
MOTES 
INCREASE AND DECREASE IN SUMMER-RESIDENTS. 

AN INQUIRY PROPOSED. 

EVERY year there appear many notes in periodical literature 
recording a diminution or increase of certain summer-birds 
in various localities. A good many correspondents have 
written to us from time to time on the subject, but isolated 
observations in a case of this kind are of little importance, 
as they may be due simply to local and temporary fluctuations. 

To discover the real meaning of these fluctuations the co
operation of a number of observers over a wide area is 
absolutely essential. We think that the subject is one which 
ought to be inquired into, and as a preliminary step we seek the 
co-operation of every reader of BRITISH BIRDS, and would 
ask each to fill in the schedule which is sent out with this 
issue. In this schedule only brief answers are required, and 
the inquiry has been confined to those species which are most 
often spoken of as fluctuating in numbers. To make the 
inquiry satisfactory, the answers in the schedules should 
be founded on the most careful observation possible. The 
most valuable information of all is such as is given by the 
Messrs. Alexander in Vol. II., pp. 322-6, and by Mr. H. G. 
Alexander in Vol. V., pp. 103-5; and it is to be hoped that 
some of our readers will be able to give the exact number 
of pairs in certain areas in 1911 and 1912, while others who 
cannot go so far as this, will give brief reasons for their 
conclusions. 

Every reader is particularly requested to fill in and return 
the schedule at once. THE EDITORS. 

EARLY NESTS IN 1912. 

THE following notes of early nesting in 1912 may be of 
interest in connection with the other records which have 
been published :— 

March 16th, Suffolk : Several Mistle-Thrush with eggs. 
April 27th, Kent : Bullfinch with five eggs, incubation 
commenced; Yellow Bunting with four eggs, incubation 
advanced. May 1st, Kent : Blackcap with five eggs, incu
bation commenced. May 4th, Kent : Whitethroat with five 
eggs, fresh. Surrey: Blackcap with five eggs, incubation 
commenced; Lesser Whitethroat with three eggs, fresh. May 
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6th, Kent: Blackcap with four eggs and a Cuckoo's, incuba
tion commenced. 

My previous earliest date for Lesser Whitethroat is May 8th 
(1904), and for the Cuckoo May 20th (1892), in the nest of a 
Redbreast. May 1st for Blackcap and May 4th for Lesser 
Whitethroat are probably new records. P. F. BTTNYARD. 

[With regard to the Lesser Whitethroat, Mr. J. E. Harting 
states that an egg was found at Willesden on April 28th ; and 
Mr. S. G. Cummings has recorded a nest with five eggs 
(incubation begun) near Chester, on May 6th, 1902. This 
latter instance is of course from considerably further north.— 
P. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

CROSSBILLS BREEDING IN SUFFOLK FOR THE 
THIRD YEAR IN SUCCESSION. 

THOUGH apparently there were not so many Crossbills (Lor.ia 
c. curvirostra) breeding in England in 1912 as in 1910 and 1911, 
nevertheless in Suffolk a fair number successfully got off with 
young, and one or two nests met with their usual fate of being 
destroyed by squirrels. This scarcity of birds was undoubtedly 
due to the almost total failure of the cone crop. I have heard 
that they were also quite absent on their usual breeding-
grounds in many parts of Scandinavia owing to the failure of 
the spruce cones. Should there be a failure in the food-
supply abroad this year, I think we may look forward to a 
big immigration this autumn, as the Scotch pines are loaded 
with new cones, especially in this district. 

On January 17th I received advices that Crossbills had 
been seen in Suffolk in fair numbers, and that a partly com
pleted nest had been located. On the two following days both 
birds were busy at the nest. Bad weather set in and the 
nest was deserted and no birds have been seen there since, 
though in a neighbouring belt of pines a male bird was in full 
song indicating the presence of a nest at no great distance. 
On March 10th a nest was found in a Scotch pine twelve 
feet from the ground, from which a brood of young flew on 
the tree being climbed. One of these was secured after flying 
thirty yards, and was kept in confinement, but died in a few 
hours and was sent by me to Mr. Witherby. Three other 
pairs of birds were seen on this date. On March 16th I visited 
the locality and found a nest with eggs which had been 
destroyed, a second nest from which birds had quite recently 
flown, and a third in a similar condition. The following day 
I did not see or hear a single bird, and there was practically 
no very recent work on the few cones that there were. 
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On April 14th I found some very recent work on the cones 
close to Croydon, where I found Crossbills breeding in 1910, 
suggesting that they were breeding somewhere in the locality. 

A very interesting point to which I do not think attention 
has been drawn before, is the very foul state of the nests from 
which young have flown, owing no doubt to the inability of 
the parents to remove the faeces. This can be readily under
stood when we bear in mind the shape of the mandibles. The 
ground under the nest is also usually strewn with the fasces. 

Crossbills, like many other species this year, were a fort
night earlier than the usual date when the bulk of the birds 
start nesting. I have no doubt that had I visited the 
locality earlier many other nests would have been located. 
However, I feel convinced that the Crossbill is (and probably 
always has been) a firmly established English-breeding bird, 
and I do not consider it is more sporadic in its nesting 
than many other British birds such as the Hobby, Hawfinch, 
Grasshopper-Warbler, etc. etc. P. F. BTXNYABD. 

ri may mention that there is no proof that the Crossbill 
has ever nested before for three years running in any one 
locality in England.—H.F.W.] 
GREY WAGTAIL BREEDING IN HERTFORDSHIRE. 
As there appear to be few records of the nesting of the 
Grey Wagtail (Motacilla b. boarula) in Hertfordshire, it 
may be of interest to record that I have known of their 
nesting in that county on the banks of the river Chess for 
the last nine years. This year one pair has nested and reared 
two broods. M. BEDFORD. 

ISABELLINE WHEATEAR IN SUSSEX. 
AN Isabelline Wheatear (QSnanihe isabettina) shot at Rye 
Harbour on March 28th, 1912, has already been recorded in 
these pages (Vol. V., p. 328). I saw this specimen almost, 
I might say, in the flesh, as Mr. Bristow had just finished 
removing the skin from the body. On May 10th another 
bird of this species, a male, was shot in a quarry at " Old 
Roar," St. Leonards-on-Sea, and was examined in the flesh 
by Mr. W. Ruskin Butterfield. This specimen was secured 
by Mr. W. H. Mullens, and is now in the Hastings Museum 
amongst the fine collection of local birds presented by him to 
that institution. The two birds above recorded make the 
third and fourth examples of this species obtained in Great 
Britain. According to the recently published Hand-List 
of British Birds there are only two other records, viz. Female, 
Allonby (Cumberland), Nov. 11th, 1887 ; male, Rye Harbour 
(Sussex), April 17th, 1911. THOMAS PABKIN. 
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DESERTED WREN'S NEST USED AGAIN. 
IN May, 1912, I found the nest of a Wren {Troglodytes t. trog
lodytes) in an apple tree. I t was not lined, and I did not 
expect it to be used. At the beginning of June the birds 
(or others) returned to it and lined it, and two eggs were 
deposited. The nest was then deserted again for nearly 
three weeks, and the eggs were spoilt. I left them in the 
nest and was surprised, early in July, to see a Wren leave 
the nest when I kicked the tree. I then found that two more 
eggs had been laid. These hatched in due course, and the 
young were becoming feathered, when something destroyed 
the nest. J. H. OWEN. 

EARLY LAYING OF THE CUCKOO AND REMOVAL 
OF THE EGGS OF FOSTER-PARENTS. 

As it is stated in BRITISH BIRDS for June (p. 18) that authentic 
records of the laying of the Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) in 
England in April are very scarce, perhaps the following note 
may be of interest. 

On May 1st, 1902, I was told by a gamekeeper (in Surrey) 
that on the previous day (that is on April 30th) he had found 
a Robin's nest in which there was a large dark-coloured egg 
in addition to three Robin's eggs. I at once asked him to 
show me the nest, which was in a bank quite close to where 
we were standing. I found that it contained, besides three 
Robin's eggs, a fine large Cuckoo's egg of a very unusual red-
brown colour like that of some Tree-Pipits' eggs. Now this 
Cuckoo's egg must have been laid at the latest in the early 
morning of April 30th, as the keeper saw it in the nest at 
about ten o'clock on that day, and it may have been laid 
the day before (April 29th). 

Three years later on May 4th, 1905, my eldest son informed 
me that he had found a Robin's nest in a bank not far from 
my house with one egg in it. He took me to the nest and on 
extracting the egg I found that it was not only a Cuckoo's 
egg, but a red-brown one, the exact duplicate of the one I had 
taken from the Robin's nest in the wood about four hundred 
yards away on May 1st, 1902. I have these two red-brown 
Cuckoo's eggs still in my collection, and although the original 
beautiful rich-red colour has much faded since they were 
first taken, they are still very distinctive, and I have never 
seen any other Cuckoo's eggs like them. They were un
doubtedly laid by the same bird, or the second was laid 
by a descendant of the Cuckoo whose egg I took on May 
1st, 1902. 
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On May 20th, 1908, the son of a fruit-farmer living near 
me told me that he had that day found what he thought was 
a yellow " dishwasher's " (Wagtail's) nest under a strawberry 
plant. I asked him how many eggs there were in it, and he 
said there were five. I told him not to touch it, as I would like 
to come and look at it the following morning. I met the lad 
about ten o'clock the next morning and the first thing he 
said to me was, " them dishwashers have been taking their eggs 
out of the nest and carrying them away." He told me that he 
had just come from the nest which was less than one hundred 
yards from where we were standing, and that whereas on the 
previous day there were five eggs in it, there were only two 
when he had just looked at it, but that he had found another 
on the ground about a foot away, which he had picked up and 
returned to the nest. We then walked up to the nest which 
my companion had inspected less than a quarter of an hour 
before; there was only one egg in it, which I at once saw was 
a Cuckoo's, but we found one of the Wagtail's eggs on the 
ground quite close to the nest. I t was that of a Pied, not a 
Yellow Wagtail. We searched all round amongst the straw
berry plants, but could not find any more of the Wagtail's 
eggs. If the Cuckoo did not carry any of them away on May 
20th it must have removed three from the nest and carried 
away two of thorn on the morning of May 21st before 9.30, 
and after the egg which had been left on the ground had been 
returned to the nest it must have come back, and after ejecting 
the two Wagtail's eggs still in the nest must have gone off with 
one of them, leaving the last one on the ground near the nest. 
Very likely it would have removed this egg too, if I had not 
intervened. 

Last year on May 23rd, 1911, I found a Cuckoo's egg in 
a Greenfinch's nest in my garden. On this occasion none 
of the foster-parent's eggs had been removed, as I found 
the Greenfinch sitting hard on her own five eggs and the 
Cuckoo's. F. C. SELOTTS. 

WRENS AS POSTER-PARENTS OF THE CUCKOO. 
ALTHOUGH I have found a large number of eggs and young of 
the Cuckoo (Cuculusc. canorus) this summer (1912) they have 
all been in the nests of well-known foster-parents, except 
one which I found on July 1st. This has been reared by 
Wrens (Troglodytes t. troglodytes), and I watched both birds 
feeding it for nearly an hour. They fetched food, cater
pillars, very often, and always fed the Cuckoo from the side 
and not from the front. The contrast in the bulk was 
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amazing and ludicrous. They seemed in a much greater 
hurry to get food than even other foster-parents, and never 
stayed a moment after parting with the morsel. The Cuckoo 
was in splendid condition, but seemed very hungry, and kept 
up its food-ory nearly the whole time I watched. After 
" ringing " him I left him to them, and am hoping that there 
will be more in Wrens' nests in the same locality next year. 

On July 14th, 1912,1 was watching a pair of Hedge-Sparrows 
feeding a young Cuckoo, and noticed that a pair of Wrens 
had a nest with young quite near. I soon located the nest, 
and then noticed that one Wren seemed to be very quick in 
delivering the food. I t soon dawned on me that this Wren 
was helping to feed the young Cuckoo, and that only one 
Wren was attending to its own young. I made the nest 
containing the Cuckoo more open to view, and retired to watch 
with my field-glasses. Soon I was joined by three boys 
(members of the Felsted School Scientific Society, and two of 
them keen bird-watchers), and between us we made certain 
that there were only two Wrens about. On July 16th I went 
to try and get a photograph of the Wren feeding the Cuckoo, 
but did not secure one good enough for reproduction. The 
Wren did not mind the camera much. The Hedge-Sparrows 
were much more timid, and seemed to be losing interest in 
the Cuckoo. On the following day I visited the spot again, 
but the Wren proved curiously timid, and I did not get a 
photograph at all. The Hedge-Sparrows never came near 
the nest, but I saw one in the next field. That evening the 
Cuckoo had left the nest and was perched near it. The 
Hedge-Sparrows did not come near it, although I watched 
from a distance. The Wren kept feeding it until after 
8.30 p.m. 

As a possible explanation of this behaviour, I may state 
that the Wrens fetched food out of a bean-field near by, and in 
their journeys to and from this field to their own nest they 
passed the nest containing the young Cuckoo ; it may .be 
supposed that the Wren once yielded to the Cuckoo's cry for 
food, and afterwards continued to feed him. Also the " food-
cry " of the nestling Wren appears to me more like that of the 
young Cuckoo than is the "food-cry " of any other nestling. 

J . H. OWEN. 

HONEY-BUZZARD IN Co. ANTRIM. 
AN adult male Honey-Buzzard (Pemis a. apivorns) was 
shot at Shane's Castle, co. Antrim, on July 13th, 1912. I 
had an opportunity of examining it whilst it was being 
skinned at Messrs. Sheals, the Belfast taxidermists ; it was in 
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very good condition, being fat and in splendid plumage. 
Its stomach contained, amongst other things, large quanti
ties of wasps and wasp-grubs, also some bees and a few 
caterpillars. W. C. WEIGHT. 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE FULMAR P1TREL. 
IN our last volume a number of interesting notes were pub
lished relating to the extraordinary extension of the breeding-
range of the Fulmar (Fulmarus g. glacialis) in recent years. 
Mr J. A. Harvie-Brown has just contributed a valuable paper 
on the subject (Scot. Nat., 1912, pp. 97-102 and 121-32 and 
map) in which he traces in detail the extension of its breeding-
range. Mr. Harvie-Brown draws attention to two important 
facts ; (1) the Fulmar established itself in the Fseroes as 
comparatively recently as about 1839; (2) the St. Kilda 
colony dates back at least two hundred and fifty years. 

The following is a list of the places and first dates at which 
nesting was observed, extracted from Mr. Harvie-Brown's 
paper:— 

SHETLANBS. 
1878 (or previous) Foula. 
1891 Horn of Papa off Papa Stour. 
1896 (or 1895) Calder's Geo, Eshaness (Mainland). 
1897 Hermaness (Unst). 
1897 Ramna Stacks (north Mainland). 
1898 Moup of Noss near Lerwick. 
1900 Fitful Head, south of Mainland. 
1901 Noup o' Norby, Sandness. 
1902 Uyea Cliffs and other points north-west Mainland, 
1906 Whalsey and Yell. 
1908 Bressay and possibly Hascosay. 

FAIR ISLE. 
1903 (or previous). 

ORKNEYS. 

1900 (or previous) Hov Head. 
1901 Westray. 
1907 Between Stromness and Bay of Skaill. 
1910 Markwick Head. 
1911 Deerness and Copinshay. 

MAINLAND. 

1897 Clomore Cliffs (Cape Wrath) (Sutherland). 
1900 Dunnet Head (north Caithness). 
1911 Berriedale Head (east Caithness). 
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HANDA (west coast Sutherland). 
1902 

HEBRIDES. 

St. Kiida original British colony. 
1886 North Rona. 
1887 Sulisgeir. 
1902 (probably earlier) Plannan Isles. 
1902 (probably earlier) Barra Head. 
1904 Eilean Mor. 
1910 Shiant Isles (no doubt nesting but nests not seen). 

IRELAND. 

1911 (possibly 1907) north Mayo coast. 
1911 (probably 1910) Ulster coast. 

EARLY NESTING OF DOTTEREL. 

WITH respect to Mr. Borrer's note in the last issue (p. 67), 
it may be worth mentioning that on June 14th, 1911, I picked 
up in Inverness-shire a young Dotterel (Ckaradrius mori-
ndlus) several days old. Allowing nineteen days for incu
bation, which is probably the minimum, egg-laying in this 
instance must have commenced not later than May 21st. 

S. E. BROCK. 

[Mr. J. Watson Kendal, writing in the Field, 1885, p. 708, 
(Vol. 66) stated that eggs might be found from May 23rd to 
July 5th, but mostly in June. The duration of the incubation 
period is not exactly known, but Heysham stated that it 
rarely lasted longer than 18-20 days. If we accept the lower 
of these estimates as the maximum, Mr. Kendal's statement 
agrees almost exactly with Mr. Brock's record.—F.C.R.J.] 

MOVING LAPWING'S EGGS. 

A LAPWING (Vanellus vanellus) made her nest, such as it was, 
on the top of a potato drill in a large field. When found it 
contained three eggs and the potato haulms were just showing. 
A farm hand, coming across the nest when scarifying, and not 
wishing to destroy the eggs, moved them three drills away— 
a matter of six feet six inches. I t may be of interest to note 
that this did not affect the bird, for she took kindly to the new 
position, eventually bringing off her brood, notwithstanding 
the temporary removal of the eggs on a later occasion during 
further cultivating operations. N. F. RICHARDSON. 
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RED-BREASTED SANDPIPER IN SUSSEX. 
A MALE Red-breasted Sandpiper (Macrorhamphus g. griseus) 
was obtained at Rye on May 2nd, 1912. In the new Hand-
List of British Birds mention is made on p. 179 of over thirty 
specimens obtained between August and October in various 
years in various counties, but this appears to be the first 
record for Sussex, and the first occurrence in spring. 

THOMAS PARKIN. 

LATE ARRIVAL OP COMMON TERNS AT 
BREEDING-SITES. 

THB Common Terns (Sterna Airundo) which usually arrive at 
their nesting-ground at Ravenglass, Cumberland, during the 
last week in April and first week in May, did not put in an 
appearance this year in any numbers, until the first week in 
June, and were not fully established there until the second 
week, when they immediately began laying. 

The same thing happened on Walney Island in north 
Lancashire, there being no apparent reason for their late arrival 
at either site. H. W. ROBINSOK. 

SANDWICH TERN AGAIN NESTING ON WALNEY, 
NORTH LANCASHIRE. 

IN the Hand-List of British Birds it is stated that the Sand
wich Tern (Sterna s. sandvicensis) did not nest on Walney 
Island, North Lancashire, in 1901. Whether this statement 
also infers that it still does not nest there or not, I do not 
know, but it certainly nested there last year and is also 
doing so this (1912), for on my visit to the island on June 26th 
I found a fair number, one colony numbering over thirty 
nests, none of the eggs having then hatched. 

At Ravenglass, Cumberland, a number had hatched off 
the week and fortnight previously, but both this year and 
last they have been very erratic, many not hatching off last 
year until well on in July. Previous to this they all hatched 
off in June. H. W. ROBINSON. 

[Mr. T. Hepburn could find none in June, 1901 
{ZooL, 1902, p. 377). No more recent information was 
available.—EDS.] 

COMMON GULL BREEDING ON THE PARNE ISLANDS. 
IN view of what was said in my Birds of Northumberland 
and the Eastern Borders (p. 627), it may interest some of the 
readers of BBITISH BIRDS to know that Mr. Paynter writes 
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me that a pair of Common Gulls (Larus canus) are again 
nesting on the Fame Islands this year (1912), and that he 
saw their nest containing three eggs on June 24th. 

GEORGE BOLAM. 

[We have already referred to the record of a pair breeding 
in 1910 (see Vol. V., p. 29). In his book Mr. Bolam doubts 
the correctness of Mr. Fortune's observations of twenty-five 
years ago (loc. cit.).—EDS,] 

SPOTTED CRAKE NESTING IN ROXBURGHSHIRE. 
At a small but strictly preserved loch in Roxburghshire 

(where, besides numerous Mallards and Teal, several pairs of 
Pochard and Shovelers breed), a duck of the last-named species 
flapped up with studied lameness from a patch of yellow iris 
only a few yards out in the soft bog. The drake—as u s u a l -
then rose close beyond. On walking out towards the spot, I 
saw that the young Shovelers were in process of hatching-
out, the date being May 17th, about a week later than their 
average. A few steps beyond, a small rail-like bird darted 
away like a rat among the low marsh-herbage. Within 
half a dozen yards it stopped twice to look back, and by its 
mottled neck and short bill, light-coloured, I saw it was not 
a Water-Rail, and came to the conclusion that it must be a 
Spotted Crake (Porzana porzana). While still watching it, 
barely a dozen yards away, I realized a movement almost 
beneath the binoculars, and at once saw several dark brown 
downy chicks creeping away through the moss. I t occurred 
to me to catch one-—they were still within a step or two— 
but the soft bog gave way, and before I recovered a footing, 
the chicks had disappeared. Later in the evening, while 
sitting by the loch-side, I heard the distinct double note that 
I have before associated with the Spotted Crake, both here, 
at Houxty in Northumberland, and also in Spain.* 

On the morning of May 19th I returned to the loch, but 
could neither see nor hear anything of the Crakes and the young 
Shovelers had then left their nest. The note of the Spotted 
Crake—wheet, wheet—is rather vibrant, distinctly audible 
at some little distance. Therefore, should the Crakes breed 
regularly at this loch, the fact can be verified next spring. 

I t may be worth adding that in some young fir-plantations 
around this loch, I found two nests of Reed-Buntings (Emberiza 
s. schoeniclus) in the tops of young spruces, quite four feet 
above the ground. ABEL CHAPMAN. 

* of. Bird-life of the Borders, 2nd ed., pp. 137-8 ; also Ibis, 1894, 
p. 342. 
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RECOVEBY OF MARKED BIRDS. 

The following have kindly sent in subscriptions towards the expenses 
of the Marking Scheme since the last acknowledgment was made :•— 
Messrs. R. O. Blyth, A. W. Boyd, N. Chaplin, T. A. Coward, Miss 
M. and Mr. D. G. Garnett , Sir Richard Graham, Messrs. J . F . Greenwood, 
J. M. Goodall, T. C. Hobbs, Miss S. M. Heysham, Miss A. C. Jackson, 
Captain W. Mackenzie, Messrs. R. E. Knowles, A. Mayall, Dr. H. J . 
Moon, North London Natural History Society, Messrs. F . W. Oliver, 
E. F. and J. K. Stanford, R. J . Ussher, and E. A. Wallis. 

I may mention tha t subscriptions are especially welcome just now 
as the inquiry has grown to sueh large dimensions tha t it is impossible 
to proceed further without making a complete card-catalogue of all 
the rings used, and this will be a large additional expense.—H.F.W. 

STARLINGS (Sturnus v. vulgaris). •— B.B., No. 4973, marked by Mr. 
A. H, M. Cox a t Plymouth, Devonshire, on May 24th, 1911, as 
a nestling. Recovered a t Peverell, Plymouth, about March 25th, 
1912. Reported by Mr. A. Glanfield. 

B.B., No. 7109, marked by Dr. N . F . Ticehurst a t Huntbourne, 
Tenterden, Kent, on May 20th, 1911, while incubating in nesting-
box No. 57. Recovered on April 21st, 1912, while incubating in 
the same nesting-box, and again while incubating her second lot 
of eggs in the same box. Ring replaced and bird released. 
B.B., No. 19224, marked as No. 7109 on May 29th, 1912, as a 
nestling. Recovered a t Woodehurch, Kent , on June 24th, 1912. 
Reported by Mr. M. E. King. 

B.B., 19599, marked as No. 7109 on June 16th, 1912, as a nestling. 
Recovered a t Appledore, Kent , on June 30th, 1912. Reported 
by Mr. H. Baker. 

B.B., No. 13317, marked as No. 7109 on May 24th, 1911, as a 
nestling. Recovered as an adult male a t same place on June 22nd, 
1912. Ring replaced and bird released. 

B.B., No. 14512, marked as No. 7109 on April 21st, 1912, as an 
adult female incubating in box H. Recovered a t same place 
on June 6th, while incubating second clutch in box J . Ring 
replaced and bird released. 

Ticehurst, Tenterden, No. 359, marked by Dr. C. B. Ticehurst a t 
Huntbourne, Tenterden, Kent , on May 25th, 1910, as an adult 
female on nest. Recovered while incubating a t the same place 
on May 31st, 1912. Ring replaced and bird released. 
Ticehurst, Tenterden, No. 436, marked as No. 359 on May 17th, 
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1910, as a nestling. Recovered as an adult female incubating 
a t the same place on May 30th, 1912. 

Ticehurst, Tenterden, No. 11, marked as No. 359 on May 21st, 
1908, as a nestling. Found dead at same place during last week 
in June, 1912. 

B.B , No. C468, marked by Mr. J . Bartholomew at Torrance, near 
Glasgow, Stirlingshire, on May 29th, 1911, as a nestling. Re
covered a t the same place on April 24th, 1912. 
B.B., No. 15489, marked by Mr. R. O. Blyth a t Skelmorlie, Ayr
shire, on January 27th, 1912, as an adult. Recovered a t the same 
place on May 3rd, 1912. 

B.B., No. 15058, marked by Mr. A. Bankes at Salisbury, Wiltshire, 
on December 22nd, 1911, as an adult. Recovered a t the same 
place on May 3rd, 1912. 

B.B., No. 6935, marked as No. 15058 on May 6th, 1911. Recap
tured a t same place on May 9th, 1912. Re-marked with ring 
17404. 

B.B., No. 15051, marked as No. 15058 on October 26th, 1911. 
Recaptured a t same place on May 6th, 1912. R e m a r k e d with 
ring 17407. 

B.B., No. 2994, marked as No. 15058 on May 4th, 1911. Re
captured at same place on May 10th, 1912. Re-marked with ring 
17413. 

B.B., No. 15059, marked as No. 15058 on January 3rd, 1912. 
Recaptured a t same place on May 10th, 1912. Re-marked with 
ring 17419. 

B.B., No. 6923, marked as No. 15058 on May 15th, 1911, as an 
adult. Recaptured a t the same place on July 10th, 1912. Ring 
replaced and bird released. 

B.B., No. 5412, marked by Messrs. Robinson and Smalley a t 
Silverdale, near Carnforth, Lancashire, on May 24th, 1910, as a 
nestling. Recovered one mile from the place where ringed on 
May 6th, 1912. Reported by Mr. J . Hindle. 

CHAFFINCH (Fringilla c. coslebs).—B.B., No. F724, marked by Mr. 
M. Portal a t Sandhoe, Hexham, Northumberland, on Ju ly 20th, 

1911. Recaptured a t the same place on April 17th, 1912. Re
marked with ring H709. 

YELLOW BUNTING (Emberiza c. citrinella).—B.B., No. D290, marked 
by Mr. A. G. Leigh a t Hampton-in-Arden, Warwickshire, on 
June 26th, 1911, as an adult. Recovered one mile from the place 
where ringed on March 15th, 1912. 
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NUTHATCH (Sitta e. brkannica).—B.B., No. A380, marked by Mr. 
A. Bankes a t Salisbury, Wiltshire, on May 12th, 1911, as an adult 

Recaptured a t same place on May 9th, 1912. Re-marked with 
same ring and released. 

GREAT T I T (Parus m. newtoni).-—B.B., No. F625, marked by Mr. J . 
Bartholomew a t Torrance, near Glasgow, on August 4th, 1911, 
as an adult. Recovered a t the same place on April 30th, 1912. 

WILLOW-WABBLER (Phylloscopus t. trochilus).—B.B., No. F21, marked 
by Mr. J . D. Patterson a t Goathland, Yorkshire, on June 26th, 
1911, as a nestling. Recovered sitting on six eggs on June 18th, 
1912, about two miles from place where ringed. Re-marked with 
ring J844 and released. 

SONG-THRUSH (Turdus p. olarkei).—B.B., No. 10828, marked by Mr. 
J. Bartholomew at Kinnelhead, Dumfriesshire, on April 29th, 
1911, as a nestling. Recovered a t Clonakilty, co. Cork, on 
January 29th, 1912. Reported by Mr. D. McCarthy. 
B.B., No. 13721, marked by Mr. A. Mayall a t Bromsgrove, Wor
cestershire, on Ju ly 10th, 1911, as a nestling. Recovered a t the 
same place on June 16th, 1912. Reported by Mr. Pillon. 

BLACKBIRD (Turdus m. merula).— B.B., No. 14589, marked by Mr. 
T.C. Hobbs a t Rock, near Alnwick, Northumberland, on August 1st, 
1911, as a fledgeling. Recovered a t Gosforth, near Newcastle-on-
Tyne, Northumberland, on Ju ly 14th, 1912. Reported by Mr. 
J. S. T. Walton. 

REDBREAST (Dandalus r. melophilus).—B.B., No. 5201, marked by Mr. 
R. 0 . Blyth a t Skelmorlie, Ayrshire, on May 24th, 1911, as a 
nestling. Recovered a t the same place late in March or early 
in April, 1912. 

SwAiiOW {Chelidon r. rustiea),—B.B., No. F246, marked by Mr. H. W. 
Robinson a t Stodday, Lancaster, on August 2nd, 1911, as a 
nestling. Recovered in Lancaster, on June 3rd, 1912, about one 
mile from the place where ringed. 

B.B., No. C901, marked by Mr. C. T. Cobbold a t Nursling, near 
Southampton, on August 2nd, 1911, as a nestling. Becovered 
at Mill Hill, London, N.W., in June , 1912. Reported by 
H. L. F . Guernanprey. 

SPABBOW-HAWKB (Accipiter n. nisus).— B.B., No. 10307, marked by 
Mr. E. A. Wallis a t Rubery, Worcestershire, on Ju ly 3rd, 1911, as 
a nestling (one of six). Recovered a t Belbroughton, 'Worcester
shire, on May 17th, 1912. Reported by Mr. J . Willmot. 
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B.B., No. 10305, marked as No. 10307. Recovered a t Clent, 
Worcestershire, a t the end of May, 1912. Reported by Mr. 
F. W. Riden. The recovery of two other birds of this brood was 
reported in Vol. V., p. 186. 

COMMON H E R O N (Ardea cinerea).— B.B., No. 50055, marked by Mr. 
J . R. B. Masefield near Cheadle, Staffordshire, on May 11th, 1912, 
as a nestling. Recovered a t Thrupp Pool, near Daventry, North
amptonshire, on July 7th, 1912. Reported by Mr. G. Bannard. 

T E A L (Anas c. crecca).—B.B., No. 8651, marked by the Hon. G. Legge 
in the autumn, 1910, a t Patshull, Wolverhampton, Staffordshire, 
as an adult. Recovered on the river Li, Dalarne, Sweden, on 
Ju ly 29th, 1911. Reported by Dr. Einar Lonnberg. 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER (Mergus serrator).— B.B., No. 521, marked 
by Major H. Trevelyan on Rough Island, Lough Erne, co. Fer
managh, on June 12th, 1909, as an adult female Recovered on 
the river Erne a t Belleek, co. Fermanagh, on June 13th, 1912. 
Reported by Mr. B. Glynn. 

REDSHANK (Tringa totanus).— B.B., No. 18154, marked by Miss 
S. M. Heysham at Rockcliffe Marsh, Cumberland, on May 18th, 
1912, as a nestling. Recovered a t Dornock, by Annan, Dumfries
shire, on July 17th, 1912. Reported by Mr. J . Vernon. 

BLACK-HEADED GULLS (Larus ridibundus).— B.B., No. 3336, marked 
by Dr. C. B. Ticehurst a t Llyn Mynyddlod, near Bala, Merioneth, 
on June 12th, 1909, as a nestling. Recovered a t local gullery a t 
Hebden Bridge, Yorkshire, June 1st, 1912. Reported by Mr. 
T. F . Greenwood. 
B.B., No. 3434, marked by Messrs. Robinson and Smalley a t 
Gull Moss, Winmarleigh, north Lancashire, on June 14th, 1909, as a 
nestling. Recovered a t Bolton-le-Sands, near Carnforth, Lanca
shire, on J anua ry 5th, 1912. Reported by Mr. J . Lawrence. 
B.B., No. 30321, marked by Messrs. Robinson and Smalley a t 
Ravenglass, Cumberland, on June 11th, 1910, as a nestling. Picked 
up dead on same breeding-place as where ringed on June 5th, 
1912. 

B.B., No. 27373, marked as 30321 by Mr. H. W. Robinson on 
June 13th, 1912. Recovered at Weymouth, Dorsetshire, on 
Ju ly 5th, 1912. Reported by Mrs. A. E. Bennett. 
B.B., No. 27317, marked as No. 27373. Recovered a t Beamish, 
Northumberland, on Ju ly 8th, 1912. Reported by Mr. W. 
Livingstone. 
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B.B., No. 29147, marked as No. 27373 on June 19th, 1912. 
Recovered a t Heysham, Moreoambe Bay, Lancashire, on Ju ly 
12th, 1912. Reported by Mr. S. Cowan. 

B.B., No. 28920, marked as No. 29147. Beeovered a t Workington, 
Cumberland, on Ju ly 20th, 1912. Eeported by Mr. H. OldBeld. 
B.B., No. 28883, marked by Mr. F . W. Smalley a t Ravenglass, 
Cumberland, on J ime 17th, 1912. Recovered a t Leeee, near 
Ulverston, Lancashire, on Ju ly 4th, 1912. Reported by Mr. 
J. Brockbank. 

B.B., No. 22983, marked by Mr. J . S. T. Walton, a t Denton Fell, 
Cumberland, on June 11th, 1911, as a nestling. Recovered a t 
Dornock, by Annan, Dumfriesshire, about the first week in July , 
1912. Reported by Mr. J . T. M'Glasson. 

LESSER REDPOLL NESTING IN WILTSHIRE.—Mr. B. Young 
records in the Field (15. VI.12, p. 1219) that a pair of Carduelis 
I. cabaret have nested at Stratford-sub-Castle, Salisbury, this 
year. Mr. Young states that he has had excellent views of 
the birds, enabling him to identify them satisfactorily. 

GEEY WAGTAIL NESTING IN WEST SUSSEX.—Mr. H. M. 
Langdale records (Zool., 1912, p. 228) that he found a nest 
of Motacilla b. boarula on April 30th, 1912, with three eggs, 
near Midhurst. I t will be remembered that Colonel Feilden 
reported a nest from East Sussex in our June issue (p. 17). 

NORTHERN WILLOW-WARBLER IN SOLWAY.—Miss A. C-
Jaekson, a most up-to-date ornithologist, records (Scot. Nat.> 
1912, p. 163) that a Willow-Warbler taken at the Mull of 
Galloway Light on the night of May 16th-17th, 1911, has been 
identified by Dr. C. B. Ticehurst as a specimen of Phyttoscopus 
t. eversmanni, which has not previously been detected on the 
western side of Great Britain. 

CONTINENTAL SONG-THRUSH IN SOLWAY AND MORAY.—Miss 
A. C. Jackson records (Scot. Nat., 1912, p. 163) the occurrence 
of two Turdus ph. philomelus at the Mull of Galloway Light
house on the night of March 30th-31st, 1911, and one on the 
same date at the Tarbatness Light. We have no previous 
record of actual specimens from the west coast of Great Britain, 
and up to the present no identified examples have been 
recorded from Ireland, although the bird undoubtedly visits 
that country. 

GREENLAND FALCON IN OUTER HEBRIDES.—An adult male 
Falco r. candicans was taken on April 2nd, 1912, at Barra 
(W. L. Macgillivray, Scot. Nat., 1912, p. 164), 
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INCREASE OF GREY LAG-GOOSE ON THE SOLWAY.—An 
increase in the numbers of Anser anser on both shores of 
the Solway has been reported during the last few years, and 
this seems to have been confirmed for 1911 so far as the 
English side is concerned in the reports received by Messrs. 
Hope and Thorpe (Zool., 1912, p. 182). They were seen 
throughout January, and a gaggle of forty appeared so late 
as April 14th, while " Grey " Geese on July 4th and 25th 
may have been of this species; on November 21st a flock 
of one hundred and fifty is reported. 

FLIGHT OF THE COMMON SNIPE,—Mr. V. J. Stubbs records 
(Zool., 1912. p. 196) that while watching a Snipe (Gattinago g. 
gallinago) flying about, he very distinctly saw it on some six 
different occasions twist completely over and proceed for 
some yards with outstretched wings belly uppermost. This 
it did not only when descending in the " switchback " drum
ming movement, but also when flying straight along near the 
ground. Mr. Stubbs particularly noted that in its descent 
in the drumming attitude, but back downwards, no sound was 
produced and this one would expect, as the pressure of the 
air would in this case be on the upper side of the web of the 
tail-feathers. The observation is confirmed in a subsequent 
number of our contemporary by Messrs. H. Eliot Howard and 
J. S. Huxley. 

COMMON SNIPE NESTING IN BEDFORDSHIRE.—On May 2nd, 
1912, Mr. J . Steele Elliott found two nests of Gallinago g. 
gallinago in some marshy meadow-land in Bedfordshire in 
which county, he states, no satisfactory instance of the bird 
having nested has previously been recorded (Zool., 1912, 
p. 197). 

BLACK TERN IN WIGTOWNSHIRE.—Mr. J . C. Gordon records 
(Scot. Nat., 1912, p. 165) that he saw a single Hydrochelidon 
n. nigra in company with one or two Common Terns on 
June 2nd, 1912, on Soulseat Loch (Inch). The bird is a rare 
vagrant in west Scotland. 

EARLY ARRIVAL OF SUMMER-BIRDS IN " C L Y D E . " — I n his 
annual report on the arrival of migrants (Glasgow Nat., 
Vol. IV,, pp. 66-70) Mr. J, Paterson states that a result of 
the continuously fine weather in the spring of 1912 was that 
the summer-birds appeared undoubtedly earlier than usual. 
Mr. Paterson remarks that it is necessary to go back to the 
exceptional spring of 1893 to find a parallel to the " pre
cocious appearance of several species." 
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