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MANX ORNITHOLOGICAL NOTES, 1909-12. 
BY 

F. S. GRAVES AND P. G. RALFE. 

T H E following information is intended to continue the 
ornithological record for the Isle of Man from the end of 
the period covered by the article in BRITISH BIRDS, 

Vol. I I I . , pp. 215-18, to the end of the year 1911. 
Within these three years the Tree-Pipit has been 

recognized almost certainly as a nesting species, and the 
breeding of the Common Sandpiper and Common Tern 
established. The first specimen of the Hen-Harrier has 
been recorded. The status of some common British 
small birds still, however, remains uncertain. 

REDSTART (Ruticilla phmnicurus).—On April 30th, 1911, 
in the Curragh, the son of Graves called his attention 
to a strange bird, which proved to be a male of this 
species. A female was seen by Mr. M. V. Wenner 
at Injebreck on April 29th, 1911. 

BLUE TITMOUSE (Farm ecerukus).-—Now by far the 
commonest Tit in the Island ; in every district, and 
still increasing in numbers. 

GREY WAGTAIU (Motacilla melanope).—More frequent as 
a breeding species than we believed when Birds of 
the Isle of Man was written. Nests on the Douglas 
River at the Nunnery, and on Ballure stream near 
Ramsey. 

T R E E - P I P I T (Anthus trivialis).—On June 3rd, 1911, while 
fishing at Injebreck Reservoir, West Baldwin, Graves 
repeatedly heard the familiar song of this bird. Next 
day he and Mr. M. V. Wenner both saw and heard 
the bird, its song and short characteristic flights 
from a tall ash leaving no doubt as to the identity 
of the species. On several later dates Mr. Wenner 
heard the song, and there seems little doubt that it 
was breeding. This is the first record of the species 
in the Isle of Man. 

BRAMBLING (Fringilla montifringilla).—Seen and reported 
from various districts in winter. 
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TWITE (Linota flavirostris).—In 1908 Mr. J . Bell found a 
nest amid heather on the Ayre. He and other 
residents in Ramsey, who are well acquainted with 
the species through having kept i t in captivity, have 
of late years met with it out of the breeding-season 
both on the mountains and lowland. 

Ralfe has lately, through the kindness of Mrs, 
Roberts, of Castletown, seen an extract from Once 
a Week, 12th May, 1866, in which her father, the 
late Mr. J . M. Jeffeott, throws some light upon the 
nesting of the species in Man, for the article no 
doubt relates to the Island. He says that he never 
saw Twites in winter, but had observed small parties 
in early spring. " In summer, Twites are exceedingly 
shy, and within a large extent of moor where they 
breed, it is seldom tha t more than two or three pairs 
are to be found." He had once only found a nest, 
which had six eggs. 

CROSSBILL (Loxia eurvirostra).—For occurrences in 1909, 
see BRITISH BIRDS, Vol. III . , p . 305. 

CHOUGH (Pyrrhocorax graculus),-—In a lonely inlet of the 
west coast, an old mine-working opens half-way up 
the face of the cliff. High in the lofty but narrow 
crevice (partly natural, partly artificial) a window, 
so to speak, still half-framed in timber, opens through 
the wall of rock to the outer air, and on its sill is 
annually placed the nest of a Chough, easily visible 
from the inside against the light of the opening. In 
this neighbourhood, in 1911, I saw within one and a 
half miles three nesting-sites, a second being in a 
cliff surmounting a long rocky brow, and the third 
in the roof of a rock-arch under which the sea flows 
at high tide. At a nesting-site mentioned on p. 86 
of Birds of the Isle of Man, the shelf used in 1877 
was, in 1911, occupied by a Chough's nest, which 
contained four eggs. 

Several of the artificial sites described in the same 
book are now unoccupied. The building in the 
illustration opposite p . 314 has been pulled down. 
On October 26th, 1911, Graves saw sixteen Choughs 
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and • six Grey Crows, feeding in company in a field 
near Ballamoar. 

ROOK (Corvus frugilegus).—Graves notes two occupied 
Rook's nests in 1910 in " Monkey Puzzles " (Chilian 
Pine) at Ballagarraghyn (German). There are 
Rookeries (not mentioned in Ralfe's list) at Tosaby 
(Malew), Ballakilley (Rushen), very small and recent, 
and Stockfield (German). Mr. T. Cubbon, who called 
attention to the last-mentioned, names another at 
Cooil Injil (Marown) which existed at the date of 
Ralfe's list, but has since become extinct. 

CUCKOO (Cuculus canorus).—So little is known about 
Manx foster-parents of the Cuckoo, other than the 
Meadow-Pipit, that it may be worth mentioning 
that Mr. Wenner found a young bird in the nest of 
a Sedge-Warbler in Greeba Curragh in 1911. 

H E N - H A R R I E R (Circus cyaneus).—The first known Manx 
occurrence is recorded in BRITISH BIRDS, Vol. III., 
p . 338. 

GADWALL (Anas strepera).—On November 6th, 1911, a 
male in fine plumage was shot by Mr. E. Turner 
on the tide-pools at Lang Ness : the second Manx 
record. 

STOCK-DOVE (Columba oenas).—Seems to be increased in 
numbers, both in summer and winter. Mr. P. A. 
Craine reports nests at Clay Head; Graves saw twenty 
to thirty coming in to roost in September, 1911, in 
plantations near St. Johns. Most of those he has 
shot were birds of the year. 

PURPLE SANDPIPER (Tringa maritima).—Mr. H. Mackenzie 
tells Ralf e that when he was stationed at the Chickens 
Rock Light, a party of these birds regularly visited 
the rock (nearly a mile from shore) when uncovered 
by the tide, during the period between August and 
December. 

COMMON SANDPIPER (Totanus hypoleucus).—Graves had 
for years observed this species when fishing at the 
Reservoir in West Baldwin, but was not able to 
find a nest until June 5th, 1910, when he discovered 
one on a bracken-clad bank close to the water, with 
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four slightly incubated eggs. The following day 
these were accidentally broken, but on the 23rd of 
the same month there was another nest with four 
eggs on the same bank near the old site. This is the 
first record of the breeding of the species in the 
Isle of Man. In 1911 the birds were at the place 
on April 15th. and subsequently. No nest was found, 
and Graves thinks the birds did not breed this year. 

The species occurs commonly on spring and autumn 
migration, both inland and on the coast. Graves 
has seen a party of twenty to thirty at White Strand, 
near Peel. 

COMMON TERN (Sterna fluviatilis).—Regarding a small 
colony in the Island, see Mr. M. V. Wenner in BBITISH 
BIRDS, Vol. V., p . 80. On July 5th in the same 
year the nesting-place, which is subject to much 
disturbance, seemed to have been forsaken by all 
Terns. 

HiRRiNG-GxJUL (Larus argentatus).—This very abundant 
bird is extending its breeding-range. Mr. F , A. 
Craine has pointed out a comparatively recent colony 
on Clay Head, and of late years there have been a 
few nests on Lang Ness. The species is now in strong 
disfavour among farmers. Some even assert tha t it 
destroys new-born lambs. Ralfe has seen wild 
Herring-Gulls feed from a dish held in a lady's hands 
at Castletown. 

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus marinus).—In July, 
1911, a pair flying around an isolated stack on the west 
coast behaved in such a way as to make it almost 
certain that there were young in the neighbourhood. 
There were empty and trodden-down nests on this 
stack. In spite of repeated assertions, the species 
has not yet been proved to breed in Man. At 
Christmas-time, 1911, Ralfe saw about thirty with 
Herring-Gulls on Ramsey shore ; at least twenty 
were mature birds. 

GREAT SKUA (Megalestris catarrkactes).—On February 
25th, 1910, a specimen was caught on a baited hook 
seven or eight miles off Maughold Head, by fishermen 
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of the boat " Caribou," and found its way to the 
Ramsey Museum (I. of M, Nat. Hist, and Ant. Soc. 
Zool. Report, 1909-10). 

POTTOS (Fratercula arctica).—In 1911, Mr. Wenner and 
Ralfe found a few pairs breeding at Maughold Head, 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE {Podicipes cristatus).—On July 
15th, 1910, an adult female was taken in a dying con
dition from a tide-pool near Castletown Pier by 
T. Kelly, assistant harbour-master, who gave it to 
Ralfe. Mr. P. W. Leach, of Douglas, identified an 
immature bird which had been found dead or dying 
on Douglas shore on February 9th, 1911. 

MANX SHEARWATER (Puffi-nus anglorum).—When crossing 
to and from the Island, as he frequently does, Graves 
has seen birds of the species between April 29th and 
September 20th (these being the extreme dates) 
during the last three years, and from Douglas Bay 
to the Bar Lightship at the mouth of the Mersey. 
On one occasion there were about one hundred feeding 
close together. He is of opinion that these are not 
migrating birds, as has been stated. 


