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RECAPTURING MARKED BIRDS. 

BY 

C. B. TICEHTJRST. 

I N April, 1B08,1 commenced ringing birds with aluminium 
rings copied from Mr. Mortensen's pattern. These rings 
I made myself and stamped them with my address and 
a number. My object was to ascertain :— 

i. Whether individuals of any species nested in their 
winter-haunts. 

ii. Whether individuals nested in the place of their 
birth. 

iii. Whether individuals returned to the same place 
to nest each year. 

iv. To throw some light on the migrations of individuals. 
Realizing that this last task was beyond the power of 

the efforts of any one individual, since the number of 
birds which I could ring in a year would be a mere drop 
in the ocean, I induced Mr. Witherby to take the matter 
up on a large scale through BRITISH BIRDS, and in 1909 
the scheme was started with which the readers will be 
familiar. 

I t has, however, occurred to me that more might be 
done by those with sufficient time at their disposal to 
gather facts regarding the first three points. 

I t is obvious that in order to throw light on these three 
questions some means must be sought of taking birds 
alive without injuring them, and there are several ways 
of doing this which I have utilized with success :— 

i. The ordinary clap-net. Any bird-catcher would 
make one of any size desired. I t is not difficult to learn 
how to set up, and I have had fair success with it, 
but it can only be worked at times when birds will come 
down to food placed between the nets (unless call-birds 
are used), and, of course, it requires constant attention. 
I t is a useful method of obtaining Robins, Hedge-Sparrows, 
Tits and Pinches. 



RECAPTURING MARKED BIRDS. 237 

ii. The fall. A frame eight feet each way is covered 
loosely with small-meshed net. The frame is supported 
by a thin pole at an angle of forty-five degrees with the 
ground and food is put under it for some days. The 
frame is made to fall by pulling the supporting pole 
away by means of a long string. This is useful for the 
same birds as No. 1, and works best in sharp weather. 

iii. Catching birds at roost. This can easily be done 
by hand with birds roosting in thatches, ricks and holes 
in trees. I t may also be done with the help of a " bat 
fowling net " with birds which roost in bushes and 
hedges. This is simply a piece of small-meshed net 
about six feet square put on two poles. One person 
holds the poles up above his head and another goes along 
the other side of the hedge and beats it. When birds 
fly out into the net the two poles are brought together 
so as to make the net into a bag. 

iv. Wire, cage-trap. This I have found to be the 
simplest method of taking birds in winter and spring. 
The cage is made of one-inch meshed wire-netting and 
is six feet long, four feet broad and four feet high. At the 
centre at one end and on the ground is the only entrance, 
which is funnel-shaped and two and a half inches wide 
at the orifice, which is flush with the netting. The 
funnel made of the same netting runs inside the trap 
and is six to eight inches long Food must be put inside 
the cage and a little constantly sprinkled at the entrance. 
The great advantage of this trap is that it is self-working 
and need only be visited every hour or so ; when not being 
worked the entrance can he plugged. I find a butterfly-
net the best thing for taking the birds out of the trap, 
and this is put through a join in the net at the top of 
the cage. Birds do not damage themselves in the cage, 
nor do they seem very scared, for I have taken the same 
Blue Tit four and five times in one day and the same one 
on many days during the month. 

v. Taking birds at nesting-time. Most traps will not 
work at this time owing to the abundance of inseet-food, 
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but birds which nest in holes of trees and in nesting-
boxes can be easily taken at dusk when on the nest or 
at daytime when building. Some desert the nest, but 
if quickly ringed and put back I find the majority do not 
desert, neither do they if caught in the hole when feeding 
young. Those that desert quickly build again. 

When it is necessary to remove a ring in order to 
ascertain the number, insert the tip of a small penknife 
at the junction of the two ends of the ring and turn the 
knife through a right angle. Care should be taken not 
to touch the leg of the bird with the knife. 

In many oases the number of the ring can be ascertained 
by holding the ring up whilst on the leg so that the light 
falls on the inside of the ring. 

I have already reported (Vol. III., p. 399) the case of 
the ringed Swallow which returned to the place the year 
after it was ringed, and the following records of birds 
which I have caught and ringed and subsequently re
captured may prove interesting :— 

Starling (S, vulgaris).—Nestling in a hole in a tree in 
an orchard, ring No. 50, 22. v. 1908 ; caught on nest in 
a nest-box in same orchard, 25. iv. 1910. 

Starling.—Nestling (one of eight) in a cherry tree, 
ring No. 72, 22. v. 1908 ; picked up wounded at Berck 
Plage, near Boulogne, Prance, 8. x. 1908. 

Starling,—Same brood as No. 72, ring No. 76, 
22. v. 1908 ; caught on nest in a nest-box one hundred 
yards from birthplace, 26. iv. 1910. 

Stai'ling.—Nestling (one of four), ring No. 241, 
23. v. 1909 ; found dead a quarter of a mile away, 25. 
vi. 1909. 

Starling.—Nestling, same brood as No. 241, ring 
No. 243, 23. v. 1909 ; shot in a cherry tree eight miles 
to the south, vii. 1909. 

Blue Tit (P. cceruhus).—Caught in a clap-net, ring No. 
53, 9. ii. 1909 ; re-caught in a clap-net, 14. Hi. 1909; 
i-e-caught in a trap, 29. i. 10 ; re-caught in a trap, 28. ii. 
1910. 
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Blue Tit (adult).—Caught in a trap, ring No. 501, 
8. ii. 1910 ; re-caught in same trap nearly every day till 
5. hi. 1910. 

Blue Tit (adult).—Caught in a trap, ring No. 530, 
20. iii. 1910 ; caught on nest, same place, 1. v. 1910. 

Great Tit (P. major) (adult).—Caught in a trap, ring 
No. 481, 22. ii. 1910 ; re-caught in same trap, 4. iii. 1910. 

My results, though not large, are sufficient to show 
that people with more time at their disposal than I 
have would be certain to obtain very valuable results 
by making use of such means as are described above. 

I may add that I have never yet met with a case of 
any injury being done to a bird's leg by ringing. 


