
REVEW5 
The Home-Life of the Osprey. Photographed and described 

by Clinton G. Abbott , B.A., A.A.O.U. Small 4to., pp. 54 
and 32 Mounted Plates. Witherby & Co. 6s. net. 

IN this, the third volume of Messrs. Witherbys ' " Home-Life " 
series of bird pictures, the domestic affairs of one of our almost 
extinct birds are depicted. I t is sad to think t h a t one must 
cross the sea to s tudy intimately the life-history of so 
noble a species as the Osprey, t ha t was once a conspicuous 
ornament of our own northern lochs. This fact will not, 
however, detract from the usefulness of the present work, 
for although the American bird ranks as a separate geogra
phical race from ours, there is no reason to suppose t ha t it 
differs, apar t perhaps from the diversity of nesting-sites 
chosen, in any of its habits from tha t of its Old World repre
sentative. Mr. Abbot t has accumulated a large number of 
facts concerning the nesting-habits of the Osprey, and presents 
them in an interesting form, accompanied by a series of 
plates reproduced from photographs taken by himself and 
Mr. H. H. Cleaves, which for interest and technical skill will 
be the envy of all bird-photographers. Both observations 
and photographs are the result of many visits to the birds' 
breeding-places on the coasts of New Jersey, Great Lake in 
N. Carolina, where there is a colony of th i r ty pairs, and 
particularly to Gardiner's Island, New York. The latter, 
3,000 acres in extent, is, the author points out, an ideal resort 
for Ospreys, surrounded as it is by waters teeming with fish, 
while it has remained since 1637 in the ownership of one family 
who have been the bird's zealous guardians for generations. 
Even the fishermen who use the island in the course of their 
labours, take an interest in the birds and do not in the 
least grudge them the fish they consume. Here, unmolested by 
human or other enemies, Ospreys to the number of 200 pairs 
annually resort to rear their young, forming what is probably 
the largest colony in the world. They appear to be sociable 
and amiable birds, the sides of the larger nests being frequently 
used as nesting-sites by Sparrows and other birds, and although 
more or less a t enmity a t one spot with a colony of Terns, i t 
is always the lat ter who are the aggressors. The chief thing 
tha t will strike one on visiting such a colony, or looking a t 
Mr Abbot t ' s photographs, apar t from the actual numbers 
of the birds, is the extraordinary diversity of the nests them
selves and the nesting-sites. Varying from the scantiest 
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of nests on the bare ground to piles of sticks and other materials 
generations old, not only on the ground but on rooks and in 
trees, as well as on such incongruous situations as house-
roofs, -wooden fences and telegraph-poles. The diversity of 
nesting-sites appear to be only equalled by the heterogeneous 
nature of the nest material, often consisting mostly of sticks, 
but no sort of flotsam or jetsam seems to come amiss, while 
the bird is constantly making additions during the whole time 
nesting is in progress. Besides his general and particular 
description of nests and nesting-sites, the author gives a 
great deal of infoimation on the laying of the eggs, incubation, 
rearing, feeding and sheltering of the young, the whole inter
spersed with personal experiences which add not a little to 
the attractiveness of the descriptions. Special attention 
may be drawn to the markedly protective pattern and colour
ing of the young shown in Plate 6, the attitudes of aggressive
ness and concealment shown in the following ones, and the 
manner in which the young suffer from the heat shown in 
Plate 27, an experience that appears to be common to a good 
many species that build unprotected nests. We must not 
omit mention of the nest shown on Plate 3A, which, although 
built on a sea-girt rock, is of special interest to British ornitho
logists since, as the author truly remarks, it is so strongly 
reminiscent of the nests described by St. John in our own 
Highland lochs, and the sites, now long abandoned, figured 
in the Scotch Fauna series. 

The most attractive plates to most people will doubtless 
be the really wonderful series depicting the old birds in 
various positions of flight. For sharpness of detail they are 
certainly amongst the best photographs of flying birds that 
have ever been produced. No doubt the conditions of light 
and atmosphere are almost ideal in such a situation as 
Gardiner's Island for procuring photographs of this character, 
and the Osprey would not appear to be one of the most difficult 
of subjects. Such pictures as these, nevertheless, reflect the 
highest praise on the author's methods and patience, as well 
as his ability and skill as a naturalist and photographer. 

N.F.T. 

The Life of the Common Gull. Told in Photographs by C. 
Rubow. (Translated from the Danish). Pp. 6 and 25 
Plates. Witherby & Co. Is. 6d. net 

Is the above small brochure the author gives us a short 
sketch of the life-history of the Common Gull (Lams canus). 
The story is pleasantly told in a popular manner, and hardly 
calls for comment, though, perhaps, the incident related 
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concerning the execution of an individual by the joint action 
of the other members of a breeding colony may be mentioned. 
There seems to be no doubt that such events do take place, 
though it is very difficult or impossible for us to elucidate 
the how, why, and wherefore of them. There seems to be 
a possibility, from our own observations, that the same kind 
of action sometimes takes place amongst Black-headed Gulls, 
though in this case a far more pugnacious species is concerned. 

The main attraction of the book is, of course, the series 
of twenty-five plates that form its greater portion. These 
are all taken from photographs of wild birds, and depict the 
most important events in their life-history and habits. All 
are good, but those showing the parent birds with their young 
are more particularly pleasing, while No. 15, depicting a flock 
following the plough, is quite an artistic reproduction of a 
very characteristic scene. N.F.T. 

Birds and Birds' Nests of Bromsgrove. By A. MAYALL. 
Illustrated. Witherby & Co. 2s. net. 

THIS little book consists of reproductions of photographs of 
the nests of the birds found breeding in the neighbourhood 
of Bromsgrove, to which are added lists of " Habitual 
Breeders," " Occasional Breeders," " Occasional Visitors," 
" Bare Visitors." I t appears to us a good idea, and likely 
to encourage local interest in birds, but it might have been 
made of more scientific interest by the addition of a few 
details with regard to the status of each bird in the neigh
bourhood. 
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