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THE WOOD-PIGEON DIPHTHERIA: 1909-10.—III. 

DURING the winter of 1909-10 the readers of BRITISH 

BIRDS were asked to majke notes of the occurrence of 
Wood-Pigeon Diphtheria, and send in their results on the 
schedules provided. Of fifty communications sent in 
thirty gave positive evidence of the disease, while the re
mainder were negative. I must here thank those who 
have so kindly assisted by sending in schedules. 

During 1908-9 there was evidence only from eight 
localities of this disease whereas in 1907-8 there was a 
marked epidemic.® During 1909-10 the numbers of 
Wood-Pigeons affected did not come up to those of 1907-8, 
though there were considerably more than in 1908-9. 

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION.—AS in 1907-8 most of 
the records of any numbers of Wood-Pigeons suffering 
from disease came from the south-eastern counties, 
though the distribution was not so markedly confined to 
the neighbourhood of the Thames Valley as it was then. 
The chief centre seemed again to be in the following 
counties: Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, Oxfordshire, 
Hampshire and Wiltshire, and numbers of diseased birds 
were noted at two places in Kent and Sussex, and some 
in Surrey, Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire. Further 
west there were records of a fair number in Dorset and 
Devonshire, and many at one place in Gloucestershire. 
Further north sporadic cases were reported from 
Northamptonshire, Warwickshire, and from several 
places in Norfolk, a few in Cheshire, while fair numbers 
were reported from one place in southern Westmoreland. 
From Scotland and Ireland only (very few) negative 
reports were received. 

GENERAL REMARKS.—Out of fifty reports received, 
only eight indicated that Wood-Pigeons were more 

* For the results of the first enquiry see Vol. I I . , pp. Q9-77 ; and for 
the second Vol., I I I . , pp. 213-214. 
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numerous than in past years ; in three of these places, 
in northern Lincolnshire, south-west Surrey and eastern 
Morayshire—there was no evidence of disease ; in the 
remaining five" localities—in Dorset, Gloucestershire, 
Norfolk, Berkshire and Hertfordshire—fair numbers of 
diseased birds were noted, except in Norfolk. 

The counties from which reports were received indicat
ing a high percentage of disease were Hertfordshire, 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Hampshire, Devonshire, 
Dorset, Gloucestershire, Sussex, Kent, and Westmoreland, 
but the numbers in these counties did not seem to 
approach those noted in 1907-8. Most observers agreed 
that the numbers of immigrant Wood-Pigeons were much 
fewer than usual, and in some places none came at all; 
and it seems clear from the evidence of two observers, 
that in at least two localities the disease broke out in 
native birds, though in a few other cases it was remarked 
that there was no disease until migrants from elsewhere 
appeared. Though some occurrences were recorded in 
November and December, the majority of cases seemed 
to have occurred in January and February. Both old 
and young birds were noted to be affected, and one 
observer found a nestling in November with the disease. 

The supply of acorns and beech-mast seems in most 
places to have been an average one, but in parts of 
Devonshire and Norfolk acorns were apparently more 
plentiful than usual, and the same applies to the beech-
mast in parts of Hampshire, Gloucestershire and Devon
shire. 

There was no evidence in the reports received of trans
mission of the disease, and no record of any other species 
being found dead of this disease; and two observers 
stated that where the disease was noted, although 
numbers of game and other birds abounded, no birds 
except Wood-Pigeons were found affected. 




