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T H I S , the Fifth Report of the B.O.C. Migration Committee, 
will be welcomed by all students of migration. I t is in the 
same form as the previous volume, bu t is considerably more 
bulky, chiefly by reason of a great increase in the records for 
the autumn of 1908, and in the separate chronological accounts 
of the movements a t the Lights in the spring of 1909 and 
in the au tumn of 1908. There seems to us little benefit 
to be derived from these separate accounts of the movements 
a t the Lights, since all the information is contained in other 
parts of the reports, and pages 191-221 and 279-331 might, 
perhaps, have been omitted. We are glad to see in this report 
tha t the Committee have widened the scope of the inquiry 
to include records published in current li terature. I t is 
unfortunate tha t the Scottish spring-records are not 
available for the purposes of these B.O.C. Reports . In the 
spring of 1909, for example, single Redstar ts (R. phoenicurus) 
were seen a t extraordinarily early dates in Scotland, 
a t Fair Isle on March 22nd, and a t Lerwick (Shetland) 
on March 28th, while the first mainland Scottish record 
came from Carmichael on April 19th (Ann. S.N.H., 1909, 
p . 195) ; but in the Migration Report now under review 
the bird is first recorded on April 4th (Hants), and in 
the extreme north of England not until April 21st, two days 
after the Scottish mainland record. On the other hand, the 
Garden-Warbler (S. hortensis) is first recorded from Scotland 
on May 10th (Ann. S.N.H., 1910, p . 196), although it had 
reached Westmorland on April 27th. The Tree-Pipit (A. 
trivialis) was noted on Fair Isle on April 6th, a few days after 
its first appearance in the south of England. The House-
Martin ( C urbica) was seen in Scotland before it was noted 
in the north of England, and it is evident tha t a careful com
parison of the two sets of records would well repay the labour 
involved, could some arrangement be made by the Migration 
Committee to have access to the Scottish reports in t ime. 
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Turning now to interesting items which may be parti
cularized, we have the first Blackcap (8. atricapilla) recorded 
from Lancashire on March 12th, the second from Northumber
land on March 15th, and the third from Hampshire on March 
17th, and the next not until April 2nd. It seems clear that 
these three early individuals had wintered not far away. 
A Chiffchaff, another bird which occasionally winters here 
(c/. Vol. II., p. 247 ; Vol. IV., p. 30), was observed in Cornwall 
on February 3rd, and these winter Chiffehaffs, as suggested 
above on page 30, may possibly be P. tristis. A Common 
Sandpiper (T. hypoleucus) in Lancashire on March 21st may 
also refer to a bird which had wintered in our islands. 
Fieldfares (T. pilaris) are recorded up to May 19th in 
Cumberland and Cheshire, and to May 23rd (in flocks) in 
Northamptonshire. Eeed-Warblers (̂ 4. streperus) were seen 
in Buckinghamshire on April 5th—an early date. A Wryneck 
(/. torquilla) is recorded from Durham on May 13th and one 
from Cornwall on May 9th. Cuckoos (G. canorus) are recorded 
in March from Sussex on the 27th, in Cornwall on the 29th, 
in Surrey and Yorkshire on the 31st. The Land-Rail 
(C. pratensis) was again very scarce in the south-eastern 
counties, A Bluethroat (C. suecica) is recorded from the 
Shipwash Light-vessel (Suffolk) on the night of March 22nd. 
Black Redstarts (B. iitys) were seen in Kent on April 15th, 
and in Yorkshire on the 24th. A Great Grey Shrike (L. 
excubitor) was seen at Monachty (Cardigan) on May 8th, 
and a Golden Oriole (O. galbula) at Penrhyndeudraeth 
(Merioneth) on May 8th. A good many Honey-Buzzards 
(P. apivorus) are recorded for September and October, 1908. 
Two Garganeys (Q. circia) were seen near the Land's End on 
May 5th. Two Scoters (CE. nigra) were seen at Northwood 
(Middlesex) on April 24th. A Grey Phalarope (P'. fulicarius) 
was killed and " many " were seen at the Smalls Light 
(Pembrokeshire) on the night of October 23rd, 1908. 

H.F.W. 


	Reviews
	Report on the Immigrations of Summer Residents in the Spring of 1909 ; also Notes on the Migratory Movements and Records received from Lighthouses and Light-vessels during the Autumn of 1908 by the Committee appointed by the British Ornithologists' Club. (Forming Vol. XXVI., Bull. B.O.C. Edited by W. R. Ogilvie-Grant.)




