
iLETTEfft 
SPORADIC NESTING. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—Mr. Jourdain in his editorial note has so completely replied' 
to Mr. Meares's letter, t ha t there is very little more for me to add. I 
have never disputed Mr. Witherby's grounds for describing the' 
Crossbill as a sporadic breeder in England; on the contrary I consider 
at the time the statement appeared it was fully justified. But since 
the statement was made, i.e. soon after the great irruption in 
1909-10, I have proved conclusively that it bred in 1911 and 1912. 
Apart from this, the evidence which I have collected from several 
keepers and keen observers left no doubt in my mind tha t it has always 
bred in Suffolk and possibly Norfolk. Mr. H. M. Upcher remarked 
that the Crossbill used to breed regularly in a small clump of fir-trees 
near Brandon station, Norfolk (Bulletin B.O.C., Vol. NXVII . , p . 61), 
and I now respectfully submit that Mr. Witherby has no longer any 
claim to maintain tha t the Crossbill is not a resident breeding species 
in England. If some foreign species has a right to be placed on the 
British list as the result of securing a solitary example, then surely 
the Crossbill has some claim to be classed as a resident English 
breeding species, on the strength of the evidence which has been 
submitted from time to time and placed before your readers. 

If I do not succeed in discovering the Crossbill breeding in Suffolk 
in 1913, it would be mere supposition to say tha t it had not bred, and 
in my opinion this would not alter the question in the slightest. 

An important fact which should not be overlooked, is that Suffolk 
and Norfolk are eminently suited to the habits of the Crossbill. I t is a 
resident breeding species in Scotland and Ireland, and to my mind 
there is nothing remarkable in its being so in England. 

As to the use (I would prefer to say the misuse) of the word 
"sporad ic , " " e r r a t i c " would I think have been more applicable to 
the case. However, I will not a t tempt to offer any opinion as to the 
correct definition of a word which apparently can be " drawn and 
qua r t e red" at will, but if Mr. Meares is correct in his interpretation 
of the word, then I have not the slightest hesitation in saying tha t 
the species mentioned by me as a comparison are undoubtedly 
sporadic ; indeed to a certain extent all migratory species must be, as 
the distribution of any species over a given area must depend entirely 
on the numbers which arrive in this country. 
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The reason I included the Hawfinch in my comparison is tha t they 

have almost deserted parts of Kent within the last five or six years 
where they had previously bred annually, and are now breeding in 
considerable numbers in Lancashire in parts where they had not 
previously bred. 

Mr. Meares accuses me of studiously avoiding to substantiate m y 
assertions by facts. May I be allowed to point out tha t I have not 
made any definite assertions : I simply made comparisons, and had he 
studied my original note and m y reply to his first letter more carefully, 
he could not have failed to see this. I hope Mr. Jourdain has satisfied 
Mr. Meares in regard to facts, if not I shall be most happy to supply 
authenticated records of sporadic nesting (according to his own 
definition) both in regard to the Hobby and Grasshopper-Warbler, bu t 
I do not consider i t is fundamental to the question. I n regard to t he 
former species, Mr. Meares will find several sporadic eases of nesting 
in the Birds of "Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, which he studiously 
avoided quoting, classing them as " wholly inconclusive," or " isolated," 
which is surely the same as " irregular in occurrence as the result of 
nomadic tendencies " (i.e. sporadic). Further the number of these 
cases exceeds the number of those forming the so-called " conclusive " 
evidence, quoted from the same work. Mr. Meares has mentioned the 
clouded-yellow butterfly ; I may say, tha t it is a well-known fact 
to most entomologists tha t in some parts of Kent this insect may be 
taken every year. I t is an exact parallel to the mat ter under discussion: 
0. edusa can be found in some spots every year, but in a good o r 
favourable season much more plentifully and consequently with wider 
distribution ; the same point holds good, to a certain extent, with all 
our migrant species of birds. 

My original comparison was, " I do no t consider it (the Crossbill) 
is more sporadic in its nesting than many other British birds such as 
Hobby, Hawfinch, Grasshopper-Warbler, e tc . ," and on the evidence 
concerning Crossbills that was at my disposal at the time, and which 
is given above, this is fully borne out. 

P. F . BTOTYAKD. 

[Mr. Bunyard does not give any details of the evidence he has col
lected to show tha t the Crossbill " has always bred in Suffolk and 
possibly in Norfolk," and the statements of keepers mentioned b y 
Mr. Bunyard on p. 364 of Vol. IV. are not to my mind sufficiently 
convincing. With regard to the remark quoted by Mr. Bunyard,. 
as made by Mr. Upcher, this was no t founded on any observations 
made by Mr. TTpcher himself, and on my appealing t o him for further 
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information he was unable to substantiate the statement. The Cross
bill resident in Scotland is, of course, a distinct form, Loxia e. scotica, 

and apparently is not a wanderer. The Crossbill which breeds in 
Ireland is, however, the typical form, bu t if Mr. Bunyard had studied 
the history of the bird in Ireland he would have found tha t it was 
not indigenous but had " settled d o w n " (with fluctuations) after 
irruptions (see Bril. B., IV., p. 334), and the bird may now be acting 
in the same way in Suffolk; bu t I suggest tha t we should wait a little 
longer before we make sure of this, especially as the breeding birds 
are diminishing in numbers.—H.F.W.] 

SUPPOSED OCCURRENCE OF T H E SACRED IBIS. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—Although the Sacred Ibis recently shot in Essex (British 

Birds, p. 200) was probably an escaped one, there is more to be said 
for one which was taken alive on the coast at Bulverhythe in Sussex 
in 1871. I saw this bird alive in a garden near to where it had been 
•caught, and some particulars of it were sent to Prof. Newton. 

J . H . GUBNEY. 
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