
HOTES, 
THE WEATHER AND EARLY MIGRATION. 

THE abnormally cold and rough weather which we experienced 
during August will probably be found to have affected the 
movements of the autumn migrants all round the coast. On 
the north Norfolk levels large numbers of Black Terns 
(Hydrochelidon n. nigra) arrived during the first week in 
August and stayed several days, and one or two Spoonbills 
(Platalea I. leucorodia) were noticed at the same time. Un
usually large numbers of waders arrived during the month, 
parties of Golden Plover following each other on passage, 
and Curlews were seen by Mr. Pashley of Cley, in really 
immense flocks. 

Towards the end of August several Bluethroats (Luscinia 
svecica) turned up, an unusually early date for them. 

CLIFFORD BOEHBR. 

ADDITIONAL RECORDS FOR FAIR ISLE AND 
ST. KILDA. 

IK his Studies in Bird-migration, Mr. Eagle Clarke gives 
a good deal of hitherto unpublished information about the 
rarities observed in Fair Isle and St. Kilda, and a few new 
facts about those in the Flannans and Sule Skerry. 

The most important additions thus made to the details 
given in our Hand-List of British Birds are as follows :— 

22. GREENLAND REDPOLL (Garduelis I. rostrata).—Fair Isle: 
Extremely abundant in 1905, small numbers in October, 1911. 
St. Kilda : One, September 9th ; two, September 10th ; one, 
September 21st, and one September 29th, 1911. Flannans : 
Several, October and November, 1905. Sule Skerry: One, 
October, 1911. 

25. COTJES'S REDPOLL (G. h. exilipes).—Fair Isle: 
Three, autumn (October 26th, November 3rd and 5th), 1910 
(1900 in the Hand-List is a misprint). 

31. SCARLET GROSBEAK (Carpodacus e. erythrinus).—Fair 
Isle : One, September 4th and one, September 29th, 1908, 
and one seen " autumn," 1908. St. Kilda : Two, September 
8th, and one, September 19th, 1910. 

45. BLACK-HEADED BUNTING (Emberiza melanocephala).— 
Fair Isle : In addition to the one recorded in 1907 (which was 
a female) a young male was obtained on August 25th, 1910. 
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48. ORTOLAN BUNTING (E, hortidana).—St, Kilda : Several 
September, 1910, one September, 1911. 

52. LITTLE BUNTING (E. pttsiUa).—Fair Isle: Regular in 
autumn in small parties, as many as six having been seen in 
one day. Occurs from September 18th to November 11th. 
Three times spring, viz. April 14th 1907, May 12th, 1908, 
and two May 18th, 1909. St. Kilda ; Two seen September 
15th, 1911. 

55. LAPLAND BUNTING (Calcarius I. lapponicus),—St. 
Kilda: Several September, 1910, and in some numbers 
September, 1911. 

59. SHORT-TOED LABK (Oalanirella b. brachydactyla).— 
Fair Isle: One June 18th, 1908, and one November 28th, 
1910, making three occurrences. 

67. TBEE-PIPIT (Anthus t. trivialw).—St. Kilda : A good 
few in September and early October, 1910. 

89. BED-THROATED PIPIT (A. cervinus).—St. Kilda : One 
seen September 21st, 1910, and another October 8th, 1911. 

102. CONTINENTAL GOLDEN-CRESTED WREN (Begulus r. 
regulus).—Fair Isle: Regular on both passages but more 
plentiful in autumn. The dates given are : spring, earliest 
March 25th, average April 6th to early May ; autumn, earliest 
September 8th, average September 19th and throughout 
October, latest November 15th. 

120. SCANDINAVIAN CHIFFCHAFF (Phylloscopus c. abietinns). 
—Fair Isle: Regular on both passages. The dates are 
given as May 7th to June 1st, chiefly mid-May, and September 
26th to October 24th. St. Kilda : One October 11th, 1911. 

121. SIBERIAN GHIFFCHAFF (P. c. tristis).—Fair Isle : Has 
appeared regularly in the autumns of 1907 to 1911. The 
earliest on October 8th, the latest on November 6th. Once 
in spring, May 7th, 1909. 

123. NORTHERN WILLOW-WARBLER (P. t. eversmanni). 
—Fair Isle: This form is common and regular on both 
passages. Vast numbers appeared from May 12th-15th, 
1911, all with one exception being of this form. 

125. WOOD-WARBLER (P. s. sibilairix).—Fair Isle : Quite 
a number appeared on May 12th, 1910, and were present until 
May 18th. One occurred August 21st, 1911. 

131 SAVI'S WABBLER (Locustella I. luscinioides).—Fair 
Isle ; Two were seen when the one was obtained. The date 
is May 14th. 

136. REED-WARBLER (Acrocephalus s. streperus).—Fair 
Isle: Two were obtained in September, 1908. The one 
recorded for September 24th, 1906, is now believed to be a. 
Marsh- Warbler. 
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141. ICTERINE WARBLER (Hypolais icterina).—Fair Isle: 
Three occurred between June 3rd and 5th, 1911. The one 
already recorded for 1908 was found on June 1st. 

143. BARRED WARBLER {Sylvia n. nisoria).—Fair Isle: 
Twelve in all have occurred, the earliest on August 3rd, and 
the latest on September 16th. St. Kilda : One seen Septem
ber 1st, 1910. 

145. GARDEN-WARBLER (S. borin).—St. Kilda : Small 
numbers were present September 2nd to 21st, 1910. 

148. LESSER WHITETHROAT (S. C. curruca).—Fair Isle : 
With the Willow-Warbler the commonest Warbler visiting the 
island. Spring April 23rd-June 9th, autumn August 20th-
October 17th. St. Kilda : One September 13th, several 14th, 
one 15th, one 17th, 1910, one October 7th, 1911. 

150. SUB ALPINE WARBLER (S. C. cantillans).—Fair Isle : 
The bird was an adult male, and was obtained on May 6th. 

157. CONTINENTAL SONG-THRTISH (Turdus p. philomelus). 
—Fair Isle : Occurs both passages and some winter specimens 
have been examined. 

170. WESTERN BLACK-BARED WHEATBAR ((Enanihe h. 
Mspanica).—St. Kilda: A female obtained on September 
21st, 1911. 

184. CONTINENTAL REDBREAST (Dandalus r. rubecula).— 
Fair Isle : Common on both passages and some winter. In 
spring from second week of April to first week of May, and 
even as late as May 23rd, and once June 9th. In autumn 
from September 20th, to November 8th and even to 24th. 

187. CONTINENTAL HEDGE-SPARROW (Prunella m. modu-
laris).—Fair Isle: All Hedge-Sparrows examined are of this 
form. They occur regularly on both passages but are much 
commoner in spring. In spring the earliest date is March 
29th, usual first week of April, to mid-May, and latest 
May 29th. In autumn the earliest is September 25th, usual 
the last week of October and first week of November, and 
the latest November 16th. 

213. WRYNECK (Jynx t. torquilla).—St. Kilda: One 
September 6th, 1910. 

408. GREAT SNIPE (Gallinago media).—St.Kilda : One Sep
tember 6th, 1910, apparently first reeord for Outer Hebrides. 

ROSE-COLOURED STARLING IN SUSSEX. 
AFTER being seen in the locality for three weeks, a Rose 
coloured Starling (Pastor roseus) was obtained at Sewers 
Bridge, Pevensey, Sussex, on June 22nd, 1912. I examined 
it in the flesh on June 23rd, when it proved to be a male in 
adult plumage. H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 



VOL. VI.] NOTES. 153 

EASTERN LARGE-BILLED REED-BUNTING 
IN SUSSEX, 

A MALE Large-billed Reed-Bunting was shot at Rye, Sussex, 
on April 23rd, 1912. This bird was lighter on the back than 
the one which is now in my possession recorded by Mr. M. J. 
Nicoll on page 88, Vol. I I . of BEITISH BIRDS, and it also has 
a smaller bill. J. B. NICHOLS. 

[I have received, by the kindness of Mr. Nichols, both the 
above-mentioned Reed-Buntings. 

The specimen from Romney Marsh, May 26th, 1908 {cf. 
Brit. B., Vol. II. , p. 88) is certainly Emberiza palustris, but it 
must be said that the bill is an unusually large one. 

The specimen above recorded by Mr. Nichols as obtained 
at Rye on April 23rd, 1912, is a different bird, by reason of 
its light upper-parts and smaller bill, as noticed by Mr. Nichols. 
It agrees in every way with Emberiza schcenidus tschusii. 
I am however uncertain about the correct nomenclature of 
these forms. My note on p . 194. note 2, in Vog. pal. Fauna, 
Vol. I., shows the difficulties with which I was faced in 1904. 
I then did what was undoubtedly correct to some extent— 
namely, united into two groups or species the various forms 
separated as species by some, placed in two genera by others, 
and lumped all together by still other ornithologists. I t was 
however very difficult to say to \vhieh of the two species 
certain intermediate races belonged, and to decide about them. 
I was guided by the supposed distribution during the breeding-
season, but the question was, and is, whether the distribution 
is fully understood. Since 19041 have seen many more Reed-
Buntings, and it seems to me most unlikely that the forms 
now before us, i.e. palustris from Italy and tschusii from 
south Russia and the Dobrudscha, belong to different species. 
As the former appear to breed in the same areas as E, schce-
rmdus schcenidus, and the latter apparently together with 
E. pyrrhuloides pyrrhuloides, we cannot call them geographical 
representatives of either, and I therefore suggest now to admit 
three species :— 

1. Emberiza schcenidus (subspecies schmniclm, pallidior, 
canneti, pyrrhulinus, zarudnyi). 

2. Emberiza palustris (subspecies palustris, tschusii, 
othmari). 

3. Emberiza pyrrhuloides (subspecies pyrrhuloides, ce»-
tralasm, reiseri, korejewi, harterti). 

E. HABTEBT. 

file:///vhieh


154 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. vi. 

The scientific name of No. 54 in our Hand-List is thus 
altered to Emberiza palustris palustris Savi., and the new 
bird should be added thus :— 

54a. Emberiza palustris tschusii Reiser and Almasy— 

THE EASTERN LARGE-BILLED REED-BUNTING. 
EMBEEIZA scHfENici.rrs TSCHUSII Reiser and Almasy, Aquila, v , 
p. 122-25 (1898—Typical locali ty: Dunavat , Dobrudscha). 
Emberiza palustris Uchusii Reiser and Almasy, E. Har te r t and 
J, B. Nichols, Brit. B., vi , p . 153. 

DISTRIBUTION.—England,—One. Male, Rye (Sussex), April 
23rd, 1912 (ut supra). 
DISTRIBUTION. — Abroad. — Delta of the Danube and 
southern Russia to Lenkoran on the Caspian Sea. 

AUTHORS OF THE HAND-LIST. 

ATTEMPTED BREEDING OF THE OBEY WAGTAIL 
IN SURREY. 

T H E pair of Grey Wagtails (Motacilla b. boaritla) recorded by 
me last year (British Birds, Vol. V., p. 24) as having suc
cessfully brought off young, attempted to breed again this 
year, but unfortunately the water-wheel had to undergo 
repairs just as the nest was completed and ready for eggs. 
I failed to locate the new nesting-site, and the birds were 
not again seen anywhere near, but I hope they will return 
to the old quarters next year. P. F . BUSTARD. 

PROBABLE NESTING OF THE PIED FLYCATCHER 
IN MORAY. 

ON August 17th, 1912, when fishing in the Moriston River, 
Inverness,. I found a nest in a hole of an old birch-tree on 
the bank of the river, which appeared to be that of the Pied 
Flycatcher (Mmcicapa h. hypoleum). The hole was about 
three feet six inches from the ground, and about one foot 
deep. There was one egg in the nest, lying to one side. I 
replaced it in the middle of the nest. On revisiting the spot 
five days later the nest and egg were as I had left them. I 
took the nest and found on attempting to blow the egg that 
it had evidently been laid for some considerable time, pro
bably since the end of June or mid-July. The nest bore 
traces of having held a brood, and the egg had apparently 
been incubated but proved infertile. The nest was a 
typical Pied Flycatcher's, a rather slight structure of moss 
and numerous strips of the characteristic honeysuckle 
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bark. The only other species with which it could be 
confused is the Redstart, but Redstart's nests as I have 
invariably found them-—with the exception of one which was 
placed on the branch of a pear-tree trained against a w a l l -
are in a more or less horizontal hole, whereas this was a 
vertical hole and fairly deep too, as stated above. During 
my fortnight's stay in the neighbourhood, I saw nothing of 
either species, but the feather lining mixed with a few horse
hairs, which is characteristic of the Redstart, was entirely 
wanting in this case, and the appearance of the egg furnished 
confirmatory evidence. In Mr. Jourdain's work on The Eggs 
of European Birds, p. 246, it is stated that Hargitt obtained 
eggs of the Pied Flycatcher from Inverness in 1864, and it 
probably bred in the Moray area in 1890 and 1891, so that 
nesting-records from this district are evidently scarce. 

C. E. STRACEY CLITHEKOW. 
[Captain Stracey Clitherow has kindly submitted the nest 

to me, and after examination it certainly seems to have all 
the characteristics of that of the Pied Flycatcher. The 
appearance of an infertile egg and the nesting-site would 
not be enough in themselves to distinguish the Pied Fly
catcher with certainty from the Redstart, but taken in con
junction with the nest they render identification in this ease 
as certain as it is possible to be in the absence of the parent 
birds.—F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

WREN BREEDING IN OLD NEST. 
IN connexion with the note in a recent number of BRITISH 
BIRDS (p. 90) relating to a pair of Wrens (Troglodytes t. 
troglodytes) returning to breed in a deserted nest, the following 
may be of interest. During the spring of 1911 a pair of Wrens 
took possession of a Swallow's nest of the previous year and 
built a " cock's nest " inside it, entirely filling the space 
between the nest and the roof of the shed. I t was deserted, 
but the birds remained in the neighbourhood the whole of 
the following winter, and on May 27th, 1912, I found that 
they had lined the nest with feathers and the hen was incu
bating. The young were safely hatched (May 31st) but on 
June 8th I found them dead in the nest, one of the old birds 
lying crushed beneath. A. GEOFFREY' LEIGH. 

CUCKOO LAYING IN NESTS OF MARSH-WARBLER 
AND ROCK-PIPIT. 

ON June 11th, 1912, I found the nest of a Marsh-Warbler 
(Acrocephalus palustris) on a river-bank in west Gloucester
shire. The nest was placed among tansy, about one foot 
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from the ground and about eight feet from the water. I t 
contained three eggs (fresh) and one Cuckoo's egg of the 
light Sedge-Warbler type. ROBERT P. WILD. 

[Only five instances appear to have been definitely recorded 
hitherto in which the Marsh-Warbler has been adopted as 
the foster-parent of the Cuckoo. The localities are remarkably 
widely distributed, but probably in each case the normal 
foster-parent was the Reed-Warbler. The counties from 
which it has been recorded are Oxfordshire (W. Warde 
Fowler), Worcestershire (P. F. Bunyard), Buckingham
shire (G. W. Kerr and E. Pettitt), and Cambridgeshire 
(W. Farren).—F.C.R.J.]! 

THE Rook-Pipit (Anthus spinoletta obscurus) is one of the rarer 
foster-parents of the Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus), and only 
about five instances appear to be recorded in which the egg 
or young of the Cuckoo has been found in the nest of this 
species. In the Birds of Yorkshire, Vol. I., p. 135, it is stated 
that there is only one recorded instance in which the. Rock-
Pipit has acted as fosterer to the Cuckoo in Yorkshire, 
viz. near Scarborough in 1881. I t is interesting to note 
that a Rock-Pipit's nest found by Mr. J. Morley on May 18th, 
1912, near Scarborough, contained in addition to five eggs 
of the Pipit, a single Cuckoo's egg. The entrance to this 
nest was so narrow that the Cuckoo's egg must have been 
inserted by the bill, and probably this circumstance also 
prevented the removal of one of the fosterer's eggs. 

F. C. R. JOURDAIST. 

NIGHT HERON IN CHESHIRE. 
O N July 31st, 1912, I saw an adult Night-Heron {Nyeticorax 
«. nycticorax) at Marbury Mere, near Northwieh. The 
bird, when I first noticed it, was standing on a dead branch 
overhanging the water, on a small evergreen-covered island 
close to the edge of the mere, and its yellow legs and greyish-
white breast and under-parts showed up very conspicuously 
against the dark background formed by the evergreens. I 
distinctly saw the white forehead and eye-stripe, but as the 
bird was facing me I was unable to see any plumes, nor could 
I discern any when I afterwards saw the bird for a few seconds 
on the wing. When disturbed, it flew round a short distance, 
disappearing among some trees bordering the mere, and I 
had not time to search further for it. When on the wing, 
however, the black of the top of the head and the back, and 
the grey wings and tail, left no doubt as to the species. I 
did not hear the bird utter any note. J. MOORE. 
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ABNORMAL BREEDING-HABITS OF THE 
SHELD-DUCK. 

THE Sheld-Ducks (Tadorna tadorna) which frequent the shore 
of the Bristol Channel for some miles north and south of 
the mouth of the river Avon appear to have rather peculiar 
breeding-habits. They usually lay their eggs in hollow 
pollards in the adjoining marshes, often several miles inland. 
On most parts of the coast, however, the usual nesting-site is, 

EXPOSED NEST OF SHELD-DUCK. 

(Photographed by D. Munro Smith.) 

I believe, an old rabbit-burrow. The marshes consist of 
flat fields, intersected by brackish ditches. Most of the 
rabbit-burrows are in the sides of these ditches, hidden and 
roofed over by tall, double hedges, which may account for 
the choice of the more obvious pollards as nesting-sites. This 
June I found a Sheld-Duck's nest in rather an exceptional 
place. It was on the ground, quite exposed, in an osier-bed, 
and is shown in my photograph. Whether the old bird 
was merely feigning lameness or really experienced difficulty 
in rising amidst the surrounding undergrowth, I do not 
know, but I caught her easily, as she was shuffling off the 
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eggs. She soon returned and, 1 think, brought off her brood. 
I imagine the old birds carry their ducklings to the water, 

often a distance of several miles. It would be interesting 
to see them performing this feat. D. MUNRO SMITH. 

TUFTED DUCK AND TEAL BREEDING IN SURREY. 
WHILE watching some Great Crested Grebe on a large Surrey-
pond on April 29th, 1912, I was surprised to see a couple of 
Tufted Duck [Nyroca fuligula). On May 25th the drake 
was alone, swimming about close to the bank, and from its 
behaviour I felt certain that the duck must be sitting at 
no great distance. However, a diligent search for the nest 
resulted in failure. On June 8th I again visited the locality, 
and found both birds together in the middle of the pond, 
and by the aid of my glasses I could see that they were 
accompanied by nine young which looked about a week old. 
I believe this to be the first authenticated record of their 
breeding in the county. Mr. John A. Bucknill, in the Birds 
of Surrey, p. 239, states that " although the bird has nested 
in some of the adjacent counties, I am not aware of any record 
of its having done so in Surrey in a wild state." 

During my search for the nest of the Tufted Duck I flushed 
a Teal (Nettion crecca) from ten eggs, and on revisiting the 
spot on June 2nd, found that all with the exception of two 
had successfully hatched-out. The young left the nest on 
my approach. There was a plentiful supply of down and 
flank-feathers (a sample of which I took) both of which I 
found quite typical. Apparently there are few records of 
this bird breeding in the county, and as far as my experience 
goes it must be regarded as a rare occurrence. The nest was 
in long old heather, and was about one hundred and fifty 
yards from water. P. F. BOTYABD. 

MOVEMENTS OF COMMON SCOTERS OFF THE NORTH 
COAST OF WALES IN SUMMER. 

THE months of June and July and the first week in August, 
1912, were remarkable for the large numbers of non-breeding 
Common Scoters (Oidemia n. nigra) which summered off the 
north coast of Wales, and I think that since the occurrence 
appears to be so exceptional on at least that portion of the 
western seaboard during those three months, the following 
report may be of interest. 

The first party of Scoters came under my notice shortly 
after 4 p.m. on June 22nd ; and until 5.30 p.m. flock after 
flock, large and small, passed every few minutes westward 
along the north-easterly side of the Great Orme's Head, their 
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course lying towards the eastern coast of Anglesey. Between 
4.30 and 6 p.m. on the 29th similar flocks, the largest of which 
contained upwards of eighty birds, were again observed passing 
westward. On thirteen different afternoons and evenings in 
July, and on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 7th and 8th of August, the 
same diurnal movement was observed, but despite continual 
vigilance nothing was seen of it after the latter date, for the 
four birds which I saw on the wing in the Conway estuary on 
August 18th were quite five miles south of the route. The 
abnormally low barometric pressure which prevailed in the 
early part of August may have contributed to the cause of 
the disappearance from the north coast of those birds which 
thought well to summer off its shores. 

The ducks were never observed to alight on the sea off the 
promontory of Gogarth, but passed, as was generally the ease 
in the late afternoon and evening, westward, whilst as a rule 
they travelled eastward in the early morning. 

The movement appears to have been one from feeding-
grounds to some convenient locality off the Anglesey coast 
where the birds could assemble to spend the short summer 
nights; and it would be interesting to know whether they 
were observed during the day-time by other ornithologists 
in the neighbourhood of Liverpool Bay, where it is thought 
they obtained their food. * BICHABD W. JONES. 

SOOTY SHEARWATER OFF KENT. 
IN crossing the Channel from Calais on August 28th, 1912, 
I saw a Sooty Shearwater (Puffinus griseus) several miles 
out from Dover. I t was skimming over the water in typical 
Shearwater manner, thus showing the upper and under sur
face alternately, and it crossed in front of the boat near 
enough for me to see its colours quite satisfactorily. I t was 
flying down Channel. 

I may add that I also saw several Arctic Skuas (Sterw-
rarius parasiticus), all of them quite dark birds. I t was a 
very fortunate day for observation of such birds, as it was 
very fine and fairly smooth after weeks of stormy weather. 
It seems a pity that there is no one to make proper ornith
ological observations out at sea in the early autumn. 

H. G. ALEXANDER. 

STOCK-DOVE LAYING AGAIN WITH YOUNG 
STILL IN THE NEST. 

IT is well known that domestic pigeons will lay again before 
the young have left the nest, but it may be worth while putting 
on record that the Stock-Dove (Columba cenas) will do the 
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same. I found the nest of a Stock-Dove at Felsted, Essex, 
during the last week in June, 1912, and it then contained two 
eggs. On July 2nd I visited the nest again and found that 
one egg had been sucked and the shell pushed on one side. 
The other egg hatched on July 6th. On July 21st when I 
examined the nest again the young pigeon was fairly well 
fledged but unable to fly, and there were two more eggs in the 
nest. J. H. OWEN. 

UNPIGMENTED EGGS OF THE RINGED PLOVER. 
BLAKENBY POINT is a long shingle-spit on the north coast 
of Norfolk. Except for the occasional presence of two 
house-boats, the place is uninhabited, and for miles the 
ceaseless screaming of countless Terns, with the occasional 
plaintive whistle of a Ringed Plover is all that disturbs the 
peace of shingle and dune. Here, on the moss-grown saltings, 

NEST OF RINGED PLOVER WITH WHITE EGGS. 
(Photographed by W. Rowan.) 

behind the dunes, a pair of Ringed Plovers (Charadrius h. 
hiaticula) had continually been seen and heard, but no 
nest had been found till this day when my friend almost 
walked into a clutch of three white eggs in a little sandy 
cup. They were certainly Ringed Plover's, for no other 
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birds were there, and on the round end could be discerned 
a few light, bluish-grey spots ; and in shape and size they 
were plovers' eggs. It was late, but I took a photograph 
nevertheless, intending the next day to expose a Lumiere 
colour-plate. On my return, however, the eggs were gone. 
Unfortunately I had not shown the clutch to the watcher 
(for the birds on Blakeney Point are protected) that evening, 
and when I took him there the next morning, nothing 
remained but the little sandy cup that had previously con
tained them. Of course he thought I had lost the place, but 

ITOTIGMENTED EGGS OP RINGED PLOVER. 

(Photographed by W. Rowan.) 

though we examined every sandy hollow within thirty or 
forty feet, in this alone was the sand stuck together like a 
cake, showing that it contained something sticky that the 
others did not. That morning a few Jackdaws had been 
over from the mainland, and the watcher had no doubt 
that they were the thieves. Two days later we found two 
of the broken shells in the adjoining salt-marsh. Enough 
remained to show the shape, so I took a picture of them as 
thev were. The third was never found. They were the first 
unpigmented Ringed Plover's eggs which the watcher had 
ever seen, and he could suggest no reason for the abnormality. 
He seemed certain that the Jackdaws were the culprits, as 
neither rats nor stoats would have taken them into the marsh, 
which was then covered by high tides, although a bird might 
have dropped them there. 

This led to a discussion on abnormally-coloured eggs. 
He had a number of freak terns' eggs in his possession at 
the time, found during many years, chiefly in 1911, when 
unpigmented terns' eggs were common. 
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The story is an interesting one. In the fall of 1910, about 
the middle of October, a dead whale was washed ashore on 
this shingle-spit, where it remained for three or four months 
before being buried. By this time the smell was already 
offensive, and rats had assembled in numbers at the 
carcase. But the next high tides washed the whole thing 
out again, leaving it stranded till May, 1911. The place 
was now swarming with rats. Two days were spent in 
burning all that could be destroyed of the carcase by 
this means, the rest being chopped up into small pieces and 
re-buried. Attention was next turned to the extermination 
of the rats. 

By this time terns were already laying. Their eggs were 
good food for the rats, and almost every egg that was laid 
was eaten. The watcher was no idler, however, and soon 
countless poisoned hens' eggs were distributed all over the 
spit ; traps were set in large numbers, and guns were used 
unceasingly, but May, and then June slipped by, and still 
rats were preying on the terns' eggs. The effect was 
startling. All over the shingle unpigmented, coloured but 
unspotted, and misshapen eggs were found. The abnor
malities seem to be attributable mainly to exhaustion and 
also to the constant worry of the birds, for the excitement 
of a whole colony of terns, even at the approach of a single 
strange bird, is familiar to everyone. Apparently no old 
birds were attacked by the rats. 

This colony consists of Common and Lesser Terns only. 
No Arctic were noticed, this year at all events. 

W. ROWAN. 

ON REMOVING LAPWING'S EGGS. 

IN reference to Mr. N. F. Richardson's recent note on this 
subject (supra, p. 94) the following may prove of interest. 
On May 9th, 1912,1 took a clutch of perfectly fresh eggs of the 
Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) in a grass-field, and at almost 
the same moment a boy who was with me, found another 
clutch some eighty yards off in the same field. These he 
brought across to me but they proved to be hard set, so I 
decided to replace them at once. I t is none too easy to find 
a Lapwing's nest with eggs ; to find one without eggs is far 
harder, and all our efforts to locate the nest were unavailing. 
We therefore made a slight hollow as near as possible to 
where we thought they had been taken from, and laid the 
eggs therein. 



VOL. VI.] NOTES. 163 

I revisited the spot on the morning of May 10th. The 
eggs lay in the hollow I had made, but a scanty layer of dead 
grasses had been used to line it. The eggs must of necessity 
have been rolled out, the hollow lined, and then the eggs rolled 
back again. The following morning (May 11th) the lining 
had been very considerably added to. On May 14th one egg 
was chipping and by the morning of the 16th a few little bits 
of shell was all I could find. 

A farmer who has been many years on the estate (Elton 
Hall, Hunts., Col. D. G. Proby), and from whom I have 
gleaned many interesting notes concerning local birds, in
formed me that when harrowing, etc., nests are constantly 
disturbed. If seen in time the eggs are lifted while the harrow 
passes, and then replaced as near to where the nest was as 
possible ; and he assures me that the bird almost invariably 
returns to the eggs and makes a new nest to hold them. He was 
most careful to preserve the Lapwings on his land as they 
" fed on the beetles that come out of wireworms." 

LEWIS R. W. LOYD. 

GREAT SKUA IN CARNARVONSHIRE. 

WITH one exception, apparently much doubt is reflected upon 
the accuracy of the reports of the occurrences of the Great 
Skua (Stercorarius s. skua) in North Wales so that it may be 
of interest to state that on August 25th, 1912, I watched one 
in the Conway estuary for well over an hour as carefully and 
closely as circumstances permitted. I was better able to form 
an idea of its size when it joined a small party of Herring-Gulls, 
from the young of which it differed considerably in the 
intensity of its brown feathers ; indeed, from a distance it 
had every semblance of being wholly black. The shape of 
its short tail was rounded, and its wings, which appeared to 
be more pointed than those of the Gulls, reminded me of the 
Manx Shearwater and Gannet, but it did not come near enough 
for me to see its hooked bill. Its presence in the estuary was 
a source of considerable annoyance to the terns, from which 
it purloined fish. It settled on the water some three or four 
times whilst I watched it but did not remain there more than 
a minute or two at a time. The bird is apparently an addition 
to the avifauna of the county. RICHABD W. JONES. 

[Mr. H. E. Forrest, in the Fauna of N. Wales, p. 393, 
apparently overlooked the record of a Great Skua seen in 
Holyhead Harbour on July 20, 1903, bv Professor C. J. 
Patten (cf. Zoologist, 1904, p. 75).— P.C.R.J.] 
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THE 1912 " WRECK " OF THE LITTLE AUK. 
MIDDLESEX.—Dr. R. Main, of 24, Alexandra Villas, Fins-

bury Park, informs me that about the beginning of February, 
1912, a Little Auk (Alle alle) entered his surgery door. Dr. 
Main states that the bird was not in the least emaciated, and 
snapped at anyone who tried to handle it. I t was sent to 
the Zoo, but died a few days after admission to the Gardens. 

WILLIAM E. GLEGG. 

LAND-RAIL CALLING IN AUGUST. 
AT the end of July, and up to August 5th, 1910. I heard a 
Land-Rail (Crex crex) craking daily at Halston, not far from 
Oswestry. Such a late date seems worth putting on record. 
This year I have not heard the bird anywhere, although it is 
more plentiful here now than in August, 1910. J. H. OWEN. 

[Although the Land-Rail only calls up to about the end of 
June as a rule, it may occasionally be heard till the end of 
July and even in August. I t is noted as still calling on August 
6th at Glasgow, and in Ayrshire (Ann. 8.N.H., 1907, p. 200). 
Exceptional cases are also on record of craking in winter 
(January).—F. C. R. JOTTRDAIN.1 

QUAILS IN SHROPSHIRE. 
I T is interesting to note that Quails (Coturnix c. cotumix) are 
more common in the Oswestry district than they have been 
for many years. Specimens have been noted near Whittington, 
Halston and at Sandford, among other places. 

J. H. OWEN. 

LESSER WHITETHROAT IN SOLWAY.—Mr. G. Stout observed 
a Lesser Whitethroat (Sylvia c. curruca) on July 31st, 1912, 
at Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire. The date seems to indicate 
the probability of its having nested in the neighbourhood 
(Scot. Nat., 1912, p. 210). 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER BREEDING AT LOCH 
LOMOND.—Mr. C. Kirk records (Scot. Nat., 1912, p. 185) that 
a pair of Drydbates major anglicus nested and reared young in 
1912 in a birch-tree on the side of Loch Lomond. 

BREEDING-HABITS OP THE TAWNY OWL.—Mr. J. Steele 
Elliott gives an interesting description (Zool., 1912, pp. 293-7) 
of a particularly aggressive pair of Tawny Owls (Strix a. alum) 
which appear to have attacked him with great violence almost 
every time he went near their young in the nesting-hole. Mr. 
Elliott was repeatedly struck by the birds both at night and 
in daylight; his face was torn open on one occasion and an 
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umbrella with which he protected himself was twice ripped 
up, while one of the birds struck a straw hat, which was held 
out, with such violence that it stunned itself and fell to the 
ground. 

HYBRID EIDER AND WILD DUCK.—Mr. W. Eagle Clarke 
(Scot. Nat., 1912, p. 198, PL V.) gives a minute description and 
a figure of a hybrid between an Eider (Somateria m. mollissima) 
and a Wild Duck (Anas p. platyrhyncha). I t is a drake, and 
was shot by Mr. Laidlaw on the island of Auskerry, Orkneys, 
early in 1912. This hybrid is believed to be previously 
unrecorded, but Mr. Eagle Clarke and Dr. C. B. Ticehurst 
believe that they saw a similar specimen on the Pentland 
Skerries in May, 1912. 

PLUMAGE OF THE FULMAR.—Mr. W. Eagle Clarke gives some 
interesting notes (Scot. Nat., 1912, pp. 102-4) on the juvenile 
plumage of Fulmarus g. glacialis from specimens obtained at 
St. Kilda. He states that the upper-parts of the juvenile 
are of a decidedly paler grey than in the adult and more 
uniform in tint, while the head, neck and under-parts of the 
juvenile are pure white and silky in appearance, whereas in 
the adult these parts have a yellowish hue. Mr. Clarke also 
mentions that in the adults some feathers of the mantle and 
scapulars are edged with ashy-brown as also are some of the 
wing-coverts on their outer webs. A full description of the 
coloration of the bill and a few remarks on the pale and dark 
forms are added. 

FULMARS BREEDING AT STRONSAY, ORKNEY.-—Mr. T. 
Sinclair writes from Stronsay to say that he saw about a 
dozen Fulmars (Fulmarus g. glacialis) circling about Burg-
head in the spring of 1912, and on July 11th succeeded in 
obtaining one of their eggs. This is apparently a new breed
ing-station (Scot. Nat., 1912, p. 214). 

FULMARS BREEDING IN IRELAND.—In our last volume 
(pp. 141-2) we referred to the important discovery made by 
Mr. Ussher and others of the Fulmar breeding in Ireland. Mr. 
Ussher now reports (Irish Nat., 1912, p. 181) that the Mayo 
breeding-colony appears to be increasing, and that in July, 
1912, he saw " at least forty birds sitting on their ledges, 
besides those wheeling in the air." On the same page of our 
contemporary Mr. C. V. Stoney reports about twelve pairs 
breeding on some cliffs on the west coast of Donegal, but Mr. 
Ussher states that this is the same locality as the " Ulster 
cliff" visited by Messrs. Malcolmson and Green last year. 
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IMMATURE BLACK-NECKED GREBE IN SOLWAY.—An im
mature Black-necked Grebe (Colymbus n. nigricollis) obtained 
near Skinburness on July 29th, 1912, was sent to Mr. H. 
Mackay for identification, and proved on dissection to be 
a male bird of the year. Its occurrence at this period 
is of great interest, and it seems possible that it may 
have been bred somewhere in the neighbourhood (Scot. 
Nat., 1912, p. 213). 

TURTLE-DOVE NESTING ON THE BORDERS.—Mr. J. B. 
Cairns writes to the Scottish Naturalist (1912, p. 186) from 
Carlisle to say that the Turtle-Dove (Streptopelia t. turtur) is 
« at present (22nd June) nesting within three miles of Gretna 
Green, and a fledged young one is in the nest." I t is not 
stated on which side of the border the nesting-place is situated 
but presumably the Cumberland side is intended. 

BROAD-BILLED SANDPIPER IN TAY.—Mr. W. Berry records 
in the Scottish Naturalist, 1912, p. 212, the first Scottish 
specimen of the Broad-billed Sandpiper (Limicola p. platy-
rhyncha). I t was shot on August 12th, 1912, at the Morton 
Lochs, near Tentsmuir, Mfeshire, and was in company with 
another bird which appeared to be of the same kind. Mr 
Berry believes that he saw one of these birds on August 1st. 
The specimen obtained was identified in the flesh by Mr. 
Eagle Clarke, and has been presented by Mr. Berry to the 
Royal Scottish Museum. 

GREEN SANDPIPERS IN TAY AND SOLWAY.—A specimen of 
Tringa ocrophus was seen by the Misses Baxter and Rintoul 
on June 28th, 1912, at Morton Loch, Fife (Scot. Nat., 1912, 
p. 186. At the same locality in August, 1912, Mr. W. Berry 
noticed several Greenshanks (Tringa nebularia) and at least 
three Green Sandpipers (torn, cit., p. 212), Mr. J. G. Gordon 
flushed a pair of Green Sandpipers on the afternoon of 
August 5th at Soulseat Loch, Inch, Wigtownshire (torn, 
cit., p. 211). 

CORRECTION.—Mr. H. W. Robinson writes to us that the 
first recorded instances of the nesting of the Common Eider 
in Ireland (supra, p. 106) took place on a small island off 
the coast of co. Donegal, and not co. Down as there stated. 
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