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A COLONY OP HOUSE-MARTINS B U I L D I N G 

ONE NEST. 
W I T H reference to Mr. 0 . G. Pike 's note on this subject 
(supra, p . 225), it may be mentioned t ha t Charles Darwin 
noticed just the same thing. Writ ing to the Rev. L. Jenyns , 
in October, 1846, re his Observations in Natural History, he 
says : " I was interested in your account of the Martins, 
for I had just before then been ut ter ly perplexed by noticing 
just such a proceeding as you describe ; I counted seven one 
day lately visit a single nest, and sticking dirt on the 
adjoining wall." G. B. H O N Y . 

SHAGS INLAND IN C H E S H I R E AND Y O R K S H I R E . 

ON or about J a n u a r y 24th, 1911, six Shags (Phalacrocorax 
graculus) were seen sitting together on an araucaria in the 
park a t Ashton-Hayes, some seven miles east of Chester. 
Two of the birds were shot, and one of these, which was 
immature, was sent to the Grosvenor Museum, Chester. On 
the same day one alighted on the tower of Nantwich Church ; 
it was captured, released, and subsequently shot on the 
river Weaver. I t has been secured for the museum at 
Willaston School. On the 26th an example which had been 
killed a t Waver ton, near Chester, was sent to the Grosvenor 
Museum. Possibly these two birds were amongst the six 
seen a t Ashton-Hayes. One reached Rostherne Mere, near 
Bowdon. The body of this bird was discovered on the margin 
of the mere by a gamekeeper on February 10th. I t had then 
only been dead a day or two. I saw the bird, which was 
immature, on the 17th. The incursion does not appear to 
have been purely local, for on the 26th Mr. W. Greaves tells 
me tha t he identified a Shag (supposed to have been a 
Cormorant) which had been killed on a pond a t Hebden Bridge, 
Yorkshire. 

The identification of the five birds obtained is satisfactory. 

T. A. COWARD. 

BARNACLE-GOOSE INLAND IN C H E S H I R E . 

ON Janua ry 18th, 1912, the day following the blizzard, I saw 
a Barnacle-Goose (Bernicla leucopsis) on Radnor Mere, 
Alderley, Cheshire. The behaviour of the bird did not 
suggest an " escape." I t was very suspicious and restless, 
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and several times rose easily, and with rapid, graceful flight 
circled over the water, uttering short, sharp, yelping calls. 
The wild weather kept it on Radnor till the morning of the 
19th, when, though there was the length of the mere between 
us, and I kept as much out of sight as possible, the bird rose 
and flew away less than a minute after my appearance, and 
did not again return. The Barnacle-Goose has not hitherto 
been observed inland in Cheshire, and the presence of a wild 
bird on a water twenty miles distant from the nearest coast, 
can only be ascribed to the very severe climatic conditions 
obtaining at the time of its first appearance on the mere in 
question. M. V. WENNEK. 

GADWALL IN PERTHSHIRE. 
WITH reference to Mr. Heatley Noble's record of a Gadwall 
in Perthshire, which he says is the first record he possesses 
of the species within the district (supra, p. 247), I may state 
that I have known the Gadwall (Arms strepera) as a regular 
autumn and winter visitor to Perthshire for the past fifteen 
years. Gadwall visit the Earn at Duncrub nearly-every autumn 
and winter (see Nat. Hist, of British Surface-feeding Ducks, 
p. 30), and I have seen them on the Isla at Stobhall. They 
now breed every year at Loch Leven, which is probably the 
place of nesting, within thirty miles, to which Mr. Noble refers. 

J . G. MILLAIS. 

FERRUGINOUS DUCK IN SOUTH DEVON. 
ON January 27th, 1912, a duek was noticed at high-water, 
swimming off Tacket Wood, on the Kingsbridge Estuary, 
close to the town. A neighbouring sportsman took his gun 
and shot the bird from the quay-side and gave it to a bargee, 
who retrieved it in his boat, for his Sunday dinner. Fortu
nately I heard of a strange " Wigeon " being killed, and 
following up the clue given, was able to save the bird from 
an ignominious fate. I t proved to be a female Ferruginous 
Duck (Fuligula nyroca) with typical pale primrose irides. 
This is the second uncommon visitor of late years I have 
saved from the cooking-pot on a Sunday morning, the one 
before being a Pink-footed Goose. E. A. S. ELLIOT. 

A FLOCK OF ADULT GOLDEN-EYE DRAKES 
IN SPRING-. 

T H E adult Golden-eye Drake (Clangula glaucion) is most 
usually seen singly in this country, but I have several times 
noticed small packs of from ten to twenty adult drakes and 
ducks or young drakes on Lochs Stenness and Harray during 
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February. On March 18th, 1907, however, I was greatly 
surprised, when at the top of Deepdale on Loch Stenness, 
to put up a large pack of over two hundred Golden-eye, of 
which every bird, so far as I could see, was an adult drake. 
They were naturally extremely wild, and presented a magni
ficent sight as they wheeled and came down wind. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 
DRAKE SMEW IN CHESHIRE. 

ON January 27th, 1912, Mr. T. Hadfield, Mr. T. Baddeley 
and I watched an adult drake Smew (Mergus albellus) at close-
quarters on Mar bury Mere, near North wich. When we first 
noticed the bird it was flying with two brown-headed 
Goosanders, but it soon left them and swam by itself, diving 
repeatedly. The Goosanders had been on the water for at 
least a week, but the Smew was not with them when I visited 
the mere on the 23rd. The bird looked very white ; the 
black on the wings and back was almost concealed when it 
was swimming, but conspicuous when on the wing or when 
it raised itself in the water, as it frequently did, to flap its 
wings. We were struck by the two crescentic black bands 
over the shoulders and in front of the wings ; they showed 
as two narrow, regular, curved lines. 

The bird was on the water on the 28th, but on the 29th 
the mere was frozen over and it was not visible. 

It returned during the thaw ; I saw it on February 10th, 
and it was still there on the 18th. 

Brown-headed Smews occur occasionally inland in Cheshire, 
but old drakes are seldom seen. Mr. C. Oldham saw a brown-
headed bird on Radnor Mere, Alderley, on December 24th, 1911. 

T. A. COWAED. 

LITTLE BUSTARDS IN NORFOLK AND SCOTLAND. 
ON January 4th, 1912, a Little Bustard (Otis tetrax) was shot 
on a wet marsh at Strumshaw, near Norwich, by Mr. A. Mason. 
This species is always a rare bird, but when it does occur in 
the eastern counties, as often as not it is in mid-winter. 
Probably it is from Russia that most of our examples come, 
for in mid-winter we hardly look for migrants from countries 
south of us, such as Algeria and Spain, to visit England. 

Another was shot in Kincardineshire on January 1st, after 
frequenting a certain field for a fortnight (Scottish Naturalist, 
1912, p. 44). J. H. GUENEY. 

BLUE EGGS AMONG THE WADERS. 
THOUGH lack of pigmentation in the shell no doubt generally 
bespeaks a morbid condition in the reproductive system, 
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yet there would appear to be certain cases of abnormal 
coloration for which another cause must be sought. May 
not reversion to an ancestral type of shell be a factor in these 
cases ? That they occur among the Limicolse as well as in 
the Gaviae, see BRITISH BIRDS, Vol. II., pp. 134-5; and in 
April, 1911, I found the almost perfect shell of a Lapwing's 
egg (a Carrion-Crow had pierced and sucked it), the ground
colour of which was pale blue, uniformly but not very thickly 
covered with small black spots. Within a short distance 
was a smaller fragment of another shell of exactly similar 
type. M. WTNZAR COMPTON. 

[It is a well-known fact that blue eggs, sometimes entirely 
devoid of markings and sometimes slightly or normally 
marked, occur not only among the Waders and the gulls 
and terns, but also among the game-birds. But it is not 
necessary to explain this as caused by reversion to an ancestral 
type. As a matter of fact, the ancestral type must have 
been white, as it is invariably among reptiles at the present 
time. It is evident that the ground-colour of an egg must 
be imposed at an earlier period of development than the 
surface-markings, while the shell is still soft and receptive 
of colour. The surface-markings are caused by the secretion 
of pigment from glands when the surface of the egg has 
become hardened. If the egg is extruded prematurely, these 
latter markings are often wanting, but the same effect may 
be produced if the secretion of pigment is interfered with 
in any way. Most blue eggs of Lapwings belong to the former 
class, and have imperfectly developed shells. Probably in 
a normal Lapwing's egg the blue ground is obscured by the 
subsequent secretion of brownish pigment while the shell is 
still soft, thus forming the olive ground on which the blackish 
surface-markings are superimposed. If through exhaustion 
or any other cause the secretions which form the surface-
markings fail, the egg may be retained in the oviduct till fully 
developed, but when laid, the egg will be found to lack the 
black (surface) spots. In a prematurely-laid egg the fine 
black specks show where the surface secretions are just 
beginning to be deposited.—F. C. R. JOTXRDAIN.] 

THE 1912 " W R I C K " OF THE LITTLE AUK. 
UNDOUBTEDLY great numbers of Little Auks (Mergulus alle) 
came to grief on our shores and were driven far inland during 
the severe weather at the end of January and beginning of 
February, 1912. Judging by the information which has so 
far come to hand, it would appear that the bird has suffered no 
disaster comparable to this since January and February, 1895. 
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We hear of great numbers on the east coast of Scotland, 
and of some in Ireland, and further details of these will no 
doubt appear later, while from the east coast of England 
large numbers are reported below, and tha t the birds were 
driven far inland over a wide area is evident by the reports 
already to hand. I t would seem, however, t ha t the numbers 
in 1895 were greater, though the birds were perhaps not 
driven so far inland in tha t year. 

SCOTLAND.—Mr. H. W. Robinson writes : " Off the Bass 
Rock several hundred were seen a t once, many being eaten 
by the Black-backed Gulls in a t tendance. Thirty-six dead 
bodies were picked up on the small portion of beach between 
Joppa and Leith breakwater , th i r ty more on Granton beach, 
whilst one Edinburgh taxidermist received over fifty for 
preservation." 

YORKSHIRE.—Mr. T. H. Nelson writes from Redcar : " On 
January 20th (there had been a strong easterly wind blowing 
for two or three days , and I was in the house with a severe 
cold) my wife came in about noon, telling me t ha t when on 
Coatham Sands, she had seen about forty Li t t le Auks, in 
small parties, flying low down above the water just beyond 
the breakers. One lot of these came within five yards of 
where she was walking, and she noticed tha t they ut tered 
a short little note ; another lot of five also passed close by 
her, and yet another par ty alighted on the sea near a wrecked 
steamer. Later in the day she found a very fine specimen 
washed up a t high-water mark. After this date evidence 
was daily supplied of the finding of numerous examples of 
these little visitors ; one man picked up a dozen in the course 
of a mile walk, and many other persons reported seeing 
dead or exhausted birds on the sands, which had evidently 
been driven ashore. The local bird-stuffers had scores 
brought to them, and would only accept those t ha t were very 
fine and clean. I had numerous inquiries as to the species 
of these peculiar l i t t le birds. The weather continued stormy, 
and on February 1st a blizzard of arctic severity, with a 
north-easterly gale, swept the coast, continuing for three 
days. Hundreds of Li t t le Auks were seen flying before the 
storm, and many were found on the beach between Salt burn 
and the Tees mouth. Reports of ' rare arctic birds ' were 
also sent from inland places remote from the coast, as for 
example, Thirsk, Northal ler ton, Eas t Lay ton near Richmond, 
Yarm, Hut ton R u d b y , and along the foot of the Cleveland 
Hills at Rounton, Swainby, Stokesley and in the Esk Valley ; 
also at Linthorpe, Middlesbrough, Guisborough, and the 
villages between the coast and the moorlands. Not only in 
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this immediate locality, but also from further north on the 
coast into Durham and Northumberland, and south to Whitby 
and Scarborough, every day furnishes additional proof of 
the phenomenal nature of this invasion of the little northern 
sea-fowl, for a precedent for which we must look back to the 
year 1895." 

Mr. Bentley Beetham reports one from the river Greta, far 
inland near Barnard Castle, and Mr. M. Winzar Compton 
tells me of two picked up alive at ELeyingham, eight miles 
from the coast, on January 18th and February 2nd. 

From the Spurn district of Holderness, Mr. G. E. Clubley 
writes that he had seen twenty-six dead, sixteen of which 
were in one small pond near the sea, while he believes that 
numbers more were washed up on the beach. A specimen 
sent to me on February 4th by Mr. Clubley was not par
ticularly thin, but the gizzard was empty. 

LANCASHIRE.—Mr. T. A. Coward informs me that Mr. F. 
Williamson reports (Lanes. Nat,, 1912, p. 385) one found 
alive at Rochdale on February 1st, and another at Smallbridge, 
Rochdale, on February 5th. 

LINCOLNSHIRE.—The Rev. F . L. Blathwayt writes : " The 
immigration of Little Auks has extended far inland in the 
county. A Lincoln bird-stuffer received more than twelve, 
mostly from around the city, between the dates January 24th 
and February 12th, and many more have been picked up. 
Mr. Kew, a Louth bird-stuffer, had twenty-two up to February 
14th from different parts of the ' Marsh' district near Louth. 
The first reached him on November 23rd, 1911." 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE.—" One was sent by Mr. Hamilton from 
near Newark to Mr. A. F . Adsetts on February 8th." (F.C.R. 
Jourdain). 

DERBYSHIRE—" The first of which I have a definite record 
was caught alive at Ripley by Mr. Marshall and sent by him 
to Mr. A. F . Adsetts on February 1st. On February 3rd 
another was sent from Shardlow to Messrs. Hutchinson. A 
third was found alive, during a snowstorm, in the locomotive 
sheds at Derby station, and was brought to Mr. Adsetts on 
the 8th, while a fourth was sent to Messrs. Hutchinson from 
Drayeott on the 9th. A fifth was obtained in the Matlock 
district in February, but I have not yet been able to ascertain 
any further particulars." (F. C. R. Jourdain). 

CHESHIRE.—Mr. A. Newstead writes : " On February 3rd, 
whilst looking for stray birds, I was surprised to fix my glasses 
on to a specimen of the Little Auk swimming rather rapidly 
in the middle of Dee, practically only a stone's-throw from 
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Chester. For some time it made no attempt to come nearer 
to the edge of the river; however, eventually it flew a few 
yards, and dropped again, apparently exhausted. A little 
later on in the afternoon of the same day it had made its way 
nearer to the old Dee bridge, and was killed by some boys, 
from whom it was purchased and presented to the Chester 
Museum by Professor R. Newstead, together with a second 
specimen picked up at the river's edge—dead—on February 
4th. The stomach of one specimen contained only the roots 
of plants, the other was quite empty." 

Mr. T. A. Coward reports one taken alive at Mere near 
Knutsford, on February 2nd, and another at Cuddington, 
near Northwich, about February 6th. 

NORFOLK.—Mr. J. H. Gurney writes : " They were first 
heard of at Cley on January 20th. Mr. Gunn, of Norwich, 
had one from Wells on the 23rd, one was found in a field at 
Northrepps on the 24th, three at Overstrand on the 26th, 
while from Cley, Mr. Pashley wrote to me that hundreds 
were supposed to have passed Blakeney ; more than forty 
were counted from the beach in an hour or two on the 
26th, several being picked up exhausted, and others seen to 
fly inland. Three were reported by Sir Digby Pigott from 
Sheringham on February 2nd; Mr. Gunn, of Norwich, had had 
thirteen by the 8th, and Mr. Saunders, of Yarmouth, sixteen 
by the 9th, Mr. Roberts six." Specimens kindly sent to me 
by Mr. Gurney (Northrepps, February 3rd, Ruston, February 
7th, Yarmouth, February 8th) were all very thin and had no 
food in their gizzards. 

SUFFOLK.—Dr. C. B. Ticehurst writes from Lowestoft that 
numbers were picked up, Mr. Bunn, of Lowestoft, had seven 
brought in to him (Angler's News, 10.11.1912, p. 201). Mr. 
Gurney tells me of six from Aldeburgh. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE-—" One found near Kettering on Feb
ruary 3rd and another at Kettering ' last week.' " (C. E . 
Wright, Zool, 1912, p. 74 ) 

LEICESTERSHIRE.—" One was sent to Messrs. Hutchinson 
for preservation from Ashby-de-la-Zouch and arrived on 
February 9th, having probably been found on the previous 
day." (F. C R. Jourdain.) 

WARWICKSHIRE.—Mr. Leigh writes that one was found alive 
at Small Heath, Birmingham, on February 3rd, and that 
another was reported at Coventry on February 2nd. 

WORCESTERSHIRE.—Mr. Leigh also tells me of specimens 
being reported from Evesham and Harvington. 
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STAFFORDSHIRE.—Mr. W. Wells Bladen writes : " On Feb
ruary 2nd, on the morning of which day we had a north
easterly blizzard with ten degrees of frost, a Little Auk (Mer-
gulus alle), which had been found on the frozen canal at Stone, 
was brought to me. It was entirely uninjured and very lively ; 
not at all shy, as it peeked at my finger when I fed it with tiny 
morsels of whiting. During the following afternoon it became 
very restless, and in the evening died. Previous records for 
the county are : Several on the Trent in 1843 ; one, Walsall, 
1870 ; one, Wheaton Aston, Jan., 1901 ; one in a collection 
at Wyeley Grove." 

Mr. A. G. Leigh reports that one was found dead at Hands-
worth, Birmingham, on February 3rd. 

SHROPSHIRE.—Mr. H. E. Forrest writes : " One was seen 
on the Severn at Melverley on February 1st, the following day 
one was caught alive on the road near Wem, whilst another 
was seen swimming and diving in the river beneath one of 
the bridges in Shrewsbury, eventually flying off down stream. 
On the 5th one was brought to a local taxidermist from Cres-
sage—possibly the same bird." 

Mr. A. G. Leigh reports one from Bridgnorth on 
February 5th. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE.—-One is reported from Cirencester as 
caught in a garden by the river on February 2nd (Field, 
10.11.1912). 

HERTFORDSHIRE.—Mr. T. A. Coward tells me that Mr. F. J. 
Stubbs reported one to him from Tring on February 4th. 

SURREY.—One is reported as picked up alive on Ford Manor 
Estate on February 2nd (Field, 10.11.1912). 

K E N T . — " One was picked up on the shore at Dungeness on 
January 24th, and one at Ulcombe and another at Snodland 
during the frost." (N. F . Ticehurst.) 

SUSSEX.—" One was picked up at Littlehampton on January 
23rd." (N. F . Ticehurst.) 

Specimens reported in November and December, 1911 (cf. 
supra, pp. 230 and 252) can hardly be regarded as having any 
connection with the present movement.—H.F.W. 

SLAVONIAN GREBES IN MONTGOMERYSHIRE 
AND SHROPSHIRE. 

MR. W. HAMPSON informs me that on February 6th, 1912, his 
son shot two Grebes on Lake Vyrnwy of a species unknown 
to him or the keepers. Another was shot on the same lake 
by Mr. P. M. Evans on February 21st. They were sent for 
preservation to Mr. F. Coburn, Birmingham, who identified 
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them as Slavonian Grebes (Podicipes auritus). The occur
rence is worthy of note, since this species has only once 
before been recorded in Montgomeryshire (cf. Fauna N. 
Wales, p . 245). Mr. Hampson adds t ha t on the 8th there 
was a par ty of Goosanders on the lake. 

I have since learned t ha t about the same date another 
Slavonian Grebe was obtained about two miles from Clun, in 
south-west Shropshire, another on the Severn just above 
Shrewsbury on February 13th, and a third near Church 
Stretton on the 15th. Although this species has frequently 
been recorded in the county, not one appears to have been 
met with unti l now since November, 1894, when a specimen 
was shot on the Severn, some four miles north-west of 
Shrewsbury. H. E. F O R R E S T 

FULMARS I N O R K N E Y . 
WITH reference to my note on the dates of arrival of Fulmars 
(Fulmarus glacialis) in Orkney (supra, p . 228), I omit ted to 
state tha t in 1908 there were Fulmars on Hoy Head a t the 
new year—indeed a pair in my collection were shot there on 
January 2nd in tha t year. H . W. ROBINSON. 

[In the Vertebrate, Fauna of the Shetland's (p. 210), Messrs. 
A. H. Evans and Buckley s ta te tha t , to Judge from Mr. F 
Traill's observations, Fulmars " are quite common out a t sea in 
winter, and betake themselves to the land as soon as J a n u a r y 
commences, nearly all the migrants having arrived by 
February." I am much indebted to Mr. W. Evans for drawing 
my at tention to an error in the date of the establishment of 
the Hoy Head colony, which I referred to on pages 142 and 
199 as 1891. I much regret to say t h a t this is a mistake, which 
arose from a misquotation in the articles on " Additions " 
by Br. N . F . Ticehurst andmyself (Vol. I I . , p . 374). Wequoted 
from Mr. Harvie-Brown's Fauna of the North-west Highlands 
(1904), where we are told, on page 359, t ha t since the Orkney 
volume was issued (i.e. since 1891) Hoy Head had been 
occupied, bu t no exact da te is given, nor perhaps obtainable, 
for the founding of this colony.—H.F.W.] 

NORTHERN W I L L O W - W A R B L E R IN H A D D I N G T O N . — A male 
Phylloscopus trochilus eversmanni was taken a t t he Bass 
Rock Lighthouse on April 29th, 1909 (W. Evans , Scot. Nat., 
1912, p . 44). 

H A W F I N C H B R E E D I N G I N W E S T LOTHIAN.-—A young 
Coccothraustes vulgaris about twelve days old, was found on 
June 21st, 1911, in Dalmeny Pa rk . The nest from which it 
had presumably fallen was found in t h e following F e e e m t e r 
(B. Campbell, Scot. Nat., 1912, p . 43). 
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