), 
almost completed, fell from the folds of the coat. In three 
and three-quarter hours, therefore, the site was selected and 
the nest nearly finished. W. S. MEDLICOTT. 

DARTFORD WARBLERS NESTING IN HEATHER. 
STATEMENTS have so frequently been repeated to the effect 
that nests of the Dartford Warbler (Sylvia undata) have in 
this country always been found amongst the lower portions 
of thick furze-bushes, that some information with regard to 
a departure from this habit will doubtless be of interest. 

During the past three years I have examined some numbers 
of nests in a certain Surrey breeding-haunt of the species, 
and in this locality the majority of birds build in long thick 
heather (Calluna vulgaris), growing either amongst or near 
extensive furze-eoverts. 

I have also seen the nest placed in heather growing in open 
moorland country, furnishing no cover beyond that afforded 
by a luxuriant shrub-like growth of that plant, and two or 
three gorse-bushes growing at wide intervals, and at some 
distance from the nesting-site ; but this latter situation seems 
to be quite exceptional. HOWARD BENTHAM. 

[In the Avicultural Magazine (November, 1909, p. 32) Mr. 
Allen Silver mentions that an informant of his always found 
the nests in heather, but he does not state in what district. 
Mr.E.Hart (Field, 23, x., 1909, p. 751, and 7, v., 1910, p. 821) 
states that he has always found the nests in heather in Hamp
shire. I have myself found several nests in heather in Hamp
shire, but many more in gorse.—H. F. W.] 

NUTHATCH IN ANGLESEY. 
WHILST on a visit to Anglesey I was cycling with my friend 
Mr. Laisters F. Lort on May 14th, 1910, when, as we passed 
through Llangoed (a village east of Beaumaris) in a place 
where the road was overshadowed by trees, I caught sight of a 
bird moving about the upper branches of a large oak in the 
manner peculiar to the Nuthatch (Sitta ccesia). Knowing that 

B 
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this bird had never been met with in Anglesey, I called a halt, 
and, bringing field-glasses to bear upon it, I was delighted to 
find that my surmise was correct. Both Mr. Lort and I 
watched it for some time ; it flitted soon to another tree, 
where in a few moments it was joined by a second bird, no 
doubt its mate. Both continued to climb about as long as 
we stayed, going from one tree to another every now and then. 
From this we judged that they had not got a nest, and we 
could not see any likely hole from the roadway. Returning 
in the evening we looked at the place again but could not then 
see them. H. E. FOBBEST. 

EARLY BREEDING OF THE GREENFINCH. 
THIS morning, April 23rd, I found in my garden at Chester 
a young Greenfinch (Ligurinus chloris), which had evidently 
just left the nest. I t was fully feathered, but unable to fly. 
I t is usually quite a month later than the above date that 
one sees the first of the young Greenfinches in this locality, 
and one can only suppose that the warm weather during the 
middle of March was responsible for the early date. 

C. ROTGSLEY SlDDALL. 

GREENFINCHES FEEDING ON COTONEASTER 
BERRIES. 

F O B some weeks every winter Greenfinches resort to the 
precincts of the Citadel on Plymouth Hoe to feed on the berries 
of a species of cotoneaster (C. microphylla). They are not to 
be seen there at any other time of the year. 

W. I. BEAUMONT. 

WHITE WAGTAIL IN CO. WEXFORD. 
As the White Wagtail (Motacilla alba) has seldom been 
recorded from the east coast of Ireland (cf. Vol. I., p. I l l ; 
Vol. III., p. 130), it is worth noting that on April 30th, 1910, 
I saw a party of eight (males and females) feeding in some 
small fields adjoining some sand-dunes on the Wexford coast. 
On the following day I could see the birds nowhere, and I 
think they had passed on. On May 2nd I saw two pairs 
together in the same fields, and I am inclined to think that 
these birds were new arrivals. H. F. WITHEEBY. 

GREY WAGTAIL NESTING IN KENT. 
THE pair of Grey Wagtails (Motacilla melanope) referred to 
by Dr. Ticehurst in his Birds of Kent as having been seen 
by Mr. H. G. Alexander feeding their young by the county-
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boundary stream near Tunbridge Wells in 1908-09 again 
made their appearance this spring. The accompanying 
photograph shows the female about to brood over her first 

GREY WAGTAIL AT ITS N E S T NEAR TUNBRIDGE W E L L S , 

KENT, APRIL, 1910. 

(Photographed by Miss E. L. Turner.) 

newly-hatched young on April 25th, 1910. I am indebted 
to Mr. Alexander for finally discovering this nest after vainly 
hunting for it myself. E. L. TURNER. 
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LATE STAY OP THE BRAMBLING. 
ON April 14th, 1910,1 saw about twenty Bramblings {Fringilla 
montifringilla) in a flock at Basingstoke, Hampshire, while on 
May 4th I saw two fly over. This is, I think, unusually late. 

W. S. MEDLICOTT. 
[This is certainly late for the south of England. I saw 
Bramblings in the New Forest up to April 10th.—H. F. W.] 

CROSSBILLS NESTING IN ENGLAND.* 
I K BERKSHIRE. 

CROSSBILLS have been very numerous in the pine-woods of 
south Berkshire. Nests I myself have seen are as follows :— 

March 16th, nest with 3 eggs (fresh). 
March 28th, nest with 4 eggs (fresh). 
April 1st, nest with 3 eggs (fresh). 
April 4th, nest with 4 eggs (slightly incubated). 
April 12th, nest with 4 eggs (slightly incubated). 
April 18th, nest with 4 eggs (slightly incubated). 
April 20th, nest with 3 eggs (much incubated). 

In addition, I have heard of a nest of four eggs being taken, 
also two nests with young birds. 

Towards the end of April numerous parties of (usually) six 
birds, young and old, were about, which apparently soon left. 
At the time of writing, May 18th, there are still a few pairs 
which have not quite finished nesting-

A . S. TOMLINSON. 
IN HAMPSHIRE. 

SINCE Crossbills arrived in the New Forest district in July, 
1909, many birds have been constantly reported, and consider
ing the large area of fir-woods in the forest and its outskirts, 
it is most likely that a number have bred ; in the Burley 
district Mr. Witherby records at least four broods of young 
fledged on April 2nd (Vol. III. , p. 401). I saw pairs of 
birds during the months of February and March, but had not 
an opportunity to make a search for nests till April 5th, when 
with my friend Mr. R. G. Townsend I started on an expedition 
near the south-eastern boundary of the forest, near Sowley 
Pond, where we met only with moderate success, finding one 
nest. But the finding of this nest is, I think, worth record
ing in detail, as my experience agrees exactly with that of 
Mr. Gilroy and Mr. Stanford, the presence of the cock 
bird and his behaviour leading directly to the discovery of 
the nest. 

* For previous notes on this subject, see Vol. I I I . Index. 
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We were on a road leading through a small wood and came 
suddenly on this bird as he sat on an oak within a few feet 
of us; on his taking a short flight and perching on a tree in a 
field, we followed and watched him for some time. He seemed 
so contented, singing, and at intervals preening his feathers, 
that I concluded his mate was near. So we retraced our steps 
and found that in the wood and by the roadside opposite to 
the oak where we first saw the bird, were a few Scotch firs. 
A short search revealed the nest situated next the stem of the 
tree near the top and about thirty feet from the ground. 
The hen bird was on the nest, and with glasses we were able 
to see her most distinctly, but I regret that a nearer examina
tion of the nest was impossible owing to the tree being, for 
us, unclimbable. 

The cock bird was not in very bright red plumage. Not 
far from this nest we found another pair of birds in a large 
wood of old firs. These birds were rather restless and gave 
no indication of the situation of a nest. The cock bird was 
generally perched on the top of a tree while the hen fed in 
the lower branches. R. E. COLES. 

CROSSBILLS have been present in a small flock at Beaulieu 
since before Christmas, and about a week after Easter some 
boys found a nest in a Scotch fir. Shortly afterwards, in 
another part of the woods, a young bird was seen being fed 
by an old one. On May 1st 1 saw two nests and heard of two 
more, from one of which the young had only flown the week 
before. There are, no doubt, other nests which have not 
been found, as the woods are large and there are a good many 
Crossbills about. THOMAS H. C. TROWBRIDGE. 

IN KENT. 

ON April 23rd I saw at least two broods of young Crossbills 
at Middingstone Hoath, Kent. They were being fed by the 
old birds by the side of a road on the outskirts of a wood of 
old, but small, larch in which were a certain number of 
Scotch pine. E. G. B. MEADE-WALDO. 

AFTER watching Crossbills for several weeks in the neighbour
hood of Ashford we saw on April 9th a female evidently 
preparing a nest, and on the 10th we were able to locate 
the position and saw the female go on to the nest. On April 
17th I climbed to the nest, which was placed in the topmost 
twigs of a Scotch fir on a small branch about forty feet from 
the ground, and found that it contained four perfectly fresh 
eggs. CHARLES P. STEDMAN. 
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IN NOEEOLK. 

CROSSBILLS still (April 28th) seem numerous in the neighbour
hood of Castle Rising. On March 26th a keeper found a nest 
and showed it to me. I t was about two feet from the top of 
a very tall spruce, and was fully seventy feet from the ground. 
The nest was a large one, made principally of dry grass and 
decayed wood, and contained four fresh eggs. I t appears to me 
that most of the Crossbills are not breeding as they still seem 
to be in flocks. N. TEACEY. 

IN SUSSEX. 

SOME Crossbills seem to have nested in the Uckfield district. 
I saw one young bird being fed on April 29th and two on 
May 5th at Uckfield, ROBT. MOBEIS. 

IRRUPTION OF CROSSBILLS.* 
CHESHIRE.—A number have frequented the fir-woods in one 

portion of Delamere Forest all the winter and spring. I 
saw about a score so late as May 2nd, but can get no 
evidence of nesting (T. A. Coward). 

KENT.—None since April 1st at Edenbridge (27. 77. Farwig). 
On May 16th I saw a flock of about eighteen in a wood 
near Tenterden that I had not previously visited (N. F. 
Ticehurst). 

NOEFOLK.—None since April 26th at Keswick (J. 77. Ourney). 
NOKTHTXMBEELAND.—Over a dozen have been seen for several 

weeks past (May 6th) at Blaydon-on-Tyne (J. Clark, Jnr.), 
STTRBIY.—A small party passing overhead on April 2nd near 

Dormans, and evidence of more by the quantity of cones 
strewn beneath a belt of pines close by (27, 27. Far-wig). 

SUSSEX.—Several flocks of from fifteen to twenty birds on 
May 1st in Ashdown Forest (27. 77. Farwig). 

BIRDS FEEDING ON FIR-CONES. 
As I keep squirrels and require several bushels of fir-cones 
during the winter months, I happen to know that in the 
neighbourhood of Tunbridge Wells the Scotch fir has been 
unusually fruitful during 1909-10. During the. winter of 
1908-09 both fir-cones and larch-cones were scarce. The 
April snow and frosts in 1908 entirely destroyed the larch-
fruit in some districts, and the same may have happened 
with regard to many of the young Scotch firs. 

* For previous notes on this subject, see Vol. I I I . Index. Only 
records of nesting, departure, marked decrease or increase, or arrival 
in a new locality are now required. 
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I do not believe that any birds except Crossbills car* extract 
seeds from fir-cones before they begin to ripen and split 
during April, then many seed-eating birds will be found 
feeding on them, especially Marsh-Tits ; whereas the seeds 
of larch-cones form the principal food of Tits, Crossbills and 
some of the finches all the winter. E. L. TUBNER, 

ON p. 411 (Vol. III.) there are two notes recording the fact 
that Chaffinches, Goldfinches and other birds feed on the seeds 
of fir-cones, and suggesting that this habit is new or at any 
rate unusual. Many years ago I watched Chaffinches extract
ing the seeds from the cones of the Scotch fir, and shortly 
afterwards in another locality from those of the Austrian pine 
or some allied conifer. I have also on two occasions seen a 
Song-Thrush pecking at a fir-cone, presumably for the sake of 
the seeds. I drew attention to these facts in two papers 
published in the Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society in 
1892 and 1894, and also mentioned that the Goldfinch behaves 
in the same manner as the Chaffinch, though I have never 
observed it myself. CHABLES F . ABCHIBALD. 

MOUTH-COLORATION OF THE NESTLING YELLOW 
BUNTING. 

WITH reference to Mr. A. G. Leigh's correction of the mouth-
coloration of the nestling Yellow Bunting (Vol. III., p. 417), 
it may be noted that at birth the inside of the mouth is not 
always of a pink colour. In one brood which I had under 
observation the colour was yellowish, and this was associated, 
as a coincidence or otherwise, with absence of the usual 
dusky tinge on the tip of the bill. Within twenty-four hours 
the duskiness appeared, as well as a number of pink spots, 
over the inside of the mouth. These gradually spread and 
had coalesced by the second day. As a general rule, the 
pink colour fades from the sixth day onwards ; on or about 
the ninth day it lingers as a number of spots, which soon dis
appear completely. J. M. DEWAB. 

NUTCRACKER IN SUSSEX. 
A FEMALE example of the Nutcracker was shot at Three Oaks, 
Guestling, near Hastings, Sussex, on March 4th, 1909. The 
bird was examined in the flesh by Mr. L. Curtis Edwards, 
and is now in my possession. This bird's bill appears to be 
exactly the same as that of the male obtained at Brede, Sussex, 
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in 1907 (cf. cmtea, Vol. I., p. 185), and this was identified as 
an example of the west European form N. c. caryocatacies, 
not N. c. macrorhynchus, as printed, this being the name of 
the slender-billed form (cf. Hartert, Yog. pal. F., 26). A 
bird shot on November 17th, 1885, at Strode Park, Heme, 
Kent (cf. N. F. Tieehurst, Birds of Kent, p. 193), is now in 
my possession, and I find that its bill is nearly a quarter of an 
inch longer and is rather more slender than that of the bird 
shot on March 4th, 1909. The Strode Park bird therefore 
appears to be an example of the slender-billed Siberian form 
N. c. macrorhynchus, Brehm. 

J . B. NICHOLS. 

HOOPOE IN NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 
ON May 20th a Hoopoe (Upupa epops) settled on the lawn 
at Chilwell House, Notts., while Mr. and Mrs. D. H. Pearson 
were at breakfast. As the bird was only three or four yards 
from the window they had a very good view of it, with its 
crest erected, during the one or two minutes it was on the 
ground. It was then disturbed by a cat, and disappeared over 
the house. 

As this species has been very rarely recorded in Nottingham
shire, the above occurrence seems worth noting. 

HENRY J. PEARSON. 

UNUSUAL NESTING-SITE OP THE TAWNY OWL. 
AN unusual nesting-site for a Tawny Owl (Syrnium aluco) 
was brought to my notice recently. Just before Easter I 
was told of an Owl's nest in a rabbit-hole some twelve miles 
from Scarborough, and on April 3rd, 1910, I went out to 
photograph it. On reaching the place we found that someone 
had taken the eggs in the meantime, but the farmer who had 
originally found the nest knew the Tawny Owl well and showed 
us the place. I t was not a rabbit-hole as at first reported, 
but a slight scraping about three inches deep on the ground 
in a small pine-wood. There was no protection for the eggs or 
bird of any sort, the nest being quite as open and conspicuous 
as a Woodcock's, and placed near the foot of a Scotch pine. 
There were a few bits of bark and pine-needles in the nest, and 
several pellets and feathers on the ground round about. The 
position was the more remarkable because the district affords 
any number of normal nesting-sites, and there were several 
old nests of Crows or squirrels in the wood. 

A fortnight later I found a fresh Tawny Owl's egg and the 
broken shells of two others on the ground in the same wood, 
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and the keeper then told me that since the first nest was 
robbed he had found three eggs on the ground, each one in a 
different place. 

E. ARNOLD WAIAIS. 

[It is remarkable that both this species and the Long-eared 
Ovsi, which normally breed in trees at some distance from the 
ground, though in very different sites, occasionally depart 
from their usual habits and breed either on the bare ground 
at the foot of a tree or even in a hole in the ground. With 
regard to the Tawny Owl, instances of nests on the ground 
at the foot of trees have been recorded from North Wales 
(C, B. Wharton, Zool., 1866, p. 346), Loch Lomond (J. Lumsden, 
Proc. N. H. Soc., Glasgow, V., p. 209), and Liineburger Haide, 
North Germany (Orn. Monatssehrift, 1892, p. 294); while 
nests in rabbit and other holes have been recorded several 
times from North and South Devon, as well as from Wales 
and Scotland (c/., Ibis, 1879, p. 378; Ann. 8c. Nat. Hist., 
1896, p. 95 ; Vert. Fauna of N. Wales, p. 212 ; Field, March 
30th, 1901, etc.).—P. C. R. J.] 

WHITE-BREASTED VARIETY OF THE COMMON 
CORMORANT. 

THE white-breasted variety of the Cormorant described by 
Mr. Frohawk (Vol. III., p. 385) is certainly not restricted 
solely to the Scilly Isles. I have observed similar birds in 
the Mull lochs—salt and fresh—every year. Indeed, I was 
under the belief, considering the number of examples observed, 
that all Common Cormorants had pure white breasts at some 
period subsequent to the dirty-white breast of the first year, 
but, of course, I had no absolute proof of the age of the pure 
white-breasted birds. I t is this frequent whiteness in the 
coloration of the under-parts that has given rise to the 
prevalent popular belief in Mull that the Common Cormorant 
at a certain period in its life-history is changed into a Red-
throated Diver. 

D. MACDONALD. 

I WAS much interested in Mr. F. W. Frohawk's account of 
a white-breasted bird of this species, for on April 29th, 1910, 
while visiting an enormous Cormorant rookery on the Lower 
Danube, consisting of over a thousand nests on submerged 
willows, I noticed a single bird of this form sitting close to 
its nest. Seen through the glass at close-quarters its under-
surface was exactly like that figured on p. 387 (Vol. III.). 
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It was evidently a breeding bird. Dr. Hartert (Bull. B.O.C., 
XXV., p. 89) mentions having seen similar specimens in the 
breeding season on Herm and in Marocco. 

P. C. R. JOTJBDAIK, 

MIGRATION OF COMMON SCOTERS AND OTHER 
DUCKS. 

IK connection with the appearance of Common Scoters 
((Edemia nigra) in Hertfordshire, Buckinghamshire, and 
Cheshire on April 10th, 1910 (Vol. III., pp. 414, 415) I may 
note that on April 13th I witnessed an enormous migratory 
movement of this species off Dungeness Point, Kent. As 
soon as it was daylight flock after flock of these birds passed the 
point coming from the west and flying east. This migration 
lasted for at least two and a half hours, the flocks passing 
almost without intermission the whole time, and had for the 
most part finished by 8.30 a.m. So numerous were the birds 
at the height of the migration that I counted thirty-two flocks 
(from ten to sixty birds in a flock), passing the point in twenty 
minutes. Besides Common Scoters I saw five flocks of Brent 
Geese (Bemicla brenta), five single Divers and several small 
parties of Terns (Sterna fiuviatilis or 8. macrnra), all steadily 
going eastwards. I t wrould be interesting to know wrhether 
these birds kept on eastwards or whether after passing the 
Foreland they turned north. 

On April 2nd in two different places in Romney Marsh, 
Kent, there were masses of Mallard (Anas boscas), Wigeon 
{Mareca penelope) and Teal (Nettion crecca), and in one place 
some Tufted Duck (Fuligula cristata), Pochard (JP. ferina), 
Pintail (Dafila acuta) and many Shovelers (Spatula clypeata); 
some had left in a day or two, and most had gone by the 
16th. Garganey (Querquedula circia) had arrived by the 10th. 

CLAUD B. TICEHXJBST. 

BLACK TERNS IN OXFORDSHIRE. 
I T may be of interest to record that on May 15th, 1910", 
I watched two Black Terns (Hydrochelidon nigra) hawking 
over a stretch of the Isis between Oxford and Eynsham. 
A week later they were gone. 

A. RITCHIE. 

BLACK-THROATED DIVER IN CARNARVONSHIRE. 
OK April 30th, 1910, I watched for upwards of an hour a 
Black-throated Diver (Colymbus arcticus) in Llandudno Bay, 
and the fact that it approached to within a distance of 
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eighty yards from the shore enabled me to watch its move
ments closely and take careful note of Its plumage. It was, 
however, difficult to determine beyond a doubt whether or 
not the bird was still immature, for while the crown, the sides, 
and the back of the neck were distinctly grey, and the front 
of the neck down to the breast was black, the colour of the 
feathers on its back, tail, and wings was not indicative of an 
adult in full nuptial plumage. These parts of the body were 
dark brown, and were not nearly so conspicuously barred 
and speckled as are those of mature individuals ; indeed, 
it was only when the bird half turned itself from me that I was 
able to see the faint indications of the white bars. The half 
collar of white streaks could be detected only when the bird 
was nearest to the shore. The Black-throated Diver is an 
addition to the avifauna of the county. 

R. W. JONES. 

BIRDS IN NORFOLK IN 1909. 
IN his " Ornithological Report for Norfolk " for 1909 (Zool., 
1910, pp. 121-136) Mr. J. H. Gurney gives, as usual, much 
interesting information. 

Mr. Gurney reports that during the end of December, 1908, 
and January, 1909, Mr. F. Coburn received from King's 
Lynn fourteen examples of Brent Geese, which he identified as 
belonging to the American form Bernida brenta nigricans 
(Lawrence). All the birds were reported as shot in the Wash 
—two on January 19th, 1909, and seven more on the 26th. 
Mr. Coburn now considers that at all ages and seasons, and in 
both sexes, the black or slaty-black under-parts are constant, 
and that after the first plumage there is always a larger amount 
of white on the neck ; he adds, however, that females are of 
a paler slaty-black than males. There is no information as to 
whence Mr. Coburn's material came to enable him to arrive 
at this conclusion, which is, by the way, practically the same 
as that expressed by M. S. Alpheraky (Geese of Eur. and Asia, 
pp. 162-5). We should have liked more exact information 
as to how these birds differed from the typical B. brenta 
(c/. Vol. I I , p. 27). 

On January 29th, 1909, an Iceland Gull (L, kucopterus) 
was shot near Yarmouth. 

On February 10th a Black-breasted Dipper, presumably 
Cindus cinclus (L.), was shot at Coltishall; an interesting record 
which would be made far more valuable were the bird 
carefully compared and identified, so that we might know to 
what geographical race it belonged. 
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On April 18th the first Spoonbills (Platalea leucorodia), 
three in number, arrived at Breydon, and stayed until the 
29th ; while two more arrived on May 1st, and one appeared 
on June 29th and stayed until July 8th, and was again seen 
on July 22nd and 29th, and August 3rd and 8th. One was 
also seen at Cley on April 18th. 

An Avoeet (Mecurvirostra avocetta) visited Breydon on July 
15th, and was seen on the 18th and 29th, and again on 
August 3rd ; while three were present for two hours on 
August 8th, and then went probably to Blakeney, where 
three were seen on the same day (cf. i.e., p. 196). 

On August 3rd Mr. Bird put up near one of the Broads a 
young Marsh-Harrier (Circus mruginosus), which he believed 
was bred locally. 

On August 19th a Golden Oriole (Oriolus galbula) was shot 
at Cley. 

On December 1st a Wheatear (Saxicola mnanthe) was seen 
at Eccles-on-the-Sea, while another was seen at Twyford on 
January 3rd, 1910. 

A Flamingo (Phoenicopterus roseus) was seen on the Wash 
in June, 1909, but this and two Snow-Geese (Chen hyper-
boreus), which arrived at Holkham with the Pink-footed Geese 
at the end of October, may have been " escapes." 

Mr. Gurney gives some interesting details regarding a 
Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus), showing that the parent Cuckoo 
made a search in an ivy-eovered wall several days before it 
deposited its egg in a Wagtail's nest which was hidden in 
the ivy ; that two of the Wagtail's eggs were eventually 
removed, though how is unknown ; that the Cuckoo's egg 
took fourteen days to hatch ; and that one young Wagtail 
was ejected when the young Cuckoo was twenty-four hours 
old, another three hours later, and the third and last an hour 
and a half afterwards. H. P. W. 

AMERICAN BIRDS LIBERATED ON THE SCILLY 
ISLANDS. 

IN April the New York Zoological Society forwarded to 
us per the s.s. " Minnehaha" the following American 
birds:—Three Guiana Parrotlets (Psittacula guianensis) ; 
four Northern Ground Doves (Columbigaltina passerines, 
terrestris) ; six Inca Doves (Scardafella inca) ; six Columba 
Crested Quail (Eupsychortyx leucopogon) ; four Sonoran Red
wings (Agelceus phceniceus sonoriensis); six Purple Graekles 
(Quiscalus quiscalus) ; six Bronze Graekles (Q. q. eeneus). 

The " Minnehaha " was wrecked on the Scilly Isles, and I 
now learn that all of the birds were liberated, so if any report 
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of their being shot should come to hand ornithologists will 
know their origin. 

D, SETH-SMITH. 
Zoological Society's Gardens, 

Regent 's Park , 

INCUBATION AND F L E D G I N G P E R I O D S I N B I R D S . — M r . S. E . 
Brook contributes an interesting note on this subject to the 
Zoologist (1910, p . 117), in which he states tha t the Mistle-
Thrush, Song-Thrush, Blackbird, Sedge-Warbler, Pied Wagtail, 
Spotted Flycatcher, Greenfinch, and Yellow Bunting have an 
incubation-period of 13-14 days, and t ha t the young leave 
the nest from 13-14 days after ha tching; the Whitethroat 
has an incubation-period of 11-12 and a fledging-period of 
11 days ; t he Willow-Wren a n incubation-period of 12-13, 
and a fledging one of 13-14 days ; the Hedge-Sparrow an 
incubation and fledging-period of equal lengths, viz., 12-13 
days; the Dipper an incubation-period of 15-17 days ; 
the Swallow one of 15-16 days, and a fledging-period of so 
many as 21-22 days ; the Starling takes only 12-13 days to 
incubate, but the young take 21-22 days to fly ; the Magpie 
and Rook have incubation-periods of 17-18 days, and fly 
in 29-30 days ; while the Carrion-Crow takes 18-19 days to 
incubate, and 33-34 days to fly ; the Long-eared Owl takes 
28-30 days to incubate, t he Sparrow-Hawk 30-32, and 28-30 
to fly ; while the Moorhen takes 19-20 days to incubate. Mr. 
Brock also makes some interesting remarks on the regularity, 
irregularity, times, and intervals, of laying of different birds. 
Comparing these incubation-periods with those given by Mr. 
W. Evans (Ibis, 1891, pp . 52-93, 1892, pp . 55-58), we find 
fair agreement, except t ha t Mr. Evans makes the Willow-
Wren 13-16 days, and the Yellow Bunting 12-13 days. As 
regards the Sparrow-Hawk Mr. Evans has no observation of 
his own, and those he quotes seem not very reliable. Dr. 
J. H. Salter made the incubation-period as much as 37-38 
days by observation of a nest in Wales (Zool., 1894, p . 341); 
while Mr. J . Steele Elliott estimates the period during which 
the young stay in the nest as about 27-28 days (i.e., 1909, 
p. 466). Jourdain 's notes show t h a t the incubation-period 
is not less than four weeks and possibly more, while Howard 
Saunders gives five weeks (Man., Errata, p . 756). 

REMAINS OF B I R D S IN AN I R I S H C A V E . — I n a paper on 
" Cave Hunt ing , " Mr. R. J . Ussher mentions (Irish Nat., 
1910, p . 41) tha t among the remains found in the second or 
lower bed in some caves in co. Clare which he has been 
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exploring in company with Dr. ScharfE and Mr. Coffey, were 
found some bones of the Crane (said to have been common in 
Ireland in the twelfth century), two bones of the Great 
Spotted Woodpecker, and a " large " mandible of a Hawfinch. 
" These," says Mr. Ussher, " seem to have been members of 
the ancient fauna, though now rare and accidental stragglers." 
Reports on these caves appear in the Transactions of the 
Royal Irish Academy, Vol. XXXIII. , B., pt. 1, 1906. 

ALBINISMC VARIETIES.—Colonel E. S. Mason sends a photo
graph of a pure white Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra) which was 
shot in January, 1906, near Newcastle-on-Tyne, and is now 
in his collection. Mr. W. C. Wright sends a photograph of a 
female Water-Rail (Rallus aquaticus) which is nearly white, 
but is mottled on the under-parts. The legs and feet were of a 
"lightish p ink" and the bird was shot on December 15th, 
1908, in co. Down, Ireland. Mr. A. W. Thornthwaite writes 
that he saw on March 20th, 1900, near Godstone, a Redwing 
(Turdus iliacus) with the tail and rump almost entirely white 
and with a band of white on the mantle just below the nape. 

CHIFFCHAFF IN SUSSEX IN WINTER.—Mr. R. Morris reports 
(Zool., 1910, p. 158) that he saw a Chiffchaff at Buxted on 
January 13th, 1910. Chiffchaffs have frequently been 
observed in the winter in England, but it should be noted that 
a specimen sent to Mr. Eagle Clarke from Orkney, where it 
appeared to be wintering with another example, on February 
5th, 1908, proved to be the Siberian Chiffchaff (P. tristis) 
(cf. Vol. I., p. 382), and it is possible that the Chiffchaffs 
which occasionally winter with us are of this species, and not 
P. rufus. I t would be interesting to secure such birds in order 
to make sure of their identity. 

WHITE WAGTAIL NESTING ON FAIR ISLE.—Mr. Eagle Clarke 
records (Ann. Scot. Nat. Hist., 1910, p. 67) that a pair of 
Motacilla alba reared a brood during the summer of 1909 on 
Fair Isle. This is believed to be the first record of the bird 
nesting in Scotland. 

STABLINGS EATING WHEAT.—Dr. J. E. H. Kelso brings 
forward evidence (Zool., 1910, pp. 144-149) to show that 
Sturnus vulgaris eats wheat from the time it is sown until the 
blade is sprouting from the ground. Dr. Kelso considers 
that this habit has been acquired during the last twelve years 
or so, but he concludes that the bird does more good than harm 
taking the whole year round, and it is from this standpoint 
that we require much more exact information before the 
Starling or, indeed, any other bird can be condemned as 
noxious. 
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CEREMONIAL GATHERINGS OF THE MAGPIE.—With reference 
to Mr. F. J. Stubbs' note on this subject (Vol. III. , p. 334), 
Mr. F. B. Kirkman writes us that similar gatherings have been 
noted in the case of Jays, notably by Mr. W. H. Hudson in 
Birds and Man (p". 232), while further accounts of the gatherings, 
both of Magpies and Jays, have been recorded by M. Xavier 
Raspail in the Bulletin de la Societe Zoologique de France 
(XXVI., p. 104). 

GREENLAND FALCONS IN IRELAND AND SCOTLAND.—Mr. D. C. 
Campbell records (Irish Nat., 1910, p. 103) the following 
examples of Falco candicans, which seem additional to those 
already mentioned (Vol. III., pp. 307 and 329), as having 
occurred in Ireland during the past winter :—November 20th, 
1909, female at Burton Port and another near Killybegs ; 
December 30th, a male at Dunfanaghy ; in the middle of 
December, a female at Glenties ; in the first week in January, 
1910, one seen at Inch, Lough Swilly, and about the same time 
a male near Deny. In the Field (14, v., 1910, p. 860), Mr. J. J. 
Neale notes that one alighted on a steam-trawler on November 
27th, 1909, in the Atlantic, a good many miles south of Ireland, 
and about the same time another alighted on a steam-trawler 
off the south-west of Ireland. Both birds were very tired and 
allowed themselves to be captured. Messrs. Harvie-Brown 
and Eagle Clarke record {Ann. Scot. Nat. Hist., 1910, p. 119) 
the following nine occurrences in Scotland :—December 15th, 
1909, one shot, and December 25th one seen at Barra ; one 
seen late in December near Inverbroom; one seen in December 
at the Flannan Isles ; an adult female seen on January 4th, 
1910, near Pitlochry ; an adult male seen on January 23rd 
near Blairgowrie ; one seen on January 25th at the Flannan 
Isles; one said to have been shot early in the year on 
Schiehallion ; another seen during most of January in South 
Uist. 

SCOTTISH HERONRIES.—Mr. H. Boyd Watt gives (Ann. Scot. 
Nat. Hist., 1910, pp. 68-70) additions and corrections to his 
list of heronries noted in Vol. II., p. 244. 

SCOTTISH RECORDS OP THE AMERICAN BITTERN.—Mr. Hugh 
S. Gladstone gives (Ann. Scot. Nat. Hist., 1910, pp. 70-74) 
a very useful detailed summary of the seven occurrences of 
Botaurus lentiginosus recorded for Scotland. Full details are 
given regarding an example recorded as killed on Dinwiddie 
Moors near Jardine Hall, Dumfriesshire, in the middle of 
October, 1844, and this record seems to have escaped the 
attention of the authors of our standard works. 
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GEESE IN FAIR ISLE.—Mr. Eagle Clarke records (Ann. Scot. 
Nat. Hist., 1910, p. 67} that a number of Pink-footed Geese 
(A. brachyrhynchus) appeared on Fair Isle during the wild 
weather from October 7th to 18th, 1909. The bird appears 
to be an addition to the avifauna of Shetland. During the 
first three months of 1909 several single Barnacles (B. hucopsis) 
were seen at intervals, and in October an injured B. brenta 
was captured. 

MOULT OF THE GREAT BUSTARD AND NOTES ON OTHER 
BIRDS IN CAPTIVITY.—In his Presidential Address to the 
Yorkshire Naturalists' Union (December 11th, 1909), Mr. 
W. H. St. Quintin states (Nat., 1910, p. 112), that the Great 
Bustards (Otis tarda) which he has in captivity moult their 
wing-feathers gradually with the rest of their plumage during 
the late summer and autumn, and that they do not 
shed their primaries all together, as has been stated by 
various writers. Mr. Abel Chapman, whose experience of 
wild Great Bustards in Spain has been very extensive, states 
positively that they cast " all quill-feathers (as wild geese 
do) almost simultaneously. Hence, at the end of May, they 
become for a time incapable of flight " (Wild Spain, p. 342). 
Mr. St. Quintin gives some interesting information (t.c, 
pp. 204-9) with regard to the nesting in his aviaries of the 
Waxwing (Ampelis garrulus), Snowy Owl (Nyctea scandiaca), 
and Raven (Corvus corax); a male Snowy Owl, which since 
its fourth year had been white, except for a few black spots 
on the tertials, had when about fifteen years old grown many 
spotted feathers on the wing-coverts. 

GREY PHALARORES IN FAIR ISLE IN WINTER.—Two Grey 
Phalaropes (Phalaropus fulicarius) are recorded by Mr. Eagle 
Clarke (Ann. Scot. Nat. Hist., 1910, p. 67) as appearing on 
Fair Isle singly, during the earliest days of 1909. 

BREEDING HABITS OF COMMON TERNS AND BLACK-HEADED 
GULLS.—In the Zoologist (1910, pp. 137-143) Mr. T. 
Hepburn has some notes on a colony of Common Terns 
(Sterna fluviatilis) and Black-headed Gulls (Larus ridibundus) 
in Colchester Harbour. No exact observations on the period 
of incubation could be made, but Mr. Hepburn infers that 
close-sitting lasts twenty to twenty-one days after the full 
clutch has been laid. Out of fifty-one nests of Common Tern 
thirty-six contained three eggs and fifteen two only; while 
twenty-five nests of Black-headed Gull had three eggs and 
nine two only. 
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