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HYBRIDS BETWEEN BLACK-GAME AND 
PHEASANT. 

BY 

T H E E E V . F . C. B . JOTTRDAIN, M.A. 

I N the Zoologist for 1908, pp, 321-330,1 gave a list of the 
known specimens of this cross which had occurred in 
the British Isles. The total number of instances then 
amounted to fifty, of which forty-one were recorded 
from England, one from Wales, and seven from Scotland, 
while one was of unknown origin. This list was sup
plemented by a further note in the Zoologist for 1906, 
pp. 433-4, in which five other occurrences were clearly 
established, two from Nottingham and three from 
Brecon. 

Since tha t time some further information on the 
subject has come to hand, and the number of recorded 
specimens of British origin has been raised to sixty. 
Particulars of those not included in my previous papers 
in the Zoologist will be found below. 

[A small figure is given in the Field for January 28th, 
1905, p . 151, of a supposed hybrid between Pheasant 
and Black-game shot by Sir Arthur Grant at Monymusk 
in Aberdeenshire, in November, 1895. This bird is really 
a hybrid between the cock Pheasant and hen Caper-
eaillie, and as such is figured in Sim's Vertebrate Fauna 
of Dee, pi. - , p . 163 (c/. also Ann. Scot. Nat. Hist., 
1896, p. 123 : and 1898, p . 19).] 

56. Mr. J . R. B. Masefiekl (in Hit.) informs me tha t 
there is a specimen of this cross in Mr. P . A. Monckton's 
collection at Stretton Hall, near Stafford. I t is said to 
be the produce of a cock Pheasant and Grey-hen. 

57. A hybrid, stated to be a cross between a cock 
Pheasant and Grey-hen, was shot a t Radian in Peebles
shire, in November, 1883. This was originally recorded 
by Mr. John Thomson, History of the Berwickshire 
Naturalists'1 Club, Vol. XL , p . 556. See G. Bolam, Birds 
of Northumberland and the Eastern Borders, p . 456, and 
A. H. Evans, A Fauna of the Tweed Area, p . 185. 
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58. A male of, this cross was shot in a planta
tion at Blidworth Nottinghamshire, in January, 1875 
(J. Whitaker, Notes on the Birds of Nottinghamshire, 
pp. 230-231). 

59. On January 10th, 1912, Dr. H. Hammond Smith 
exhibited at a meeting of the British Ornithologists' 
Club the skin of a bird supposed to be of this cross. I t 
was a young male and was shot on Halsanger Down near 
Barnstaple, Devon, in company with Black-game, by 
Mr. Murry George, in October, 1911. A full description 
of this bird is given in the Bulletin of the British Ornitho
logists' Club, Vol. XXIX., p. 59, and three photographs of 
it are reproduced in an article by " H.H.S. " in the Field 
for August 17th, 1912, Suppl., p. iv., vii. Mr. Ogilvie-
Grant thought it more probable that it was a cross between 
a cock Pheasant and a domestic fowl, and could see no 
reason for supposing that it was a hybrid between 
Pheasant and Black-game. I have not been able to 
handle this specimen, but after a careful study of the 
description and photographs, it appears to me to agree 
extraordinarily well with other undoubtedly genuine 
specimens of this cross, and I have no hesitation in 
recording it as such, in which view Dr. Hammond Smith, 
after comparing it with specimens of hybrid Pheasant 
and fowl at Tring Museum, quite coincides. 

60. Dr. Hammond Smith has ascertained that the 
specimen in the Tring Museum, referred to in my paper 
(Zool., 1906, p. 329) as of unknown origin, was obtained 
in Devonshire. 

The following revised table shows the origin of the 
recorded specimens :— 

ENGLAND. 
No. 
de0nitely COUNTY. N O T E . 
recorded. 

10 Shropshire (Nos. 5, 6, 26, 32, 33, Some evidence of other oo-
34, 35, 47, 48, 49) . . . . currences. 

7 Devonshire (Nos. 2, 12 ?, 15, 28, Possibly two other occur-
30?, 59, 60) . . . . rences. 

5 Derbyshire (Nos. 17, 20, 21, 22, 
23). 
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Nottinghamshire (Nos, 24, 25, 
51, 52, 58). 

Cornwall (Nos. 3, 4, 11, 19) . . 
Northumberland (Nos. 9, 10, 13, 

14). 
Hampshire (Nos. 1, 31, 40) 

Yorkshire (Nos. 44, 45). 
Staffordshire (Nos. 18, 56). 
Surrev (No. 16). 
Norfolk (No. 27). 
Dorset (No. 37). 

Warwickshire (No. 38). 
Suffolk (No. 46). 
[Worcestershire ?] 

WALES. 
Brecon (Nos. 53, 54, 55). 
Merioneth (No. 7). 
[Carmarthen ?] 

N O T E 

Possibly other occurrences. 

No. 1 may have been killed 
on the Sussex border. 

Probably other occurrences in 
the same season. 

Probably one occurrence. 

Said to have occurred: no 
details given. 

SCOTLAND. 

Wigtownshire (Nos. 8, 41, 42). 
Peeblesshire (No. 57). 
Lanark ? (No. 39). 
Ayrshire (No. 36). 
Mull (No. 43). 
Kirkcudbrightshire (No. 50). 

Origin unknown (No. 29). 

60 Total. 

A rough test which will serve to distinguish hybrids 
between Pheasant and domestic fowl from those between 
Pheasant and Black-game is the shape of the tail. In 
the former cross some of the tail-feathers are always 
considerably elongated, whereas in the latter the tail is 
shorter and rounded in shape, the middle feathers being 
only slightly longer than the rest. In three cases, at any 
rate (Nos. 37, 46, and 47 or 49), the male hybrid is 
described as having a lyrate tail, like the Black-cock, 
but it is never Pheasant-like in shape. The Pheasant 
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and domestic-fowl cross is illustrated in the article in the 
Field referred to above (August 17th, 1912, Suppl) , and 
another figure of the same hybrid will be found in 
Professor Heinrieh Poll's valuable paper on Hybridity in 
Birds (Uber Vogel-mischlinge) in the Verhandlungen des 
V. Intermit. Omithologen-Kongress in Berlin, pp. 399-468. 
See also the Field, January 28th, 1905, p . 151, where a 
Jungle-fowl and Pheasant hybrid is illustrated. I may 
add that Mr. G. Bolam gives a good figure of the specimen 
recorded as No. 9 in my list (Birds of Northumberland 
and the Eastern Borders, PI. XV.). 

I t is much to be desired that the information available 
with regard to the other game-bird hybrids in the 
British Isles could be tabulated and rendered available 
for study. With the exception of Mr. Eagle Clarke's 
paper on Capercaillie and Pheasant hybrids in the 
Annals of Scot. Nat. Hist, for 1898, p . 17-21, most of 
the information is scattered in various periodicals. The 
fullest account yet published is to be found in Mr. 
J, G. Millais's magnificent monograph on the British 
Game Birds, but this work is unfortunately beyond the 
means of most people. 


