
( 294 ) 

T H E DIPPER AT T H E NEST. 

BY 

ARTHUR BROOK. 

[PLATE 5.] 

T H E nest of the Dipper (Cinclus aqimticus) figured here 
was built upon the side of a wild Welsh stream, and 
contained callow young on April 12th, 1911. The birds 
at this nest were by no means shy, and I was able to 
obtain a series of photographs of them. We had pre-

THE PAIB OF DIPPEBS. 

(Photographed by Arthur Brook.) 

viously placed a stone beneath the nest for the birds to 
settle upon, and this was much appreciated by the old 
Dippers, which used to stand upon it whilst feeding the 
young. I was hidden within three yards of the nest, and 
had a fine view of the chestnut colour on the lower-breast 
of the bird as it stood upon the stone. 

After feeding the young, the parent would fly, with 
Kingfisher-like flight, to the nearest ford and commence 
wading up stream, disappearing beneath the surface 
every now and then in search of food. Several times 
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DIPPER WITH FOOD TOE ITS YOUNG. 

(Photographed by Arthur Brook.) 



DIPPER ABOUT TO PEED ITS YOUNG. 

(Photographed by A r t h u r Brook . ) 

TWO YOUNG DIPPERS. 

(Photographed by A r t h u r Brook . ) 
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the pair of birds absented themselves from the nest for 
about twenty minutes, and I noticed that they generally 
flew up stream when they left the nest. 

In mid-stream a piece of turf had fallen, forming a 
small island, to which the Dippers would resort and 
burst forth into song. I was fortunate enough to obtain 
a photograph of the pair of birds together upon this 
little island. 

Young Dippers can swim and dive before they are 
fully fledged. Upon one occasion I was about to examine a 
nest, built beneath a bridge about ten feet above a stream. 
Before I could place my hand inside the nest, the young 
birds scrambled out and dived into the water beneath. 
The water, being very clear, afforded a good view of them. 
They swam for some distance beneath the surface, using 
their wings to propel themselves, after the manner of 
the old ones when in pursuit of prey. Upon reaching 
the surface one of the young birds swam strongly to a 
small rock and stood upon it. It was a most entertaining 
sight to see the young bird perched upon the rock, 
" bobbing " in approved Dipper style. 

Dippers are very partial to their nesting-sites. I have 
in mind a nest from which six clutches of eggs were 
taken by schoolboys in one season. Two broods are often 
reared in the same nest in one season, a new lining of 
leaves being the only addition. 
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