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T H R E E NEW BRITISH BIRDS. 

T H E COLLARED FLYCATCHER, Muscicapa collaris Bechst., 
IN SUSSEX. 

O N May 12th, 1911, a male Collared Flycatcher 
(M. collaris) was shot in Udimore Lane, near Winchelsea, 
and another male at the same place next day, May 13th, 
1911, both in good plumage. This Flycatcher was 
included by Gould in the British list, but I believe these 
are the first specimens with authentic data. 

J . B. NICHOLS. 

ADULT MALE COLLARED FLYCATCHER, SHOT NEAR WINCHELSEA, 
SUSSEX, MAY 12TH.1 1911. 

By the kindness of Mr. Nichols we are able to give a 
photograph of one of the specimens to which he refers. 
I t should be remarked tha t Gould's record was most 
unsatisfactory, being founded on his recollection of a speci
men in a taxidermist's shop, and has never been accepted. 
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The adult male Collared Flycatcher is easily distin
guished from the Pied Flycatcher by its conspicuous 
white " collar," which completely encircles the base of 
the neck. The white spot on the forehead varies in size, 
but is larger than that in the Pied Flycatcher. The 
Collared Flycatcher has also a greyish-white rump, and 
the primaries have a conspicuous white patch showing 
beyond the primary-coverts. The outer pair of tail-
feathers usually have white on the outer web, and only 
very rarely is there white on the next pair. In young males 
and females the distinctions are not so easy, but there 
is usually a slight indication of the collar, and the white 
spot on the primaries is distinctive, while the second 
primary is slightly longer than the fifth, instead of 
being slightly shorter or equal to the fifth, as in the Pied 
Flycatcher. 

The Collared Flycatcher breeds in Austrian Poland, 
Austria, Hungary, southern Russia, south, and parts of 
middle, Germany (but is very rare in north Germany), 
south-east Europe generally (but in Greece is apparently 
only a migrant), very local in France, Belgium, Holland, 
and Italy, and possibly in some Mediterranean islands 
and Spain. On passage it occurs in most parts of 
Europe, Persia, Asia Minor, and Palestine, while it 
winters in Egypt. 

THE PINE-BTTNTJBFG, Emberiza leucocephala S. G. Gm., 
AT FAIR ISLE. 

IN the first number of the Scottish Naturalist, formerly 
known as the Annals of Scottish Natural History, Mr. W. 
Eagle Clarke announces the occurrence of a male Pine-
Bunting (E. leucocephala) at Fair Isle on October 30th, 
1911. The bird was noted as a stranger amongst a rush of 
migrants by Mr. Wilson the " Bird-watcher," and was 
procured and forwarded to Mr. Clarke (Scot. Nat., 
1912, p. 8). 

The male Pine-Bunting in winter-plumage is some
what like a Yellow Bunting with the yellow replaced 
by white, but the entire throat, cheeks, sides of the neck 
and upper-breast are chestnut, though this colour is 
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much obscured by the grey fringes of the feathers, as 
is a white spot at the base of the throat. The belly is 
white as well as the flanks, the latter being streaked 
with chestnut. The centre of the crown is greyish-white, 
and the rest of the upper-parts are much like those in 
the Yellow Bunting, but are more chestnut, not so 
yellowish. In summer the bird becomes markedly 
different by the abrasion of the feathers. The throat, 
lores, and a streak over and behind the eye becoming 
rich chestnut, ear-coverts white, centre of the crown 
white, and the rest of the top of the head black. A 
broad patch of white at the base of the throat is con
spicuous, and the chestnut on the upper-breast and flanks 
as well as on the upper-parts is very much brighter, 
owing to the wearing off of the grey tips of the feathers. 

The female more nearly resembles that of the Yellow 
Bunting, but the yellow on the under-parts (including 
axillaries and under wing-coverts) and top of the head, 
is replaced by greyish-white, and the upper-breast and 
flanks are marked with chestnut. 

The Pine-Bunting breeds from west Siberia (Ural) 
to east Siberia, and migrates to China, Mongolia, 
Turkestan, and casually to Europe {Italy, Dalmatia, 
Russia, south France, Austria, Heligoland). 

THE THRUSH-NIGHTINGALE, Luscinia luscinia (L.)= 
Daulias philomela auct. 

IN our last number Mr. L. A. 0. Edwards gave us a 
record of a Thrush-Nightingale or Sprosser (supra, 
p. 224), which must, we think, be considered as a very 
doubtful one, as there is no certainty that the locality 
marked on the case really referred to the bird which was 
found in it. The specimen obtained at Smeeth (Kent) 
on October 22nd, 1904 (cf. Vol. I., p. 8) has been con
sidered as a doubtfully genuine migrant, owing to the 
late date of its occurrence. Dr. Hartert showed at the 
time that the bird left its breeding-places in August and 
early September. Nevertheless it may have been a 
belated migrant. 
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We now have, however, an occurrence recorded by Mr. 
W. Eagle Clarke (Scot. Nat,, 1912, p. 9), which must be 
regarded as tha t of a genuine migrant. This example 
arrived in company with a crowd of migrants a t Fair 
Isle on May 15th, 1911. 

The Thrush-Nightingale differs from our Nightingale 
chiefly in the considerably more brownish, less rufous, 
colouring of its upper-parts ; in the breast and sides of 
the throat being mottled with greyish-brown ; and in 
the first (bastard) primary being very small and narrow, 
and only about half the length of the primary-coverts, 
whereas in our Nightingale it is much larger, and usually 
considerably longer than the primary-coverts. 

The Thrush-Nightingale breeds in south and middle 
Sweden, south Finland, Denmark, a narrow belt along 
the Baltic in north Germany, north-east Germany 
generally, Galizia, Trans-sylvania, Roumania, Russia east 
to the Ural (Orenburg), and south-west Siberia to the 
Altai. I t is casual and rare in west Europe, and winters 
in east Africa. 

With regard to its scientific name, there can be no 
doubt tha t Linnaeus referred to the Thrush-Nightingale 
and not the Common Nightingale under the name 
" Motacilla luscinia," and tha t the Thrush-Nightingale 
must be called, by the International Rules, Luscinia 
luscinia, and our Nightingale Luscinia megarhyncha. 
We are extremely glad to note tha t Mr. Eagle Clarke 
follows the Rules, and calls the Thrush-Nightingale 
Luscinia luscinia (Scot. Nat., 1912, p . 9). I t is unfortunate 
that the name luscinia must be transferred from our 
Nightingale to the Thrush-Nightingale, but unless the 
Law of Priority is strictly adhered to, it will be quite 
impossible to attain to uniformity. So long as indi
vidual choice is allowed and departures from the Rules 
are made, then so long will uniformity be delayed. That 
uniformity is our greatest need, and tha t this can only 
be reached by strict adherence to International Rules 
is our firm conviction, and we sincerely congratulate 
Mr. Eagle Clarke on his action, by which the Law of 
Priority is recognized in an important case.—EDS. 
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