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MARKING BIRDS. 

PROGRESS OF THE " BRITISH BIRDS' " SCHEME. 

I AM glad to be able to report that so far as the number of 
birds marked is concerned, the results to date are extremely 
satisfactory. The demands for rings largely exceeded my 
expectations, and I regret that it was not always possible 
to supply them immediately in the quantities required. 
Between ten and eleven thousand rings have been sent out 
this year, and schedules recording the marking of between 
five and six thousand birds have already been returned. 

When all the schedules have been sent in, I hope to give 
further details of the number of birds marked ; meanwhile I 
take the opportunity of sincerely thanking those who have 
spent so much time and labour in marking. 

It is to be hoped that those into whose hands ringed birds 
fall will record their finds. It would greatly assist the enquiry 
if every reader of BRITISH BIRDS would advertise as widely 
as possible the fact that these birds have been ringed, and 
would point out that it is essential that we should be 
informed of (1) the number on the ring ; (2) the place where 
found, and (3) the date when found of every marked bird 
recovered. 

H. F. WITHERBY. 

SONG-THRUSH BUILDING IN A HEAP OF BRICKS. 

THE nest shown in the accompanying photograph is that of 
a Song-Thrush (Turdus musicus), and was built in a heap of 
bricks at Skelmersdale, Lancashire, on the road-side. The 
nest was found in April, 1910, but the young were not 
hatched. 

F. C. HILL. 
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NEST OF A SONG-THRUSH IN A HEAP OF BRICKS AT 

SKELMERSDALE, LANCS. 

BLACKBIRDS AND SONG-THRUSHES NESTING ON 
THE GROUND. 

EVERY now and then instances of Blackbirds (Turdus merula) 
and Song-Thrushes (T. musicus) nesting on the ground are 
recorded as though this habit were something very unusual. 
In the Wealden district of Kent and Sussex this habit is not 
at all unusual and I have long been familiar with nests on the 
ground in such situations as the sides of hedgerow-banks and 
in the sides of ditches. Indeed, in this district such nests are 
quite common. Another situation, which is also quite common, 
is on the " stubs " in the coppice-woods, which abound all 
over the Weald, and on which the nests are seldom raised more 
than an inch or two from the ground-level and are often at 
ground-level. Rather more favourable opportunities this 
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year for making observations enable me to offer some explana
tion for this " low-nesting" habit. The early nests of 
these species are often built before the leaf is out, and are 
almost always three or four feet from the ground in coppice, 
hedgerow or on a " stake and binder " fence, and it is a matter 
of experience that very few of the eggs laid in them escape 
the notice of the Jays (and perhaps other predatory birds or 
mammals) that abound throughout the woodlands. As a 

BLACKBIRD'S NEST IN A CLUMP OF GRASS. 

(Photographed by N. F . Ticehurst.) 

general rule the low-built nests are the later ones, built towards 
the middle of May, they often contain no more than three eggs,. 
and are evidently second or even third attempts at breeding. 
It is very suggestive, therefore, that the birds are becoming 
aware that greater concealment is necessary, if they are to 
nest successfully, and thus this low-building habit is gradu
ally being acquired, and may in time become general. 
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The accompanying photograph is of a Blackbird's nest in a 

tuft of grass in the middle of an open orchard, and was taken in 
the district above referred to. N. F. TICEHUBST. 

LATE RING-OUZEL IN KENT. 
IT may be of interest to record that on June 7th, 1910, I saw 
a single male Ring-Ouzel (Turdus torquatus) at Edenbridge, 
Kent. There was no sign of a pair of birds, but in any case 
this would appear to be an unusually late date for this species 
on migration. H. H. FABWIG. 

REDSTART AND BLUE TIT LAYING IN THE SAME 
NEST. 

ON May 19th, 1910,1 was surprised to find a nest at Eastwell, 
Kent, containing eggs of both the Redstart (Buticilla phoeni-
curus) and the Blue Tit (Parus cceruleus). There were six 
eggs of each species. After watching the tree for about five 
minutes I saw a pair of Blue Tits fly into the branches, and 
almost at the same time the female Redstart went into the 
hole and stayed there. The Blue Tits afterwards flew away. 
The nest was evidently built by the Redstart, judging from 
the materials used in its construction. Both the eggs of the 
Redstart and those of the Blue Tit seemed perfectly fresh. 
Unfortunately I was unable to visit the spot again, but 
thought the note might perhaps interest your readers. 

H. R. TTTTT. 
[A good many instances are on record in which Redstarts' 

eggs have been found together with those of other species. 
Among these may be mentioned the Great Tit (Parus major), 
Blue Tit (Parus cceruleus), Penduline Tit (Mgiihalus pendu-
linus), Robin (Erithaeus rubecula) and Pied Flycatcher 
(Muscicapa atricapilla). As a rule the Redstart is ejected by 
its fellow lodger, and it would have been interesting to know 
by which species the young were finally reared.—F.C.R.J.] 

TWO BROODS REARED IN THE SAME HEDGE-
SPARROW'S NEST. 

NBAE the end of May I found at Worcester Park, Surrey, a 
nest of a Hedge-Sparrow (Accentor modularis) with three 
young and one egg. A couple of days later the young flew. 
About a fortnight later, on examining the nest again, I found 
a Hedge-Sparrow sitting upon three freshly-laid eggs and the 
old addled one which had been left in the nest. I have no 
proof that this bird is the same individual which reared the 
first brood in this same nest, but it seems likely that this is 
the case. T. R. WARD. 
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THREE LONG-TAILED TITS FEEDING YOUNG IN 
ONE NEST. 

THIS spring (1910) I had. a nest of a Long-tailed Tit (Acredula 
caudata) pointed out to me ; the nest was situated in a gorse-
bush about three feet from the ground. On April 30th the 
young were hatched out ; the day was rather dull for photo
graphy, so I decided to visit the nest again. Just as I was 

ONE OF THREE ADULT LONG-TAILED TITS FEEDING YOUNG 
AT THE SAME NEST. 

(Photographed by Smith Whiting.) 

leaving my photographing tent, however, I noticed two birds 
in the gorse-bush, and I distinctly heard a " cheep cheep " 
on my left close to the tent ! This aroused my curiosity. 

On May 4th I again put up the tent, and I then was able 
to confirm my suspicions about three birds feeding at the same 
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nest. I am not certain about the sexes, but one bird, with an 
extra long tail (photograph enclosed) I took to be a cock, and 
two others, which also fed assiduously, I thought were hens. 

On coming out of the tent I laid up close to the nest and 
distinctly saw all the three birds near the nest at the same 
time with food. SMITH WHITING. 

[Cases of four adult Long-tailed Tits at one nest were 
referred to in Vol. I., pp. 32 and 62. Instances of three birds 
in attendance on the young in one nest have come under my 
notice, both in the case of the Long-tailed Tit, and the Swallow 
(Hirundo rustica). In both cases the number of young was 
normal.—F.C.R.J.] 

GOLDEN ORIOLES IN DERBYSHIRE, WESTMORLAND 
AND FIFESHIRE. 

ON May 20th, 1910, I received a letter from Mr. C. H. WeUs, 
in which he informed me that a pair of Golden Orioles (Oriolus 
galbula L.) had been seen at Cratcliff Tor, near Bakewell, and 
that the male bird had unfortunately been killed. Sub
sequent inquiry showed that the two birds were seen on May 
14th ; the male was killed by a small boy, but had been bat
tered about the head by Jackdaws which were pursuing it. 
The other bird disappeared and has not been seen since. On 
examining the cock bird I found that it was not in fully adult 
plumage, but retained the median stripes on the breast-
feathers, and had the back washed with dusky-olive instead 
of bright golden-yellow. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

[An immature male was picked up dead at Brathay, near 
Windermere, on May 16th, 1909 (D. L. Thorpe and L. E. 
Hope, Zool., 1910, p. 184). This appears to be the first 
recorded occurrence of this bird in Westmorland. It will 
be remembered that a Golden Oriole was got in Dumfriesshire 
on April 30th, 1909 (c/. Vol. III., p. 379). An adult was found 
dead on May 16th, 1910, in the policies of Dhuloch House, 
Inverkeithing, Fifeshire (W. Eagle Clarke, Ann. Scot. Nat. 
Hist., 1910, p. 182).—H.F.W.] 

A RED-BACKED SHRIKE'S "LARDER." 
ON June 19th, 1910, I went with a gamekeeper into a wood 
at Castle Rising, Norfolk, to see a nest which he had found 
of a Red-backed Shrike (Lanius collurio). The nest was in 
an elder bush and was about five feet from the ground, and 
contained five eggs, which had been incubated for about a 
week. The keeper had not found the " larder," but after a few 
minutes' search we found it in a hawthorn tree about twenty-
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five yards from the nest. The " larder " consisted of a young, 
almost fully-fledged, Blue Tit, two young Pheasants, which 
had not been touched, and two more young Pheasants which 
were half eaten, and the remains of several other young birds 
which were too far gone to be identified, only a few feathers 
remaining sticking to the thorns ; in every case the birds 
were impaled by the thorns running through their throats. 
Although I looked carefully I could not see any beetles, or 
anything else but young birds. The birds were not grouped 
together, but were scattered about nearly all round the tree. 
On July 5th I visited the nest again, and found that in the 
meantime the eggs had been taken ; on going to look at the 
" larder," I found that all the young birds had disappeared, 
with the exception of one of the young Pheasants, which had 
been untouched at my first visit, and of which now only a 
leg and a few feathers remained. I saw the keeper again 
before I left, and he told me that he had seen the Shrikes 
several times in the hawthorn tree since we first discovered the 
"larder." N. TBACY. 

RED-BACKED SHRIKE IN NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE. 
ON June 20th, when on an expedition with my friend 
Mr. Masefield near Whiston (a village in North Staffs.), we 
came across the nest of a Red-backed Shrike (Lanius collwio), 
containing four young birds almost ready to leave the nest, 
and also an addled egg. The nest was in a very exposed 
position, characteristic of this species, and we had very little 
difficulty in ringing and photographing the occupants. These 
birds rarely visit the northern part of the county, and are 
very irregular in their appearance in the more hilly districts, 
so that this occurrence is quite worth noting. 

T. SMITH. 
[Formerly a pair bred annually about seven miles north-

north-east of Whiston, just across the Staffordshire boundary, 
in the parish of Thorpe, but I regret to say that owing to 
persecution the birds have abandoned the locality of late years. 
A pair is also recorded as breeding near Cheadle in 1908 
(N. Staffs. F. Club Sep., Vol. XLIV., p. 71).—F.C.R.J.] 

GREENFINCH SWALLOWING FMCES OF YOUNG. 
WHILST photographing a Greenfinch (Ligurinus chloris) feeding 
young, I saw the hen deliberately swallow the faces of the 
young. 

There was no doubt about this, for on one occasion there 
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were two to be disposed of, and after swallowing them the 
hen bird stayed some time at the nest. 

H, W. FORD-LINDSAY. 
[The habit of swallowing the fceces of the young is, of course, 

common in many species, and has often been recorded, but 
it is interesting to have definite records of this habit in various 
species. Whether the bird sometimes swallows and some
times carries away the fceces or regularly does either should 
be noted.—EDS.] 

LATE STAY OP A BRAMBLING IN IRELAND. 
ON June 13th, 1910, near the sea coast at Ballywalter, co. 
Down, I observed and watched at close quarters a male 
Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla). It was feeding amongst 
Chaffinches on manure by the roadside. It was very tame, 
but was perfect in plumage, and had not been in confinement, 
at any rate recently, I should say. 

I several times heard what I took to be another bird 
answering the harsh, characteristic call of the bird seen. 
This second bird was, however, some little distance away, 
and as I could not get a view of it, I am unable to say with 
certainty that it was another Brambling, although I am fairly 
confident that it was one. 

This appears to be a very late date for this bird. 
J . BEDDALL SMITH. 

[Mr. R. J . Ussher (Birds of Ireland, p. 63) has no record for 
a Brambling later than April in Ireland.—EDS.] 

CROSSBILLS NESTING. 
IN ESSEX. 

I HAVE already reported (Vol. III . , p . 409) that two pairs 
of Crossbills thought to be breeding were seen at Bardfield 
(not Bradfield) at the end of March, 1910. I am now able to 
confirm the nesting, as two nests were found during April. 
From one of these the young had flown. The other nest, 
although completed, was never tenanted. 

J. BEDDALL SMITH. 

IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

I THINK it will be of interest to put on record that Crossbills 
bred in the neighbourhood of Cheltenham this year (1910). 
I have heard of several nests and obtained one with eggs in 
April. It was built in a Scotch fir. Two young birds were 
being fed by their parents in the same tree in which was the 
nest with eggs. E. T. CLARKE. 

r 
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IK KENT. 

ON May 20th, 1910, in company with Mr. C. Stedman, of 
Ashford, Kent, I investigated a spot where we thought Cross
bills might possibly be breeding. A narrow wood borders 
a marsh beneath the North Downs, not far from Ashford, 
and the wood is margined on either side with a belt of Scotch 
pines. Cones, newly worked by Crossbills, were beneath 
several trees, and soon we located five or six birds in one 
tree, all busy working at the cones. In the tree next this 
we found a typical Crossbill's nest, placed at the end of a 
branch from fifteen to twenty feet in length, and about 
seven feet from ground-level, but overhanging a ditch with 
banks four feet deep. There were no eggs, but the nest 
appeared to be just finished. On May 22nd there were two 
eggs. Mr. Stedman visited the nest on the 25th, as I was 
unable to go, and reported that there were five eggs. 

H. R. TFTT. 

IN NORFOLK. 

THE Crossbills (reported antea, p. 22) still seem to be fairly 
plentiful in the Castle Rising district. On June 19th I paid 
a visit to the wood where the Crossbill's nest was found, and 
had a chat with the keeper who found it. He told me that 
about six weeks ago he saw a good many family parties of 
young Crossbills in the wood, and on several occasions he 
watched them being fed by the parent birds. So there 
evidently must have been several other nests besides the one 
I recorded. While I was in the wood I heard some Crossbills. 
Later on hi the morning I met another keeper, and he told 
me that they seemed to be forming into flocks again, and that 
he had seen flocks of sixteen or seventeen for the last three 
mornings. Both of these keepers are most reliable men, and 
are both quite familiar with the Crossbill—in fact, they were 
the first to notice their presence at Castle Rising. The Cross
bills have now been in this locality for quite a year. 

N. TRACY. 

IN SUSSEX. 

ON April 24th, 1910, in the neighbourhood of East Grinstead 
I discovered two young Crossbills about six or eight days 
out of the nest, the call-note being very similar to that of 
the adult. They appeared to be of a dull brown plumage, 
the breast being streaked and spotted with a darker tint. 
Although I remained some little time in the vicinity nothing 
was to be seen of the parent birds. H. H. FARWIG. 
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IRRUPTION OF CROSSBILLS. 

KENT.—On June 26th, 1910, I saw three lots of Crossbills in 
the same locality near Tenterden, as those referred to 
by Dr. C. B, Tieehurst (cmtea, p. 53). Two of the lots 
were small, containing seven and four birds respectively ; 
while the third was a flock of some twenty birds. They 
were all wild and restless, feeding for a few minutes only 
at one spot, and then flying off for some distance ; their 
habits in this respect differing markedly from those 
watched early in the year, and suggesting that the birds 
were on the move and their visit merely that of passing 
migrants (N. F. Tieehurst). 

NoEFOtK.—On May 30th, 1910, I saw twenty-six Crossbills 
near Potter Heigham (E. L. Turner). They appear to 
have left the Swaffham district, the last being seen on 
June 15th {Rev. E. T. Datibeney). 

ST. KILDA.—Immediately on my arrival at St. Kilda on 
July 7th, 1910, I saw a child playing with a small bird. 
On examination this proved to be a Crossbill in a starved 
condition. The child told me that he had found it on 
the shore a few minutes before I landed. It was so 
weak from want of food that it was not able to fly. One 
of the natives told me that there were plenty of the same 
kind of birds on the island, but I found that he thought 
it was a Sparrow with a deformed beak ! I think this is 
the first record for the Crossbill on St. Kilda (0. G. Pike). 

SiTKBEY.—A party of four on the North Downs near Wolding-
ham on June 26th, 1910, and two at Limpsfield on July 
17th (Howard Bentham). 

WAEWICKSHIEB.—A flock of fifteen in the Earlswood district 
(no date). A flock on December 18th, 1909, at Stratford-
on-Avon (F. Coburn, North Staffs. F. Club Rep., Vol. 
XLIV., p. 113). 

WORCESTERSHIRE,—Plentiful at Stourport (no date) (F. 
Coburn, North Staffs. F. Club Rep., Vol. XLIV., p. 113). 

WESTMORLAND.—A pair on April 30th, 1910, one on May 2nd 
and a flock of fifteen to twenty about May 10th at Ray-
rigg Wood, Windermere (D. Q. Garnett). 

LARGE CLUTCH OF EGGS OF THE WRYNECK. 
THI large number of fourteen eggs was laid by a Wryneck 
[lynx torquilla) this season at Pett, Sussex, all of which were 
duly hatched out, but, unfortunately, the hole in the tree 
being very small, the young were nearly all suffocated, only 
five being eventually reared. H. W. FGRD-LINDSAY. 
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A GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER'S NESTING-
HOLE. 

I N the early part of June, 1910, I had an opportunity of 
observing in Kent a Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dendrocopus 
major) preparing its nesting-hole. The site chosen was the 
bole of a beech-tree. The cavity was hewn by the bird in dead 
wood, which, however, was not decayed, and which was so 
hard that little or no impression could be made upon it by 
the finger-nail. Notwithstanding the hardness of the wood, 
the excavation was completed, from start to finish, in about 
eight days. The mass of white wood-chips resulting from the 
bird's operations presented a remarkable appearance, and 
closely resembled a snow-drift, extending a couple of yards 
from the base of the tree. Unfortunately, the Woodpecker 
was evicted by a Starling as soon as the nesting-site had been 
completed, but before she left the locality the Woodpecker 
laid one egg a short distance from the nesting-tree. 

EDWABD EABLE. 

TAWNY OWL NESTING IN A RABBIT-BURROW. 
A TAWNY Owl (Syrnium aluco) nested in a rabbit-hole this 
year at Sheringham, Norfolk, and brought off four young ones. 
The hole had a large mouth and the nest was about three feet 
down. H. M. UPCHER. 

THE PRESENT STATUS OF THE BRITISH KITE. 
A TEW years ago the continued existence of the Kite {Milvus 
ictinus) as a British species seemed doomed. The bird (except 
for a rare straggler at long intervals) was, and indeed still is, 
confined to Wales, and in 1905 the total number surviving 
was believed to be only five. Those who had up to that time 
done their best to keep the Kites alive were fain to admit 
that their doom seemed sealed, and some even suggested 
that eggs should be imported from the Continent and placed 
in the nests of Buzzards ! Had this been done, and had the 
experiment been successful, it need hardly be pointed out 
that the Kite as an indigenous species would nave imme
diately been lost, and been replaced by an introduced bird. 
Fortunately, in 1905, Mr. E. G. B. Meade-Waldo took up the 
duty of protecting the Kites on behalf of the British Ornitho
logists' Club, and the result of five years of unremitting care, 
and the expenditure of much money, has been that the British 
Kite, if not now safe, is at all events so far increased in numbers 
that its extinction is unlikely. A little while ago Mr. Meade-
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Waldo reported progress to the members of the British Orni
thologists' Club (cf. Bull. B.O.C., XXV., pp. 82-3). In 1905 
four young were reared, raising the total to nine. In 1906 
three young were known to be reared, raising the total to 
twelve. In 1907 the Kites appear to have increased by four ; 
while in 1908 six nests were known, yet no young seem to 
have been reared owing to mishaps. In 1909 seven pairs 
were known, but only one young one appears to have fledged. 
Thus in 1909 fifteen birds in any ease were known to exist, 
and there may very well have been more in the wild country 
they frequent. This year Mr. Meade-Waldo tells me the good 
news that out of four nests watched six young ones are safe, 
and we may hope that the other pairs have been equally for
tunate. Thus in five years the number of Kites has been 
raised from five to well over twenty. 

It is painful to have to admit that this result has only been 
achieved by force. That is to say, the nests have been watched 
night and day to prevent their being robbed by the collector 
of rare British eggs or his agent. The extinction of any 
creature in any area is a deplorable loss to science, yet many 
of those who would not hesitate to jeopardise the existence of 
any rare British breeding-bird by taking its eggs have the 
audacity to call themselves scientific, and it has become 
necessary for those who take a more correct view to spend 
their time and money in protecting ornithology from " orni
thologists " ! 

The collecting of " British taken " eggs is a mania, and it 
can be called nothing else, which is an undoubted and 
dangerous menace to the science of ornithology. 

H. F, WITHERBY, 

ON THE FOOD OF THE COMMON HERON. 
Osr June 6th, 1910,1 visited a well-known heronry and found 
that the nests contained young in all stages of growth and 
some eggs not yet hatched. On leaving the trees some of 
the old birds vomited up half-digested food, and two specimens 
which I examined consisted of eels and moles. The stomach of 
a bird about a week old contained two eels, each six inches 
long, the remains of what appeared to be water-beetles, and 
several shrimps; the latter had been turned quite pink by 
the digestive process. There were also in the stomach several 
long pieces of grass and some macerated wood-fibre, as well 
as two dead, but freshly-swallowed, oak-twigs, the larger 



86 BRITISH BIRDS. 

being about 50 by 3 mm., the other much, smaller. Whether 
these twigs were swallowed accidentally or whether they aid 
digestion, as do stones and grit in graminivorous birds, it is 
hard to say. CLAXJD B. TICEHTTBST, 

INLAND NESTING OP THE SHELD-DUCK IN 
CHESHIRE. 

ALTHOUGH the Sheld-Duck (Tadoma cornuta) has been known 
to nest at a distance from salt-water, and in some parts of 
its range is said to do so regularly, it is usually spoken of as 
entirely maritime in its breeding-habits. In Cheshire the bird 
has greatly increased in numbers during the last few years, 
and pairs now nest regularly at some distance from the coast. 
For four years pairs have nested on the sandy banks of Oak-
mere, a water in Delamere Forest, eight miles distant from the 
Mersey Estuary, the nearest salt-water. In or about the year 
1900 a pair first selected this site ; the eggs were dug out of 
the rabbit-burrow and put under a hen, but only two young 
birds were reared, and they were subsequently killed by foxes. 
In the springs of 1907, 1908 and 1909, I saw Sheld-Ducks 
on several occasions on Oakmere, but it was not until this 
year that I learnt that birds had nested in each of these three 
seasons. Eaeh year the eggs were either taken for sitting or 
were robbed by collectors ; in no case were young brought off. 

Early in April, 1910, one, and sometimes two, pair of birds 
frequented the mere; I frequently saw them during April, 
May and early June, but I never felt sure that two ducks 
were sitting. On June 18th I saw a duck fly in from the north, 
as if she had come from the sea, and almost at once enter her 
burrow. Five young were seen outside the hole on the 23rd, 
and four were captured by the gamekeeper ; when I saw 
them on the 25th they were feeding well and looked healthy, 
but two died on the 26th and a third on the 27th ; the fourth 
was doing well when I last saw it—on July 16th. The game
keeper saw a pair of old birds with seven young on the water 
on June 27th, but within two or three days both young and 
old had vanished ; he concluded that these wrere the brood 
of the second pair, but it is possible that he did not see all 
the young on the 23rd. I cannot say what became of the 
birds ; it is possible that the parents started to walk them to 
the sea, an almost impossible feat attempted by a pair which 
nested on the banks of the Weaver, four miles inland, in 
1907 ; but it is more likely that foxes, which abound in the 
neighbourhood, destroyed all the young. T. A. COWABD. 
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AMERICAN WIGEON IN ANGLESEY. 
OK June 21st, 1910, and again on June 23rd I spent several 
hours with Mr. J. Steele Elliott and the Rev, D. Edmondes 
Owen watching an American Wigeon (Mareca americana) 
on the lake at Presaddfed, near Holyhead. The bird usually 
consorted with a bunch of Teal, and, whether in the company 
of the other ducks or alone, was full of nervous activity, 
constantly on the alert, and rose on the wing at the least 
alarm. It was indeed only by careful stalking that we were 
able to approach it, and everything in its appearance and 
behaviour negatived the idea that it had escaped from cap
tivity. Strong as it was on the wing, it had some difficulty 
in keeping up with the Teal when the birds were in full flight, 
and generally lagged, the last bird in the bunch. Aided by 
binoculars and a telescope we were able on each day to get 
near enough to the Wigeon to study its plumage in detail 
and to identify it with certainty. An adult drake, it seemed 
to be in full breeding-dress, and its intense black under tail-
coverts as yet showed no sign of the white feathering that 
marks the assumption of the eclipse-plumage. The crown 
was very pale grey—in some lights almost white, though not 
the pure white of the patch in front of the black under tail-
coverts, a patch which was seen to extend from the belly 
right over the rump when the bird raised its wings. The 
sides of the head and the neck were hoary, and a broad ill-
defined green streak extended from the eye backwards and 
then downwards. The bill was greyish-blue with a black 
tip. The lower neck, breast, back and sides were vinaceous ; 
the belly white ; the primaries and rectrices very dark grey, 
appearing at a distance to be quite black. The pale shoulders 
and the white on the wing-coverts, which formed a conspicuous 
broad bar across the wing when the bird was in flight, were 
concealed by the vinaceous feathers of the flanks when it was 
at rest on the water. CHAS. OLDHAM. 

WOOD-SANDPIPER AND RUFFS IN KENT IN JUNE. 
As it is unusual, perhaps, for Wood-Sandpipers (Totanus 
glareola) and Ruffs (Machetes pugnax) to be present in the 
south of England in June, it may be worth noting that when 
watching birds in company with other ornithologists in west 
Kent on June 11th, 1910, we saw in two places a Wood-
Sandpiper (it may possibly have been only one bird) and three 
Ruffs and one Reeve. Two of the Ruffs were in full summer-
plumage and the third had an incomplete " frill." We also 
saw a flock of five other birds which we thought were Ruffs, 
but they were too wild to enable us to identify them with any 
certainty. H. F. WITHEBBY. 
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CURLEW NESTING IN NORFOLK. 
A NEST of the Curlew (Numenius arquata) was found on May 
15th, 1910, on a fen in west Norfolk. The nest contained 
four eggs, which had been incubated for about a week, and 
although I did not see the nest myself, I know the gentleman 
who found it, and can vouch for its authenticity. I am also 
familiar with the locality, and have seen the pair of Curlew 
there several times since the nest was found. 

N. TRACY. 

BLACK TERN IN BEDFORDSHIRE. 

WHEN at Woburn on May 17th, 1910, with Mr. H. Boyd Watt, 
I saw a Black Tern (Hydrochelidon nigra) at one of the ponds 
there. JOHN PATERSON. 

MARKED SANDWICH TERN APPARENTLY 
NESTING IN ITS FIRST YEAR. 

THE watcher over the Sandwich Terns {Sterna canliaca) at 
Ravenglass, Cumberland, informs me that early in June, 1910, 
he watched, through his glasses, a Sandwich Tern upon its 
nest, containing two eggs, and distinctly saw a metal ring 
upon its leg as it approached its nest. Mr. Smalley and 
I marked forty-two Sandwich Terns as nestlings at this 
colony last summer, and as the keeper is quite certain that 
no Sandwich Terns were marked there in any previous year, 
it seems almost equally certain that this is one of those which 
we marked there as a nestling last year, and, if so, is interest
ing in showing that the birds are apparently in adult plumage 
and breed in their first year and also that the young return 
to their birth-place to nest. H. W. ROBINSON. 

FOOD OF THE NESTING LESSER BLACK-
BACKED GULL. 

DURING two visits paid to a nesting-colony of Lesser Black-
backed Gulls (Lams fuscus) in Westmorland I made 
an examination of the nature of the food of these birds and 
found it to be of a most miscellaneous character. Garbage, 
entrails and other slaughter-house refuse comprised the greater 
part of the food found on the nesting-site, but the remains 
of small crabs were also found in large numbers, as well as 
the small pink shells of the tellen (Macoma balthica = Tellina 
solidula), either deposited in heaps in a complete condition, 
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as if disgorged from the crop, or found ground up in the 
excreta. No other shells were seen, which is interesting in 
view of the fact that the species is said to be very destructive 
to cockles, which it is said to obtain by treading the sand 
until they come to the surface. In view of this statement 
I searched diligently for such shells, without any success 
whatsoever. 

The fish remains were not too numerous, although a fair 
number of eels' skeletons were in evidence, and some of small 
flounders, and also the remains of three small sea-trout of 
about a pound to two pounds in weight. Garbage picked off 
the shore was found in the form of a few dead rats, kittens, 
Guillemots, etc., and upon our first visit we were very much 
struck by the number of heads of domestic poultry, as many 
as seven being found together on one small feeding " table," 
and the birds must have discovered some place where a large 
number of poultry had been killed for the market. We saw 
also the remains of a few young rabbits, and although such 
miscellaneous articles as tallow-candles do not seem to be 
despised as an article of food, these Gulls do not seem to prey 
upon the toads and vipers which appear to flourish among 
them. It is interesting to note that a brood of Pheasants 
was found almost in the midst of the colony, and that the keeper 
rears Pheasants on its borders without any trouble from the 
Gulls, although I know for a fact that they can be very destruc
tive to young Pheasants when other food is scarce. Some 
heaps of very large dead earthworms were also found. There are 
recognised feeding " tables " throughout the colony, where 
the grass and heather are trodden flat, and to which paths 
lead from all directions through the thick heather and under
growth. On our first visit to the colony, on June 24th, the 
young were in all stages of development, a few being already 
on the wing and a few eggs yet unhatched ; but on July 8th, 
when I visited them again, all the eggs had hatched and all 
the young seen were fully feathered, with the exception of 
three or four, whose heads were still in the down although 
the birds were almost full grown. The mortality among the 
young is very small, only four young ones and one adult being 
found dead, the latter being found on the occasion of my 
last visit. 

We only managed to ring one hundred and five of the young, 
because our first visit was unfortunately made on a pouring 
wet day, when many of the young looked more dead than 
alive, and were not marked for that reason. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 
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ON THE FOOD AND FEEDING-HABITS OF THE 
RAZORBILL. 

ON June 30th, 1909, I visited one of the loftiest stack of rocks 
of the Scilly group for the purpose of watching the various 
sea-birds which breed there. Upon reaching the summit, 
some 140 feet high, I found myself in the midst of a colony 
of Razorbills (Alca torda). Many of these birds sat in rows 
on the great rugged boulders piled up one above the other, 
which formed innumerable suitable recesses for nesting ; 

RAZORBILL CARRYING SAND-EELS TO YOUNG. 

(Drawn by F . W. Frohawk.) 

in these I found many young birds in down, of various 
sizes, but none more than half grown. The old birds appeared 
fearless of my presence ; they sat quite still in rows only a few 
feet away, simply staring at me. A large number were con
tinually arriving and leaving the rocks, and several brought 
in fish for their young ; now and again these fortunately 
settled close to me, when they gave me excellent opportunities 
for observation. I counted as many as twelve small fish in 
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the bill of one bird at a time, all arranged in a regular row 
at right angles to the bill, in the manner shown in the accom
panying drawing, from a sketch I made soon after watching 
the birds. 

In every instance I noted the only fish carried to the young 
were sand-eels or launce {Ammodytes lanceolatus). 

It is stated by Howard Saunders in his Manual, that the food 
of the Razorbill " consists of small fish, which are carried 
diagonally in the bill—not at right-angles, as in the Puffin." 
And Dr. Patten, in his Aquatic Birds of Oreat Britain and 
Ireland, also remarks that sprats, carried diagonally in the 
beak, form the principal diet. 

The sand-eel forms the chief food of the Razorbill and 
Puffin at the Scilly Islands, and it may be that only this 
particular kind of fish is held by the Razorbill in the way 
shown in the drawing, which is the only position I have seen it 
held by both the Puffin and Razorbill. I t would be very 
interesting to learn how the Razorbill contrives to fill its 
bill with so many fish at once. Does it catch and kill or 
disable one before catching another ? If they are held alive 
how does it manage to catch one after the other without 
loosing the hold of those already in the bill ? Considering 
that sand-eels are remarkably rapid in their movements, it 
must require even greater rapidity and skill on the part of 
the Razorbill to catch them in the way it does. 

Unlike the Cormorant, Shag, and many other aquatic birds, 
the Razorbill uses its wings under water ; in fact, while fishing 
it flies under the surface, and this is a great aid in securing its 
prey. The disproportionately small size of the wings of the 
Razorbill, Guillemot, and Puffin renders them especially 
well adapted for use under water. Although the wings of 
these birds are so small in proportion to the bulk and weight 
of their bodies, it is remarkable how rapidly they fly when once 
well on the wing, but in rising from the surface of the water 
they spread out their feet laterally. The following weights 
and measurements of these three species I took directly after 
shooting them :— 

Razorbill.—Expanse of wing varying from 25 inches to 
27§ inches ; wing from carpal joint to tip of longest primary 
from 7 J inches to 8 inches ; total length from 16 inches to 
16| inches ; weight from 1 lb. 3J ozs. to 1 lb. 6 ozs. 

Guillemot.—-Expanse of wing varying from 24 | inches to 
27J inches ; wing from 1\ inches to 7 | inches ; total length 
from 16 inches to 17 | inches ; weight from 1 lb. 11 ozs. to 
1 lb. 13 ozs. 
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Puffin.—Expanse of wing varying from 21J inches to 
2 1 | inches ; wing from 6£ inches to 6 \ inches ; total length 
from 11J inches to 12J inches ; weight from 1 1 | ozs. to 
1 4 | ozs. 

The Common Tern has an expanse of wing of 31 inches, 
and weighs 4 ozs. Yet with this comparatively great extent 
of wing its flight is much less rapid in a direct line than tha t 
of the species mentioned above. F . W. F R O H A W K . 

L A T E F I E L D F A R E I N K E N T . — M r . Collingwood Ingram saw 
a single Turdus pilaris flying over Thanet on May 17th, 1910 
(Zool, 1910, p . 227). 

N E S T I N G - H A B I T S OP THE W E E N . — C a p t a i n R. B. Campbell 
writes to the (Field, June 25th, 1910, p . 1112) giving details of a 
case in which a " cock's nest " of a Wren (Troglodytes parvulus) 
built while incubation was proceeding, was left unlined for 
quite six weeks and then lined and eggs deposited in it . In 
the issue for Ju ly 2nd (p. 52) Mr. H . S. Davenport remarks 
t ha t he has always found tha t some " cock's nests " are 
lined and used for breeding purposes after a period of a 
month or six weeks, while others are merely used for roosting 
purposes and remain unlined. The object of the well-known 
"cock ' s n e s t s " has always been a debateable point 
but there is no doubt tha t they are frequently occupied for 
roosting purposes in au tumn and winter. Mr. J . Whitaker 
(Notes on the Birds of Notts, p . 55) mentions a case where a 
nest was left untouched for seven weeks after completion 
before eggs were laid, and tha t this nest was used again in the 
following season! 

BLTJE-HEADED WAGTAIL B R E E D I N G IN W I L T S H I R E . — I n 
Vol. I . , p . 89, we published an interesting observation by 
Mr. G. Dent on Motacilla flava flava breeding near Marlborough 
in 1907. I t is satisfactory to learn from the Report of the 
Marlborough College Natural History Society for 1909 tha t a 
pair of these birds was again discovered in 1909 in the same 
meadows by Mr. Dent , and t ha t although he failed to locate 
the nest, he subsequently saw the young after they were 
fledged. 

PROBABLE BLACK-HEADED W A G T A I L I N NORFOLK.—Mr. J . 
Rudge Harding has sent us an account (which he has already 
communicated to the Field, 2, vii., 1910, p . 52) of a Yellow 
Wagtail which he saw on June 17th, 1910, and again on 
June 19th in north Norfolk. Mr. Harding describes the 
bird as apparently like the Yellow Wagtail (M. rail), 
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but with a jet-black head. In subsequent correspondence 
Mr. Harding gives the following observations :—" The bird 
iew for a moment to a wire-fence and I had just time to get 
my glasses on it, before it flew again. All I could see was the 
striking black head, which extended quite to the nape . . . 
I was so amazed at this unexpected sight that details as to 
chin or eye-stripe escaped me. The bird otherwise seemed to 
be practically a Yellow Wagtail, of which there were many in 
the marshes where this one appeared. Two days later I walked 
across the same stretch of marsh accompanied by a friend. 
Suddenly the black-headed Wagtail flew past us, within three 
hundred yards of where I had seen it before, and we exclaimed 
simultaneously, ' There he is—a jet-black head ! ' " We 
think there is little doubt that the bird seen by Mr. Rudge 
Harding was an example of Motacilla flava melanocephala. 

WRYNECK IN CUMBERLAND,—An example of lynx torquilla 
was killed against telegraph-wires near Drumburgh on June 
27th, 1909 (D. L. Thorpe and L. E. Hope, Zool., 1910, p. 184). 
During the time Dr. Heysham lived in Carlisle (1778-1834), 
and up to about 1865, the bird was a regular summer-visitor 
to Lakeland ; from then until 1892 it became a rare straggler 
(cf. H. A. Macpherson, Fauna of Lakeland, p. 167). The 
authors above quoted say that it has only been recorded 
twice in Cumberland during the last fifty years. 

SHORT-EARED OWL NESTING IN ESSEX.—In 1896 Mr. E. A. 
Fitch recorded the nesting of the Short-eared Owl (Asio accipi-
Irinus) in Essex (cf. Vol. I., p. 314). The same observer now 
records (Zool., 1910, p . 270) the nesting of a pair in 1910 in a 
marsh near Northey. Unfortunately eight out of the brood 
of nine were killed by a mowing machine which cut into the 
nest. 

SUPPOSED OCCURRENCE OF THE SWALLOW-TAILED KITE IN 
SURREY.—Mr. T. Parkin has discovered a specimen of Elanoides 
furcatus at Guildford, which is said to have been shot some 
years ago at Chiddingfold (Zool., 1910, p. 270), but the history 
of the specimen is incomplete and unsatisfactory. 

GARGANEY ON THE SOLWAY.—A male example of Quer-
quedtila circia in eclipse-plumage is reported as shot " on 
Solway," presumably on the Cumberland side, on August 
14th, 1909 (D. L. Thorpe and L. E. Hope, Zool, 1910, p. 190). 
The Garganey is a very rare bird on the Solway, and we believe 
that Sir Richard Graham has during the last few years been 
breeding this species at Netherby. It is possible therefore that 
the specimen referred to was an escape. 
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POOD OV THE WOOD-PIGEON.—The crops of two Wood-
Pigeons {Columba palumbus) sent to the Editor of the Field 
by Colonel C. B. Reynardson, were found to be full of the 
caterpillars of two species of moths, the dotted border (Hy-
bernia progemmaria) and the mottled umber (H, defoliaria). 
Both species are said by the Editor to be destructive to forest-
trees, and Colonel Reynardson remarks that he has often 
found Wood-Pigeons to be full of these pests in May and 
June (Field, 18,vi.,1910, p. 1098). 

STONE-CURLEWS IN BEDFORDSHIRE AND CUMBERLAND.—• 
Mr. J. Steele Elliott saw a single (Edicnemus scolopax on May 
15th, 1910, at Sandy. The bird used to breed in Bedford
shire, but since 1890 it appears not to have done so, and indeed 
only to have visited the county twice (Zool., 1910, p. 227). 
One is also recorded as seen on March 27th, 1909, by Mr. 
D. Losh Thorpe near Carlisle (I.e., 1909, p . 197, and 1910, 
p. 187). 

BLACK TERNS IN YORKSHIRE.—On May 20th, 1910, Mr. 
Oxley Grabham saw six Hydrochelidon nigra near York, in a 
locality which is visited every year by this species (Nat., 1910, 
p. 278). 
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