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RED-BACKED SHRIKE IN WIGTOWNSHIRE. 

ON August 14th, 1912, on the edge of a moor near Leswalt, 
seven miles from Portpatrick in Wigtownshire, I saw an adult 
male Red-backed Shrike (Lanius c. collurio). When I first 
saw the bird, it was within twenty yards of me in a black
thorn bush, the grey of the head, with a black stripe across 
the eye and the chestnut-brown of the back, showed up most 
distinctly. The bird was fairly tame, and finally flew across 
to some other thorn trees. I watched it for some minutes 
but failed to see a hen bird. M. PORTAL. 

BRITISH REDBREAST IN ITALY. 

IT may be worth recording that on January 24th, 1910, I 
obtained from Castiglion del Lago (Central Italy) a Redbreast 
which in every character, colour and measurements was 
indistinguishable from the British form ; but before labelling it 
Dandalus rubecula melophilus I submitted it to Dr. E. Hartert 
to whom I am indebted for confirming my identification. He 
wrote me that in the Museum of Tring there was a similar 
specimen from Rome, October, 1899. As far as I am aware 
these are the only authentic specimens recorded from Italy 
till now, but it is not improbable that other unidentified 
specimens have occurred. I have examined the specimen 
in the Florence Museum that Prof. E. H. Giglioli supposed 
was a British Redbreast (cf. Avifauna Italica, p. 159, 1907), 
but this is undoubtedly a typical D. rubecula rubecula. In 
my collection I have Italian specimens much darker than that 
mentioned by Prof. Giglioli. CECILIA PICCHI. 

CONTINENTAL HEDGE-SPARROW IN YORKSHIRE. 
ON October 9th, 1911, I shot a Hedge-Sparrow at Spurn, 
and as I did not feel satisfied about it, I submitted it to Mr. 
Witherby, who showed it to Dr. Hartert. Mr. Witherby 
considers that it is the Continental form, Prunella m. modularis. 
He says : " The wing formula is right, the seventh primary 
being 5 mm. shorter than the second, which equals the 
sixth. The bill is less wide at the base than in occidentalis." 
Dr. Hartert confirms his identification. During my stay at 

i 
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Spurn there were many Hedge-Sparrows about the lanes and 
hedgerows, but It was only on the 9th that I saw any number 
on the ridge. T. A. COWARD . 

EARLY LAYING OF CUCKOO. 
REFERRING to the note by Mr. Selous in the last number of 
BRITISH BIRDS (p. 90) re " Early Laying of Cuckoo," I can 
quite confirm his remarks as to the scarcity of records for 
Great Britain for April. In my series of 307 British-taken 
eggs of Cuckoos (extending over a period of forty-eight 
years), I have only one taken in April, viz. Sussex, April 
30th, 1905, in a nest of a Hedge-Sparrow ; and in a series of 
370 eggs from the Continent I have only three, viz. South 
Dalmatia, April 23rd, 1885, in a nest of an Eastern Orphean 
Warbler; Malaga, April 29th, 1894, in a nest of an Orphean 
Warbler; and Seville, Spain, April 16th, 1898, in a nest of 
a Dartford Warbler. 

Regarding the deep, rich red-brown type of egg, they are 
not so uncommon as Mr. Selous imagines. I have ten of 
these, viz. two with Spotted Flycatcher, one with Reed-
Warbler, one with Wood-Warbler, one with Meadow-Pipit, 
four with Tree-Pipit, and one with Robin—all fine-coloured 
eggs, but getting a trifle duller each year. 

HERBERT MASSEY. 

LONG-EARED OWL ENTERING A BUILDING. 
ON July 19th, 1912, a Long-eared Owl (Asio o. otus) entered 
the school building at Felstead (Essex), and created some 
disturbance by flying up and down one of the dormitory 
corridors about 9.15 p.m. I t was captured by Mr. J. E. 
Montgomery after some trouble, and was very savage. This 
is the fourth example I have seen near the school, and for 
such a purely woodland species to enter a building seems to 
me sufficiently extraordinary to be worthy of record. 

J. H. OWEN. 

SQUACCO HERON IN NORFOLK. 
I LEARN on good authority that an adult male Squacco 
Heron (Ardeola r, rattcddes) was taken near Horning, Norfolk, 
on July 5th, 1912. H. W. ROBINSON. 

NIGHT-HERON IN SHROPSHIRE. 
I LATELY examined an adult example of the Night-Heron 
{Nycticorax n. nycticorax) which had been obtained early in 
May, 1912, on the Severn, near Shrewsbury. The species is 
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very rare in the western midlands ; the only previous occur 
rence in Shropshire being an immature bird shot at Wroxeter 
about 1836. H. E. FORREST. 

LITTLE BITTERN IN SOMERSET. 

A FEMALE Little Bittern (Ixobrychus minutus) was captured 
by a dog in one of the water-courses of the North Marsh 
between Puxton and Banwell, in north Somersetshire, 
on May 20th, 1912. I t was identified by the Rev. C. R. 
Blathwayt, who has had it preserved, and it is now on 
view in "the Exeter Museum. P. H. L. WHISH. 

BRENT GOOSE IN ANGLESEY. 

I RECENTLY examined a female Brent Goose (Branta bemicla) 
which had been obtained at Valley, Anglesey, on August 3rd, 
1912. The species is not uncommon on the west coast of 
north Wales as a winter visitor, but its occurrence in summer 
is very remarkable. H. E. FORREST. 

SCAUP IN CHESHIRE IN SUMMER. 

ON July 19th, 1912,1 watched an adult drake Scaup, Nyroca 
m. marila, which was swimming with a drake Tufted Duck on 
• Oakmere, Delamere. Its large size, compared with the Tufted 
drake, as well as its grey back and absence of crest, at once 
attracted my attention. I did not see anything of it when 
I visited the mere three days before. On the 21st Messrs. 
A. W. Boyd and Urquhart saw a drake Scaup in Marbury 
Mere, near Northwich; possibly it was the same bird, for 
the two meres are only a little over seven miles apart. Ten 
days later, on the 31st, Mr. Boyd and I saw one on 
Rostherne Mere, 

The Scaup is a fairly regular visitor to the Cheshire estuaries 
in spring and autumn, but the only birds which we have 
observed at rare intervals on the inland waters have been 
seen during winter. T. A. COWARD. 

SOOTY SHEARWATER IN ORKNEY. 

ON October 18th, 1911,1 received, in the flesh, an adult female 
Sooty Shearwater, killed by Dan Sutherland off the Island of 
Graemsay, Orkney. This makes the second record of Ptiffinm 
griseus in Orkney waters (cf. Hand-List of British Birds, 
pp. 152-3). The bird was exceedingly fat. P. W. SMALLEY. 
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NUMBER OF FULMARS ON HANDA. 

ON June 10th, 1912, I visited the island of Handa, and of 
course saw the usual birds which habitually breed there 
in great numbers. I also saw a good number of Fulmars 
(Fulmarus g. glacialis) mostly at the northern end of the island. 
One local boatman who visits the island regularly, told me 
that there were about sixty pairs breeding there this year, 
others, including the Scourie keeper, put the number of 
nesting couples as between forty and fifty. 

Personally I did not see so many as I was unable to reach 
a good point of observation. But everyone, from whom I 
could gather information, agreed that there now exists a 
large and flourishing colony.on the island. 

The last occasion on which I was on Handa (previous to 
this year) was at the end of August, 1900. Then I saw 
nothing of the Fulmars. But this year an old cragsman, 
who had acted as a ghillie for me in 1900, remarked that on 
my previous visit there were only one or two couples on the 
island. As, however, I do not suppose that the old man 
reckoned accurately the date of my previous visit, but only 
spoke in general terms, I have no reason to suppose that 
any record of the Fulmar on Handa, previous to the reliable 
one of 1902, is in any way trustworthy. A. MAYALL. 

[In the summary of Mr. Harvie-Brown's recent paper, 
it should have been noted, on p. 94, that Eilean Mor is one of 
the Flannan Isles.—EDS.] 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE BREEDING NEAR LONDON. 
ON June 26th, 1912, I discovered a Great Crested Grebe 
(Colymbus c. cristatus) sitting on a nest on the Metropolitan 
Water Board reservoir at Lordship Road, Stoke Newington, 
a few minutes' walk from Finsbury Park. I visited the nest 
nearly every day and finally the young birds made their 
appearance on July 9th. The nest was situated a few yards 
from the edge of the reservoir, about fifty yards from Lord
ship Road, in full view of the considerable number of people 
who frequent this road. 

I have on several occasions noticed anglers fishing close to 
the nest, and sometimes the float or bait would fall 
into the water a few feet from the nest, yet the bird stuck 
to its post. This seems a very remarkable instance of 
boldness in what is supposed to be a timid bird. 

I t is not improbable that the pair of birds in question came 
over from the Walthamstow Reservoirs, where a colony of 
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these birds has been under the observation of the Ornitho
logical Research Committee of the North London Natural 
History Society, of which I am a member, for some years. 

WILLIAM E.-GLEGG. 

UNUSUAL FLOCKS OF GREEN SANDPIPERS. 

My experience of the Green Sandpiper (Tringa ocrophus) 
is limited to the district of south Holderness, Yorkshire, 
where it occurs fairly regularly in spring, though in far larger 
numbers in autumn, being especially numerous from the 
last week of July to the middle of September. I t is most 
commonly seen singly, some times in small parties, five or 
six being mentioned (Birds of Torks.) as an unusually large 
number together. The following may therefore be of interest ; 
On August 6th. 1912, while driving along the bank of a 
" drain " which usually holds one or more Green Sandpipers 
at this season, I set up eight from a little mud island in the 
middle of the drain ; these flew on about 100 yards and 
apparently joined others, as there appeai*ed to be quite 
twenty when the whole party rose again and disappeared 
round a bend, a few of them flying right away. As I had 
been too far off to count them, I made a slight circuit on 
foot, in order to come up to the drain close to them, by which 
means I was able to count thirteen go away. At the same 
place I had previously seen flocks of eight (August 25th, 
1907), and seven (August 29th, 1911). I paid another visit 
on August 12th when there were only three in company 
with a Greenshank. M. WINZAB COMPTOH, 

SNIPE'S AND YELLOW-WAGTAIL'S HASTY CHOICE 
OF NESTING-SITES. 

A SMALL meadow, under two acres, occupied by my keeper 
at Claughton-on-Brock, Lancashire, was mown in the course 
of the previous week, and the mown grass was spread on 
June 24th and 25th. Owing to the weather nothing further 
was done to the hay until the 29th, when the nest of a 
Snipe (Oallinago g. gallinago), with its full complement of 
four eggs, was found in a small depression on the top of 
the mown grass. 

To have got its four eggs laid by the 29th the Snipe must 
have started its proceedings on the evening of the 25th, 
almost immediately after the haymakers left the field, and 
quite regardless of the disturbance inseparable from mowing 
and hay-making in such a small area. 
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I have a record of another hasty and unusual choice of a 
nesting-site by a Yellow Wagtail (Motacilla f. raii). On 
July 8th, 1909, the hay in the meadow in front of my house 
was put into cocks and, owing to wet weather, the cocks 

YELLOW WAGTAIL'S NEST IN A HAY-COCK. 

(Photographed by Miss Fitzherbert-Brockholes.) 

were left untouched for some days. On the 15th a Yellow-
Wagtail's nest, containing three eggs, was found in the side 
of one of the cocks about eighteen inches from the ground. 
A fourth egg was laid on the 16th, and on the 17th the bird 
had begun to sit. As the first egg must have been laid by 
the 13th, the nest must have been completed by the 12th, 
which leaves a very short interval available for the Wagtail 
to have selected the site and made her nest. 

Yellow Wagtails are very plentiful here, but this is the 
only instance I have seen or heard of when the nest has not 
been actually on the ground itself. 

W. FITZHERBERT-BROCKHOLES. 

[F. B. Whitlock states that in Leicestershire the nest of the 
Yellow Wagtail is sometimes found on stumps in osier 
beds.—F.C.R.J.] 

WHITE-WINGED BLACK TERNS IN ESSEX. 

ON May 28th, 1912, as I have already briefly recorded in the 
Field (8.VI.1912, p. 1170), I saw four White-winged Black 
Terns (Hydrochelidon leucoptera) at Burnham-on-Crouch, 
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Essex. They were adult birds, and flew several times 
within a few yards of my boat, which was sailing most 
slowly as there was very little wind at the time. I thus 
had an excellent view of the birds. The points which 
particularly attracted my attention were the white tail 
and upper and under tail-coverts. The light grey on the 
wings, almost white at the shoulder, was also noticeable. 
The mantle and rest of the body appeared to me a deep 
black. HAEEY BECHER. 

COMMON TERN IN SHROPSHIRE. 

ON August 3rd, 1912, a Common Tern (Sterna kirundo) was 
found floating on the Severn at Shrewsbury. I t was an 
adult, dead, but quite fresh and in good plumage. I t was 
probably blown inland by the rough wind the preceding 
day. 

Another example was found dead at the Gatten, Pontesbury, 
a few days later. I t was floating on a pond and had evi
dently been dead some time. H. E. FORREST. 

EARLY DEPARTURE OP COMMON TERNS PROM 
NESTING-SITES. 

IN the last number of BRITISH BIRDS (p. 95) I pointed out 
how the Common Terns were a full month late in arriving 
on their breeding-grounds in Cumberland and north Lan
cashire, and now find that, notwithstanding their late arrival, 
they have all departed nearly a month earlier than usual. 
On July 18th we visited the Ravenglass colony to find quite 
half the eggs still unhatched, and only succeeded in ringing 
eighty-eight young ones, yet on revisiting the place on 
August 7th, less than three weeks afterwards, I was astonished 
to find the ground deserted, only four pairs of adults, two 
feathered young and an immature bird on the wing, being 
seen on the whole ground. Since then I have heard that 
they had practically all gone by August 1st. 

Thinking that there might be some local cause for their 
early departure, I visited Walney Island two days later, on 
August 9th, to find the same state of things there also, only 
that I failed to see a single Tern either old or young. The 
eggs had evidently hatched off, and the young taken flight 
during the interval of twenty days between my two visits, 
for no eggs remained either at Ravenglass or Walney, although 
an unusual number of feathered young were found dead at 
Ravenglass. As many of the eggs were quite fresh on 
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Ju ly 18th, it is impossible for these to have hatched off, so 
t ha t on the departure of the parents such must have been 
destroyed by Gulls, Jackdaws, and other feathered thieves, 
to account for none being seen a t either place. 

A few old and immature Terns were seen on the shore 
adjacent to the Ravenglass colonies, but I failed to see a 
single bird of this species on the shores of Walney Island. 

Last year, when they hatched off earlier than they have 
ever done before, there were numbers still on the ground on 
August 9th when I marked eighty-five, and in 1909 on 
August 10th, 13th and 17th, I marked seventy-four, forty-six 
and th i r ty respectively and also a few up to as late as 
August 26th. 

To whatever cause their late arrival was due, tha t of their 
early departure is undoubtedly the extremely cold and wet 
weather, and especially the bitterly cold nights with frost 
prevalent during par t of Ju ly . H . W. ROBINSON. 

SANDWICH T E R N S AT RAVENGLASS. 

M R . H. W. ROBINSON'S s ta tement (supra, p . 95) tha t previous 
to 1911 all Sandwich Terns ' eggs a t Ravenglass hatched off in 
June , is not correct. In both 1909 and 1910 I noted eggs 
which had yet to hatch, in Ju ly . Probably a few chicks 
emerge in this month every year. 

Mr. Robinson notes t ha t a number had hatched out the 
week and fortnight previous to J u n e 26th, 1912; young were 
to be seen more t han a month before tha t date . 

E R I C B . DITNLOP. 

REDSTART'S REMARKABLE NEST.—The May-June number 
of the Zeitschrift f&r Oologie und Ornithologie (p. 89) contains 
a note by Herr R. Schlegel, of Leipzig, on the discovery of a 
nest of Redstar t (Phcenicurus ph. pkomicurus) with the extra
ordinary number of twenty-five eggs. I t was found in Sep
tember, 1909, while the roof of a summer-house was being 
repaired, and Herr Schlegel was assured tha t i t had not been 
tampered with in any way. The largest clutches of which 
we have any note have consisted of nine and ten eggs, so t ha t 
apparently not less than three hens must have made use of 
this one nest. 

R E P O R T E D BREEDING OF THE LONG-TAILED DTTCK I N 
O R K N E Y . — W i t h reference to our note on this subject (Vol. V., 
p . 203), in reply to requests for further information Mr. 
O. V. Aplin states (Zool, 1912, p . 195) tha t " the duck was 
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flushed from her nest containing seven eggs by an observer 
who is well acquainted with this species." But Mr. Aplin 
does not say who the observer was, and this is all-important 
information in a record of this kind. In our judgment it 
has yet to be satisfactorily proved that Clangula hy emails has 
nested in the British Isles. 

" COURTSHIP " ACTIONS OP THE GOOSANDER.—Mr. S. E. 
Brock gives (Scot. Nat., 1912, p. 116) a brief description of 
the display of Mergiis m. merganser which commences in 
November and becomes more fully developed later. One 
of the actions is very much like that described and figured 
as action No. 2 by Mr. H. Wormald in Ms paper on the 
" display" of the Mallard (antea, Vol. IV., pp. 2-7). In 
another, the bird while swimming makes a spasmodic move
ment with the feet, throwing up a jet of water. Both these 
are performed by the duck as well as by the drake, but less 
frequently by the former. In a third action, only observed 
by Mr. Brock in the case of the drake, the head and neck 
are very suddenly stretched perpendicularly upwards to 
their fullest extent with the bill gaping and then with equal 
abruptness the bird assumes its normal position. This is 
performed while it is swimming rapidly in company with one 
or more females. Dr. Townsend's description in the Auk of 
the actions of the Red-breasted Maganser should be compared 
(see antea, Vol. V., p. 85). 

GREAT CBESTED GREBE NESTING IN " LAKELAND."—In the 
report for 1911 for Cumberland and Westmorland by Messrs. 
L. E. Hope and D. L. Thorpe, we find that Mr. E. B. Dunlop 
records (Zool., 1912, p. 183) the nesting of Colymbus c, cris-
tatns "on a certain quiet sheet of water" in "Lakeland," 
in 1911. Two pairs were seen and one of them was observed 
in company with two young. Mr. Dunlop remarks that he 
has " good reason to suppose that they bred in this locality 
in the two previous seasons." It is curious, considering the 
bird's well-marked extension in Scotland, that its presence 
as a breeding species in the Border counties had not been 
notified before. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT IN CUMBERLAND.—Mr. W. Nichol 
reports (Zool., 1912, p. 187) that he saw four Limosa limosa 
on August 15th, 1911, near Silloth, and three on August 22nd 
at the same place. With this record should be compared 
those from Skinburness later in the same month (antea, 
Vol. V., p. 320). 
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CORRECTION.—In the note by " F.CR.J," under " Early 
Nesting of Dotterel " (supra, p. 94), in the first line for " Mr. 
J. Watson Kendal" read " Mr. J. Watson, of Kendal," and 
in the sixth line for " Mr. Kendal's statement" read " Mr. 
Watson's statement." 
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