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" BRITISH BIRDS " MARKING SCHEME. 

IN addition to those already acknowledged, I have received 
subscriptions towards the expenses of the " Marking Scheme " 
from the Hon. N. Charles Rothschild, Mr. W. Mayall (third 
subscription), Mr. Howard Bentham, Mr. M. Portal, Mr. W. 
Davies, Mr. C. F. Archibald and Miss M. Garnett. 

I am very glad to be able to report that the response to 
my appeal for funds towards the expenses of the Marking 
Scheme has been sufficiently encouraging to enable me to 
decide to issue whatever rings may be required for the coming 
season. I should mention, however, that the amount received 
does not yet cover the costs incurred last year, so that more 
subscriptions will be most welcome. 

By the advice of several experienced " ringers," I am making 
certain alterations in last year's arrangements. 

1st. A list of birds with the size of ring suitable for each 
will be issued. 

2nd. The sizes will be designated by numbers, and new 
sizes will be introduced as follows :— 

No. 1 size = former " small " size. 
No. 2 size = former " medium " size. 
No. 3 size is a new size for Black-headed Gulls, etc. 
No. 4 size = former " large " size. 
No. 5 size is a new size for Gannets, Cormorants, etc. 

3rd. The " instructions" on the back of the schedules 
have been revised, and should be carefully read. 

All those who are willing to assist in the ringing this year 
should apply for a list of the birds, so that they can determine 
how many rings of each size they will require. Those who 
have rings and schedules left over from last year should use 
these before applying for new ones. H.P.W. 

REMOVAL OF FMCES BY BIRDS. 
IN reference to the notes that have appeared on this subject; 
it may interest readers of BRITISH BIRDS to know that my 
experience is that it is only the female birds that swallow 
the fceces. The female Song-Thrush nearly always swallows 
them, and I am inclined to think that these form her chief 
food-supply during the time of feeding the young. My 
bioscope pictures clearly show how she will wait at the nest 
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after feeding and ravenously snatch up the faeces, while the 
male bird carries them away. This also applies to the Black
bird. The female Chaffinch will swallow them ; the male 
picks them up and drops them some distance away from the 
nest. Also the Linnet. All the Warblers tha t I have watched 
seem to carry them away. OLIVER G. P I K E . 

[There is evidently considerable individual variation in 
this habit . In 1897 when I first observed the habit in the 
Mistle-Thrush I noted t ha t both parent-birds undoubtedly 
swallowed the faeces of the young in the nest I watched, and 
I suggested tha t the habit might save the t ime of the parent-
birds in procuring food for themselves, since there was likely 
to be nourishment in the fceces (cf. Knowledge, 1898, p . 66). 
Writing of a pair of Blackbirds, which he watched incessantly 
for a whole day, T. D. Weir states (MacGillivray, British 
Birds, I I . , p . 96), " except in one or two instances, the Black
birds swallowed all the droppings of their brood." He makes 
the same observation concerning the Mistle-Thrush (p. 124) 
and the Song-Thrush (p. 138), and it is clear tha t in all three 
cases both parent-birds are referred to .—H.P.W.] 

E X T R A O R D I N A R Y NEST-BUILDING. 

O N April 22nd, 1906,1 was walking along a hedge near Croydon 
when I came across a couple of Hedge-Sparrows (Accentor 
modularis) in a very excited state and vociferating loudly. 
I watched for a time to see what was the cause of it, thinking 
tha t some enemy was near. I found, however, t ha t each 
bird was building a separate nest in the hedge, and so close 
together tha t the nests were touching. The birds were not 
quarrelling, and from their actions I should judge them to be 
a pair. The photograph here reproduced shows the nests, 
which, however, were never finished, nor were eggs laid in 
them. 

Another case of extraordinary nest-building came under 
my notice a t a farm in Hampshire in the spring of 1905. In 
this case a pair of Chaffinches (Fringilla cmlebs) made no less 
than nineteen a t tempts a t nest-building, two of which resulted 
in finished nests. In one of these a brood of young was hatched, 
and afterwards deserted owing to the nest being inspected by 
one of the men on the farm. 

The nests were built in an open cowshed, along the front 
of which ran a beam supporting the rafters which held the 
roof. The nests were placed on this beam in between the 
rafters. Those a t either end of the beam were mere founda
tions about an inch high, but as the middle of the beam was 
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reached the nests on either side became larger and more 
finished, the two central ones being quite finished. These 
were not secured to the beam in any way, and could be taken 
out and replaced without injury. C. W. COLTHRTTP. 

TWO NESTS BUILT SIDE BY SIDE BY ONE PAIR OF 
HEDGE-SPARROWS. 

(Photographed by C. W. Colthrup.) 

ARRIVAL OP THE REDSTART IN 1909. 
WITH regard to the remarks on the date of the arrival of the 
Redstart (Euticilla phoenicurus) in the spring of 1909, in the 
review of the last B.O.O. Migration Report (swpra p. 294), it 
may be worth noting that I saw one at East Dulwich on 
March 28th in that year. C. W. COLTHRUP 

BLACK REDSTART IN CARNARVONSHIRE. 
ON December 27th, 1910, I was sauntering on the Great 
Orme's Head, North Wales, and at a spot locally known as 
Pentrwyn I glanced from the walled road, which encircles 
the headland, downward at the sea, and simultaneously a 
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female Black Redstart (Ruticilla titys) flew from a heap of 
stones near the base of the seaward side of the wall, but alighted 
a few yards further along the cliff. Though the bird was not 
a moment at rest, I had three or four excellent views of it 
through my binoculars before it disappeared. 

A Black Redstart was seen on Traeth Mawr in 1888 (cf. 
Vert. Fauna N. Wales, p. 82), but, as I am unable to tell 
whether it was on the Carnarvonshire or the Merionethshire 
side of the estuary, I cannot readily say whether the present 
record is the first or second for the county. Perhaps Mr. 
Haigh will place the matter beyond dispute ? 

R. W. JONES. 

[Mr. Caton Haigh informs us that this bird was got on the 
Merionethshire side.—EDS.] 

BLACK REDSTART IN WIGTOWNSHIRE. 
I HAVE to record an occurrence of the Black Redstart (Ruticilla 
titys)—the first, I believe, for Wigtownshire. On January 
15th, 1911, while walking over a piece of rocky waste-ground 
near the sea, about a mile to the south of the little village of 
Port Patrick, I flushed the bird, and before it disappeared 
over a hillock I caught a glimpse of the reddish colouring of 
its tail. I followed and when it rose again, distinctly saw 
the reddish tail. As the bird was rather shy I approached 
again cautiously, and watched within a few yards for several 
moments before it flew off. I t was very nearly as large as a 
Rock-Pipit, the back, wings and head being of a brownish 
grey. When it flew off again, I saw quite plainly the reddish-
chestnut outer tail-feathers, the rump being of the same 
colour. I saw the bird once more at close-quarters before it 
flew down to the rocky slopes at the base of the cliff, but, 
although I climbed down after it, I did not find it again. 

JOHN N. KENNEDY. 

SONG-PERIOD OF DARTFORD WARBLER. 

WITH reference to the Messrs. Alexander's interesting article 
on the song-period of birds (pp. 274-8), the following notes 
regarding the Dartford Warbler (Sylvia undata), which 
are based on four years' observation in Surrey, will perhaps 
be of interest. 

The bird sings occasionally during the latter half of March, 
under favourable weather-conditions ; regularly from early 
April to the middle of July, especially towards evening ; less 
frequently during the last two weeks of July, and casually 
in the first few days of August. 
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I have heard the song on a few occasions during September, 
but further observations are necessary before I can publish 
a decisive statement as to the period of autumnal singing. 

HOWARD BENTHAM. 

CHIFFCHAFF IN KENT IN WINTER. 
ON December 19th, 1910, near Tunbridge Wells, I saw a 
Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus rufus) which seemed to be quite 
vigorous and in good plumage. I t was uttering the usual 
call-notes (not the song) frequently, and I noticed that it was 
distinctly yellowish on the breast ; these two facts seem 
sufficient proof that it was not Phylloscopus tristis. I also 
saw the dark legs, and so knew that the bird was not a Willow-
Wren. A few days later I saw what I suppose to have been 
the same bird quite half-a-mile from the original spot, but on 
January 1st it was at exactly the same spot as on December 
19th. Since then it seems to have disappeared. 

H. G. ALEXANDER. 

BROWN-BACKED WARBLERS, NOT GREY-BACKED 
WARBLERS, IN SUSSEX AND KENT. 

AT the meeting of the British Ornithologists' Club held on 
November 16th, 1910, Mr. A. F. Griffith exhibited a specimen 
of a Warbler which he identified as the Grey-backed Warbler 
(Aedon familiaris, Menetr.) The bird was an adult male, and 
had been shot at Ninfield, Sussex, on May 13th, 1910. It 
was examined in the flesh by Mr. L. C. Edwards at the shop 
of Mr. Bristow, taxidermist, St. Leonards, and had subse
quently been purchased by Mr. Griffith and presented by him 
to the Booth Museum at Brighton (cf. Bull. B.O.C., XXVIL, 
p. 29). Dr. Hartert has examined this specimen and finds 
that it is undoubtedly of the race called J., galactodes syriacus 
(Hempr. and Ehr.), which is distributed from Herzegovina 
and southern Dalmatia throughout Greece to Asia Minor 
and northern Syria. A, g. familiaris, which is decidedly 
greyer and less brown on the upper-parts than A. g. syriacus, 
has a more eastern range, being found in the south Caucasus, 
Persia, Mesopotamia, Transcaspia, Turkestan, Afghanistan 
and Baluchistan. The Rufous Warbler (A. g. galactodes) is 
very much more rufous on the upper-parts than either of the 
forms mentioned above, and is found in Portugal, southern 
Spain and north-west Africa. A. g. syriacus, the new bird to the 
British list, may perhaps be called the Brown-backed Warbler. 

I t will be remembered that Mr. J. B. Nichols recorded and 
figured in our first volume (p. 257) the first British specimen 
of a bird identified as the Grey-backed Warbler (A. g. 
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jamiliaris). This bird was shot at Hythe, Kent, on July 15th, 
1907, and Mr. Nichols has very kindly allowed me to examine 
it and compare it with specimens of A. g. syriacus, kindly 
lent to me by Dr. Hartert. I find that this bird also is clearly 
of this form, and is much browner and darker than specimens 
of A. g. familiaris from Persia in my collection. The Grey-
backed Warbler must thus come off the British list and be 
replaced by the Brown-backed Warbler (A. g. syriacus) 
represented by these two specimens. H. F. WITHERBY. 

ON THE NESTING OF THE TREE-SPARROW. 
IN February, 1910, I had some nesting-boxes made—de
signedly for the use of Tits—and put them up in an orchard, 
about eight miles from Norwich. The commonness of the 
Tree-Sparrow (Passer montanus) in this particular district 
caused me some misgivings as to their ultimate success, so 
far as the encouragement of Tits went; and these mis
givings were fully justified. Out of seven boxes, one remained 
empty, one was successfully occupied by a pair of Nuthatches, 
whilst Tree-Sparrows obtained possession of the remaining five. 

As the observations made upon these five boxes are not, I 
think, without some slight points of interest as regards the 
nesting-habits of this bird, I am venturing to give them in 
diary-form. The points of interest to which I allude are :— 

1. The long interval of time between the building of the 
nest and the laying of the eggs. 

2. The fact, which I have never myself seen definitely stated, 
of the light-coloured egg in the clutch being the last egg laid. 

3. The success displayed in ejecting other birds from their 
selected nesting-site. 

Box 1. March 16th.—Half-finished Tree-Sparrow's nest 
in box. March 26th.—Nest added to. April 6th.—Apparently 
finished; copious lining of feathers. April 21st.—Nest 
empty; perhaps still more feathers added. April 26th-
May 9th.—No change ; still empty. May 20th.—Three 
eggs (ordinary type). May 21st.—Four eggs (ordinary type). 
May 22nd.—Five eggs (one light one). 

Box 2. April 6th.—Empty. April 26th.—Half-built 
Tree-Sparrow's nest. May 3rd.—Nest finished; large 
quantity of feathers. May 9th-15th.—Unchanged; nest 
empty. May 20th.—Four eggs (ordinary type). May 22nd— 
Five eggs (one light one). 

Box 3. March 16th.—Half-built Tree-Sparrow's nest. 
March 26th.—Nest apparently almost finished. April 6th.— 
Nest finished; plenty of feathers. April 21st.—Nest still 
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empty. April 26th.—Nest pulled out by my orders. May 
3rd.—A Blue Tit's nest in the box, containing two eggs. 
May 9th.—Blue Tit dead and squashed flat in the nest on top 
of four eggs, and a Tree-Sparrow's nest built over it. May 
15th.—Tree-Sparrow's nest contains one egg (ordinary dark 
type). May 20th.—Five eggs (one light one). 

Box 4. April 21st.—Pair of Great Tits building. May 
3rd.—Great Tit's nest finished. May 9th.—Nest still empty, 
and some loose pieces of dry grass added to it, not worked into 
the nest but laid upon the top of it. May 15th.—A Tree-
Sparrow sitting upon the box, and inside a nearly finished 
nest built on top of the Great Tit's nest. May 20th.—Nest 
apparently finished, but no eggs. 

Box 5. March 16th.—Half-finished Tree-Sparrow's nest. 
April 6th.—Nest apparently finished; plenty of feathers. 
April 2\s%-May 3rd.—No change. May 9th.—I pulled out 
the nest. May 15th.—House-Sparrow's nest, with four eggs. 

In this last case it may be thought that the original nest 
was the work of the House-Sparrows, but I had frequently 
seen a pair of Tree-Sparrows about this box, and think the 
early nest belonged to them. In this particular district the 
Tree-Sparrow is well named, all the nests I have found being 
in holes in trees, whilst the tiles of the buildings are mono
polized by House-Sparrows. The tenant of the orchard 
wherein my nesting-boxes were hung, took from under the 
tiles of his house eighty House-Sparrows' eggs on May 20th, 
and one hundred on June 3rd, 

As regards the time of nesting of the Tree-Sparrow, Howard 
Saunders in his Manual writes :—" Two and even three broods 
are reared in the season, the first being hatched about the 
middle of April." I have never found Tree-Sparrows' eggs in 
Norfolk earlier than May 20th, though I have looked for them 
in their usual nesting-haunts from the beginning of April on
wards. Seeing the birds busily building at the latter end of 
March, one might easily be led to the conclusion that they were 
early layers, but that this conclusion would not necessarily be a 
correct one the above notes, I think, go to show. 

B. B. RIVIERE. 

[Mr. Riviere's note is of considerable interest, as it appears 
to explain an apparent discrepancy in the accounts of the 
breeding-habits of this species. I have always found it to be 
rather a late breeder, like the House-Sparrow (except under 
artificial conditions, such as in steam-heated engine-sheds). 
The first eggs are generally laid about mid-May in the south of 
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England, but in the Midlands mostly towards the end of May, 
and in the Shetlands and S. Kaldanot till the third week in June. 
Yet Mr. J. W. Fawcett, writing in the Naturalist for 1890 
(p. 353), states that in Durham the nesting-season begins at 
the end of February or in March, if the weather be favourable; 
but if backward, not till the end of March or the beginning of 
April ! In all probability nest-building is carried on at 
these periods, but the eggs are not laid till considerably 
later. The period during which the nest remains empty ap
pears to be very variable (from two to six weeks in the cases 
quoted by Mr. Riviere), and further observations on this point 
would be useful, as well as with regard to the question as to 
whether the light-coloured egg is always the last to be laid. 
Mr. Riviere is, however, not the first to make this assertion, 
for the late Dr. Rey states in his work on the Eggs of Middle-
European Birds that the light-coloured eggs of both Tree and 
House-Sparrow are without exception the last laid eggs in 
the clutch (p. 305 and 308).—F.C.R.J.] 

HOODED CROWS IN CARNARVONSHIRE. 
SINCE the visitations of the Hooded Crow (Corpus comix) not 
only to Carnarvonshire but also to the other most northerly 
counties in Wales are so exceptional, the fact that a pair were 
seen on December 31st, 1910, on the Carnarvonshire side of 
the Rhos-on-Sea golf-links (through which the county boundary 
runs) will doubtless prove of interest to many ornithologists. 
They were observed by Mr. T. A. Goodfellow, of Gloddaeth, 
for the accuracy of whose identification I can vouch. On 
January 7th, 1911, he saw a single "hoodie" at the same 
place, but he prefers to think that it was one of the pair which 
were seen just a week earlier. R. W. JONES. 

EGOS OP THE CUCKOO. 
1ST Vol. 2 p. 424) I gave some notes on Cuckoos' eggs found 
in 1908. 

On June 14th, 1909,1 visited the locality in Surrey where I 
found the eggs numbered 2 and 5, and again discovered a 
Cuckoo's egg in the nest of a Tree-Pipit the exact counterpart 
of Nos. 2 and 5 ; and as the eggs are of a type not commonly 
seen, I think it fair to assume that the same bird visited the 
locality again in 1909. 

In the New Forest, Hampshire, on June 7th, 1909, I found 
a Tree-Pipit's nest containing three eggs of the red-spotted 
form and a Cuckoo's egg. I removed the latter and one of the 
former, and on returning to the place later in the day found 
the Tree-Pipit still on the nest. On visiting the nest the next 
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day, both the remaining eggs were sucked. On the same day 
I found another Tree-Pipit's nest, containing three eggs of the 
grey-blotehed type, and a rather small Cuckoo's egg with a 
pale cream ground-colour, sprinkled all over with small dark 
spots, usually only sparingly present on Cuckoos' eggs. 

That Cuckoos do not always remove one or two of the eggs 
of the foster-parents, I think is proved by the fact that at the 
end of June, 1910, I found in Sussex a nest containing seven 
eggs of the Tree-Pipit and one Cuckoo's egg, all of which were 
well incubated. 

On June 21st, 1910, in Surrey, I fotfnd a Pied Wagtail's nest 
containing three rather small eggs and two Cuckoos' eggs. 
One of the latter was large and similar to a Skylark's egg, 
with a zone of darker brown markings round the larger end 
and a few small dark spots characteristic of Cuckoos' eggs. 
The other Cuckoo's egg was smaller, with the ground-colour 
similar to that of a Pied Wagtail's egg, with large 
blotches on the larger end. The top of the egg was capped 
with a patch of violet-grey markings, and a few small dark spots 
were also distributed sparingly over the egg. A friend of mine 
in Sussex gave me a clutch of four Red-backed Shrike's eggs 
and a Cuckoo's egg taken from the nest on June 4th, 1910. 
The Cuckoo's egg is very striking : the ground-colour is a 
pale pink and the usual markings of a rich red-brown, very 
like those on some Kestrels' eggs; the usual characteristic 
small spots are also of an intense red-brown. 

C. W. COLTHBTIP. 

THE DIURNAL FLIGHT OF THE BARN-OWL. 

THE Barn-Owl (Strix flammea) has been regarded by many 
as a purely night-iying bird, having been given the reputation 
of being utterly unable to see its way about by the light of 
day; a few notes on its diurnal flight may therefore be of 
interest. 

The period at which this species may be most often seen 
abroad whilst the sun is yet high in the heavens, is when there 
are young to provide for. At such a time I have frequently 
known the Barn-Owl to make flights far from home throughout 
a summer's day, obviously not in the least incommoded by 
the brilliant sunshine. Indeed, its vision must be very acute, 
for it may be seen to pounce and secure some luckless rodent 
from amongst the herbage, where its presence cannot possibly 
be an easy matter to detect. I have also known it convey 
food to its sitting mate (before any of the eggs had hatched) 
during the daytime. 
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Exceptionally, I have known this Owl behave in a similar 
manner during the winter months. On January 28th, 1910, 
there was a very heavy fall of snow accompanied by a strong 
wind; many large drifts were formed. On the 29th, at 3 p.m., 
a Barn-Owl was noted hunting over the fields, and the following 
day at the same hour a bird of this species was behaving in a 
similar manner in another locality. No doubt these birds had 
been prevented by the storm from securing sufficient food at 
night, and so were impelled by hunger to come out in the 
light of day. 

When a Barn-Owl is suddenly disturbed from its dark retreat 
during the hours of daylight, it naturally cannot see distinctly 
until the iris has become adapted to the stronger light, 
and so it blunders in its flight; this, no doubt, has given rise 
to the idea that this species cannot see except between sunset 
and sunrise. EBIC B. DUNLOP. 

[Waterton wrote (Nat. Hist. Essays, p . 274. Ed. N. Moore): 
" I have repeatedly seen it catch mice in the daytime, even 
when the sun shone bright."—EDS.] 

MONTAGU'S HARRIER IN NORFOLK. 
A MALE Montagu's Harrier (Circus cineraceus), in immature 
plumage, was found dead at Weeting Hall, near Brandon, 
Norfolk, last autumn, having hit a telegraph-wire. Possibly 
this was one of those which were protected at great cost on 
one of the Broads last year, and were successfully reared. 

W. POKTAL. 
ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD IN NORTHUMBERLAND. 
ON November 14th, 1910, an immature male Rough-legged 
Buzzard (Buteo lagopus) was shot at Seaton-Delaval, Northum
berland. The bird was a very dark specimen, and had been 
observed in the neighbourhood for a fortnight. 

J. M. CHARLTON. 
SHAG IN SUFFOLK. 

ON January 23rd, 1911, an immature Shag (Phalacrocorax 
graculus) was sent to me by post with a request to name it, 
and the following account of its capture :—" My son was 
riding his bicycle home the other evening about 7.30, and 
the bird seemed dazzled by the lamp, and flew up against it. 
He jumped off and caught it, and the next morning I cut the 
wing-feathers and turned it into a very large pond which I 
have in front of my house. Unfortunately this was partially 
frozen over, and the bird dived and got under the ice, and was 
drowned." This occurred near Lavenham in west Suffolk 
about thirtv-two miles from the sea. JULIAN G. TTTOK:. 
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GADWALL IN SURREY. 
ON August 14th, 1910, and again on the 28th, I noticed four 
Gadwall (Anas strepera) amongst a large flock of Mallard 
frequenting a pond in the neighbourhood of Lingfield. The 
two species, although consorting with one another when on 
the water, usually kept strictly apart whilst circling rapidly 
overhead, the actions of the Gadwall on the wing very closely 
resembling those of the Mallard. 

Although liable to be overlooked, unless seen in flight, 
when the white wing-spot is a prominent feature, the Gadwall 
is certainly a very infrequent visitor to Surrey at the present 
day. HOWARD BENTHAM. 

RED-CRESTED POCHARDS IN SUSSEX. 
TOWARDS the end of January, 1911, a flock of Red-crested 
Pochards (Netta rufina),' consisting of fourteen or sixteen 
birds, settled on the Marsh near Boreham Bridge, Sussex. 
A duck and drake were shot on January 17th, and another 
drake on February 5th. As far as I know at present these 
are the only three that have been shot, and they were preserved 
by Mr. Bristow, who kindly gave me an opportunity of seeing 
them. H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

THREE EGGS IN A WOOD-PIGEON'S NEST. 
AT Brighton, Sussex, on May 13th, 1909, I flushed a Wood-
Pigeon (Columba palumbus) off a nest containing three eggs 
slightly incubated. C. W. COLTHRUP. 

[Records of three and four eggs in the nests of Wood-Pigeons 
were given on p. 155 of this volume.—EDS.] 

STOCK-DOVE CHASING A JACKDAW. 
ON April 21st, 1904, when visiting some rocks in which both 
Stock-Doves (C. cenas) and Jackdaws (C. monedula) breed, I 
was witness of rather an unusual incident. 

One of the Stock-Doves was seen to chase a Jackdaw for 
some distance: another Jackdaw joined the birds, and subse
quently several more. A Jackdaw struck the Stock-Dove, 
knocking a number of feathers out of i t ; the latter bird then 
flew off. Whether the Jackdaw which was pursued had 
made an attempt upon the Stock-Dove's eggs, I am unable to 
say, but it seems probable that the Stock-Dove acted in this 
unusual manner in defence of its nest. 

A somewhat similar case of a Wood-Pigeon swooping at a 
Peregrine is recorded by Mr. G. F. Mathew in the Zoologist 
for 1876. ERIC B. DTJNLOP. 
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ZONE-MARKED EGG OF BLACK-HEADED GULL. 

W H E N at Ravenglass gullery, Cumberland, during June , 1910, 
I examined a clutch of three Black-headed Gull's (Larus 
ridibundus) eggs of the olive-brown type, one of which, as 
will be seen from the accompanying photograph, was quite 
abnormal in appearance, being encircled by a pale greenish-
blue band of about a quarter of an inch in breadth, the light 
portion of the shell showing no markings with the exception 
of a few faint lilac spots. 

Judging from their uniformity of size and shape, all three 
eggs were the product of the same bird, and in the case of the 

abnormal specimen i t would appear tha t some accident 
before the egg was deposited, prevented the olive colouring 
mat ter from extending over the entire surface of the shell. 

HOWARD BENTHAM. 

[An explanation of such cases, which are well known to 
occur occasionally in the eggs of both Waders and Gulls, 
was suggested on page 220 (December number) of this 
volume.—F.C.R.J.] 

OYSTER-CATCHERS FOLLOWING T H E PLOUGH. 
A T the end of December, 1910, I witnessed the, to me, unusual 
sight of about fifteen Oyster-Catchers (Hn'matopus ostralegus) 
following in the wake of a man ploughing, and feeding on the 
organisms thereby unearthed. They were in company with 
numerous Lapwings and Gulls (Black-headed and Herring), 
and all were acting in the same manner. The field in which 
this was observed was a t St. John ' s Point, co. Down, Ireland, 
and was situated some three hundred yards from the shore. 

N E V I N H. FOSTER. 
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EARLY "DRUMMING" OF SNIPE. 
ON February 7th, 1911, a delightfully spring-like day, a Snipe 
(Cfallinago codestis) was heard " drumming " close to my home 
at Whiston. This is a very exceptional date—at any rate 
for North Staffordshire—and I can only account for it when I 
take into consideration the prevalence Of unusually mild 
weather for the time of year. We never expect to hear Snipe 
" drumming " before mid-March, although previous to that 
date they go through similar aerial movements without 
producing a sound which is audible to anyone standing be
neath them. I might add that although Snipe have commenced 
to " drum " so early, Skylarks, which generally are in full 
song by Candlemas, have not yet begun to sing (Feb. 9th). 

TOM SMITH. 

RAKE BIBDS AT THE ISLE OF MAY.—Miss E. V. Baxter 
and Miss L. J . Rintoul, whose good work we have frequently 
had cause to mention, again visited the Isle of May in the 
autumn of 1910, and made a number of interesting observa
tions {Ann. 8.N.H., 1911, pp. 1-6). The following interesting 
birds are recorded, all being in 1910 :—Greenland Wheatear 
(Saxicola m. leucorhoa)—almost daily from September 6th 
to October 12th. Lesser Whitethroat (Sylvia curruca)—one 
September 13th. Siberian Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus r. tristis)— 
a single example of this very rare visitor was secured on 
October 16th. Scarlet Grosbeak (Pyrrhula erythrina)—one 
was obtained on September 7th. Ortolan Bunting (Ewberiza 
hortulana) — twice seen. Lapland Bunting (Calcarius 
lapponicus)—a, young female on October 4th. Wood-Lark 
(Alauda arborea)—one on October 16th. Hoopoe (Upupa 
epops)—one on October 1st. Sooty Shearwater (Puffirms 
griseus)—one was watched on October 16th. 

WHITE WAGTAIL BREEDING AT FAIE ISLE,—In the course 
of some interesting notes on the birds observed in north-east 
Iceland, the Duchess of Bedford mentions (Ibi.«, 1911, p. 1) 
that during a flying visit to Fair Isle in the beginning of July, 
1910, some White Wagtails " which were evidently breeding 
there again," were noticed. A pair of Motacitta alba bred in 
Fair Isle in 1909 (vide supra, p. 30), and it should be noted 
that it is doubtful if M. lugubris breeds in the Shetlands, 
although it does so in the Orkneys. 

EABLY BREEDING OP THE KINGFISHER AND DIPPEE IN 
DERBYSHIEE IN 1910.—In the " Zoological Record for Derby
shire, 1910 " (Derby Arch, and Nat. Hist. Soe. Journal, 1911, 
p. 215) the Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain records the nest of a King-
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fisher (Alcedo ispida) with a t least three eggs, which was 
accidentally cut into on March 31st, near Ashburne. This is 
an extraordinarily early date for eggs, as the usual time for 
this district is about the last week of April or the beginning of 
May. A nest of a Dipper (Cinclus aquaticus) is also reported 
with five eggs on the Eiver Dove on February 10th (p. 213). 

SUPPOSED SPOONBILL IN co. DONEGAL.—A bird shot at 
Inch on November 12th, 1910, and a t first thought to be a 
Flamingo, is judged by Mr. D. C. Campbell from a sketch and 
description to be a Spoonbill (Irish Nat., 1911, p . 40). 

SUPPOSED OCCURRENCE OF THE SPOTTED S A N D P I P E B IN 
Y O R K S H I R E . — I n the Naturalist (1911, pp . 100-101) Mr. W. 
Greaves gives some details regarding a specimen of Totanus 
macularius which is supposed to have been shot a t Hebden 
Bridge about 1899, bu t the history of the specimen is so 
confused and uncertain tha t it seems inadvisable to accept 
the record as fully authenticated. There is only one authentic 
record of the occurrence of this species in Yorkshire, viz., the 
bird obtained a t Whitby on March 29th, 1849 (Birds of Yorks., 
p. 628). 

W O O D - S A N D P I P E R I N co, DONEGAL.—Mr. D. C. Campbell 
records (Irish Nat., 1911, p . 39) t ha t a specimen of Totanus 
glareola was shot on August 17th, 1910, a t Brenagh, Upper 
Lough S willy. The Wood-Sandpiper has only occurred six 
times previously in Ireland. 
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