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BARROW'S GOLDENEYE AND THE COMMON 

GOLDENEYE. 
BY 

H. F . W I T H E R B Y . 

A T the meeting of the British Ornithologists' Club held 
on November 13th, 1912, Mr. W. R. Ogilvie-Grant 
re-exhibited a young male Goldeneye* which had been 
shown to the members in March, 1909, by Mr. F . Men-
teith Ogilvie, who with Mr. Grant then considered it 
to be an example of Nyroca islandica (Bull. B.O.C., 
XXIII . , pp. 63-65).f Mr. Grant was now able to show 
by the shape of the scapular-feathers that this bird was 
really nothing more than a specimen of Nyroca c. clangula. 
The difference in the shape of the scapulars of the Common 
Goldeneye and Barrow's Goldeneye is a very interesting 
one, and although Mr. Grant Avas wrong, as he points out 
in the next number of the Bulletin (p. 29), in supposing 
that he was the first to detect this difference, he was 
nevertheless the first to bring it before British ornith
ologists, for Dr. J . A. Jeffries's paper on the subject 
appeared in the Bulletin of the Nuttall Ornithological 
Club, V., p . 189 (1880), and was quoted by Mr. William 
Brewster in the Aulc, 1909, p. 161. 

Mr. Grant found that the black and white inner scapular-
feathers of the males, " though much alike in general 
appearance, were structurally quite different in the two 
species. In Barrow's Goldeneye the black lateral por
tion was produced into a long process extending much 
beyond the white portion, while in the Common Goldeneye 
the white feather was of the usual shape, margined on 
the side with black." 

As I find that the shape of these feathers in Barrow's 
Goldeneye varies, and that they also differ in size from 
those of the Common Goldeneye, I have had photographed 

* Bull. B.O.G., XXXI . , pp. 18 20. 

f We did not accept this identification and did not admit the bird to 
the British list in our Hand-List—see note on page 142 of that work. 



SCAPULAE-FEATHERS PROM BARROWS GOLDENEYE AND THE COMMON GOLDENEYE. 
Top row: Adult male Barrow's Goldeneye. Jan. 17. North Iceland. 
Middle row: Adult male Common Goldeneye. March. Torks. 
Bottom row: Young male (? first winter) Common Goldeneye. Jan. 17th. Wales. 

The feathers are taken from corresponding positions in each bird; those on the left being from nearest the neck, 
and those on the right from nearest the rump. 
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and reproduced a representative selection of the 
scapular-feathers of an adult male Barrow's Golden-
eye, an adult male Common Goldeneye, and a young 
male Common Goldeneye. I can only regret that 
feathers from a young male Barrow's Goldeneye are 
not available. 

The elongated portion of the feathers is formed by the 
rami, and in none of the feathers that I have examined 
is the rhachis elongated. I t will he noted that the 
elongations are sometimes on one side of the feather and 
sometimes on the other, and sometimes on both. In the 
specimen from which these feathers were taken the 
longest scapulars (i.e. those nearest the rump) on each side 
had two " horns," but I find that in some specimens 
the longest feathers have but one " horn." 

I t is obvious by the even rounded shape of the white 
portion and by the fact that the rhachis is not projecting, 
that the peculiar shape of these feathers is not due to 
wear, as was suggested by Dr. Jeffries ; moreover, Mr. 
Grant notes that new feathers still with a sheath are 
so shaped. 

In comparing these feathers with those taken from 
similar positions in the scapulars of the adult male 
Common Goldeneye (see middle row in figure) it will be 
noted that the latter differ in being much longer and 
narrower as well as in their lack of " horns." 

In the young male Common Goldeneye (presumably in 
its first year) when it is moulting from a female-like 
plumage into one much resembling that of the adult 
male, the black and white scapulars differ from those 
of the adult in being somewhat broader in shape, in 
having less white (especially note the tips), and in having 
the black of a less intense jet-colour. 

Another distinction between the two species was 
pointed out by Mr. Menteith Ogilvie (Bull. B.O.C., 
XXXI. , p. 19). This is a " boss," which is present in 
Barrow's Goldeneye on the anterior portion of the frontal 
bone. In the Common Goldeneye, on the other hand, 
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this part, when viewed from the side, has an even upward 
slope, and when seen from the front is inclined to he 
grooved longitudinally rather than elevated. By passing 
the finger up the forehead from the base of the upper 

FEONTAL BONE OP COMMON GOLDENEYE. 
Female. March. Yorkshire. 

FEONTAL BONE OF BAEEOW'S GOLDENEYE. 
Female. Jan. 17. North Iceland. 

mandible, this " boss " in Barrow's Goldeneye could easily 
be detected in most of the specimens to which I have 
had access, either as a well-defined " lump " or as a 
smooth swelling. Unfortunately, however, in some speci
mens it appears to be an uncertain character, otherwise 
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had it been entirely constant it would have provided an 
excellent means of identifying females and young males 
of the two species. 

In the course of his interesting article in the Auk 
already quoted, Mr. Brewster has shown other differences 
between Barrow's Goldeneye and the American form of 
the Common Goldeneye (Nyroca c. americana), none of 
which, however, seems entirely satisfactory. 

It may here be mentioned that Mr. P. P. Bunyard has 
recently pointed out (Bull. B.O.C., XXXI., p. 28) that 
the eggs of the Common Goldeneye are smaller and 
greener, and the down much paler and the flank-feathers 
smaller, than in Barrow's Goldeneye. 


