
riOTES 
UNCOMMON BIRDS ON T H E SOUTH EAST COAST 

OF NORTHUMBERLAN D . 

SHORE-LARK (Otocorys alpestris).—On October 28th, 1911, 
while walking along the sea-banks south of Cress well Point, 
my brother and I observed a very fine mature bird. I t 
was very tame and would not leave a small pool of water 
close by the high road. On October 30th, S. G. Charlton 
watched closely a small flock passing south along the shore 
near Cullercoats. From what records I have, only five 
specimens have been previously recorded for this par t of 
the coast. 

L I T T L E O W L (Athene noctua).—On October 16th, 1911, 
a bird of this species was found by a Mr. White in his back
yard, a t Whitley Bay. I t had evidently struck against the 
telegraph-wires above, during the heavy south-east gale 
experienced the night before. On being placed in a cage 
it had recovered by the following morning, and was given 
an opportunity to escape. However, instead of doing so 
it remained and was allowed to fly round the yard, returning 
a t night to the cage. I t was an adult specimen and fairly 
tame, sitting contentedly on the hand. I t suffered an injury 
however, and died in December. Unfortunately its sex 
was not determined. To all appearances it seems evident 
tha t it was a t rue migrant, and is, I think, the only specimen 
recorded for Northumberland. 

ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD (Buteo lagopus).—Mentioned by 
John Hancock as one of the rarest of the Falconidae in 
Northumberland (1874), this species may now be said to 
be of almost yearly occurrence on this par t of the coast. 
An immature female was shot in October, 1911, near 
Whitley Bay. 

G R E Y PHALAROPE (Phalaropus fulicarius).—An adult male 
in winter plumage was shot by H. V. Charlton a t the mouth 
of the Lyne, near Cresswell, on October 10th, 1911. I t was 
observed swimming about, twenty yards from shore and was 
exceedingly tame. I t is of interest to mention tha t in former 
years two have been obtained a t this identical spot. 

FULMAR (Fulmarus glacialis).—H. V. Charlton picked up 
the much-decomposed remains of an adult on the shore at 
the mouth of the Lyne a t Cresswell, on October 16th, 1911. 
Again on October 30th, a mature specimen of the light phase 
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was observed on the shore at Whitley Bay in a sick condition, 
and being easily caught was kept alive for a day, and after
wards brought to me. The carcase was sent to Dr. N. F . 
Ticehurst who pronounced it a male and stated : " I could 
find no adequate cause for death, i.e. no disease or gross 
injury. The stomach contained a small quantity of bright 
green vegetable substance, much macerated, perhaps Zostera. 
I should think that a Fulmar must be very hard up for food 
to pick up this, and coupled with the entire absence of internal 
fat, it rather suggests that the bird died of exhaustion during 
the recent gales." Previous occurrences in this district 
number only two. J . M. CHARLTON. 

[We can but think that the Little Owl recorded had escaped 
from captivity, otherwise it would not have returned to the 
cage when set at liberty.—EDS.] 

RECOVERY FROM INJURY IN BIRDS. 
IN most cases of severe injury to birds, not of itself fatal to 
life, the sufferer probably falls a victim to one or other of its 
natural enemies during the consequent period of debility. 
A Lapwing (Vanellus vulgaris), however, which I recently 
obtained, snowed that such is not always the case. Although 
this bird had some time previously had its left tibia fractured 
about the middle of the shaft, and the whole limb completely 
amputated at the upper third of the metatarsus, yet it had 
recovered completely from these injuries, and was in good 
condition. The healed stump presented a somewhat " clubby" 
appearance, and the union of the fracture (a comminuted 
one, as one might expect) was strong and without a great 
amount of deformity. The terminal joint of the right third 
toe was also missing. M. WINZAB COMPTON. 

BLACKCAP WINTERING IN SOMERSET. 
ON Januury 14th and 15th, 1912, two boys reported to the 
Rev. W. L. Maekennal, of Dunster, Somerset, that they had 
trapped a Blackcap (Sylvia atricapiUa), but the bird was 
released before he saw it. On the morning of the 18th, Mr. 
Maekennal's cat brought in an injured, but living, male 
Blackcap, which I received on the 19th. As it is seldom 
possible to examine a British-taken Blackcap in winter dress, 
I give the following particulars : Crown black, with a slight 
rusty tinge ; nape, ear-coverts, throat, and breast olive-grey 
(Ridgway) ; back olive-buff; wings .and tail olive-brown to 
hair-brown, primaries paler on the anterior edge ; chin only 
slightly paler than throat, but the grey on the upper-breast 



244 BRITISH BIRDS. 

shading to a dirty-white on the lower-breast; belly dirty-
white, distinctly suffused with pale yellow, axillaries 
also showing this distinct yellow tinge ; bill black on upper 
mandible, bluish-horn on lower mandible; legs and feet lead-
grey ; irides hazel. T. A. COWARD, 

PIED FLYCATCHER IN ANGLESEY. 

U P to the time when the Vertebrate Fauna of North Wales 
was published, there was no record of the Pied Flycatcher 
in Anglesey. Mr. F. H. Mills informs me that one day in 
the early summer of 1910 he saw a male of this species 
(Muscicapa atricapilla) in Cadnant Wood, close to Menai 
Bridge, and watched it for a considerable time. As the bird 
is common in the wooded parts of Carnarvonshire across the 
Straits, it is not surprising that one should occur in the belt 
of woodland along the opposite shore, which is practically 
the only suitaole tract of country in Anglesey. Nevertheless, 
an actual record is interesting and valuable. H. E. FORREST. 

MIGRATION OF SLENDER-BILLED NUTCRACKERS. 
ON THE CONTINENT. 

THE following notes are extracted from an article by Ritter 
von Tschusi zu Schmidhoffen in Urania (No. 49, pp. 866-9), 
kindly sent to me by the author. 

The first appearance of Nutcrackers is recorded from the 
Russian Baltic Provinces and Kurland. Here they appeared 
towards the end of July, became very numerous towards 
mid-August, but had diminished in numbers at the beginning 
of September. 

A flight of thirty to forty was observed in west Prussia 
towards the end of July, which appears to have dispersed 
westward in August and September. It is remarkable that 
no occurrence was reported from east Prussia till the end of 
August. From Pomerania and Mecklenburg the first records 
date from the beginning of the second half of September, 
and about the same period for Prussian Silesia and Hanover 
(E. Friesland). By the end of the month they had reached 
Mark Brandenburg, and about the beginning of October were 
reported from Bavaria, Elsass, and Westphalia. 

In Austro-Hungary the first records date from the last 
ten days of September, when they appeared in Bohemia ; in 
numbers in Lower and Upper Austria, and singly in Croatia 
and Dalmatia ; while at the beginning of October they were 
recorded from south Styria. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 
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SPREAD OF THE LITTLE OWL 
IN BERKSHIRE, NORFOLK, AND LINCOLNSHIRE. 

As this bird appears to be spreading all over England, it 
may be as well to record localities where I believe it has not 
been previously observed : Merton Hall, Norfolk—one seen 
October 6th, 1911; Park Place, Henley, Berkshire—one on 
December 26th, 1911. 

With reference to the note on page 229, I have known 
of the Little Owl being present and breeding in Lincolnshire, 
at Harlaxton Manor, near Grantham, for several years, and 
I also saw it at Witham Hall, Bourne, five years ago. 

HEATLEY NOBLE. 
IN YORKSHIRE. 

IT is reported in the Naturalist (1912, p. 21) that a pair of 
Little Owls were shot at Leconfield on October 3rd and 5th, 
1911, the female " evidently having performed the duties of 
incubation." 

I N SHROPSHIRE. 
DURING a shoot at Peplow on December 28th, 1911, two 
birds were flushed which flew off. Thinking they were 
Woodcock, one of the guns fired and brought down one of 
the birds. On examination it proved to be a Little Owl 
(Athene noctua), and it is being preserved to add to the 
Hawkstone Collection now at Peplow Hall. H. E. FORREST. 

MONTAGU'S HARRIER IN BERKSHIRE. 
THROUGH the kindness of Sir Gilbert Clayton East, Bart., 
of Hall Place, Maidenhead, I have recently been shown a 
very interesting specimen of a male Montagu's Harrier (Circus 
cineraceus) killed on his property in September or October, 
1870. This bird is of the dark variety; in fact, I am assured 
by the owner that when first killed it was sooty-black, though 
now faded to a uniform dark brown. The only light mark
ings noticeable are seen when the tail is examined from 
below. The bars are then distinct, but when examined from 
above they are indistinct. This is the second record I have 
of a Montagu's Harrier killed in Berkshire. I shall be very 
glad to know if the dark variety has ever previously been 
found in England. HEATLEY NOBLE. 

[In Yarrell, 4th ed., Vol. I., p. 143, it is remarked that 
the dark brown or black variety " has several times been 
killed in this country." On consulting the county avifaunas 
we find mention of specimens from Devon, Cornwall, Dorset, 
Hampshire, Kent, Suffolk, Norfolk, and Northumberland.— 
EDS.] 

8 
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BARNACLE-GEESE ON THE SOUTH COAST 
OE IRELAND. 

ON page 229 of the present volume I find it stated that the 
Barnaele-Goose (Bemicla leucopsis) does not appear to have 
been recorded from the south coast of Ireland previously to 
the specimen announced by Mr. Nichols. In the Zoologist 
for 1890, p. 103, Major Barrett-Hamilton wrote: " Mr. 
Gibbon mentioned two (Barnacles) which were shot in Tacum-
shin in 1888, and I heard of others. I t is known to the 
fowlers as the 'King' or 'White-headed Barnacle.'" 
Tacumshin is a large tidal lagoon, on the south coast of 
co, Wexford. The late Dr. Burkitt of Waterford preserved 
a fine old male bird in 1869, whose history is thus given by 
him : " This bird some five winters ago (circa 1864) was 
driven by storms on Tramore Back Strand in company with 
another male bird of the same kind. These birds, meeting 
with a flock of tame Geese, went with them into the outhouse 
of a farmer in the vicinity. They became afterwards tame, 
and were purchased by Mr. Rogers of Tramore, who had them 
on a small pond. They were in the habit of flying a short 
distance and returning to the pond regularly. This bird, 
after his five years domestication, was killed by a dog, 20th 
November, 1869." 

I have heard of other instances in which wild-geese (White-
fronted and Snow-Geese) were decoyed or tamed by means 
of the attraction of domestic geese. 

I have failed to obtain any record of the Barnaele-Goose 
from west Waterford or any part of Cork. 

The south coast of Ireland is described by Mr. Barrington 
as extending from near the Barrels Light-ship in Wexford 
to Crookhaven in west Cork, and Kerry is relegated to the 
west coast. I may mention three cases of Barnacles in the 
latter county, as it is so far south. In the books of Messrs. 
Williams and Son of Dublin I find one Barnacle was sent 
them from Valentia in 1901, and three others from Cahirciveen 
in 1896 ; then again Mr. A. J. P. Wise, who used to shoot 
in Kerry, saw a " gaggle " of these birds on the shore of 
Caragh Lake, in winter, between 1880 and 1887. 

The main migration of Barnacles is by the islands of 
Donegal and Mayo, where they feed. I have found their 
remains on Davilaun and Frehil, and flocks feed on Clare 
Island. Most visitors to Ireland from northern and arctic 
countries, e.g. the Mealy Redpoll, Snow-Bunting, Snowy Owl, 
Greenland Falcon, Rough-legged Buzzard, Whooper, Bewick's 
Swan, Snow-Goose, Barnacle-Goose, Long-tailed Duck, 



NOTES. 247 

Woodcock, Glaucous and Iceland Gulls, and Slavonian Grebe, 
arrive on the north coast of Ireland; one contingent comes 
down the east coast ; but the greater number go down the 
west coast, many reaching Kerry, while a few straggle to 
Wexford, and fewer still to the south coast of Ireland. 

R. J. USSHBB. 

BARNACLE-GOOSE IN ANGLESEY. 
As the Barnacle-Goose (Bernicla leucopsis) is nowadays 
comparatively rare in North Wales, it may be worth mention
ing that one of these birds was seen on the big bog at 
Llanerchymedd on November 27th, 1911, by Mr. E. H. 
Mills, who reported it to me. H. E. FOBREST. 

GADWALL IN PERTHSHIRE. 
A VERY fine male Gadwall (Anas strepera) was shot at 
Cromlix, near Dunblane, on December 28th, 1911. This is 
the first record I have for the district, though there is some 
evidence that at least one pair have bred within thirty miles. 

HEATLEY NOBLE. 

FERRUGINOUS DUCKS IN SUSSEX. 
ON January 2nd six Ferruginous Ducks (Fuligula nyroca) 
were observed on the flooded marshes at Crowhurst. The 
same evening two were obtained, a male and female, both 
of which I saw in the flesh. Owing to the recent heavy 
rains, the whole of the marshes in Sussex are at the present 
time under water, and afford good feeding-grounds for duck. 
Most of the common species have been taken in some numbers, 
also a few geese. H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

LONG-TAILED DUCK IN ANGLESEY. 
MB. A. Geoffrey Leigh kindly sends me word that he has 
recently had through his hands a Long-tailed Duck (Harelda 
glacialis) shot on November 23rd, 1911, on Malldraeth Bay, 
Anglesey. I t was in immature plumage, but proved on 
dissection to be a male. H. E. FORREST. 

FLOCKING OF THE RED-BREASTED MERGANSER 
IN AUTUMN. 

REFERRING to the note on p. 230 of the January number 
of BRITISH BIRDS, in which attention is drawn to my com
munication on flocking of young Mergansers which appeared 
in the Field of October 21st, 1911, where it is stated that by 
October 11th, in the opinion of my boatman, the majority 
of these birds had left a certain lake in co. Fermanagh, this 
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opinion was evidently arrived at on insufficient observation' 
for, writing again under date October 23rd, the same man 
states that on the previous day he had seen two packs of these 
birds, one of which he estimated at over 500, and another 
pack up to about 300 in number. As to the composition of 
these packs—whether they consisted of young or old birds, 
or a mixture of both—he could say nothing, as they were 
all able to fly well, and were at no time nearer to him than 
about two hundred yards. Under date November 19th he 
wrote, " There is not a Merganser to be seen on the lake." 

HERBERT TREVELYAN. 

GOOSANDERS IN CARNARVON. 
ON December 25th, 1911, at Lyn Ogwen (Carnarvon), I 
watched a male Goosander (Mergus merganser) for some time 
at long range, swimming on the lake there. On the 27th 
it was joined by a female, and both birds were watched care
fully for a long period. They landed on the remote shore of 
the lake to preen their feathers, the red feet being then 
very distinct through the glass. 

Although the Goosander is not uncommon on the coasts 
of north and north-west Wales and the upper Dee according 
to Mr. H. E. Forrest, its occurrence on the Carnarvon lakes 
seems to deserve record. C. H. WELLS. 

SANDERLING AND GOOSANDER IN BEDFORDSHIRE. 
I HAVE just been shown a Sanderling (Calidris arenaria) shot 
at Marston, Bedfordshire, this morning (January 16th, 1912). 
There have been several previous records for this county, 
but it is a long way inland for this bird to come. 

An adult male Goosander (Mergus merganser) arrived on 
the Woburn Ponds on January 1st, and is still here. 
Goosanders have been regular winter visitors during the last 
three years, having been attracted apparently by our single 
pinioned male. 

Since I wrote the above two more male Goosanders have 
arrived on the Ponds. M. BEDFORD. 

A DISTINCTION BETWEEN YOUNG AND OLD 
RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGES. 

ALTHOUGH it has long been known that the pointed primary 
in a Partridge (P. einerea) denotes a bird of the year, I have 
only recently been shown the difference between old and 
young Red-legged Partridges (C. rufa). At the tip of the 
inner web of the first primary in young birds will be found 
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a light-coloured speck. In the old birds this speck is wanting. 
It is believed that this distinction is constant. The same 
feather in the old bird is more rounded than in the young, 
although this characteristic is not nearly so apparent as in 
the Grey Partridge. I have never handled a Red-legged 
Partridge after the shooting season, and cannot say if the 
spot mentioned above is lost by abrasion or not. 

HEATLEY NOBLE. 

GREEN SANDPIPER IN SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 
IF the Green Sandpiper (Totanus ochropus) is rare in the west 
of Scotland, it may be worth recording that on June 24th, 
1910, I had a good view of one on the rocks below the hotel 
at Rhiconich, Sutherlandshire. H. Q. ALEXANDER. 

[The Green Sandpiper has very rarely been recorded in the 
north of the Scottish mainland, although it has been noted 
as a fairly regular migrant in Fair Isle during the last few 
years.—EDS.] 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT IN NORTH 
LANCASHIRE. 

ON December 9th, 1911, I saw in the flesh a Black-tailed 
Godwit (Limosa bdgica) which had been shot that morning 
near Glasson Dock, at the mouth of the Lune, north Lan
cashire, by a man named T. Lamb. 

The last time this bird was identified in north Lancashire 
was on January 22nd, 1898, when a pair were shot in the 
Lune Estuary, and passed into the possession of Mr. F . 
Smalley. In Mitchell's Birds of Lancashire, the only records 
are two shot near St. Michael's-on-Wyre, the one a male on 
September 23rd, 1873, and the other, which was one of 
three seen, on September 12th, 1882, and another from the 
Form by shore. 

I cannot agree with the statement made by the same 
author on the authority of one man, a wildfowler in the 
Lune Estuary—whom I have interviewed with unsatis
factory results—to the effect that he sees the species there 
every autumn in small numbers. The dates of the last two 
records are interesting as being in mid-winter. 

I take it therefore that the above bird is only the fifth 
record of the species for Lancashire, and also think I am right 
in saying that this is the first time the 1898 specimens have 
been recorded except in the local Press. 

The last specimen was a female, and almost adult. 
H. W. ROBINSON. 
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BLUE EGGS OF TERNS AND GULLS. 
WITH reference to the notes on the blue eggs of Common Terns 
and Black-headed Gulls, may I be allowed to point out that 
in many of these varieties the surface of the egg is as glossy as 
in the more usual types and that the shell is up to the average 
in thickness ; also that the blue eggs are not the only con
spicuous varieties ? 

NEST OF SANDWICH TERN. 
(Photographed by E . B. Dunlop). 

The Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain overlooks the fact that it is 
from the Gulls themselves that the eggs have primarily to be 
protected; if the birds did not sit on the eggs as soon as laid, 
every variety at all conspicuous would immediately be taken 
by the Gulls. 

That there is a certain amount of local variation in the 
colouring of the eggs in different colonies is highly probable. 
A somewhat similar case is that of the songs of some species 
of birds, which are known to have distinct characteristics in 
different localities. 



NOTES. 251 

The Sandwich Tern illustrates the protective value of the 
covering of the eggs by the bird from the time the first is laid, 
very plainly. The eggs of this species are conspicuous, and 
I have known as much as a week to elapse between the hatch
ing of the two eggs in a clutch ; if the first laid had not been 
covered by the bird, the Gulls would have destroyed it long 
before the seven days had elapsed for the completion of the 
clutch. Another point worthy of notice is that this species 
voids the fceces from the nest, and the surrounding " white
wash " draws attention still more strongly to the already 
conspicuous eggs (see photograph). The Common and Arctic 
Terns (the latter also incubates from the deposition of the 
first egg) have the same habit, but in a much lesser degree. 
The Little Tern, however, which sometimes depends for the 
protection of its eggs upon their coloration alone, does not 
possess this habit, and the same is the case with such species 
as the Ringed Plover, Oyster-catcher and Lapwing, which 
rely upon protective coloration for the safety of their eggs. 

ERIC B. DUNLOP. 
REFERRING to the notes on pages 169 and 196 on the above 
subject, it may be of interest to state that in 1904 I found 
three perfectly spotless pale-blue eggs of the Black-headed 
Gull (Larus ridibundus) in one nest on an islet of Lough Mask, 
co. Galway, Ireland. 

In the same season I saw two eggs of the Arctic Tern 
(Sterna macrura) as spotless (and another with only two 
minute black spots), in nests on the shingle at Killala Bay, 
co. Mayo, Ireland. 

The three eggs of the Black-headed Gull were all in one 
nest: those of the Arctic Tern were in different nests, accom
panied in each case with normally coloured eggs. 

HUGH S. GLADSTONE . 
[Single blue eggs occur so frequently among most species 

of terns and gulls as not to be worthy of separate records. 
In the case of the Black-headed Gulls, clutches of three blue 
eggs have been found on many occasions, and most large 
collections of British birds' eggs contain examples of this 
type. Although the white-grounded eggs with blotches of 
dark markings almost always show signs of defective shell 
construction, this is not always, as Mr. Dunlop points out, 
the case with blue eggs, which at times only lack the surface 
markings and are otherwise perfect. 

As the habit of sitting on the eggs as soon as laid is common 
to all colonies of both species, it can have no effect on the 
presence or absence of these varieties in different colonies 
of the Black-headed Gull or Common Tern. The appearance 
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of several clutches of blue eggs in a colony of Common Terns 
where such an occurrence was previously unknown must be 
due to some other cause, and the absence of variation in some 
colonies of the Black-headed Gull and its presence in others, 
seems to show that there is a variable factor in the case, such 
as the existence or non-existence of protection, though of 
course it is not necessarily due to this cause.—F. C. R. 
JOTTED AIN.] 

POMATORHINE SKUA IN NORTH LANCASHIRE. 
I T may be interesting to note that I received in the flesh on 
November 13th, 1911, a specimen of the Pomatorhine Skua 
(Stercorarius pomatorhinus) which had been shot on November 
10th, 1911, in the Lune Estuary, north Lancashire, close to 
the place where Mr. Smalley's specimen was killed with a 
stone on November 28th, 1908, as mentioned in BRITISH 
BIRDS (Vol. II., p. 313). My specimen is an immature female, 
but not a bird of the year, being, I take it, in its third plumage, 
for its throat is pure white, as are the under-parts with the 
exception of the abdomen—which is sooty-black with some 
of the feathers tipped with grey—and the pectoral band, 
which is formed by small irregular brown blotches at the 
extremities of some of the feathers. The flanks also bear a 
few similar markings, whilst the -straw-coloured acuminate 
feathers are just making their appearance on one side. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 

LITTLE AUK IN SHROPSHIRE. 
ON December 26th, 1911, a Little Auk (Mergulus alle) was 
found dead on Hatton Farm near Church Stretton, Shrop
shire, and sent to me for examination. The weather at the 
time was not particularly stormy. Several others have been 
recorded in the county in winter, the last previous occurrence 
being on one of the Ellesmere lakes in November, 1884. 
Strange to say, the visitation of Little Auks to this country 
during 1895-6 did not affect Shropshire, not one, apparently, 
wandering thus far westwards. H. E. FORREST. 

MADEIRAN FORK-TAILED PETREL 
IN HAMPSHIRE. 

MY friend the Rev. J. E. Kelsall has sent me a specimen 
oi the Madeiran Fork-tailed (or Harcourt's) Petrel (Oceano-
droma castro), which was picked up dead on the beach at 
Milford, Hampshire, by Mr. Roland Follett on November 
19th, 1911. 

Mr. W. R. Ogilvie-Grant has kindly named the specimen 
for me. 
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Dr. N. F. Ticehurst, in his History of the Birds of Kent, 
says " the only two specimens of this species hitherto recorded 
from the British Isles were obtained in Kent," but possibly 
some of the specimens which have been already recorded as 
Oceanodroma leucorrhoa may be of this Madeiran species. 

PHILIP W. MTJNN. 

LITTLE DUSKY SHEARWATER IN SUSSEX. 
ON October 27th, 1911, a Little Dusky Shearwater was 
picked up on the beach near St. Leonards-on-Sea. Upon 
dissection it proved to be a female. 

This makes the fifth example for the British Isles. As in 
previous cases, the bird was washed ashore after strong 
south-westerly gales, which during October were of unusual 
severity. H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

[Mr. J. B. Nichols, in whose collection is the above-mentioned 
bird, has kindly allowed me to examine it, as well as another 
specimen (male) picked up at Pevensey Sluice on November 
15th, 1911. I have also been able to compare these two 
with the male caught near Lydd on November 27th, 1905 
(c/. Vol. II., p. 373), which is also in Mr. Nichols's possession. 
They are all of the Madeiran race, which was separated by 
Messrs. Rothschild and Hartert from the east African form 
under the name of Pufjinus obscurus atlanticus (Bull. B.O.C., 
XXVIL, p. 43, 1911). But Dr. J. A. Allen, in reviewing 
Dr. Godman's Monograph of the Petrels, in the Auk (1908, 
p. 339), perceiving from the literature that the Madeiran 
bird was distinct, had already proposed for it the name 
Pufjinus godmani, and this name, of course, has priority 
over atlanticus. The east African form is P. obscurus bailloni, 
and differs from P.O. godmani by the lores being dark instead 
of white, and by the patch on each side of the breast being 
larger and darker brown, not so grey as in P. o. godmani. 
The name assimilis is restricted to the Australian 
race.—H.F.W.] 

SHEARWATERS IN THE BAY OF BISCAY AND 
THE ENGLISH CHANNEL. 

As several notes have appeared recently with regard to the 
migration of Shearwaters, it may be worth while recording 
some observations I made in September, 1911. In that 
month I went by boat from London to Bordeaux, and 
returned three weeks later. On the 5th we were in the 
Channel, and although we had passed the Channel Islands 
before dark, I saw no Shearwaters. We were well into the 
Bay on the morning of the 6th, and I saw some Great Shear
waters (Pufjinus gravis) fairly early; later in the day there 
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were quantit ies of them, in flocks of from six to thir ty, sitting 
on the sea (it was quite calm) besides single birds flying 
about I saw several Sooty Shearwaters (P . griseus), and 
a few Manx Shearwaters (P . anglorum) with them. 

On the 24th, about 10 a.m., we crossed the Bar outside 
the Gironde in returning. When we were only a few miles 
from the coast I began to see Great Shearwaters again, and saw 
them in some numbers all day. I t was fairly rough, and they 
were mostly on the wing. I again saw a few of the other two 
species, and twice Storm-Petrels in the larger flocks, bu t the 
great bulk were Great Shearwaters. Next day (25th) we 
passed inside Ushant a t 8.0 a.m. Soon afterwards I again 
saw Great Shearwaters, and I noticed a few every time 
I looked for them unt i l evening, when we were less than 
two hours from Port land Bill. On this day there were rather 
more Manx Shearwaters than in the Bay, but no Sooty 
Shearwaters. 

P rom this I th ink i t may be tha t a northward movement 
had taken place during the month. H . G. ALEXANDER. 

R A R E B I R D S IN IRELAND.—Mr. W. J . Williams records 
in the Irish Naturalist (1912, p . 27) the following rarities :— 
R I C H A R D ' S P I P I T (A. richardi).—One was caught in a lark-net 

on October 23rd, 1911, near Howth, co. Dublin. This 
is the second Irish example, and curiously enough was 
caught by the same man who captured the first specimen. 

AVOCET (B. avocetta).—One was shot near Broadway, co. 
Wexford, on November 1st, 1911. 

R E D - N E C K E D PHALAROPB (P. hyperbor&us).—One was shot 
near Broadway, co. Wexford, on November 10th, 1911. 
There is only one previous winter occurrence recorded 
for Ireland. 

G R E A T S N I P E (G. major).—One was shot a t Monivea, co. 
Galway, on October 5th, 1911. 

S A B I N E ' S G U L L (X. sdbinii).—An immature specimen was shot 
a t Lough Derg on October 3rd, 1911. 

BLACK-BELLIED D I P P E R IN Y O R K S H I R E . — A n example of 
this nor th European form of the Dipper (Cinclus c. cinclus) 
is recorded by Mr. P . Boyes (Field, 23.XII .1911, p . 1395) as 
having been shot near Bridlington, east Yorkshire. The 
bird was brought for Mr. Boyes's inspection on December 
16th, 1911. Well authent icated examples of this form have 
been recorded a good many times from Yorkshire and Norfolk. 

R I C H A R D ' S P I P I T AT P A I R I S L E . — T h e Duchess of Bedford 
records (Scot. Nat., 1912, p . 15) tha t two strange Pipits were 
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seen on Pair Isle on October &th, 1911, and that one of them, 
on being shot by Her Grace, proved to be an immature 
example of Anthus richardi. The bird has been recorded 
several times previously from Pair Isle, but only twice from 
elsewhere in Scotland. 

WOODCHAT SHRIKE IN SCOTLAND.—The occurrence of 
an immature example of the Woodchat Shrike (Lanius 
pomeranus), taken at the Light on the Isle of May in the 
early morning of October 19th, 1911, is announced (Scot. 
Nat., 1912, p. 10) by the Misses Rintoul and Baxter. 
Although the bird has occurred as a vagrant in most English 
counties (most frequently in the south and east), there is no 
previous authentic record for Scotland. 

SWALLOW AND MARTIN IN WINTER.—An example of Hirundo 
rustica in a starved condition was picked up dead at Reading 
on December 20th, 1911 (Field, 30.XII.1911, p. 1447), while-
a House-Martin (Chelidon urbica) was seen at Hampton Court 
on January 10th, 1912 (C. J. Robinson, i.e., 13.1.1912, p. 92). 

BIRDS BREEDING IN WINTER.—As in other mild winters, 
a good many instances of nests in December, 1911, have been, 
reported, and these include several nests with young of 
Starlings and Song-Thrushes. 

SERIN FINCH IN SCOTLAND.—Mr. 0 . H. Wild records 
(Scot. Nat., 1912, p. 11) that an adult male Serinus hortulanus 
was captured on November 9th, 1911, near Edinburgh by 
some bird-catchers. The Serin has occurred over twenty 
times in England, chiefly in the south, and twice in Ireland, 
but not previously in Scotland. 

MONTAGU'S HARRIER IN ROXBURGHSHIRE.—Mr. P . L . 
Waldron records (Scot. Nat., 1912, p . 15) that an immatur3 
male Circus cineraceus was shot during the latter part of 
August at Newlands, Newcastle ton, and has been presented 
to the Royal Scottish Museum. There are only six previous 
records of the occurrence of Montagu's Harrier in Scotland. 

BAHID'S SANDPIPER AT ST. KILDA.—Mr. W. Eagle Clarke 
records (Scot. Nat., 1912, p. 9) that he obtained an adult 
female Tringa bairdi at St. Kilda on September 28th, 1911. 
This North American wader has only twice before been 
recorded for the British Isles (cf. Vol. I., p. 16), and this further 
proof that it occasionally visits us is very interesting. 

BLACK GUILLEMOT IN YORKSHIRE.—Two examples of 
Uria grylle, which is a rare visitor to the Yorkshire coast, 
were shot at Piley during the second week of November, 1911 
(E. W. Wade, Nat., 1912, p. 21). 
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