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THE eagerly awaited " Final Report of the Committee of 
Inquiry on Grouse Disease," has now been published, and 
seasonably enough was in the hands of subscribers two days 
before the "Festival of St. Grouse." 

Those who received the Notes on the Grouse, an interim 
report of 71 pages, issued by the Committee in 1906, were 
probably somewhat staggered by the bulky appearance of 
the " Final Report," in two volumes quarto, containing 
some 660 pages and upwards of 140 illustrations and maps. 

A cursory glance through these ponderous tomes will be 
enough to assure the ordinary reader of the thorough manner 
in which the Committee have set about their task, but it is 
to be hoped that the mass of information which is thus pre
sented to the public, may not lose its utility from its very 
massiveness. In these days of hurry and scurry there is 
a general desire to come to the point quickly ; and searching 
for the needle of advice in the haystack of records and figures, 
is an occupation reserved for the comparatively few. Had 
Lord Lovat's excellent remarks on " Causes of Mortality in 
Red Grouse" (Chap. VII.), " Moor Management" (Chap. 
XVIL), "Heather-burning" (Chap. XVIII.), "Keepers 
and Keepering" (Chap. XX.), and "S tock" (Chap. XXI.), 
been issued as one volume, and the remainder of the report 
as the other, much practical advice would probably have been 
more widely disseminated. In this way the labours of the 
Committee would have more quickly borne fruit; but perhaps 
it is not impossible that some such brochure may yet be 
prepared for the use of landlords, sportsmen, and their 
employees who are not so foitunate as to be able to follow 
Drs. Shipley, Fantham, and others readily in their pursuit of 
Trichostrongylus pergracilis and Eimeria (Ooccidmm) avium 
through the intestines of the mueh-plagued Grouse. 

If we dismiss the objection that the work might more 
"usefully have been divided into two parts—the one scientific, 
the other unscientific—-there remain but few suggestions 
to make on the work as a whole. Indeed, it is as a whole 
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that the report both astonishes and gratifies the reader. 
That the cost of the inquiry, extending over a period of six 
years, was only £4,336, is sufficient testimony of the liberality 
with which every person connected with the inquiry must 
have given his services. We learn from the Appendix (Vol. 
II., p. 26) that the Committee, now that they have published 
their Report, have a debit balance of about £560, which they 
hope to reduce partially by the sales of the work under review; 
and it may here be suggested that were a brochure, on the 
lines suggested above, published, its sale might well prove 
a help in working off this debt. 

The frontispiece and the plates, drawn by Dr. Edward 
A Wilson, illustrating the various plumages of the Red 
Grouse, are disappointing. " Young chicks" are not so 
mature in appearance as is indicated in the former, and the 
plates drawn from typical skins lack detail to a degree which 
renders them inartistic, though they serve their purpose 
in demonstrating the differences in the plumage at different 
seasons in either sex, and in individuals. 

The present writer is not in a position to criticize the work 
of the " Doctors," if indeed criticism is possible ; and as regards 
the sequence of plumages in the Red Grouse, he will not rush 
in where angels should fear to tread. I t is in vain that he 
has searched the index for the mention of the Rabbit or the 
Mountain-hare; nor has he been able, when reading Lord 
Lovat's remarks, to find any but the most cursory animad
versions on these rodents. The guidance of a capable 
authority on these subjects would have been welcomed. 

The whole Report has perhaps been written too much from 
the standpoint of the large proprietor of recognized grouse 
moors. The small proprietors of moor-land are sufficiently 
numerous to be a source of danger, in any case, to their larger 
neighbours; and if observations could have been carried out 
in districts where Red Grouse are not numerous, and where 
landlords are less able to cope with the expense of putting 
their moors in order, the Report might have gained in being 
more widely beneficial. 

This work is announced as " the Final Report" of this 
Committee, but if, as is stated (Vol. I., p. 498) " the value 
of grouse shootings as a factor in the national prosperity " 
amounts to upwards of £2,000,000 per annum, surely some
thing more than an occasional unpaid Committee is required 
to be in existence to advise on the maintenance of so valuable 
an asset ? The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries might 
well add to its permanent staff, experts in avian matters; 
not only to study the welfare of Red Grouse, but also a number 
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of other subjects connected with birds and their relation 
to man. Sir Edward Straehey has recently announced 
that some £50,000 is to be bestowed by the Board of Agri
culture and Fisheries on " agricultural research and kindred 
subjects," and " agricultural zoology" is one of the heads 
specially mentioned. I t would therefore seem possible that 
an Ornithological Bureau, such as has long been effective in 
the United States of America, may at no distant date have 
a beginning in our own country. 

To return, in conclusion, to the book under review : The 
Committee has revealed to us the cause of Grouse disease, 
lias discussed exhaustively various ailments from which Grouse 
suffer, has exploded the theory of " frosted heather," and 
has given us a history of " Grouse disease." The result of 
the 660 odd pages might be summarized, from a practical 
point of view, thus :— 

(a) Do not attempt to keep a larger stock of Grouse 
than your moor will provide food for in the early 
spring : 

and 
(b) Burn your heather in such a rotation as to provide 

the maximum amount of food-supply for your Grouse 
at that season. 

As a whole-hearted piece of work The Grouse in Health 
and in Disease will ever be regarded as a monumental 
monograph, which will always be refened to as the authori
tative work on the subject; it is only to be feared that its 
present monumental character may be prejudicial to its 
immediate utility. H.S.G 

The North Staffordshire Field Club: Annual Report and 
Transactions. 1910-11. Edited by W. Wells Bladen. 
Vol. XLV. Price 5s. 

THE Annual Report of this nourishing Society contains, as 
usual, more than one article of interest to ornithologists. 
Mr. J. R. B. Masefield contributes his sectional report on 
Zoology (Aves, pp. 68-76), in which he informs us that a 
new Protection Order for the county has now received the 
sanction of the Home Office. In this case we are glad to see 
that the County Council obtained Mr. Masefield's assistance 
in drafting the order, and consequently it is drafted on more 
scientific lines than fa usually the case, though still susceptible 
of considerable improvement. Thus the protection of eggs 
of purely marine forms in an inland county seems somewhat 
unnecessary. The classified records contain several items 
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of interest to students of the county fauna, but for the benefit 
of future workers we would appeal to the compiler to append 
the year to all records, or else to arrange them under separate 
years. The Report is dated 1910-11, and published in June, 
1911, so that it is not always easy to decide whether records 
relating to " last winter " or specific dates between January 
and April (with no year appended) refer to 1910 or 1911. 
We are, however, grateful to Mr. Masefield for tabulating 
his records in scientific order, and thus rendering them much 
more convenient for reference. 

Pochards visited Gailey Pools in considerable numbers on 
March 20th, 1910, no fewer than 250 being observed on that 
date. The Tufted Duck has increased as a breeding species 
at Patshull, where seventeen nests were found in 1910; but 
it shows a marked tendency to become a summer rather than 
a permanent resident. A Purple Sandpiper is recorded as 
having been seen in March, 1909, at Chartley. This is a new 
species to the county list. There are also additional records 
of the Ruff, Red-throated Diver, and other scarce visitors. 

Mr. W. Wells Bladen's " Bird Notes " (pp. 94-105) are illus
trated by photographs of the nests of Wheatear, Pied Wagtail, 
and Meadow-Pipit, taken on the slag-heaps of the Potteries, 
where these birds now breed regularly. At least eight pairs 
of Wheatears nested in the Shelton slag-heaps, half of the 
nests being within sixty yards of the place where the molten 
slag is tipped. Still more remarkable is a note of a pair of 
Stonechats building in a cinder wall, but unfortunately in 
this case the nest was deserted subsequently. F.C.R.J. 
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