
MOTES 
EECOVERY OF MARKED BIRDS. 

BLACKBIRDS (Turdus merula).—B.B., No. 6204, marked by Mr. 
R. Oswald Blyth at Skelmorlie, Ayrshire, on August 8th, 
1909. Recovered at the same place on July 19th, 1910. 
The bird was caught in the same fruit-nets where it was 
captured and marked as an adult a year before. 
B.B., No. 2049, marked by Mr. R. Oswald Blyth at Skel
morlie, Ayrshire, on June 6th, 1909. Recovered at the 
same place on August 8th, 1910. The bird was caught 
in the same fruit-nets where it was captured and marked 
as an adult a year before. 

SONG-THRUSH (Turdus musicus).—B.B., No. 4998, marked 
by Mr. J. Steele Elliott at Dowles, Salop, on May 26th, 
1910. Recovered at Bewdley, Worcestershire, on the 
25th June, 1910. The bird was shot in a fruit-field, and 
was reported by Mr. R. Crump. 

CUCKOO (Cuculus canorus).—B.B., No. 7152, marked by Mr. 
R. Oswald Blyth at Goathland, Yorkshire, on June 29th, 
1910, as a nestling, in a Meadow-Pipit's nest. Recovered 
at Southend-on-Sea on August 2nd, 1910. The bird 
was caught in a cricket net, and kept by Mr. G. Larman, 
who reported the occurrence to me, until August 3rd, 
when the ring was replaced and the bird released. 

WOODCOCK (Scolopax rusticula).—B.B., No. 334, marked by 
Mr. E. G. B. Meade-Waldo at Hever, Kent, on June 1st, 
1909, as a nestling. Recovered in the same wood on 
January 6th, 1910. The bird was shot, and was kindly 
reported by Mr. Meade-Waldo. 

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus marinus).—B.B., No. 518, 
marked by Lord William Percy at Monreith, Wigtown
shire, on June 2nd, 1909, as a nestling. Recovered at 
Glenluce, Wigtownshire, on May 5th, 1910. The bird 
was shot, and was reported by Mr. D. J. Matthews-
Frederick. 

BLACK-HEADED GULLS (Larus ridibundus).—B.B., No. 8820, 
marked by Mr. J. S. T. Walton at Denton Fell, Cumber-
H 
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land, on May 22nd, 1910, as a nestling. Recovered at 
Carsethorn, Solway Firth, on July 18th, 1910. The bird 
was found by Mr. John Kirkpatrick caught in a fish-net, 
and drowned by the following tide. 
B.B., No. 9591, marked by Major H. A. P. Magrath on 
Loch Spynie, near Elgin, on June 4th, 1910, as a nestling. 
Recovered at Cossiemouth on July 20th, 1910. The bird 
was reported by Mr. Brown. 
B.B., No. 30732, marked by Messrs. Robinson & Smalley 
at Ravenglass, Cumberland, on June 13th, 1910, as 
a nestling. Recovered on the River Wyre, Lancashire, 
on July 18th, 1910. The bird was found disabled or 
diseased by Captain R. F. Rodger. 
B.B., No. 30411, marked by Messrs. Robinson & Smalley 
at Ravenglass, Cumberland, on June 11th, 1910, as a 
nestling. Recovered at Maryport, Cumberland, on July 
20th, 1910. The bird was killed by flying against the 
gate of a goods-yard. The recovery was reported to me 
by the Rev. C. T. Phillips. 
B.B., No. 30843, marked by Messrs. Robinson & Smalley 
at Ravenglass, Cumberland, on June 13th, 1910, as a 
nestling. Recovered at Maryport, Cumberland, on July 
30th, 1910. The bird was apparently unwell, and was 
caught by a dog. The recovery was reported by Mr. 
Joseph Henderson. 
B.B., No. 31126, marked by Messrs. Robinson & Smalley 
at Ravenglass, Cumberland, on June 26th, 1910, as a 
nestling. Recovered at Thornton Hough, Chester, on 
July 21st, 1910. The bird was found dead on a lake, 
and reported by Mr. H. Whittle. 
B.B., No. 31034, marked by Messrs. Robinson & Smalley 
at Ravenglass, Cumberland, on June 25th, 1910, as a 
nestling. Recovered at Bispham, near Blackpool, on 
August 8th, 1910. The bird was shot, and was reported 
by Mr. William Riding. 
B.B., No. 30713, marked by Messrs. Robinson & Smalley 
at Ravenglass, Cumberland, on June 13th, 1910, as a 
nestling. Recovered (shot) on the River Usk at 
Newport, Mon., on August 15th, 1910. The recovery was 
reported by Mr. Rogers. 
B.B., No. 9473, marked by Mr. J. Murray, near Durisdeer, 
Dumfriesshire, on June 29th, 1910. Recovered at Paisley 
(Glasgow), on August 1st, 1910. The bird was shot, and 
was reported by Mr. Hector Buchanan. 
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UNEQUAL WING-STROKES IN FLIGHT. 
THE photographs here reproduced show that, when a Pigeon 
flies the two wings are not always in corresponding positions, 

but that they sometimes, 
for steering or balancing 
purposes, give unequal or 
different strokes. 

In Figure 1 the Pigeon 
is in very hurried flight. 
The right wing is raised and 
the left wing is lowered. 

In Figure 2 the lower 
bird on the right is just 
starting to fly from the 
window-ledge. 

Figure 3 Pigeon alight
ing ; the left wing is higher 

FIG. 1.—PIGEON IN HtriiKiED FLIGHT than the right. 
SHOWING ONE WING RAISED AND THE -n, VTT X I 1 ? i T , T 1 P V 

OTHER LOWERED. " " 1 1 B A m j J i ; Y ' 

F I G . 2.—THE LOWER PIGEON ON THE RIGHT IS 
STARTING TO FLY AND SHOWS UNEQUAL POSITION 

OF THE WINGS. 
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F I G . 3.—PIGEON ALIGHTING, THE LEFT WING IS 
HIGHEB THAN THE BIGHT. 

BLACKBIRDS AND SONG-THRUSHES NESTING ON 
THE GROUND. 

WITH regard to the notes on this subject (antea, pp. 74, 75), 
it is by no means unusual to come across instances of both 
Blackbirds and Song-Thrushes nesting on the bare ground 
among the moorlands of north Staffordshire. On the rough 
common they generally select a favourable site amidst the 
numerous heaps of quarry-stone, or beneath an overhanging 
ledge or rock, like the Ring-Ouzel. 

More rarely, but not by any means unusually, they will be 
seen nesting far out on the open moor, sometimes at the base 
of a small fir tree. Where rushes abound, however, one finds 
many nests—some on the ground, others among the stems 
very low down—from early April onwards ; they are mostly 
those of Blackbirds, and, being well hidden, are in many 
cases undisturbed. During the past spring alone, I saw five, 
all within fifty yards, in a very small rushy valley near my 
home at Whiston. T. SMITH. 

RING-OUZEL AND BLACKBIRD INTERBREEDING IN 
KENT. 

ON page 77 of the last issue Mr. Farwig notes the occurrence 
of a Ring-Ouzel (Turdus torquatus) in Kent on June 7th, so 
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it may interest your readers to know that in Gage Birds of 
July 14th, 1910, Dr. A. G. Butler records a ease of hybridism 
between this species and a Blackbird (T. merula) at Beckenham 
in Kent. On writing to Dr. Butler for further particulars 
lie tells me that the Ring-Ouzel was the hen. The first nest 
was built some seven or eight feet from the ground, and five 
young (two cocks and three hens apparently) were reared. A 
second nest was built in a Dorothy Perkins rambler in June, 1910, 
and by the 6th July two young birds had left the nest. At 
this date the young of the first brood were still about the 
garden, and Dr. Butler describes their plumage as follows :— 
" One male bird had three white spots on each side of the lower 
throat, the chin and throat otherwise buff, and the breast 
still more or less spotted ; the mantle showed strong indica
tions of ashy edging to the feathers, giving a laced character 
to the plumage. The second male had no decided white 
on the lower throat, but a narrow crescent paler than the chin 
and upper throat. In the females the chin and throat were 
pale buff. Of course, as with all young Thrushes, the breast 
was more or less spotted." I t is most unfortunate that Dr. 
Butler did not procure one of these most interesting birds. 

The Ring-Ouzel, according to Dr. Tieehurst, has only been 
known to nest in the county on three occasions, although it 
occurs regularly on migration, and has once been recorded 
as staying so late as June 21st. I t may be noted that wild 
hybrids are most likely to occur when one of the species is 
on the edge of its breeding-range, and is therefore unable to 
find a mate of its own kind. Paget's Pochard, the hybrid 
between the White-eyed Duck and Pochard, has generally 
been taken under such conditions. J . LEWIS BONHOTE. 

ROCK-THRUSH IN ORKNEY. 
MR. W. EAGLE CLARKE records in the Annals of Scottish 
Natural History (1910, pp. 148-9) the occurrence of an adult 
male of the Rock-Thrush (Monticola saxatilis) at the Pentland 
Skerries lighthouse on May 17th, 1910. There is only one 
previous authentic record of this species in the British Isles, 
namely, the one shot on May 19th, 1843, in Hertfordshire. 
Probably both these occurrences were due to the birds getting 
out of their course during their spring-migration. 

H. P . W. 

"UNUSUAL NESTING-SITES FOR THE GOLDCREST. 
THE photograph on p. 46 of the current volume of BRITISH 
BIEDS suggests nothing unusual to me, though I have no 
doubt that in other parts of the country the site chosen may 
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be unusual. Though I have found dozens of nests of the 
Goldcrest in Cornwall I have never yet seen one in the situa
tions mentioned as usual in many bird-books, e.g., in firs, pines 
and yews, though there are a good many of the two former 
in this neighbourhood (Penzance). I have, however, 
frequently found the nest in hawthorns, either in the bush 
itself or in honeysuckle growing over it. I can recollect at 
least six nests in such situations. Another common site is 
the side of an elm tree covered with ivy or honeysuckle, 
where I have found seven nests at least. I have also found the 
nest in an ash tree and several times in furze bushes. I was 
looking recently at three nests taken in this district—two 
were from furze bushes and had long prickles still attached 
to the outside of the nests, and the other was from a haw
thorn. A. W. H. HARVEY. 

SOME years ago I saw a nest of the Golden-crested Wren in 
a very similar position to that photographed by your corre
spondent, Mr. H. E. Forrest. It was hidden in a long streamer 
of ivy which hung down from a crab tree over a pool of water 
in the middle of a covert. The nest was about five feet above 
the surface of the water, and the position was all the more 
remarkable as the covert was mostly composed of ash trees, 
with only a few spruce trees. j \ A. MONCKTON. 

WILLOW-WREN FEIGNING INJURY. 

DIAGBAMMATIC SKETCH OF THE ATTITUDE 
OF THE WIILOW-WBEN FEIGNING INJUBY. 

ON July 14th I came 
unexpectedly upon a 
Willow-Wren [Phyllo-
scopus trochilus) with 
young, which were 
scarcely able to fly. 
The bird was evidently 
quite unprepared and 
much startled. To 
hold my attention 
while the young es-

' eaped, she flew on to 
some wooden palings 
and most realistically 
feigned injury. Stand
ing on her right leg, 
she trailed the left 
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behind her. The right wing was allowed to hang open, as 
if the humerus were broken, and the tail-feathers were spread 
out. The feathers at the throat and rump were puffed out, 
the head thrown on one side and the bill slightly opened. 
The bird gave several curious squeaky little calls, which were 
quite unlike the Willow-Wren's plaintive notes of alarm. 
She allowed me to watch her movements from a distance of 
a few feet, and did not assume an ordinary attitude until the 
young birds had taken cover in a dense potato-patch. As soon 
as she judged the danger to be past, she flew off into a small 
fruit-tree near by, and called to them in the usual way. 

0. KWQSLEY SIDDALL. 

GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER IN CORNWALL. 

As there seems to be some doubt as to the occurrence of the 
Grasshopper-Warbler (Locustella ncevia) in west Cornwall, 
I write to say that it is a regular summer migrant to the 
Penzance district, being plentiful in suitable localities every 
year. 

I have seen eggs taken in the district and found a nest 
containing five eggs near Marazion on June 30th, 1907. I 
have also obtained the bird. A. W. H. HARVEY. 

GOLDEN ORIOLE IN SUSSEX. 

ON May 14th, 1910, an example of the Golden Oriole (Oriolus 
galbula) was seen at Pett, and from the direction of the wind, 
and condition of bird (which had not the usual shy habits 
of the species), we concluded it had only just arrived. Keeping 
in the locality, it was observed on several dates until June 
19th, when it was most unfortunately shot at Udimore, a 
village about five miles from Pett. 

Mr. Bristow, of St. Leonards, had the bird for preservation, 
and it proved to be a male in fine condition. 

H . W . FORD-LlNDSAY. 

GREAT TIT LAYING IN A HAWFINCH'S DESERTED 
NEST. 

ABOUT May 10th, 1910, I found a newly-built nest of the 
Hawfinch (Ooccothraustes vulgaris) in a plane tree about 
thirty feet from the ground, near Maidenhead, Berkshire. 
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The nest was lined and appeared ready for eggs. A week 
later (May 17th) the Hawfinches were not at the nest (the 
weather had been wet and stormy). On that day I found 
another Hawfinch's nest with five fresh eggs two hundred yards 
away, built in a similar tree, very well hidden at the end of a 
lateral branch (the usual situation here). I believe this nest 
was made by the same birds. 

On May 21st I was passing the old nest when my attention 
was drawn to a pair of Great Tits (Parus major) hovering 
round the nest, which was close to a well-frequented path. 
I climbed up and found that the Tits had added a good thick 
lining of moss, fine grass and felted rabbits' fur and a little 
horse-hair to the nest, and laid therein eight perfectly fresh 
eggs. There are very few hollow trees or holes suitable for 
tits in this particular locality, and the Great Tit is quite 
abundant. 

I have found the Crested Tit building in old Kites' nests 
in the pine-forests of south Spain. I have also found Great 
Tits' eggs in Robins' nests, and once found an odd egg of a 
tit of some kind in a Thrush's open nest, but this is the first 
time I have found the Great Tit building in a perfectly open 
nest high up from the ground, and had I not watched the birds 
I should never have suspected such a thing. 

The Hawfinches round this district seem frequently to 
build one or more nests and not use them ; perhaps others 
have noticed this. F . W. PROCTOR. 

[In default of suitable nest-holes, it is not uncommon to 
find both Great and Blue Tits nesting inside open nests of 
other birds. I find notes of nests of the former species built 
inside nests of Song-Thrush, Blackbird and Hedge-Sparrow, 
while the Blue Tit has been found building inside nests of 
Song-Thrush, Blackbird, Hedge-Sparrow and Greenfinch. 
Both species also breed not infrequently in the foundations 
of large nests, such as those of the Rook, Magpie, Sparrow-
Hawk and squirrel. I am not aware that there is any previous 
notice of a Great Tit breeding in a Hawfinch's nest. A good 
photograph of a Great Tit's nest inside that of a Song-Thrush 
will be found in Nelson's Birds of Yorkshire, I., p. 110.— 
F.C.R.J.] 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER BUILDING IN OLD NESTS. 
INSTANCES have already been recorded of the Spotted Fly
catcher (Muscicapa grisola) using old nests of the Greenfinch 
and Swallow for nesting-purposes {Field, 1897, pp. 222 and 
307); but in both these cases no building-material was added. 
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It may therefore be worth recording tha t on Ju ly 14th, 1910, 
while examining some Swallows' nests on the horizontal 
beams of an old barn I was surprised to find three young 
Spotted Flycatchers occupying one of the old nests ; on 
July 17th, the young having flown, I examined this carefully, 
and found quite a large quant i ty of fresh moss had been added, 
together with a little hay and wool and some feathers as lining. 

On the same date I found, in some ivy covering a railway-
bridge, a second nest which had as its foundation an old 
Song-Thrush's nest, the cup of which was filled up with a 
large stone ; in this case the Flycatcher 's nest was quite 
complete and of the ordinary type and materials, simply 
resting on the Thrush's nest. A. G. L E I G H . 

[Instances of the Spotted Flycatcher utilising old nests of 
other species for nesting-purposes are very numerous, but in 
most cases some building-material is added. Among those 
species whose nests have been utilised we may mention : 
Song-Thrush, Blackbird, Mistle-Thrush, Greenfinch, Gold
finch, Hawfinch (on a t least two occasions), Chaffinch and 
Swallow. Even in ordinary nests the amount of material 
used varies greatly, and one nest in a hollow behind the hinge 
of a stable-door consisted merely of a few tiny fragments of 
moss round the edge.—F.C.R.J.] 

CROSSBILLS NESTING. 

PROBABLE N E S T I N G I N LINCOLNSHIRE. 

THE Crossbills reported as seen by me in the Hartsholme 
Woods, near Lincoln (Vol. I I I . , p . 410), appear to have 
remained in the district throughout June , 1910, though none 
seem to have been noticed during Ju ly . I have been hoping to 
get proof of the species having nested, as I know of no records 
of the finding of a nest in the county. A keeper to whom I 
pointed out the birds, and who has been observing them since 
last April, tells me tha t in May he watched a Crossbill gathering 
dry grass from the roadside and flying with it into the thick 
fir woods. I t is, therefore, practically certain t ha t the species 
has nested in these woods this year, though further proof is 
perhaps desirable. F . L. BLATHWAYT. 

I N SOMERSET. 

A NEST and four eggs are reported by Mr. W. J . Kempe (Field, 
4. vi. 10, p . 994) to have been found in a larch plantat ion in 
the village of Long Ashton, near Bristol, Somerset, on April 
28th, 1910. 
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CROSSBILL IRRUPTION. 
SCOTLAND.—In March and April, 1910, there was a marked 

increase of Crossbills in the neighbourhood of Meikleour 
(Perthshire), although Crossbills [probably of the 
Scottish race] are generally present there (Duchess of 
Bedford, Ann. S.N.H., 1910, p. 181). A party of 
seven seen on December 15th, 1909, in the Sinclair 
Hills (north-east coast) (W. Stewart-Menzies, t.c, p. 182). 

INCREASE OF THE STARLING IN CORNWALL. 
THE Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) has been increasing in the 
Penzance district for many years, though, contrary to what 
I have seen stated, it bred here at least fifteen years ago, and 
has done so in increasing numbers ever since. 

This year there have been many nests in the town itself, and 
its habit of blocking up water-pipes will doubtless soon make 
it what Carew terms " an over-familiar harm." 

A. W. H. HAEVEY. 

ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARDS IN SUSSEX AND 
BERKSHIRE. 

ON March 20th, 1910, while walking on the downs between 
Palmer and Lewes with my two daughters and my friend 
Captain Copp, I saw a Rough-legged Buzzard (Buteo lagopus) 
circling round; after observing it for some time it settled 
in some high thorn bushes about two or three hundred yards 
from where we were standing. On getting up again it was 
joined by a second bird, which, after circling round with the 
original bird for a very short time, flew away in the direction 
of Stanmer Park. The first, after flying round again, settled 
on a small tree farther away than its first resting-place. I was 
particularly struck by the first bird's extremely white head ; 
it was, I think, a female, as the second bird seemed slightly 
smaller. This bird was observed by several people during 
a long stay—some weeks, I believe, but I cannot find anyone 
who saw the two, except my own party. I went over the same 
ground five or six times within a short time, but saw nothing 
of the birds. Curiously enough, on going down to examine 
the ground over which the birds had been flying I found a 
breast-feather, and exactly a month later, about a couple of 
miles from the original place, I picked up a second feather, 
apparently recently dropped. I did not report the appearance 
of these birds at the time, as I thought, there might be a very 
remote chance of their staying to breed. It seems curious 
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that the bird should have continued to remain in one place, 
as it undoubtedly did, for some weeks during its breeding-
season, and on one occasion at least had a mate with it. I may 
add that it was seen both before and after I saw it. 

HERBERT LANGTON. 

ON August 1st, 1910, I had a very clear view of a Rough-
legged Buzzard at Beenham near Reading. Judging by its 
light colour I should presume it was an old bird. This seems 
an unusually early date for the appearance of this species. 
I have seen the Rough-legged Buzzard before in Berkshire : at 
Bradfield on October 19th, 1898, and a Buzzard, probably 
of this species, on July 27th, 1908. NORMAN H. JOY. 

[The birds reported by Mr. Langton do not appear to have 
been present during their breeding-season, which begins in the 
second half of May and early June.—EDS.] 

KESTREL NESTING NEAR LONDON. 
IT may be of interest to put on record that at " The Cedars," 
Lee, S.E., an estate only five miles from London Bridge, 
a pair of Kestrels (Falco tinnunculus) and a pair of Carrion-
Crows (Corvus corone), this year (1910), nested and successfully 
brought off their young. Kestrels and Carrion-Crows are to 
be seen at " The Cedars " every year, but I never located their 
nests before. Jos. P . GREEN. 

INCREASE OP THE TUFTED DUCK IN 
CHESHIRE. 

THE Tufted Duck (Fuligula cristata) is annually extending its 
breeding-range in Cheshire. Three or four pairs have 
frequented Radnor all spring, and though the best efforts of 
Mr. P. S. Graves and myself to find a nest have been unsuccess
ful, a brood of eight are on the mere at the present time 
(July, 1910), in charge of an exceedingly watchful mother. I t 
is very interesting to observe the restless activity of the 
youngsters ; they are constantly diving and splashing. 

M. V. WENNEB. 

GREEN SANDPIPERS IN BERKSHIRE AND 
DERBYSHIRE. 

ON July 24th, 1910, I flushed a Green Sandpiper (Totamis 
ochropus) from a ditch by the River Pang at Bradfield. The 
chief interest in this record is the unusually early date. One 
or two Green Sandpipers have haunted this part of the Pang 
throughout the last few winters. NORMAN H. J O Y . 
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A SINGLE Green Sandpiper was put up by me from the banks 
of the River Dove between Rooester and Norbury, Derbyshire, 
on July 12th, 1910. This is not, however, the earliest date 
on which I have seen this species in the district, for on July 
10th, 1908, I flushed another from the side of one of the 
ponds at Osmaston Manor. There seems to be little doubt 
that, as in the case of many other waders, these stragglers 
are non-breeding birds. F . C. R. JOTTRDAIF. 

A NEW NESTING-COLONY OF BLACK-HEADED GULLS 
IN MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 

WHEN my Vertebrate Fauna of North Wales was issued, no 
breeding-place of Larus ridibundus was known to exist in 
the county of Montgomery. I have just learnt, however, 
from my friend Mr. Vincent P. Lort, that quite recently a 
breeding-colony has come into existence by the lakes at 
Llanllugan—a remote spot amongst the bills. Up to this time 
the Black-headed Gull had only been known there as a casual 
visitor in stormy weather. If unmolested, this new colony 
will doubtless rapidly increase. H. E. FOBREST, 

ON THE POOD OP THE HERRING-GULL. 
O N July 23rd and 25th, 1910,1 crossed a patch of marsh where 
a large stand of Herring-Gulls (Larus argentatus) had been 
resting and found that their excreta and disgorgements 
consisted entirely of the shells of immature mussels, although 
I do not think for a moment that this food is their usual diet 
for the greater part of the year, but that it varies with the 
season, as I hope to show later when I have more fully 
investigated the subject. H. W. ROBINSON. 

UNUSUAL SITUATION FOR A LITTLE GREBE'S 
NEST. 

THE photograph here reproduced of the nest of a Little Grebe 
(Podicipes fluviatilis) is interesting on account of the unusual 
situation of the nest. The photograph was taken on May 8th, 
1910, at Radnor Mere, Cheshire, and shows the nest moored 
to some sticks rising from the bottom of the lake just inside 
the entrance to a little-used boathouse. Curiously enough, 
the only other Dabchick's nest containing eggs on the mere at 
the same time was in a similar situation—inside another 
boathouse. The former nest was subsequently destroyed 
owing to the boat being taken out, but no such misfortune over
took the latter, and the eggs were safely hatched. 

M. V. WENNER. 
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NEST OF A LITTLE GR E B E IN A BOAT-HOUSE ON E A D N O E M E R E . 

RED-SPOTTED BLUETHROAT IN THE CLYDE A R E A . — O n 
May 14th, 1910, Mr. G. Stout saw a specimen of Cyanecula 
suecica near Carmyle in the Clyde valley (Ann. S.N.H., 1910, 
p. 182). Mr. Stout is perfectly familiar with the bird through 
his work on Fair Isle. This is said to be an addition to the birds 
of the Clyde area and the second spring record for the Scottish 
mainland. 

LESSER WHITETHROAT IN THE CLYDE A R E A . — O n May 20th, 
1910, Mr. G. Stout saw an example of Sylvia curruca near 
Rouken Glen (Ann. S.N.H., 1910, p . 183). 

A PEEBLESSHIRE CHOUGH.—Mr. W. Evans writes to the 
Annals of Scottish Natural History (1910, p . 181) tha t he has 
a specimen of Pyrrhocorax graculus, said to have been shot near 
West Linton about 1872. 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKERS I N SCOTLAND.—The follow
ing occurrences of Dendrocopus major, of which form is not 
stated, are recorded in the Annals of Scottish Natural History, 
1910:—One December 15th, 1909, Sinclair Hills (north-east 
coast) (p. 182) ; an adult male on June 25th, 1910, in the 
Dunkeld district (Perthshire) (p. 183) ; one, from the middle 
of March to May a t Brora (Sutherland) (p. 183). 
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SUPPOSED BEE-EATER IN NORFOLK.—In the Field (28.V.1910, 
p. 949) there was a note from Captain S. E. Hollond concerning 
a bird which he and some friends had watched on May 13th, 
1910, at Mundesley, Norfolk (ef. Field, 18. vi. 1910, p . 1098). 
An editorial appended to the note pronounced that it was 
" evident " from Captain Hollond's description and a sketch 
which he had provided, that the bird was " a Bee-eater, 
M. apiaster." As the only description of the bird given in 
the note was to the effect that it " had no yellow at all and 
no red," I did not feel satisfied with the identification, and 
wrote to Captain Hollond for further particulars. These he 
has most kindly supplied as fully as he is able, and has also 
sent me his original sketch, from which it is at once evident 
that the bird was not an example of Merops apiaster, since the 
whole of the upper parts of the bird are marked as being green, 
with the exception of the crown, which is marked "dark 
blue." From the sketch and Captain Hollond's description of 
the bird's habits—" The flight was hawk-like; the wings 
were narrow. The bird took short flights, generally returning 
to the same tree "—it appears to have been a Bee-eater of 
some kind, and the colouring noted on the sketch fits that of 
Merops persicus very nearly, while the fact that " under the 
wings in flight could be seen rich chestnut," also points to the 
possibility that this was the species. I have sent skins of 
Merops apiaster and M, persicus to Captain Hollond, who 
writes me that " the bird was certainly not Merops apiaster," 
and that it was much like M. persicus, but appeared to differ 
in several details. I t is impossible to say what the bird really 
was, and I have discussed the subject in detail only to show 
that this cannot be accepted as a record of the occurrence of 
Merops apiaster in Norfolk.—H.P.W. 

AMERICAN YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO IN ARGYLLSHIRE.— 
Mr. H. S. Gladstone records {Ann. S.N.H., 1910, p. 184) that a 
specimen of Coccyzus americanus was found near the centre 
of the island of Colonsay on November 6th, 1904, and is now 
in the British Museum (Nat. Hist.). 

LITTLE BITTERN IN CORNWALL.—Mr. H. J. Welch records 
in the Field (23. vii. 1910, p. 200) that he has a male adult 
specimen of Arietta minuta which was caught by a dog near 
Land's End in April, 1910. 

EIDER DUCKS IN THE CLYDE AREA.—Mr. J. A. Harvie-
Brown notes (Ann. S.N.H., 1910, p. 183) the extension of 
Sotnateria mollissima to Loch Pyne, where several were observed 
in the winter of 1909 and spring of 1910, and remarks on tho 
southward extension of this species. 
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