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THE TEREK SANDPIPER IN KENT. 

A N E W BRITISH BIRD. 

BY 

THOMAS PAKKIN, M.A., F.L.S. 

[PLATE 3.] 

ON May 23rd, 1912, two specimens of the Terek Sandpiper 
(Terekia cinerea), a male and a female, were obtained at 
Brookland, Romney Marsh, Kent. On the 24th another 
male, and on the 25th another female, were obtained at 
the same place. The birds were sent direct to Mr. 
G. Bristow (taxidermist) of Silchester Road, St. Leonards-
on-Sea. One of the birds shot on the 23rd was at once 
brought to me for identification; it was in spring-
plumage, and had the appearance of having been killed 
only a few hours previously. The two obtained on the 
24th and 25th were seen in the flesh by Messrs. J. 
Harrison and W. R. Butterfield. 

One of the birds killed on May 23rd was exhibited by 
me at the British Ornithologists' Club on June 12th last. 

DESCRIPTION . 

Although the habits and notes of the Terek Sandpiper 
are said to be essentially those of a Sandpiper, the com
paratively long and decidedly upcurved bill and the 
comparatively very short legs make it structurally so 
different from other members of the group as to warrant 
its separation generically. 

MALE — SUMMER-PLUMAGE. Upper-parts : Bronzy-
grey with dark brown mesial streaks to the feathers 
of the head and mantle, and broad black-brown 
stripes on the scapulars forming a conspicuous double 
band down the back. Forehead mottled with whitish 
and upper tail-coverts bronzy-grey mottled with 
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sandy-brown. Tail bronzy-grey. Primaries and 
lesser wing-eoverts blaekish-brown. Secondaries 
brown, tipped and edged with white, the innermost 
together with the innermost wing-coverts being 
more or less mottled with sandy-brown. 

Under-parts : White, with the sides of the neck 
and flanks much mottled with brown and the throat 
and breast finely streaked with brown. 

Wing 126 ; bill 49 (curved upwards) ; tarsus 27 mm. 
MALE—WINTER-PLUMAGE. Much the same as above, 

but more ashy-grey on upper-parts with very little 
of the brown mesial-markings and less distinct lines 
on the scapulars. Under-parts white, the sides of 
the neck and breast being washed with grey. 

FEMALE. Very similar to the male, but rather less 
clearly marked with black-brown on the upper-
parts. 

JUVENILE. Much as the adult in winter, but the colours 
less pure and the black-brown markings on the 
scapulars ill-defined. H. F. WITHERBY. 

DISTRIBUTION. 

This bird is confined to northern Russia and Asia 
during the breeding-season, and an excellent account of 
its distribution during that period has been contributed 
by Mr. Sergius Buturlin to Mr. Dresser's work on the 
Eggs of the Birds of Europe (p. 726) which is quoted 
below : " It breeds from the valley of the Onega in the 
west to the Kolyma basin in the east, but as it has been 
met with in Kamtschatka, as a straggler on the Commander 
Islands, and as it visits the central parts of the Anadyr 
in the spring, it may possibly breed somewhere on the 
Anadyr ; it breeds numerously in the delta of the Dvina, 
is found near Mezen, ranges north to 68° on the Petchora, 
to 67° 30' N. lat. on the Ob, but much further north on 
the Yenesei, as Popham met with it near the limit of forest 
growth which there, between Dudinka and Kestrovaia, 
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is in 70°. On the Kolyma I met with it breeding in 68 | 
If. lat. It is more difficult to trace the southern limits 
of its breeding range ; it is only known as a migrant on 
Saghalien, the Amoor, or southern Dauria, and has not 
been found breeding on the shores of the Sea of Okhotsk, 
but is found in the summer in the Minusinsk district 
(about 54° N.), and I observed it in pairs in June in the 
basin of the Alei (in about 51° N. and 81° E.) ; in the Ural 
basin it breeds commonly down to 52§°, and was on one 
occasion found breeding near Orenburg (in about 51|° N . ) ; 
it breeds in Ufa, Kazan, but not in the Samara Government 
except in the Volga valley, where it breeds down to 53|° N. 
Half a century ago the southern limit of its breeding 
range was in the Volga district, and I am sure from per
sonal observation during many years that it was never 
met with in the basin of the Sura, in the Simbirsk and 
Penza Governments, even as recently as the 'eighties, 
but early in the 'nineties Mr. B. M. Zhitkov found it 
breeding in the Alatyr valley on a tributary of the Sura 
in the northern Simbirsk Government; ten years later 
it was numerous there, and since 1899 I have observed it 
breeding in the Sura near Promsino, in about 54|° N., 
and it is now quite common there ; in the first years of 
the twentieth century it was found breeding still further 
south, in the south-eastern parts of the Penza Government 
(about 53|° N.) by V. M. Artobolevsky ; in 1896 N.N. 
Malyskev, and in 1897 M. M. Khomiakov met with it 
breeding in some numbers on the Oka in the Riazan 
Government (about 54° 94' N. and 41° E.) ; in July 1884 
a female with well-developed ovary was obtained near 
Moscow, and in June 1881 the Terek Sandpiper was found 
breeding on the River Kobodga in the Novgorod Govern
ment (about 58§° N. and 35° E.). Therefore it is clearly 
proved that its range is extending somewhat rapidly 
towards the south-west in central Russia." 

According to Sandman several pairs bred on islands in 
the Gulf of Bothnia in Finland in 1894 and 1895. Skins 
and eggs are preserved in the collections of Messrs. 
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Bonsdorff and landman (c/. Naumann, new ed. IX. 
(1902), p. 107.) 

As a passage-migrant Buturlin states that it occurs 
in the Governments of Petersburg, Pskoff, KiefE and 
Kharkov, and as a straggler even in the Baltic Provinces, 
while of late years it has become not rare on passage on 
the eastern shores of the Black Sea. Radde and Henke 
record it as a passage-migrant in the Caucasus and the 
Astrakhan district, while it also occurs on passage near 
Constantinople (Ibis, 1876, p. 64). In middle and south
western Europe it is a rare straggler, but has been recorded 
from Germany, from Brunswick in autumn, 1843, by 
Blasius, who himself shot one specimen and heard of 
another ; one from the Oberrhein (in the Museum of 
Karlsruhe) ; and one from Pomerania in April, 1910, by 
Reichenow (Orn. Monatsber., 1910, p. 179) ; several times 
from France (Normandy and near Paris by Temminck, 
and south France by Jaubert and Barthelemy-Lapom-
meraye) ; from Italy about eleven times, both in spring 
and autumn, and from Switzerland several times, on two 
occasions in spring. In Africa it occurs on the Red 
Sea littoral and Abyssinia, as well as in Madagascar, 
Loango, British Central Africa, and south to Damaraland 
and Natal, while Sir E. Newton recorded it from 
Mauritius. In Asia it ranges south to Aden, the Persian 
Gulf, India, Ceylon, the Andaman Isles, the Malay 
States, Burmah, Cochin China and China, as well as 
east to the Japanese Isles, and has occurred as a 
casual even on Bering Island in the Commander Group. 
In the Malay Archipelago it has been recorded from 
Borneo, Java, Sumatra, Celebes, Ceram, Palawan and 
the Philippine Isles, and ranges even to New Guinea, 
Australia (North Australia and New South Wales) and 
Tasmania. F. C. R. JOXJRDAIN. 
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As this bird is new to the British List since the publi
cation of our Hand-List of British Bird?, it should be 
added at page 179 thus :—-

TEREKIA CINEREA 

386a. Terekia cinerea (Giild.)—TEREK SANDPIPER. 

ScoLorAX cnsrEREA Giildenstadt, Nov. Comm. Petrop., xix, p. 473, 
pi. 19 (1774—Shores of Caspian Sea). 
Terekia cinerea Giild., T. Parkin, Brit. B., VT, p. 74. 

DISTRIBUTION.—England.—Four. Male and female Brookland 
(Kent) May 23rd, 1912, male, 24th, and female, 25th, same 
place (ut supra). 

DISTRIBUTION.—Abroad.—Breeds in north-east Europe and 
northern Siberia from west Finland (Lat. 84° Gulf of Bothnia) 
to the Kolyma basin, southwards to about 54° N. lat. in 
central Russia and west Siberia, but not so far south as the 
sea of Okhotsk in east Siberia. Passes on migration through 
Asia and east Europe (eastern shores of Black Sea and shores 
of Caspian Sea), wintering in the Eastern Archipelago and 
Australia, also along the shores of southern Asia, in north
east Africa and in small numbers even to South Africa. Rare 
in middle and west Europe ; three times in Germany, several 
times in Switzerland, eleven in Italy, several times in France. 

AUTHORS OF THE HAND-LIST. 
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MALE TEREK SANDPIPER SHOT AT BROOKLAND, ROMNEY MARSH, 
KENT, ON MAY 23BD, 1912. 

(Photographed by T. Parkin.) 
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