
HOTES 
RECOVEBY OF MARKED BIRDS. 

BLACKBIRDS (Turdus merula).—B.B., No. 2053, marked by 
Mr. R. 0 . Blyth at Skelmorlie, Ayrshire, on June 24th, 
1909, as a young bird. Recovered same place about 
June 18th, 1911. 
B.B., No. 2046, marked as above, on July 17th, 1909, 
as an adult male. Recovered in same garden on July 
16th, 1911. Ring replaced and bird released. 

REDBREAST (Erithacus rubecula).—B.B., No. 5694, marked 
by Mr. H. W. Ford-Lindsay at Pett, Sussex, on May 1st, 
1910, as a nestling. Recovered at same place on August 
19th, 1911. Reported by Messrs. Stephen Bros. 

GREAT TIT (Parus major).—B.B., No. 39, marked by Mr. N. H. 
Joy at Bradfield, Berkshire, on January 8th, 1911, as-
an adult. Recovered at same place on July 24th, 1911. 

MEADOW-PIPIT (Anthus pratensis).—B.B., No. 5329, marked 
by Mr. R. O. Blyth at Goathland, Yorkshire, on June 
22nd, 1910, as a nestling. Recovered at same place 
end of May, 1911. Reported by Mr. C. Peckett, per 
Mr. W. D. Patterson. 

ROOK (Corvus frugilegus).—B.B., No. 21670, marked by Mr. 
A. G. Leigh at Hampton-in-Arden, Warwickshire, on 
April 29th, 1911, as a nestling. Recovered at Marston 
Green, near Birmingham, on August 26th, 1911. 
Reported by Mr. H. N. Allday. 

BARN-OWL (Strix flammea).—B.B., No. 8, marked by Mr. N. H. 
Joy, at Bradfield, Berkshire, on July 14th, 1910, as a 
nestling. Recovered at Highclere, Newbury, Berkshire, 
on July 4th, 1911. Reported by Mr. J. A. Rutherford. 

MERLIN (Falco cesalon).—B.B., No. 22423, marked by Mr. W. T. 
Blackwood near Peebles, on July 8th, 1911, as a nestling. 
Recovered at St. Mary's Loch, Selkirk, on August 25th, 
1911, Reported by Mr. F. H. Dickenson. 

MALLARD (Anas boscas).—B.B., No. 9147, marked by Mr. T. 
Hepburn at Old Hall Marshes, Tollesbury, Essex, on 
May 26th, 1910. The bird was hatched-out under a 
domestic fowl from an egg picked up on the marshes. 
Recovered at Elbing, Danzig, west Prussia, on August 
16th, 1911. Reported by Mr. A. Bohm. 



NOTES. 127 

REDSHANK (Totmms calidris).—B.B., No. 12448, marked 
by Mr. R. 0. Blyth at Skelmorlie, Ayrshire, on May 29th, 
1911, as a nestling. Recovered at Millport, Isle of 
Cumbrae, Buteshire, on July 11th, 1911. Reported by 
Dr. J. MaeRury. 

COMMON CURLEW (Numenius arquaia),—-B.B., No. 22318, 
marked by Mr. R. E. Knowles on the East Cheshire Hills, 
on June 18th, 1911, as a nestling. Recovered at 
Sealand, Cheshire, on August 18th, 1911. Reported by 
the Chester Chronicle. 

COMMON TERNS (Sterna /fcm'afe'tes).—B.B., Nos. 21084, 21108, 
and 21129, marked by Mr. H. W. Robinson at Ravenglass, 
Cumberland, on July 22nd and 24th, 1911, as nestlings. 
Recovered at Mookburgh on the north coast of 
Morecambe Bay, Lancashire, about August 28th, 1911. 
Reported by Mr. H. B. Turney. 

BLACK-HEADED GULLS (LOTUS ridibundus).—B.B., No. 23905, 
marked by I \ W. Smalley at Ravenglass, Cumberland, 
on June 12th, 1911, as a nestling. Recovered at Toddell, 
Cockermouth, Cumberland, on July 14th, 1911. Reported 
by Mr. W. P. Dixon. 
B.B. No., 23760, marked as 23905 on June 12th, 1911. 
Recovered near Skipton, Yorkshire, on September 1st, 
1911. Reported by Major R. Tempest. 
B.B., No. 23842, marked by Mr. H. W. Robinson at 
Ravenglass, Cumberland, on June 12th, 1911, as a nestling. 
Recovered at Lytham, Lancashire, on July 16th, 1911. 
Reported by Mr. S. Westermann. 
B.B., No. 23539, marked as 23842 on June 11th, 1911. 
Recovered at Selkirk on July 17th, 1911. Reported by 
Miss N. Melrose. 
B.B., No. 24145, marked as 23842 on June 16th, 1911. 
Recovered on north shore of Morecambe Bay, five miles 
from Ulverston, Lancashire. Reported by Mr. H. B. 
Turney. 
B.B., No. 24412, marked as 23842 on June 19th, 1911. 
Recovered near Keighley, Yorkshire, on August 26th, 
1911. Reported by Mr. H. Phillipson. 
B.B., No. 31355, marked as 23842 on June 12th, 1911, 
Recovered at Stretford, Lancashire, on August 8th, 
1911. Reported by Mr. E. Griffiths. 
B.B., No. 23457, marked as 23842 on June 10th, 1911. 
Recovered near Cockermouth, Cumberland, on July 16th, 
1911. Reported by Mr. John Wilson. 
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B.B., No. 23583, marked as 23842, on June 12th, 1911. 
Recovered on the River Usk, near Newport, Monmouth
shire, on September 8th, 1911. Reported by Mr. A. 
Rogers. 
B.B., No. 23656, marked as 23842 on June 12th, 1911. 
Recovered on the River Tyne near Newcastle, Northum
berland, on September 8th, 1911. 
B.B., No. 22767, marked by Mr. John Murray at Dhu 
Loch, Penpont, Dumfriesshire, on June 28th, 1911, as 
a nestling. Recovered on the Water of Ae, Amisfield, 
Dumfriesshire, on July 20th, 1911. Reported by Mr. J. 
Stewart Lyon. 
B.B., No. 22754, marked as 22767. Recovered in 
Troqueer parish, three miles from Dumfries, on July 
17th, 1911. Reported by Mr. J . Service. 
B.B., No. 22959, marked by Mr. J . S. T. Walton at Denton 
Fell, Cumberland, on June 11th, 1911, as a nestling. 
Recovered at Dornock, near Arran, on July 25th, 1911. 
Reported by Mr. J. T. M'Glasson. 

COMMON GULL {Larus canus).—B.B., No. 21918, marked by 
Mr. W. I. Beaumont at Stirk Island in the Lynn of Lorn, 
Argyllshire, on June 16th, 1911, as a nestling. Recovered 
at Loch Etive, near Connel Ferry, Argyllshire, on August 
23rd, 1911. Reported by Miss K. Macgregor. 
B.B., No. 31981, marked as 21918 on July 12th, 1910. 
Recovered at Onich, six miles south of Fort William, 
Inverness-shire, on September 6th, 1911. Reported bv 
Mr. W. Hay. 

HEBEING-GULL (Larus argentatus) —B.B., No. 32048, marked 
by Miss A. C. Jackson at Cromarty Firth, Ross-shire, on 
July 8th, 1911, as a nestling. Recovered at Torry, near 
Aberdeen, on September 6th, 1911. Reported by Mr. 
James Mackie. 

LBSSEB BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus fuscus).—B.B., No. 
31383, marked by Mr. H. W. Robinson at Foulshaw, 
Westmorland, on July 1st, 1911, as a nestling. Recovered 
at Deptford, Sunderland, Durham, on August 29th, 1911. 
Reported by Mr. T. Teal. 

RECOVERY OF MARKED STARLINGS. 
BET-WEEN January 12th and February 14th this year I caught 
in cage-traps acd " r i rgcd" E68 Starlirgs (Stwnus vulgaris). 
Six of them -were shot in the close neighfcourhccd in March. 
Since the beginning of the breeding season, May 1st, nine 
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have been recovered within a mile of the place where they 
were " ringed," three in the same cage-trap ; two were shot 
from the nest. Besides these, one of each of two pairs nesting 
olose by had a ring on its leg. This suggests that at any rate 
a certain proportion of Starlings seen here in the winter are 
strictly non-migratory, although some are no doubt winter 
immigrants (cf. Vol. IV., p. 335, No. 0234). 

Record of Starlings " ringed " and recovered at Bradfield, 
Berkshire :— 
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,, June 18 
Shot July 7. 
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33 33 33 33 

Besides these, Starlings and Rooks were constantly re-
•captured within a day or two in the cage-trap. 

NOBMAN H. JOY. 

SINCE the appearance of my article on the recovery of Aberdeen 
University marked birds (antea, p. 98), many other records 
have come to hand, including several of considerable import
ance. Of these I wish to give details of one which is of 
particular interest, and which is very similar to one already 
quoted (pp. 101-102). A Starling (Stumus vulgaris: A.U. 
8536) was netted, marked, and released by Mr. L. N. G. 
Ramsay, at 11, College Bounds, Old Aberdeen, on January 
20th, 1910 ; it was killed by a bird-of-prey near Kvarv I 
Salten, Norway (circa 67° N. lat.), about August 20th, 1911, 
the ring being found by a boy and brought to our informant, 
Mr. Nils Lie, schoolmaster of that place ; time, one year 
seven months. The comparative proximity of the localities 
at which the two Starlings were recovered is rather remarkable. 

Corrigenda ; I take this opportunity of noting the following 
corrections in the article referred to : On p. 99, third column 
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of table, for " Michaelstown" read " Mitchelstown " ; on 
p. 102, line 18, for "Aberdeenshire " read " Kincardineshire." 

A. LANDSBOROUGH THOMSON. 

A MARKED ARCTIC TERN. 
A YOUNG Arctic Tern (Sterna macrura), bearing a ring stamped 
" Vogelwarte Rossitten 2342," was picked up at Kellington, 
near Pontefraet, Yorkshire, on August 20th, 1911, and sent 
to me by Major W. B. Arundel. 

Dr. H. Weigold informs me that he " ringed " this bird 
when a nestling on the island of Svlt (Sehleswig-Holstein), on 
June 27th, 1911. " H.F.W. 

FIELDFARES SWALLOWING FMCES OF 
THEIR YOUNG. 

DURING a recent visit to Norway, I had excellent opportunities 
of studying a pair of Fieldfares (Turdus pilaris) at the nest, 
and whilst in hiding for several hours, I repeatedly saw both 
male and female swallow the fceces of their young. This 
was usually accomplished immediately after the process of 
feeding, but several times the act of swallowing was per
formed during intervals between feeding the chicks, and 
often when the bird still retained a considerable quantity of 
food in the bill. 

On two occasions I observed the female swallow several 
small pieces of dry grass, which she took from the bottom 
of the nest, and which presumably had become fouled. 

The accompanying photograph, although not illustrating 
the above-mentioned facts, will perhaps be of interest as, so 
far as I am aware, nothing of a similar nature has previously 
been published. HOWARD BENTHAM. 

ROCK-THRUSH IN SUSSEX. 
ON September 1st, 1911, a specimen of the Rock-Thrush 
(Monticola saxatilie) was shot at Pett, Sussex. Another 
was obtained on September 2nd at the same place. I examined 
them in the flesh, and found they were both young birds. 

Upon dissection, one proved to be a cock and the other a 
hen. This is the first record for Sussex, and I believe the 
first occasion this species has been obtained in the British 
Isles on the autumn migration. H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

[Saunders (Manual, p. 17) only admitted the authenticity 
of one specimen, shot in Hertfordshire on May 19th, 1843; 
but more recently an adult male was caught at the Pentland 
Skerries, Orkneys, on May 17th, 1910, and another seen there 
on the same day (Ann. Scot. Nat. Hist., 1910, p. 148 ; 1911, 



FIELDFAKE AT NEST. 

(Photographed by Howard Bentham.) 
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p. 135; cf. antea, IV., p. 11). The above record is of 
extreme interest, as showing that Great Britain is occa
sionally visited by immature birds in autumn as well as 
by adults in spring.—EDS.] 

A PAIR OF ROBINS BUILDING MANY NESTS. 
DURING April, 1911, a pair of Robins (Erithacus rubecula) 
made a nest in one of a stack of pipes near Oswestry. 
When the nest was nearly completed and partly lined, for 
some reason, possibly lack of space, they left off and began 
to build in the next pipe. Here again, after the nest had been 
nearly completed, the same thing happened. One after 
another the pipes were tried, until twenty-three nests had 

NESTS OP ONE PAIE OF ROBINS. 
(Photographed by J . H. Owen.) 

been started, and then the birds decided to go and build 
elsewhere. In a photograph, taken at the time, eleven of the 
nests show to a limited extent; the other nests were not 
nearly so complete. J. H. OWEN. 

BARRED WARBLER IN LINCOLNSHIRE. 
ON September 2nd, 1911, I caught an immature Barred 
Warbler (Sylvia nisoria) at Cleethorpes, in one of my trap-
cages ; there was a light east wind at the time. 

The bird is caged and still in my possession. W. E. SITGGITT. 
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BRITISH WILLOW-TIT IN LANARKSHIRE. 

ON August 30th, 1911, I secured a black-headed Tit, and 
on submitting it to Mr. Witherby he at once pronounced 
it to be a Willow-Tit. I t was a young bird, but had almost 
completed its first winter's plumage, and was quite a typical 
specimen of Par us atricapillus kleinschmidti. 

In the valley of the Calder, a Clyde tributary in the Blantyre 
district, where it was secured, I have always known a few 
pairs to nest ; but until February last, when notes by Mr. 
Wilson on its appearance in Renfrewshire, by the Duchess-
of Bedford on its appearance in Kirkcudbrightshire, and 
an editorial note (Vol. IV., p. 284) were published, I had not 
given these birds close observation. 

During part of December and January last I had often 
seen a number of these Tits, which I took to be first year's 
Marsh-Tits. They were browner than the summer birds, 
and had not the buff flanks. After reading the above-
mentioned notes I determined to secure one, but found they 
had completely vanished. However, about the middle of 
March the nesting contingent of these birds arrived, and I 
have since kept them under pretty close observation. 

For some years a pair nested in the root of a decayed tree-
stump, but this spring the site was claimed by a pair of Great 
Tits, and although I visited this nest frequently, and marked 
one of the adults and five young ones, I entirely overlooked 
a Willow-Tit's nest in a hollow alder, not fifteen yards away. 
The half dozen young left the nest during the second week 
of July, and another family which I think were reared in a 
large decayed willow, also took wing at this time, A third 
pair built under the exposed roots of an alder growing on 
the river-bank, and they also were successful in rearing young. 

Just now the families of Willow-Tits feed mostly amongst 
the leafy tree-tops, where the old bird's call is frequently 
heard; but by waiting patiently the observer is sometimes 
rewarded by seeing them come down amongst the bushes 
and lower branches. WALTER STEWART. 

UNUSUAL NESTING-SITE OF THE GREY 
WAGTAIL. 

As is well known, the nest of the Grey Wagtail (MotaciMa 
rndanope) is usually placed in the immediate neighbourhood 
of running water, in most cases in steep banks or walls border
ing on streams. In North Wales I have known one or two 
cases of nests built in steep rock-faces some little distance 
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from water, but was much surprised this year to find a pair 
breeding in a sandstone cliff by the side of a high road in the 
Ashburne district, Derbyshire. A tiny rivulet with low 
banks crosses the road 135 yards away, but the nearest 
stream of any size is about a quarter of a mile distant across 
the fields, and the parent birds resorted regularly to it for 
food, occasionally picking up flies from the road and flying 
up with them to the nest. In spite of the exposed position 
of the nest, the young were hatched off safely. 

F . C. R . JotTBDAIN. 

PIED FLYCATCHERS BREEDING IN DEVONSHIRE. 

As the fact is not generally known, and I know of no publi
cation recording the actual breeding of Pied Flycatchers 
(Muscicapa atricapilla) in Devonshire, it must be of interest to 
record its nesting in the Culmstock district. In the beginning 
of July, 1911, I saw two lots of Pied Flycatchers—five in one 
lot and four in the other (two and three young respectively) 
—and I have no doubt they were locally bred. The last nest 
I actually found was in 1907, situated in a hole in an old 
cob-wall, forming part of the outbuildings of a farm, about 
one mile from the Somerset border. I t was within 100 yards 
of this spot that I saw the five birds this year. My brother 
informs me that he also found a nest in the same cob-wall 
a few years ago. 

The Pied Flycatcher used also to breed regularly in the 
Tiverton district. First one pair, and afterwards for some 
years two pairs, were found breeding. This year it has bred 
close to Templeton Rectory, about five miles from Tiverton ; 
1 am informed by the Rev. J . Fowler that both it and the 
Spotted Flycatcher have done so for some years. 

Pied Flycatchers are very interesting birds to watch, as 
they become very quickly accustomed to one's presence 
near the nest, and will feed their young within a few feet of 
the watcher. They are also very methodical in their actions, 
first feeding the young, then coming to the edge of the nesting-
hole for a second or two, when they re-enter and remove any 
excrement there may be in the nest. The cock bird is also 
quite one of the sharpest of birds, both in sighting an enemy, 
and afterwards in persistently following him up, and letting 
other birds know of the danger. I have seen one follow up 
a cat over both open ground and wood for more than 300 
yards from the nest, giving the angry alarm-note the whole 
way. Amongst the food taken by these birds I have noticed 
<( daddy-long-legs" (Tipula) and butterflies. The small pearl-
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bordered fritillary (Argynnis selene) seems a favourite, and I 
once saw a large hatch of these on a common close to a nest 
of Pied Flycatchers, which were feeding greedily upon them : 
the young apparently swallowed wings and all. 

CHARLES COLLIER. 

NUMBERS OF YOUNG IN BROODS OF SWALLOWS 
AND HOUSE-MARTINS IN 1911. 

IN Vol. IV. (p. 249) I mentioned the size of broods of Swallows 
(Hirundo rustica) and House-Martins (Chelidon urbica) which 
I had visited during the summer of 1910, showing that full 
broods were the exception, both in that year and the one 
previous, in the neighbourhood of Lancaster. 

With regard to Swallows, the remarkably dry summer 
of 1911 has been a splendid one for them, large broods being 
much more general, and in no case were dead found in the 
nests. Of nineteen Swallows' nests visited in June, two 
contained broods of six, ten of five, five of four, and two of 
three. Of twelve nests visited in July, three contained 
broods of five, eight of four, and only one of three. Twenty-
seven nests were visited during August, of which one con
tained six young, ten had five each, thirteen had four apiece, 
and three contained broods of three, whilst two nests visited 
in September contained four and five respectively. 
1911: Of 60 nests, 3 had broods of 6, and 24 of 5 = 45 %, average 

[brood being 4.4. 
1910: „ 45 „ none 15 of 5 = 33 %, average 

[brood being 3.89. 
1909: „ 11 „ none none = 0 %, average 

[brood being 3.27. 
Good as 1911 has been for Swallow broods, it did not 

benefit those of House-Martins at all, for I again failed to* 
find a full brood, as was also the case of 1909 and 1910. 
The average brood this year was 3.22, as compared with 
3.25 in 1910, and only 2.25 in 1909. H. W.'ROBINSON 

QUICK GROWTH OF A BROOD OF SWALLOWS 
AND A POSSIBLE CAUSE. 

ME. J. H. OWEN informs me (in litt., September 16th, 1911) 
that he watched the growth of a brood of young Swallows 
(Hirundo rustica) which were hatched on August 15th, 1911. 
They did not leave the nest till September 7th, which gives 
a fledging-period of twenty-three days; in 1910 the young 
flew from nests watched on the twenty-first day. These 
observations agree closely with those of Mr. S. E. Brock 
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and myself, and seem to show that the instance recorded by 
Mr. Robinson is quite abnormal in this country, and due to 
some exceptional cause. I t is interesting, however, to note 
that Naumann, who must have had plenty of opportunities 
for observation on this point, states that the young leave the 
nest in about two weeks. P. G. R. JOURDAIN. 

In the Field for September 23rd, 1911 (p. 709), Mr. H, 
Gandy states that his loader, J . Lowis, of Greengil Farm, 
Barnard Castle, noticed no fewer than eight old House-
Martins (Chelidon urbica) engaged in feeding the four young 
which still remained in a nest over the porch of his farm on 
September 2nd. There seems to be no doubt in this case as 
to the number of birds engaged in the work, as the old birds 
sometimes were seen sitting in a row with food, and as soon 
as one had fed the young another took its place. As the 
House-Martin seldom rears more than four young, or five at 
the outside, they can hardly have been the young of a 
previous brood. About a fortnight ago, Mr. J . Henderson 
mentioned to me that several House-Martins were feeding 
the young in a nest on his outbuildings at Clifton, Derbyshire, 
so that possibly this habit is not unusual in the case of late 
broods, and may conduce to their more rapid development. 
I have myself on two occasions seen three Swallows in 
attendance on one nest. 

ROLLER IN DEVONSHIRE. 
I WENT down to Dartmoor on August 3rd, 1911, and stayed 
not far from Chagford in a house close to the moor, 1,200 
feet above sea level. For four days after I arrived there a 
Boiler (Coracias garrulus) frequented some rough fields 
adjoining the moor. I t was not at all wild, and if a little 
caution were exercised it could be approached within fifteen 
or twenty yards. I t was, I think, a young bird, as there was 
very little blue on the head or breast. I t evidently moved 
on elsewhere about August 7th, as I never saw it after that 
date, and could not hear that any such bird had been shot. 

ARTHUR BANKES. 

YOUNG CUCKOO IN THE NEST OF A BULLFINCH. 
ON July 8th, 1911, a keeper offered to show me a young 
Cuckoo (Guculus canorus). To my great surprise it was in 
the nest of a Bullfinch (Pyrrhuta eurojma). He had found 
it the previous day by hearing it " bawling." The bird 
was very nearly ready to leave the nest, but was very thin 
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and in poor condition, and it seemed as though the diet 
supplied by the Bullfinch had been barely sufficient (or 
suitable) to rear it. J. H. OWEN. 

YOUNG GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKERS. 
ON June 24th, 1911, I found a nest of the Great Spotted 
Woodpecker (Dendrocopus major) still containing two fully-
fledged young. The nest was in a small tree in the middle of 

YOUNG GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKERS. 
(Photographed by J . H. Owen.) 

a thick wood in Essex, and fifteen to twenty feet from the 
ground, in an old boring. I examined the nest with the help 
of the boy who was with me. It was in a horrible mess, as 
all the excrement, which iU left in the hole, was very wet and 
full of large white maggots. The nests of Green Woodpeckers 
which I have opened this year, as soon as the young had gone, 
have all been in a similar condition. We took the two young 
out of the nest and put them upon an old stump, up which 
they climbed with their feet wide apart and their tails applied 
to the trunk. Arrived at the top they pecked at one another 
and uttered their call-note. Occasionally they would fly 

K 
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off to climb up my coat, and once or twice one of them, on 
reaching my shoulder, gave my ear a sharp peck. After 
watching their amusing movements for some time and 
photographing them, we replaced them in the nesting-hole. 

J . H. OWEN. 

PROBABLE BREEDING OF THE LITTLE OWL 
IN BERKSHIRE. 

IN the early summer of 1910, when walking round a gorse-
covert in the neighbourhood of Windsor, I flushed a Little Owl 
{Athene noctua) out of a bare ditch, the bank of which was full 
of rabbit-holes. It flew up into a tree and began calling, and 
was answered by another bird. They both seemed very 
anxious, and thinking they had young close at hand, I 
walked along the bottom of the ditch. Out of this I put up 
four more. They could fly, but were obviously young birds. 
I am sure they were hatched in the neighbourhood, but could 
never find the nest. They were seen several times afterwards 
near the same place. 

In 1911 I was away in Egypt, but was told that another 
family party had been seen. B. VAN DE WBYBE. 

[Both in England and on the Continent the Little Owl not 
infrequently nests in rabbit-burro wrs.—F.C.R.J.] 

EXTERMINATION OF THE SEA-EAGLE 
IN IRELAND. 

I N the Zoologist, 1911 (p. 346), Mr. R. Warren records the 
disappearance of the Sea-Eagles (Haliaetus albicilla) from 
their last breeding haunts in Ireland, on the cliffs of north 
Mayo. They have been destroyed by the keepers of the 
adjacent grouse-shootings, and at the present time the only 
relies of their former presence are the old nests, which are 
still visible at several places along the cliffs. Mr. Warren 
mentions one on the great cliff of Loughtmuriga, another on 
Alt More, and three on the great cliff of Alt Redmond, besides 
one on Spinks : the five last named being situated on the 
range of cliffs between Porturlin and Portacloy. On July 1st, 
1892, Mr, Warren was fortunate enough to see one of these 
Eagles with a hare in its talons, pursued by an angry Peregrine, 
and in all probability on its way to the nest. During the 
two following years the Eagles were reported to be present 
as usual on the cliffs, but no one seems to have seen an 
occupied nest. In May, 1898, in company with Messrs. Ussher 
and Howard Saunders, evidence of the presence of these birds 
was found in the shape of an, eagle's feather, and the skeleton 
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of a hare which must have been killed within a week or two. 
In August of the present year Messrs. Warren and Barrington 
revisited the north Mayo coast and rowed along the base of 
the cliffs, but could find no traces of the Eagles, while the 
boatmen all agreed that it was some years since any had been 
observed in their old haunts. 

The disappearance of this fine species from the Irish fauna 
is a national loss, and is the more to be regretted as the breed
ing stock in Scotland is now reduced to a very low ebb, so 
that any untoward accident to the few surviving pairs will 
mean the extinction of this species in the British Isles. Mr. 
Warren is of opinion that the Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysa'etus) 
is in Ireland on the verge of extermination, being reduced to a 
single pair, and states that the eyrie on Muilrea is now 
unoccupied, the last bird having been poisoned in the spring 
of 1910. Possibly in this case the number of surviving birds 
may be under-estimated. F. C. R. JOURDAOT. 

SNOW-GEESE IN ESSEX. 
IN a recent issue of BRITISH BIRDS (antea, p. 25), I gave some 
particulars supplied to me by Major Thornhill regarding 
supposed Snow-Geese (Chen hyperboreus) seen by him in Essex 
this summer. Mr. A. W. Craig, Rettendon Hall, Wickford, 
has since given me the following further information. On 
May 11th, 1911, he saw two Snow-Geese on a strictly preserved 
marsh near Wickford—getting within thirty-five yards of the 
birds, and placing their identity beyond question. In July 
it was reported that they were nesting on another marsh 
in the vicinity, but this proved false, the birds in this case 
being merely Sheld-duek, as Mr. Craig discovered. My 
informant adds that it is thought that any Snow-Geese seen 
in Essex this summer, must have been birds that had escaped 
from Woburn. I t would be well to have verification of this. 

A. LANDSBOROTJGH THOMSON. 

TUFTED DUCKS BREEDING IN BEDFORDSHIRE. 
I AM very much surprised to read in the September number 
(p. 114) that there is only one previous record of the breeding 
of the Tufted Duck (Fuligula cristata) in Bedfordshire. This 
can only be because it is such an ordinary occurrence that 
it has not been thought worth reporting. To my certain 
knowledge, Tufted Ducks have bred in the neighbourhood 
of Woburn for the last nine years. These are not imported 
birds; and though some breed in the park, the greater number 
breed outside, M. BEDFORD. 
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BREEDING OF THE GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL 
INLAND IN IRELAND. 

IN the Birds of Ireland (p. 340), Mr. R. J. Ussher states that 
the district round Naran (co. Donegal) is the only part of 
Ireland in which he has ascertained that this Gull breeds on 
islands in fresh water loughs. 

On the evening of June 15th, 1911, when on a very hurried 
visit to an island in a lake in north-west Ireland, about 
eighteen miles inland from the sea as the crow flies, on 
which a colony of Lesser Black-backed Gulls (L. fuscus) 
nests, my man found and brought to me two eggs which 
seemed to be too large to belong to the aforesaid species. 
Mr. Jourdain, to whom they were submitted, kindly wrote 
me, under date June 28th, 1911 : " I have carefully measured 
them and compared them with my series, and on the whole 
think I am safe in ascribing them to the Great Black-backed 
Gull. But gulls' eggs are notoriously difficult to identify, and 
there is a bare possibility of their being very abnormal 
specimens of L. fuscus. After giving his reasons pro and 
con, he adds : " Still, I am convinced that your eggs are 
L. marinus." 

On July 9th, Mr. Burkitt, the county surveyor, wrote to 
me that on May 13th, he, with a friend, Mr. Stoney of Monks-
town, went to the island in question, found an egg of apparently 
L. marinus, watched the Gulls for some time, and that Mr. 
Stoney was of opinion there were several pairs of L. marinus. 
On May 29th, Mr. Burkitt alone paid a second visit to the 
island, and found a nest of L. marinus with two eggs close to 
the single egg observed on May 13th, but which had since 
been sucked, and easily distinguished the parents through 
their anxiety as to the nest and chasing L. fuscus, their different 
note, heavier flight, and great size. On this occasion he was 
definitely sure of one pair only. I submitted this letter to 
Mr. Jourdain, who wrote me under date July 18th, 1911 : 
" After the additional evidence you have now brought to light, 
there is no doubt whatever that L. marinus breeds on Gay 
Island." I may say that on various occasions I have thought 
I have seen on this island and at other parts of the lake 
L. marinus, and that in May, 1909, I found on the island a 
Gull in a state of decomposition, and forwarded the head and 
neck to my friend Mr. Pycraft, who kindly identified them, 
pronouncing them to belong to L. marinus. 

HERBERT TREVELYAN. 

[By a curious coincidenca the last number of the Zoologist 
(September, 1911, p. 349) contains a note by Mr. R. Warren 
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on a pair of Great Black-backed Gulls found breeding by 
Mr. H. Scroope on a grassy island in Lough Conn in north 
Mayo (the name of the lough is written " Corm " loc. cit., 
but this is apparently a misprint). Mr. Warren says that 
this is the first instance he has known of the Great Black-
backed Gull breeding on an inland fresh-water lake in Ireland. 
It is at least nine or ten miles from the sea, and twelve or 
fourteen miles from Downpatrick Head, the nearest breeding 
haunt on the coast. The grassy island in question was also 
frequented by Black-headed Gulls, and the destruction of 
their eggs by their larger relatives must have been enormous. 
Mr. Scroope took the three eggs of the Great Black-backed 
Gull in order to prove the correctness of his identification, 
as a pair of Lesser Black-backed Gulls had frequented the 
lake for some years past, and their fledged young were seen 
accompanying their parents.—EDS.] 

SOOTY SHEARWATERS OPE THE WEST COAST 
OP IRELAND. 

WHEN on my yacht on August 17th, 1911, off the west coast 
of Ireland, between Eagle Island and Black Rock, I saw a 
large number of Sooty Shearwaters (Pufflnus griseus); there 
was a strong south-westerly breeze at the time. The following 
morning, when the wind had changed to the north-west and 
the sea was calm, I returned to the same place, hoping to 
have another look at them, but they had all gone, as also the 
Manx Shearwaters of which there had been a great number 
the previous day. M. BEDFOBD. 

[The above is an interesting addition to Mr. H. Becher's 
observations in the autumn of 1892, 1899, 1900, and 1901, 
when he saw considerable numbers of Great and Sooty 
Shearwaters off the extreme south-west of Ireland (of. 
Vol. II., p. 372).—EDS.] 

FULMAR BREEDING IN IRELAND. 
MR. R. J. USSHER gives a full account in the Irish Naturalist, 
1911 (pp. 149-152), of the important discovery of the Fulmar 
(Fulmarus glaciatis) breeding in Ireland. 

On July 10th, 1911, Mr. Ussher was on the northern coast 
of Mayo, and was told by a boatman that there were white 
" Cawnoges " in one of the cliffs, and that they had appeared 
there some four years ago, and were increasing. On pro
ceeding to the place Mr. Ussher found that these birds 
were nesting in a great sea-cliff some 700 feet high, and on 
ledges scattered here and there he counted on July 11th 
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eighteen sitting birds, and remarks that there were probably 
more out of his range of vision. All that he saw were in 
about the same part of the cliff, and about 400 feet above the 
water, Mr, Ussher very carefully and clearly identified the 
birds with powerful binoculars, and afterwards had a close 
view of several which flew near his boat, and there can be no 
doubt that they were Fulmars. 

Mr. Ussher has been informed since his first brief report 
of this discovery (t.c, p. 148), by Mr. Nevin H. Foster, that 
Messrs. H. Malcomson and E. Green saw a colony of about 
twenty Fulmars on an Ulster cliff in May of this year, and 
were informed that these birds first appeared there in 
1910. Mr. R. M. Barrington follows (pp. 152-154) with some 
general remarks on the discovery, in which he points out 
that the Hooded Crow is called " White Caurogue," which 
might have been the origin of the name given to the Fulmars 
by the boatman. 

The Fulmar has previously only been known in Ireland 
as a visitor, seen frequently in the Atlantic twenty to eighty 
miles off the western and northern coasts, and rarely coming 
to land except when storm-driven. The extension of the 
breeding-range of the bird to northern and north-western 
Ireland is particularly interesting in connexion with the 
increase of the bird and extension of its range in Scotland, 
which has been noted for some years past. 

Briefly, this extension may be chronicled as follows : 
Originally confined to St. Kilda ; in 1878 found breeding 
in Foula, Shetland, and had probably done so previously; 
in 1891 reached the Orkneys; in 1897 birds seen at Cape 
Wrath (Sutherland) were thought to be breeding; while a 
colony was certainly nesting in 1901 (and probably 1900), 
on Handa (Sutherland); breeding about 1900 at Dunnet Head 
(Caithness) ; some were seen on Barra in 1899, and eggs were 
found in 1902 ; the Flannan Isles were certainly tenanted 
in 1902, and probably some years previously ; meanwhile 
they were spreading to several new localities in the Orkneys 
and Shetlands, and reached Fair Isle in 1902 ; at N. Rona 
they were established in great numbers in 1910 ; and in 1911 
Mr. Meiklejohn recorded (supra, p. 56) a considerable south
ward extension on the Scottish mainland, namely to Berriedale 
Head in Caithness. 

I t should be noted that in almost all these new breeding 
places, a considerable increase in the birds has been recorded 
a few years after their first arrival, so that their appearance 
in Ireland is not unexpected. H. F. WITHBBBY. 
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THREE BBOODS OF BLACKBIRDS REARED FROM ONE NEST.— 
In the Zeitschrifl fur Oologie und Ornithologie, XXI., p. 15, 
Herr P.Krefft gives particulars of a nest of Blackbirds (Tmrdus 
memla) which was used three times in succession by a pair 
of birds for breeding purposes, and asks whether any similar 
instance has been known to occur. Of course many instances 
are on record in which the same nest has been used twice, 
but the only case in which we are aware of three broods 
having been reared in one nest in England, is that recorded 
in the Field of June 15th, 1901, where Mr. E. Hawes gives 
details of an occurrence of this kind in an old arbor-vite 
stump in his garden in Richmond during the spring of 1901. 

GOLDEN ORIOLE SEEN IN YORKSHIRE.—Mr. S. Crook, 
records (Nat., 1911, p. 330) that he and a friend saw a male 
Golden Oriole (Oriolus gatbula) at a distance of ten yards, 
on July 9th, 1911, at Hackness, near Scarborough. The 
Golden Oriole is rarely observed so far north as Yorkshire. 

SWALLOW NESTING IN A TREE.—Mr. E. A. Pitch in the 
Zoologist, 1911 (p. 314), describes the nest of a Swallow 
(Hirundo rustica) built in the outside branch of a pendent 
maple tree, hanging over a tributary of the River Chelmer. 
Several similar instances have been previously recorded 
(c/. Yarrell, 4th Ed., II . , pp. 343, 348 ; Birds of Lancashire, 
2nd Ed., p. 56; Field, September 5th and 12th, 1885 ; Zool., 
1888, p. 486, and Ibis, 1896, p. 135, etc.), but the occurrence 
of such nests is sufficiently rare to deserve record. 

HOOPOES BREEDING IN CONFINEMENT.—In Bird Notes, 
1911 (pp. 221 and 257), Mr. M. Armstein describes the success
ful rearing of five young Hoopoes in his aviary in 1911. 
They were hatched on July 8th, the hen incubating alone. 
During the whole period she was never once seen off the nest, 
but was fed constantly by the male. Before nesting the cock 
went through a curious performance : taking a mealworm he 
offered it to the hen, and when she opened her bill to receive 
it he would place it almost inside, but then withdraw it 
again. This was repeated for five or six minutes. After the 
young were fledged, this performance was repeated on 
July 28th. 

GREEN SANDPIPER, IN THE OUTER HEBRIDES.—Mr. A. T. A. 
Ritchie records (Field, 26.8.1911, p. 528) that on August 
3rd, 1911, he shot a male example of Totanus ochropus near 
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Rodel, South Harris, Outer Hebrides. The Green Sandpiper 
has only once before been recorded from the Outer Hebrides, 
viz., in South Uist, on October 31st, 1901 (cf. Vol. II., p. 269). 

THE LATE M B . ALEXANDEB WILLIAMS.—Only a limited 
number of friends were aware that Mr. Alexander Williams 
of Jerez de la Erontera, who recently died at Ben Rhydding, 
suddenly in his seventieth year, while on a visit to England, 
was really the prime mover in the attempt to re-introduce 
the Great Bustard (Otis tarda) to Norfolk. He managed 
to get together at considerable expense no fewer than 
sixteen of these birds, and with the co-operation of Lord 
Walsingham and Lord Iveagh, they were liberated at 
Elveden in 1900. Though some of the birds actually 
nested, several were wantonly shot, and others came to 
various untimely ends or strayed away, so that the 
experiment ended in failure. A photograph of one of these 
Norfolk nests is reproduced in the Field, September 16th, 
1911 (p. 678), together with some notes on the subject of the 
re-introduction. Mr. Williams was one of the lessees of the 
famous Coto de Dofiana, now the property of Sefiores 
Garvey, known to ornithologists as the breeding ground of 
Flamingos, most of the European Herons, and many other 
interesting species, and his hospitality was freely extended 
to visiting naturalists. 


	Notes
	Recovery of marked birds
	Recovery of marked Starlings
	A marked Arctic Tern
	Fieldfares swallowing fæces of their young
	Rock-Thrush in Sussex
	A Paor of Robins building many nests
	Barred Warbler in Lincolnshire
	British Willow-Tit in Lanarkshire
	Unusual nesting-site of the Grey Wagtail
	Pied Flycatchers breeding in Devonshire
	Numbers of young in broods of Swallows and House-Martins in 1911
	Quick growth of a brood of Swallows and a possible cause
	Roller in Devonshire
	Young Cuckoo in the nest of a Bullfinch
	Young Great Spotted Woodpeckers
	Probable breeding of the Little owl in Berkshire
	Extermination of the Sea-Eagle in Ireland
	Snow-Geese in Essex
	Tufted Bucks breeding in Bedfordshire
	Breeding of the Great Black-backed Gull inland in Ireland
	Sooty Shearwaters off the west coast of Ireland
	Fulmar breeding in Ireland
	Three broods in Blackbirds reared from one nest
	Golden Oriole seen in Yorkshire
	Swallow nesting in a tree
	Hoopoes breeding in confinement
	Green Sandpiper in the Outer Hebrides
	The late Mr Alexander Williams


