
nOTES 
RECOVERY OP MARKED BIRDS. 

REDBREAST (Eriihacus rubecula).—B.B., No. A990, marked 
by Mr. A. Bankes at Salisbury, Wiltshire, on July 22nd, 
1911, as an adult. Recovered at the same place on 
November 4th, 1911, and re-marked with the same ring. 

HEDGE -SPARROW (Accentor modularis).—B.B., No. A989, 
marked as No. A990 on July 27th, 1911. Recovered at 
the same place on November 16th, 1911, and re-marked 
with the same ring. 

LINNETS (Linota cannabina).—B.B., No. D226, marked by 
Mr. A. G- Leigh at Hampton in Arden, Warwickshire, on 
May 26th, 19] 1, as a nestling. Recovered in Medoc, near 
Bordeaux, Gironde, France, on October 25th, 1911. Re
ported by M. E. Rousse. 
B.B. No.'C624, marked by Mr. N. H. Joy at Bradfield, 
near Reading, Berkshire, on June 6th, 1911, as a 
nestling. Recovered at Sabres, Landes, France, on 
October 25th, 1911. Reported by M. J. Cassagne. 

SPARROW-HAWKS (Accipiter nisus).—B.B., No. 1O308, marked 
by Mr. E. A. Wallis at Rubery, Warwickshire, on July 
3rd, 1911, as a nestling. Recovered at Chaddesley-
Corbett, near Kidderminster, Worcestershire, on October 
25th, 1911. Reported by Mr. J. Steele Elliott. 
B.B., No. 10310, marked as No. 10308 (same brood). 
Recovered at Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, on November 
14th, 1911. Reported by Mr. E. Phillips. 

CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax carbo).—B.B., No. 8941, marked 
by Mr. R. M. Barrington at Saltee Island, co. Wexford, 
on June 26th, 1910, as a nestling. Recovered at Audierne, 
Finistere, Prance, on November 16th, 1911. Reported by 
M. Emile Caroff. 

COMMON HERON (Ardea cinerea).—B.B.,No. 50083, marked by 
Mr. G. T. Atchison at Harbottle, Northumberland, on 
April 4th, 1911, as a nestling. Recovered near Belford, 
Northumberland, the first week in November, 1911. Re
ported by Mr. J. E. Harting. 

WOODCOCK (Scolopax rusticula).—B.B.,No. 12611, marked by 
Mr. T. Pattison (per Mr. M. Portal) near Carlisle, Cum
berland, on May 15th, 1911, as a nestling. Recovered at 
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Newtown, co. Galway, on October 31st, 1911. Reported 
by Mr. R. 0. Harrison. 
B.B., No. 12603, marked as No. 12611, on May 11th, 
1911. R covered at Longtown, Cumberland, on Novem
ber 22nd, 1911. Reported by Mr. J. W. Makant. 
BB., No. 12099, marked as No. 12611 on May 14th, 
1911, by Mr. Davidson per Mr. M. Portal. Recovered 
at Ecclefechan, Dumfriesshire, on November 25th, 1911. 
Reported by J. E. Johnson-Ferguson. 

COMMON SNIPE (Gallinago cceestis).—B.B., No. 14164, marked 
by Mr. R. E. Knowles on the east Cheshire Hills, on May 
31st, 1911, as a fledgling. Recovered at Blyfchebridge, 
near Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, on November 18th. 
1911. Reported by Mr. F. G. Mather. 

COMMON TEENS (Sterna fluviatilis).—B.B., No. 10298, marked 
by Mr. W. I. Beaumont at Cam Skerries, Summer Isles, 
Ross-shire, on August 5th, 1911, as a nestling. Recovered 
fifteen miles south of Oporto, Portugal, at the beginning 
of October, 1911. Reported by Mr. W. C. Tait. 
B.B., No. 12530, marked by Mr. R. O. Blyth at Loch 
Thom, Renfrewshire, on July 22nd, 1911, as a nestling. 
Recovered near Aveiro, Portugal, on October 11th, 1911. 
Reported by Mr. J. D. Pereira da Graca and Mr. W. C. Tait. 

BLACK-HEADED GULLS (Larus ridibundus).—B.B., No. 22585, 
marked by Major H. Trevelyan on Gull Island, Lower 
Lough Erne, co. Fermanagh, on June 15th, 1911, as a 
nestling. Recovered at Lisnaskea, co. Fermanagh, on 
October 20th, 1911. Reported by the Belfast Evening 
Telegraph. 
B.B., No. 30388, marked by Messrs. Robinson and 
Smalley at Ravenglass, Cumberland, on June 11th, 1910, 
as a nestling. Recovered near Wigton, Cumberland, on 
November 4th, 1911. Reported by Mr. R. S. Wilson. 

COMMON GULL (Larus canus).—B.B., No. 22058, marked by 
Mr. W. I. Beaumont at Eil Beg, Dunstaffnage, Argyll
shire, on June 29th, 1911, as a nestling. Recovered at 
St. Mullens, co. Carlow, on November 1st, 1911. Re
ported by Mr. J. Miller. 

MABKED ABKOAD AND RECOVERED m ENGLAND. 
STARLING (Sturnus vulgaris).—{Viborg No. 204), marked at 

Viborg, Denmark, by Herr C. C. Mortensen, on October 
7th, 1911, as a young bird, was recovered near Shropham, 
Norfolk, on November 12th, 1911, and reported to us by 
Mr. B. B. Sapwell. 
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BLACK-HEADED GULL (Lams ridibundus).— (Rossitten No. 
5819), marked in Schleswig on June 25th, 1911, was 
recovered at Breydon, Norfolk, on October 27th, 1911. 
Reported to us by Dr. C. B. Ticehurst. 

ICTERINE WARBLER IN NORFOLK. 

A FEMALE Icterine Warbler (Hypolais icterina) was shot at 
Wells, Norfolk, on September 13th, 1911. During the night 
of September 12-13 there had been a good deal of cloud and 
some rain, with a north-westerly wind varying in force. The 
migration was not a large one and consisted, so far as I could 
see, of Wheatears, Redstarts, and a few Whitethroats. 

Mr. Pashley had sent me a wire from Cley on the previous 
day, September 12th, " Redstarts, Flycatchers on the move," 
and I had seen a Wheatear, a Whitethroat, and a cock Snow-
Bunting in the middle of the day, along the coast at Wells. 

FRANK PENROSE. 

SUPPOSED REED-WARBLER IN MERIONETH. 

THE recorded occurrences of the Reed-Warbler (Acrocephalus 
streperus) in North Wales are so few and scattered, that the 
following is worth noting. One day in August, 1911, Mr. H. G. 
Attlee heard the song of the Reed-Warbler issuing from a bed 
of reeds at Llanvihangel-y-traethau, near Harlech. He heard 
it only once, and for a short while, but it was at a distance of 
only a few yards. He is familiar with the songs of the Reed-
and Sedge-War biers, and has no doubt, in his own mind, that 
it was the former. He has studied the bird-life of that district 
for several years, but never came across the Reed-Warbler" 
before. The bird may have been only a passing migrant, 
but there are plenty of reeds suitable for nesting Just there, 
(c/. Vert. Fauna of N. Woks, p. 96—occurrence at Barmouth). 

H. E. FORREST. 

LATE NESTING OF THE GREAT TIT. 

ON October 14th, 1911, I happened to be going round my 
garden at Duddington, Edinburgh, with my dog, when it 
suddenly made a jump at a shrub. There immediately 
tumbled out two Great Tits (Parus major), newly out of the 
nest, and unable to fly. One fluttered along the lawn and 
got safely into the root of a yew tree, and the other I rescued 
from the dog. The parent birds flew excitedly from branch 
to branch overhead. WILLIAM SERLE. 
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WILLOW-TIT IN WORCESTERSHIRE AND 
HEREFORDSHIRE. 

DURING the spring and early summer of 1911, I met with 
Willow-Tits (P. atricapillus kleinschmidti) in the parishes of 
Suckley (Worcestershire), and Aeton Beauchamp and Cradley 
(Herefordshire). They were about as uncommon as they are 
near Reading. 

These observations depend on the note of the bird. I 
may, however, add that the difference in the head is quite 
obvious with the aid of binoculars at close range. Further, 
since my note on this subject (Vol. IV., pp. 146-7), I have 
read the account of the notes of P. palustris communis and 
P. atricapillus salicarius given by Dr. Hartert in his Die 
Vogel der paldarktischen Fauna, and find that they agree 
precisely with those of the corresponding British forms. 

C. J. ALEXANDEB. 

WHITE WAGTAILS IN AUTUMN IN IRELAND. 
IN the spring of 1910 I noticed some White Wagtails (Mota-
cilla alba) on the coast of Wexford (Vol. IV., p. 18). This 
autumn, being in the same place, I saw two small parties of 
White Wagtails on September 13th (1911), and on the next 
day either the same or other small flocks. On the same days 
I saw several flocks of Pied Wagtails, but the White Wagtails 
kept apart from them. Throughout the rest of September 
and early October, there were considerable numbers of Pied 
Wagtails passing through almost every day, in small parties 
or flocks up to fifty individuals each. All these parties and 
flocks contained old as well as young birds, and although I 
will not vouch for the latter, all the old birds I saw were Pied, 
and I detected no more White Wagtails. 

The White Wagtail has very seldom been noticed in Ireland 
in autumn, but curiously enough Mr. R. Warren has just 
recorded (Zool., 1911, p. 385) a pair as seen in the last week of 
August, 1911, by Captain Kirkwood at Bartragh, co. Mayo, 
where they have been observed every spring for some years, 
but never before in the autumn. H. F. WITHEBBY. 

ALBINISM AND XANTHOCROISM IN THE 
PIED WAGTAIL. 

ON October 19th, 1911, Messrs. Spicer and Sons of Birmingham, 
received for preservation a variety of the Pied Wagtail 
{Motacilla lugubris). Mr. Spicer, junr., informs me that it 
proved, on dissection, to be a male, and through his kindness 
I was able to examine it when freshly set up, the following 
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being a description : Forehead, white; crown, French grey, 
slightly barred with darker grey and tinged with sulphur-
yellow ; cheeks and upper-sides of neck pale yellow, save 
for a patch of grey behind the eyes ; mantle, back, and rump 
pale grey tinged with sulphur-yellow; upper tail-coverts 
very pale grey ; tail grey, faintly barred with darker ; wing-
coverts grey (lesser rather darker) edged with white ; primaries 
and secondaries very pale grey, edged with white; throat white, 
tinged with yellow ; pectoral band grey ; lower-breast and 
abdomen pure white ; flanks very pale grey ; beak, legs and 
claws black ; culmen .5 in. ; wing 3.3 in. ; tail 3.0 in.; tarsus 
1.0 in. In regarding this bird as an albinistic variety of 
M. lugubris, I have been guided by the fact that, of the 
European Wagtails of approximately the same length, it 
comes nearest to the Pied Wagtail in the measurements of the 
culmen, wing, tail and tarsus (cf. Dresser's Birds of Europe). 
Mr. T. Ground, to whose kindness in aiding me in the identi
fication I am much indebted, lent me an adult male in breeding 
plumage from his collection for comparison, and the dimensions 
of this specimen were: Culmen .55 in., wing 3.4 in., tail 2.7 in., 
tarsus .9 in., which agree very closely with those of the variety. 
In addition to the evidence afforded by measurement, it will 
be seen that the bird closely resembles the Pied Wagtail in 
winter plumage, with the replacement of the black and grey 
coloration by paler shades of grey. 

The yellow wash on the cheeks, which corresponds precisely 
with the white patch in M. lugubris, may be due to the specimen 
being immature (an assumption which is supported by the 
barring on the crown and tail, and by the sexual organs not 
being fully developed), but that on the crown, back, and 
throat seems to be undoubtedly due to xanthocroism—a 
variation which, in conjunction with albinism, must be most 
unusual. A. GEOFFREY LEIGH. 

[It might equaEy well be a specimen of a White Wagtail.— 
H.F.W.] 

FOUR HOUSE-MARTINS FEEDING YOUNG 
IN ONE NEST. 

WITH reference to the note on page 136 of the October number 
of BRITISH BIRDS, on the breeding of the House-Martin 
(Chelidon urbica), I may record that a pair of these birds 
reared two broods this year from one nest under the eaves 
of my house. I noticed the parent birds feeding this second 
brood on September 17th. On October 1st and 2nd they 
were still carrying food, but were assisted by two other House-
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Martins. On October 3rd the young left the nest and disap
peared with the old birds. 

In 1906 the same thing occurred. I have a note dated 
September 18th, 1906, that the old birds were still feeding 
the young of a second brood, assisted by other Martins. On 
September 20th, 1906, young and old birds disappeared 
together. J. S. T. WALTON. 

THE MIGRATION OF SLENDER-BILLED 
NUTCRACKERS. 

IN NORFOLK. 
OCTOBER 4th, 1911, was a very still day in Norfolk, and this 
was succeeded by a boisterous night and a gale from the north
east, which, at 7 a.m. the following morning, was registered 
by the Meteorological Office as E.N.E., force six, at Yarmouth. 
On the 6th, my woodman informed me that he had the day 
before seen a remarkable bird, unknown to him, perched on 
an oak tree at Hempstead, which he described as brown in 
colour with a white bar on the tail, and about the size of a 
Jackdaw. I at once suggested a Nutcracker, and accordingly 
the same day an example of this uncommon species, presum
ably the same one, was shot at Cawston, a parish only nine 
miles further inland, and forwarded to Mr. T. E. Gunn. This 
showing of the white upon the tail was a feature noticed when 
my son and I were at the Riffel Alp in Switzerland with 
Mr. W. H. St. Quintin, in July, 1905, and I am not surprised 
that it at once attracted my woodman's attention. On the 
same day (October 5th), and not far from the same place, 
distant from the sea about two-and-a-half miles, a Hoopoe 
was seen, and a Scoter was met with near Norwich. In all 
probability these birds had come in during the night of 
the gale, as well as the Buckinghamshire Nutcracker, which 
Mr. Hollis records (p. 167) as having been first seen on the 
6th. It has often been remarked how birds of different 
species come in with the same wind. On the 9th, a second 
Nutcracker was shot on some low ground at Sparham, which 
is a very little way from Cawston, by Mr. J. A. Sayer, 
and has since been offered to the Norwich Museum. This 
also was sent to Mr. Gunn, who made a careful dissection of 
the ovaries in both cases, for they were both females. Both 
these Nutcrackers belong to the slender-billed Siberian race 
(Nucifraga c. macrorhynchus), indicating their eastern origin. 
In one of them, which was exhibited by the writer to the 
Norwich Naturalists' Society, the culmen measured 1.9 in., 
and the upper mandible projected considerably over the 
lower one. J. H. GUBNEY. 
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I N SUFFOLK. 

WITH reference to the migration of Nutcrackers, I may 
record that a female was shot on November 11th, 1911, in 
the parish of Beyton, near Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk, and 
brought to me soon afterwards. I t is one of the slender-
billed form; the man who shot it had seen it about for a 
week or more, and noticed its resemblance to a Jackdaw. 

JULIAN G. TUCK. 

ON THE CONTINENT. 

IN the pages of our contemporary, the Ornithologische Monats-
berichte, for 1911, pp. 169 and 185, numerous records of the 
appearance of the Siberian or Slender-billed race of the 
Nutcracker (Nucifraga caryocatactes macrorhynchus Brehm) 
in Germany and Upper Austria have recently been published. 

The first notice is from F. Tischler, who shot one on Sep
tember 10th at Losgehnen near Bfirtenstein (Bast Prussia). 
On September 17th another was obtained about ten kilometres 
north of Liibeck by W. Blohm. Two specimens (identified 
as belonging to the thin-billed race) were obtained from a 
small flock seen in the Sibyllenort Revier, Silesia, by E. Speer, 
on September 22nd, while two more were shot in the 
Poggenpohl preserve near Liibeck on the following day 
(P. Waack). Dr. E. Hesse writes that on September 24th, 
he met with a single bird near Kuhhorst in Havelliind (Branden
burg). Another was seen on September 26th about ten 
kilometres south of Molln i. Lbg., and R. Heyder observed 
one on October 1st, in an orchard ten kilometres north of 
Chemnitz (Saxony), while Dr. R. Biedermann-Imhoof saw 
one fly overhead on October 6th at Eutin (north of Liibeck). 
Ritter von Tschusi zu Schmidhoffen also reports a strong 
immigration of Slender-billed Nutcrackers into Upper Austria, 
but gives no details as yet. 

I t is too early to draw any conclusions as to the extent of 
the movement, which seems, however, to be proceeding on 
a wide base. In all the cases where specimens have been 
examined, they have proved to belong to the Siberian race. 

P. C. R. JOUEDAIN. 

JAYS IN LONDON. 

ON October 3rd, 1911, I observed two Jays (Oarrulus glan-
darius), apparently about to alight upon a tall factory-chimney 
between New Cross and Bermondsey, at a spot about three 
miles from the centre of London. 
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I think it may safely be concluded that the birds were 
passing migrants, as it is hardly to be conceived that a locality 
exists in the immediate neighbourhood, where such a woodland-
loving species is resident, and from which the birds seen may 
have temporarily wandered. I was travelling by train at 
the time of the occurrence, and was therefore unable to 
ascertain in what direction the Jays took their departure. 

HOWARD BENTHAM. 

NIGHTJAR FREQUENTING A BEEHIVE. 
FBOM the 16th to 30th September, 1911, a Nightjar (Capri-
midgm europmus) took up its quarters in the garden of Mr. P. L. 
Rawlins on the outskirts of Rhyl, a place where this bird is 
hardly ever seen or heard. I t was constantly to be found 
squatting on the top of a wooden beehive in the full blaze 
of the sun, frequenting the spot no doubt on account of the 
warmth, for it did not seem to molest the bees or take any 
notice of them. By careful stalking I was able to approach 
within four feet and photograph it as it sat there, motionless 
with closed eyes. 

The last occasion on which the Nightjar was seen was 
September 30th, when it spent the first few hours of the 
morning on the ground almost under the hive; as the day 
got warmer it moved into its old position on the hive. 

H. E. FORREST. 

ON THE CLIMBING MOVEMENTS OP THE GREAT 
SPOTTED WOODPECKER. 

ITS an early number of BRITISH BIRDS (Vol. II., p. 93; of. 
also p. 145) a note appeared on the climbing movements of 
the Green Woodpecker, in which it was stated that " on 
reaching a sufficient elevation it (the male) would descend 
backward with as great rapidity as in its ascension." In this 
connexion it may be of interest to record that on November 
12th, 1911, I saw a Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dendrocopus 
major) fly into a small oak, and after pausing a few seconds, 
run rapidly up the trunk, stopping to tap occasionally; after 
a rather more prolonged pause it suddenly descended the tree 
backwards some eighteen inches, stopped, ascended again 
a few inches and then flew out; the descent was quite as 
rapid as the ascent. I could not observe whether the tail-
feathers were kept away from the tree in the descent, as is 
described in the article referred to, but I think this was 
probably the case, as otherwise they must inevitably have 
•caught in the crevices of the bark. A second bird accompanied 
this one, but I did not see it climb. A. GEOFFREY LEIGH. 

o 
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[While abroad in 1907-8 in Corsica, and 1909-10 in Rou-
mania, I met with two of the Continental forms of this speciesr 
and saw them move backward down the trunk of trees, for short 
distances, dozens of times, exactly as our British Great 
Spotted Woodpecker does. When a bird is rather shy of going 
on to the nest she will alight above it, look round, and when 
satisfied, descend backwards by a series of springs to the hole. 
I have always regarded the backward movement as character
istic of the Woodpeckers, as opposed to the head-downward 
progress of the Nuthatches.—F.C.R.J.] 

NORTHERN GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER 
IN NORTHUMBERLAND. 

IN his paper on " The Birds of that portion of the North-east 
coast between Tynemouth and Seaton Sluice, Northumber
land " (Zoologist, 1911, p. 312), Mr. J. M.Charlton mentions 
several occurrences of Great Spotted Woodpeckers during 
the last nine years, but only one of these appears to have been 
shot. Through the kindness of this gentleman I have been 
able to obtain this specimen, which was shot at Holywell 
Dene in November, 1904. On examination I find that it is 
a bird of the year that has completed its autumn moult, with 
the exception of the crown, where new half-grown black feathers 
are visible amongst the red ones of the juvenile dress. The 
wings measure 132 mm., and the first primary exceeds the 
longest primary-coverts by 7 mm., while the bill is actually 
the broadest I have yet seen, and alone marks it as an 
individual of the Northern race (Dendrocopus major major). 
The coloration of the under-parts is so obscured by the dirt 
acquired from Northumbrian tree-trunks, that nothing definite 
can be said about its shade of colour. N. P. TICBHTJKST. 

YOUNG TAWrNY OWrL FEIGNING DEATH WHEN 
CONFRONTED WITH DANGER. 

ON June 24th, 1911, while searching for the nest of a Nightjar 
in a wood at Alderley Edge, Cheshire, a loud snapping of 
mandibles drew my attention to a young Tawny Owl (Syrnium 
aluco) sitting on a low branch. At my nearer approach it 
sought refuge in flight, and giving chase, I eventually came 
up with it crouching on the ground, with feathers ruffled up 
so that it looked twice its real size, and snapping its bill 
angrily. I threw my coat over the bird, and on withdrawing 
it was surprised to find it feigning death in a thoroughly con-
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vincing manner, lying absolutely inert in my hand with closed 
eyes and the previously ruffled feathers pressed close against 
the body. After a little while I transferred the bird to the 
other hand, whereupon it suddenly threw off its feigned 
unconsciousness and, opening its eyes wide, struck out viciously 
with its formidable talons, and with violently flapping wings 
slipped out of my grasp and flew off, only to come to ground 
again a few hundred yards away. On my coming up to it a 
second time it no longer tried to feign death, but contented 
itself with ruffling its plumage and snapping its mandibles,, 
and on my seizing it again only struck out with its talons. 
Finally I let the bird go, whereupon it flew into a young birch 
tree not far away, and after surveying me intently for several 
minutes began to call for its parents with a peculiar high 
pitched, mewing note, but while I remained in the vicinity 
the old Owls, which from the uneasy twittering of small birds 
I knew not to be far away, did not put in an appearance, 

M. V. WENS-BE-. 

[In connection with the above it may be worth noting 
that a particularly " tame " Tawny Owl which nested in 
a hole in a beech-tree, allowed herself to be pushed off her 
young with a stick and turned over on her back, in which 
position she remained motionless so long as she was being 
watched.—H.F.W.] 

LITTLE OWL IN HEREFORDSHIRE AND 
WORCESTERSHIRE. 

DUEING April and May, 1911, I not infrequently heard Little 
Owls (Athene noctua) at night at Suckley (Worcestershire) ; 
also once in the parish of Acton Beauohamp (Herefordshire), 
when I happened to be over the border after dark. 

C. J. ALEXANDER.. 

WHIMBREL IN WORCESTERSHIRE. 

I UNDERSTAND that the occurrence of the Whimbrel (Numenius 
pheeopus) in the west-midland counties is somewhat uncommon. 
It therefore seems worth while to record that on May 20th, 
1911, I heard two near Suckley (Worcestershire), about 6,45 
p.m.; they were quite low down, apparently flying north, 
but as I was in a wood, I did not see them. 

C. J. ALEXANDEB^ 
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BLUE EGGS OF COMMON TERN. 

ONE day last June I visited the flourishing colony of Common 
Terns (Sterna fluviatilis) on the Chesil Bank, just opposite the 
well-known swannery at Abbotsbury. I examined a good 
many nests, some of which were nearly concealed by festoons 
of the wild pea (Lathyrus maritimus), which grows in abun
dance there, and in about ten nests there was one pale blue, 
unspotted egg, but in no nest more than one. I was given 
to understand that the Terns were carefully protected, and 
there is no doubt that the number of birds breeding there 
has increased of late years, so that, as Mr. Borrer suggests, 
some other explanation for the absence of coloration must 
probably be sought for, as I do not think the nests have been 
plundered to any extent. M. VATTGHAN. 

AT the Hook of Holland, where there is a large colony of 
Common Terns, I saw, on July 8th, 1911, a nest containing 
one, and on July 22nd, a nest containing two unspotted blue 
eggs. This colony is not protected. G. J. VAN OORDT. 

[There seems little doubt that the blue eggs referred to 
above are due to some weakness of the reproductive organs. 
The enormous increase in the proportion of blue eggs laid by 
Pheasants of late years, is ascribed by most practical keepers 
to the over-production of eggs by hens kept in pens for that 
purpose, and is generally regarded as a sign of weakness. 
The blue Terns' eggs have a dull surface without gloss, and 
appear to be thin-shelled and defective both in coloring 
matter and shell material. This may be due to premature 
deposition, or may be a sign of exhaustion of the reproductive 
organs or that the general health of the parent is below the 
normal standard. Abnormal eggs of a somewhat similar type 
are to be found in most of our large colonies of Black-headed 
Gulls, and it seems possible that indiscriminate protection 
may be the cause in some cases, as well as over-production 
in others where protection is lacking. Such eggs are, of 
course, conspicuous, and would be more likely to be taken 
both by egg collectors and natural enemies, such as rats, and 
egg-stealing birds. Where, however, the colony is protected 
and such eggs are allowed to hatch off, there is a natural 
tendency for variations, even when due to weakness, to 
become perpetuated or to increase. I t has been noticed that 
while similar variations are common both in artificially pro
tected colonies of Black-headed Gulls, and also where they 
are systematically robbed, they are practically unknown in 
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the large colonies in the Government reserves in Denmark, 
where the birds live under perfectly natural conditions.—• 
F. C. R. JOUBDAIN.] 

SABINE'S AND LITTLE GULLS, AND GREY 
PHALAROPES IN NORFOLK. 

I SHOULD like to record that I saw a young Sabine's Gull 
(Xema sabinii) on the beach below Blakeney Harbour, Norfolk, 
on October 28th, 1911, the wind having blown out to the 
north-east the previous afternoon. My friend Mr. P. I . 
Richards and Edward Ramm were with me at the time. 

The latter tells me he saw three Little Gulls (Larus minutus) 
besides several Grey Phalaropes (Phalaropus fulicarius) 
there, during the gale on October 1st. CLIFFORD BORREB. 

BLACK-HEADED GULL IN WORCESTERSHIRE. 
ON March 31st, 1911, about 2 p.m., I saw two Black-headed 
Gulls (Larus ridibundus) flying south-east over Suckley 
(Worcestershire). As this was a remarkable migration day, 
I imagine that these were not simply wanderers, but were 
passing across the country on a regular migration. 

C. J. ALEXANDER. 

PUFFIN IN BERKSHIRE. 
ON November 1st, 1911, a living Puffin (Fraterculu arctica) 
was brought to me for identification. I t was an immature 
bird, and had been found in a ditch at Ascot, Berkshire, in an 
exhausted condition. I t lived about three days and died 
apparently from starvation. DUDLEY W. COLLINGS. 

Mr. H. Noble (Vict. Hist. Berks.) gives four occurrences of 
the Puffin in the county—the last near Faringdon on October 
25th, 1893. One was reported on the Thames between Barnea 
and Hammersmith on October 4th, 1911 (Field, 7.X.1911. 
p. 825).—EDS.] 

MANX SHEARWATER IN CUMBERLAND. 
ON August 9th, 1911, I found a dead Manx Shearwater 
(Puffinus anglorum) on the shore at St. Bees, Cumberland. 
It was too much decomposed-for preservation, and I should 
say that it had been dead about a month. I was, however, 
able to secure the skull. I t was an adult bird. There 
appear to be only five previous records for Cumberland. 

MABJOBY GABNETT. 
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BULWER'S PETREL IN SUSSEX. 
O N October 24th, 1911, during a strong gale from the south
west, a specimen of Bulwer's Petrel (Bulweria bulweri) was 
picked up on the shore at Pevensey, Sussex. Upon dissection 
it proved to be a male. This is the fifth British example, 
and with one exception, all have been obtained in Sussex. 

H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

"CAWNOGE," THE IRISH FOR "SHEARWATER." 

MY use of the expression white " Cawnoges " (antea, p. 141) 
must be explained. The Manx Shearwater (Puffinus anglorum) 
a familiar bird to Irish fishermen, is known to them as the 
" Cawnoge," while the name of " Shearwater " is unheard of, 
«xcept to the educated. I was asking the North Mayo 
men where the Cawnoges (Shearwaters) bred, and this 
led to their telling me that some white birds of that descrip
tion, which I understood to be Fulmars, had settled and bred 
in their cliffs, and so it proved. Mr. Colgan tells me that 
the Hooded Crow is called in Clare Island " White Cawnoge " 
(C4}id3 b4t))=white Chough, but this has nothing to say to 
" Cawnoge " (C4T)65), and is probably a clumsy descriptive 
term, the Hooded Crow being generally called Fanoge or 
Finnoge ("PjOT)r)6;5 fe^o^.) [R. J. USSHBR. 

FULMARS IN ORKNEY AND SHETLAND. 
WITH reference to the note in the October number of BBITISH 
BIRDS (p. 141) on the spread of the Fulmar, it may be worth 
recording that in May, 1896, I found a dead female amongst 
weed and debris washed up by the tide at Stromness, Orkney, 
which on being opened was discovered to have a fully-shelled 
egg ready for extrusion. 

I was informed at the time that a few pairs had established 
themselves on Hoy, some four miles distant, and I concluded 
that the bird was a member of that colony, that had somehow 
or other met an untoward fate. I t was quite fresh, and could 
not have been dead many hours. The man who skinned 
it considered it was egg bound. I still have both the bird 
and the egg. 

In June, 1901, I was staying for some days at Sandness 
•on the west coast of Shetland, eight miles north of Wralls. 
On a headland which the natives called the " Noup o' 
Nor by," there were several pairs of Fulmars, perhaps six 
or eight, and these I have no doubt whatever were breeding 
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though I could neither see the nests nor get at them. I used 
to spend a good deal of time there, and as I lay on the cliff 
the birds continually flew round me, frequently coming within 
twelve to fifteen feet. 

When flying the neck is, as it were, " telescoped "—the head 
is drawn in close to the body, so that they appear to have 
scarcely any neck at all; and it was this peculiarity that first 
drew my attention, for I had not expected to see them, and 
thought at first they were gulls. THOS. GROUND, 

[Mr. E. B. Dunlop records (Ann. Scot. Nat. Hist., 1911, 
p. 246) that the Fulmars (Fulmarus glacialis) breeding on Hoy 
between the l a m e and the Old Man of Hoy this year (1911), 
number hundreds of pairs; that they have increased 
enormously on the west coast of Hoy; and that three pairs 
bred for the first time this year at the south end of the island. 
Mr. Dunlop was informed by the fishermen that the Fulmars 
drove the gulls away from food, which both desired. Mr. 
Dunlop is wrong in supposing that they bred for the first time 
in Hoy "five or six years ago." They have been known to 
breed there since 1891, and over fifty nests were recorded for 
Hoy Head in 1002 (cf. Vol. II., p. 374), while Mr. T. Ground's 
evidence (above) goes back to 1896. In the Scotsman for 
July 22nd, 1911, it is stated by " M . S . " that six or eight 
pairs of Fulmars were nesting on the Deerness cliffs (east side 
of mainland, Orkney), and also on Copinsay. With regard 
to Shetland, I think Mr. Ground's record for Sandness is new, 
but they have been known to breed near by in Papa Stour 
since 1891 (cf. Fauna of Shetland Islands, p. 211). They 
have been recorded as breeding in the Shetland Group from 
Foula, Horn of Papa Stour, Calder's Geo in Eshaness, Noup 
of Noss, Unst, Whalsay, Yell and Fitful Head. 

The following records from the " Report on Scottish 
Ornithology for 1910" (Ann. Scot. Nat. Hist., 1911) may 
be mentioned. Increasing at Barrahead and Cape Wrath 
(p. 142). Possible nesting of several pairs on the Shiant 
Islands (0. Hebrides) in June (p. 144). Nesting North 
Rona (p. 144).—H.P.W.1 

SCOTTISH ORNITHOLOGY FOR 1910. 

THIS Report, drawn up as last year by the Misses Rintoul and 
Baxter, covers a number of pages (Ann. Scot. Nat. Hist., 1911, 
pp. 133-149 and 194-210), and contains a large number of 
valuable records and observations. These " Reports " have 
previously always been arranged under species headings, 
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and have proved of great value for reference purposes ; most 
unfortunately the form of this " Report " has been altered, 
and the records and information are arranged under headings 
such as, New Birds to Scotland or Faunal Areas, Summer 
and Winter Notes, Migration, etc. For reference this form 
is practically useless, since, to discover what has been recorded 
of one species during the year, one has to read through some 
thi r ty closely-printed pages ; and even if time can be found 
for this, there is a great risk of missing the bird one is looking 
for. This is especially evident in the migration notes which 
are arranged chronologically. To group the information 
under the headings of species is the only way to make a Report 
of this kind really useful, and we sincerely hope t ha t t h e 
present plan will not be continued. 

The following records are either new, or have not been 
previously referred to in our pages. All the dates are in 
1910 :— ' 
R O C K - T H R U S H (M. saxatilis).—In addition to the male already 

recorded (antea, vol. IV., p . 117), another is said t o have 
been seen a t Pent land Skerries, May 17th (p. 135). 

GREENLAND WHEATEAR (8. ae. leucorrhoa).—One near Car-
munnock (Clyde), May 10th, and Tiree (I. Hebrides), 
October 8th (p. 137). * 

BLACK REDSTART (R. titys).—Occurred on two separate days 
in spring a t Fair Isle, and one seen Scarnish, Tiree, 
November 4th (p. 137). 

WHITE-SPOTTED BLTJETHROAT (C. wolfi).—The second for 
Scotland visited Fair Isle during the year, but no da te 
or particulars are given (p. 137). 

CONTINENTAL R O B I N (E. r. rubecula).—One Isle of May, 

October 22nd (p. 136). 
LESSER WHITETHROAT (8. curruca).—Fair Isle, May, J u n e , 

and August (pp. 198, 200, 202). 
SIBERIAN CHIFFCHAFF (P. r. tristis).—Several Fair Isle in 

autumn. Chiffchaffs seen near Lerwick about October 
28th, when a specimen of P. r. tristis was shot (c/. swpra, 
p. 28), were probably also of this form (p. 137). 

CONTINENTAL GREAT T I T (P. m. major).—One obtained, Fa i r 
Isle, November 17th ; one which occurred North Unst 
(Shetlands), October 25th, was probably also of this race 
(p. 136). 

B L U E - H E A D E D WAGTAIL (M. f. flava) and G R E Y - H E A D E D 

WAGTAIL (M. f. viridis).—Appeared a t Fair Isle (no date) . 
(p. 138). 
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RED-BACKED SHRIKE (L. cotturio).—One near Pittenweem 
(Fife), May 19th (p. 199), one Baleomie (Fife), and one 
Isle of May, May 23rd (p. 200), one Lerwick (Shetland), 
October 23rcl (p. 207). 

MEALY REDPOLL (L. linaria).—Large numbers occurred in 
October and November all down the east coast, but 
apparently in greatest numbers in " For th" . They 
also occurred in the west. Several L. I, holboelli were 
identified. 

NORTHERN BULLFINCH (P. p. pyrrhula).-—One Helensdale near 
Lerwick (Shetland), October 23rd, one Lerwick, November 
20th, and another near there 21st, and two seen there 
December 18th. One Baltasound (Unst), November 7th. 
Single birds, Fair Isle, October 24th and 25th, two 27th, 
others 29th, a number November 2nd, one November 
10th. Late in the autumn two near Ceres (Fife), and 
others near Kirkcaldv (Fife) (p. 138). For other records 
(/. vol. IV., pp. 211,' 292, and 369. 

COMMON CROSSBILL (L. C, curvirostra).—Bass Rock, July 10th, 
Barra, August 3rd, Fair Isle June 25th (p. 200), August 
8th (p. 201), September 9th (p. 203), and 19th (p. 204), 
one OUaberry (Shetlands), September (p. 205). 

TWO-BARRED CROSSBILL (L. bifasciata). — One Flannans 
(O. Hebrides), August 14th (p. 139). Only once before 
obtained in the Outer Hebrides, viz., in June, 1909, at 
the same place. 

ORTOLAN BUNTING (E. horiulana).—Several spring records, 
and one autumn, Fair Isle (no dates) (p. 139). 

LAPLAND BUNTING (G. lapponieus).—Two seen Baltasound, 
Unst (Shetlands), October 30th (p. 139). 

STARLING (S. vulgaris).—A pair observed feeding young in the 
nest at Grantown-on-Spey on January 24th (p. 142). 

WOOD-LARK (A. arborea).—Single birds twice reported late 
in autumn from Fair Isle (p. 139). 

SHORE-LARK (O. alpestris).—One Fair Isle (no date) (p. 139). 
WRYNECK (T. torquilla).—-One North Ronaldshay, August 

30th, and one Fair Isle, August 31st (p. 202). Others 
are mentioned without specific locality or date in the 
middle of May (page 199). 

HOOPOE (U. epops).—One for two days in spring, and single 
birds in autumn on Fair Isle. Reported fiom Balta
sound, Unst (Shetlands), September 12th, 19th, and 24th. 
One Kingsdale House (Fife), October 1st. One Pitlochry 
(Perth), October 19th (p. 139). 
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CUCKOO (C. canorus).—One hatched out at Ollaberry (Shet-
lands) in the second week of August (p. 145). 

GREENLAND FALCON (F. candicans).—One Flannans (0. 
Hebrides) March 17th (p. 140). 

KING-EIDER (S. special)His).-—A drake, Noss Sound, Bressay 
(Shetlands) June 29th (p. 140). 

TURTLE-DOVE (T. communis).—One Fair Isle, September 26th 
(p. 204). 

BAILLON'S CRAKE (P. bailloni).—One near Halkirk (Caithness), 
August 21st (p. 140). 

DOTTEREL (E. morineUus).—One Bute (I. Hebrides). May 
loth, and one Flannans (O. Hebrides), May 31st (p. 140). 

GREEN SANDPIPER (T. ochropus).—Four days in spring and 
fourteen days in autumn (one to three birds at a time), 
Fair Isle. One near Halkirk (Caithness), August 18th 
(p. 141). Rare in north and west Scotland. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (L, belgica). —Three Tiree (I. Hebrides), 
September 7th (p. 141). 

ICELAND GULL (L. leucopterus).-—Occurred Flannans (O. 
Hebrides), in winter (p. 146). 

GREAT SKUA (31. catarrhactes).—Recorded from Unst (Shet
lands) as being seen to " swoop down on a Puffin or 
Kittiwake on the water, seize it, and hold it under till 
drowned ; then pluck and eat it, in the manner of the 
Falcon" (p. 148). 

ARCTIC SKUA (S. crepidaius).—Recorded from Unst as chasing 
Puffins which rise to a great height and then drop like 
a stone towards the water when the Skua is upon them. 
When nearing the water the Puffin " shears " along its 
surface, and on the point of entering it, drops its catch 
(p. 147). 

RED-NECKED GREBE (P. griseigena).—Lerwick (Shetlands), 
one, October 21st, four October 26th (p., 141). 

GOLDEN ORIOLE IN HEREFORDSHIRE.—An example of 
Oriolus galbula is reported by Mr. E. Cambridge Phillips in 
the Field (30.X.1911, p. 775) as haying been seen "during 
the summer," and as late as August 28th, 1911, at Cusop, 
Herefordshire. 

SCOPS OWL IN IRELAND.—Mr. D. C. Campbell reports 
(Irish Nat, 1911, p. 186) that he received on July 24th, 1911, 
a small owl in bad condition from Gailyliffen, co. Donegal. 
The bird has been identified from one of its wings by Mr. 
A. R. Nichols as a specimen of Scops giu. 
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N I G H T - H E R O N IN YORKSHIRE.—Mr. T. Stephenson records 
in the Field (11.XI.1911, p . 1081) t ha t an immature male 
Nycticorax griseus, was shot on the banks of the Esk near 
Whitby on October 26th, 1911. 

SPOONBILL IN LINCOLNSHIRE.—On November 13th, 1911, 
an immature example of Platalea leucorodia was shot a t the 
mouth of the river Welland, and is reported by Mr. C. N . 
Tunnard (Field, 18.XI.1911, p . 1129). 

LONG-TAILED D U C K B R E E D I N G I N ORKNEY.—Mr. 0 . V. 
Aplin announces (Zool.. 1911, p. 432) tha t he has received news 
of the breeding of the Long-tailed Duck (Harelda glacialis) in 
Orkney in the summer of 1911. No details are, however, 
vouchsafed, but we may presume tha t so careful an ornitholo
gist as Mr. Aplin would not make the s tatement , were he not in 
possession of scientific proof of its correctness, and we may 
express the hope t h a t such proof will not be withheld, more 
especially as the br eding of the Long-tailed Duck both in the 
Orkneys and Shetlands has for a long time been suspected 
though never conclusively proved. There are a t least three 
instances of eggs being taken in the Shetlands, which were 
so far as could be judged, both by their appearance and by the 
evidence adduced, those of the Long-tailed Duck (cf. Fauna 
Shetland Islands), while there is some evidence of its having 
bred in Orkney (Fauna Orkney Islands). The bird cannot, 
however, be admitted unhesitatingly as a British breeding-
bird without better proof than has as yet baen given. 

G R E Y PHALAROPE IN SOUTH W A L E S . — T h e Rev. W. P . 
Evans reports (Field, 18.XI.1911, p . 1129) t ha t a specimen 
of Phalaropus fulicarius was seen for some days (presumably 
in November) on a pond a t Cowbridge (Glamorgan). 

BLACK-TAILED GODWITS IN IRELAND.—Mr . R. J . Ussher 
records (Irish Nat., 1911, p. 200) t ha t he observed a par ty 
of some eight Limosa belg 'ca from September 27th to October 
9th, 1911, a t Shandon near Dungarvan (Waterford). Two 
immature birds were shot. Mr. Ussher also states t ha t others 
were seen by Major Barret t -Hamil ton a t Kilmanock (Wexford) 
on September 22nd. 

GREAT SKUA OFF A Y R S H I R E . - M r . J . M'Crindle records 
(Glasgow Nat., I I I . , p . 126) tha t he saw an example of 
M. catarrhactes half a mile north-west of Dunure on Ju ly 
7th, 1911. 



204 BRITISH BIRDS. 

THE LATE EUGENE WILLIAM OATES. 

IT is with great regret that we have to record that Mr. 
Eugene William Gates died at Edgbaston, Birmingham, on 
November 16th, 1911, at the age of 66. From 1867 to 1899 
Mr. Oates was in the Public Works Department, India. As an 
ornithologist he will be best known for his excellent volumes 
on the " Birds " in the well known Fauna of British India, 
edited by the late W. T. B! an ford. He also wrote A Hand
book to the Birds of British Burmah, edited the second edition 
of Hume's Nests and Eggs of Indian Birds, and wrote A 
Manual of the Game Birds of India. Mr. Oates was also the 
author of the first two volumes of the Catalogue of the 
Collection of Birds' Eggs in the British Museum, and was 
joint author with Captain Savile G. Reid of the 3rd and 4th 
volumes of that work. Mr. Oates was a Fellow of the 
Zoological Society and was elected a member of the B.O.U. 
in 1882, but retired in 1903, and shortly afterwards, owing to 
ill-health, he ceased to do much active bird-work. 
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