
MOTES 
A SWALLOW RINGED IN STAFFORDSHIRE AND 

RECOVERED IN NATAL. 

THE following letter has just reached me :— 
Grand Hotel, 

Utrecht, Natal , 
" Witherby," 27th December, 1912. 

High Holborn, London. 

D E A R SIR, 

On December 23rd a Swallow was caught in the farmhouse 
of the farm " Roodeyand," 18 miles from this town, with a metal 
label round its leg, with the words : Witherby, High Holborn, 
London, and on the other side B.830. 

The farmer, Mr. J . Mayer, took the label off and has it in his 
possession. As I am interested in birds of any sort and the migration 
of same, I shall be glad to know if you receive this lettar safely. 

Yours truly, 
C. H. RUDDOCK, Proprietor. 

The ring B.830 was put on an adult Swallow (Chelidon 
r. rustica) by Mr. J. R. B. Masefield, at Rosehill, Cheadle, 
Staffordshire, on May 6th, 1911. This bird was one of a 
pair (Mr. Masefield thought the female) which nested in 
a porch. Its mate was also caught and ringed. At the 
same time Mr. Masefield ringed another pair nesting in the 
same porch. In the summer of 1912 he again caught the 
Swallows which had come to nest in his porch and found 
that only one of them had a ring, viz. B.827, whichVas one 
of the birds nesting there the year before (see supra, p. 13). 
Neither its mate nor the other pair of which the present 
B.830 is one had returned to this particular spot. 

That this Swallow breeding in the far west of Europe 
should have reached so far to the south-east of Africa as 
Natal, seems to me extraordinary. Unfortunately the few 
records we have as yet of ringed Swallows recovered during 
migration do not afford a clue to the routes taken and it 
seems to me unreasonable to suppose that our birds proceed 
southwards down the east side of Africa as might be inferred 
from this Natal record. 

I t is, indeed, quite impossible to theorize on a single 
recovery of this kind and we must be content at present 
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with the bare fact—perhaps the most startling fact that 
the ringing of birds has as yet produced. 

We are most thankful to Mr. Ruddock for reporting this 
extremely interesting recovery and we hope that the details 
of it will become widely known in South Africa and thus 
produce further results. H. F. WITHEKBY. 

SLENDER-BILLED NUTCRACKERS IN SUSSEX. 
Two examples of the Slender-billed Nutcracker (Nucifraga 
c. rnacrorhynchus) have recently been obtained at Wartling, 
Sussex, the first a male, on December 26th, 1912, and the 
second a female, on December 28th. I saw both birds in the 
flesh. A third has been seen in Brickwall Park, Northiam, 
Sussex, which so far has escaped capture. 

H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

[Concerning the last bird mentioned above, Mr. T. Parkin 
writes to us under date January 8th as follows :— 

" A few days ago I received a letter from Colonel Edward 
Frewen, C.B., of Brickwall, Northiam, informing me that 
when shooting in Alder Wood on his property at Brede, 
on November 16th, 1912, a Nutcracker was seen. I am 
pleased to be able to state that Colonel Frewen writes that 
none of the 'guns ' shot it. 

" I t is curious that there are records of two other birds of 
this species having been obtained in the last few years in the 
same neighbourhood, viz. one (west European or Thick-billed 
form) at Broad Oak, Brede, on February 12th, 1907 (British 
Birds, I., p. 105), the other (also of the west European form) 
at Three Oaks, Guestling, on March 4th, 1907 {Lc, IV., p. 23). 
Both these birds are, I believe, now in the fine collection of 
Mr. J. B. Nichols. 

" All good ornithologists will thank Colonel Frewen for 
kindly preserving this bird from destruction when it appeared 
in the deep woodlands on his property at Brede and 
Northiam."] 

SKY-LARK AS FOSTER-PARENT OF CUCKOO. ' 
THERE appear to be very few authenticated instances of the 
Cuckoo (Guctdiis c. canorus) selecting the Sky-Lark (Alauda 
a. arvensis) as a foster-parent, and I therefore record that in 
June, 1912, I was shown a Sky-Lark's nest at Aldringham, 
Suffolk, containing a Cuckoo's egg of a purplish-brown type. 
The nest contained only one Lark's egg, so that possibly 
at least two had been ejected by the Cuckoo when depositing 
her own egg. The young Lark emerged from the shell fully 
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two days before the Cuckoo, but despite the disparity of 
size, the interloper when about forty-eight hours of age 
ejected its companion, which remained near the nest and 
was fed by its parents, the Cuckoo also receiving a share of 
the food. 

Unfortunately observations were brought to a sudden 
termination by the mysterious disappearance of the Cuckoo 
when less than a week old. HOWARD BENTHAM. 

[Sky-Larks have been recorded as fosterers of the Cuckoo 
by F. Bond, J. E. Harting, J. Palmer, M. A. Mathew, and 
E. V. Seebohm (Cat. Eggs Brit. Mus., III., p. 112) but in 
most cases the evidence of first-hand observation is not 
very satisfactory, so that Mr. Bentham's detailed record of 
the hatching of a young Cuckoo in a nest of this species is a 
welcome addition to our notes on the subject.—F.C.R.J.] 

BLACKCAP AND SWALLOW IN ENGLAND 
IN WINTER. 

THE occurrence of the Blackcap (Sylvia atrkapilla) during 
winter in the British Isles is sufficiently unusual to deserve 
notice. On December 29th, 1912, I saw a male bird near 
Bourne End, in Buckinghamshire. It was very much 
exhausted and I succeeded in catching it, and examined 
it closely. Before releasing the bird I photographed it 
several times, in order to establish its identity beyond a 
doubt. I t is possible that the bird was swept up by the 
southerly gales at Christmas-time and was exhausted by 
flying, or else it had been wintering with us owing to the 
mildness of the weather, and was weak from starvation. 

G. K. BAYNES. 
[Lt.-Col. P. G. L. Mainwaring reports (Field, ll.i.1912, 

p. 94) having seen a Swallow twice on January 3rd, 1913, 
at "Dpwey, Dorsetshire.—EDS.] 

" L A T E " SWIFTS. 
IN connexion with the dates quoted in the editorial note 
under this heading in the January number (supra, p. 255), 
I give from my notebooks the " l a s t " dates for the Swift 
for the last ten years for the district of Duddingston, which 
is within the bounds of the city of Edinburgh:—• 

10th September, 1903. 7th September, 1907. 
13th September, 1904. 17th September, 1908. 
15th September, 1905. 29th August, 1910. 
2nd September, 1906. 14th September, 1911. 

From an experience of over thirty years, the last ten of 
which I have stayed in Duddingston, I am of opinion that 
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Swifts linger longer round the tower of the old church here 
than elsewhere around. For some of these years I might 
have secured later dates, but I am sometimes from home. 
I left for Germany on September 2nd, 1912, and saw 
Swifts in the air as I went to the railway station. 

WILLIAM SERLE. 

GLOSSY IBIS IN ESSEX. 

REFERRING to the Glossy Ibis recorded in Country Life 
(Oct. 26th,) as having been killed at Balsham, reference to 
which is made in the last number of BRITISH BIRDS (supra, 
p. 256), this bird came into my hands for preservation on 
October 15th, 1912. It was, I believe, shot in the village of 
Balsham. One version given me was to the effect that the 
man who shot it saw it coming, fetched his gun out of the 
house, or called to his wife to bring it, and fired at the bird 
as it was flying over the house. Another version was that 
it was shot whilst feeding with some fowls. I am inclined 
to place more credit on the former version, as I had it—if 
not first hand—at least second hand. W. FARREN. 

THE SONG OF THE SWANS. 

I AM glad that the Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain, in his article in 
the last number on " Bird-Life in Iceland," mentioned the 
beautiful little song of the male Whooper Swan, for I heard 
a similar song for the first time twelve years ago, and 
wrote to more than one publication concerning it, the Field 
among them : but all treated my remarks with contempt, 
as apparently a revival of the myth of the dying swan ; so 
much so, that I decided to keep it to myself until some other 
observer noticed the same thing. 

The song I heard was performed by Bewick's Swan (Cygnus 
b. bewichii) which was by far the more plentiful species on 
the particular island in the Inner Hebrides where I made 
the observation, although a few Whoopers were there also. 
Many a whole night have I spent on the shores of the " haunted 
loch " listening to this weird but beautiful song. The song 
is hard to describe, but most nearly resembles the voices of 
many women humming a somewhat mournful tune softly to 
themselves. Situated as I was, right in the midst of the 
herd of swans, the song sounded most weird, and was inter
spersed with sobs and sighs of such a heartrending nature, 
that one no longer wondered why the loch was shunned as 
haunted by the islanders after dark. The song of Bewick's 
Swan consists of the full octave, and both ascends and descends 
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the scale. Then there is the sharp barking alarm-note which 
can be heard at some considerable distance, and this is espe
cially so when an otter appears on the scene and causes the 
whole herd to give tongue. I only once heard the song in 
the daytime, and that was on the afternoon before the terrific 
storm which swept over the whole of the Western Isles in 
February, 1901. H. W. ROBINSON. 

CURLEW-SANDPIPER IN SCOTLAND IN WINTER. 
ON December 13th, 1912, my brother shot a Curlew-Sandpiper 
(Erolia ferruginea) at Cairness, Aberdeenshire. I saw the 
bird half an hour after it was dead, and was able to identify 
it. My brother thought it was a Dunlin, but I directly 
noticed the white rump and tail-coverts, and the slightly 
longer and more curved bill, being well acquainted with 
Curlew-Sandpipers, having kept them as pets in my smoking-
room. Unfortunately the bird's breast and head were 
damaged by the shot, so that I did not consider it a good 
enough specimen to preserve (I did not at the time 
know how rare this species is in the British Isles during the 
winter). 

The bird was on the edge of a small sheet of water sur
rounded by rushes, about two hundred yards inland among 
the sand-hills, and was in good condition. H. WORMALD. 

[So far as we know there is only one previous record of the 
occurrence of this species in December in the British Isles, 
viz. at Lough Kiltooris, co. Donegal, Ireland, on December 
26th, 1892.—EDS.] 

PURPLE SANDPIPER IN SUSSEX. 
ON December 27th, 1912, whilst shooting at Pett, Sussex, I 
noticed an example of the Purple Sandpiper (Erolia maritima) 
wading in the shallow water at the edge of the canal. I t 
was quite tame, and allowed me to approach within a few 
feet, when it flew across to the other side and was walking 
in the mud when, I regret to say, one of the party shot it. 
Not having seen the bird since, I am unable to state its sex. 

H. W. FoRD-LlNDSAY. 

POMATORHINE SKUA IN STAFFORDSHIRE. 
IT is seldom that the Pomatorhine Skua (Stercorarius -poma-
rinus) comes so far inland as Staffordshire, and the only 
records we had were a rather doubtful reference to this 
species in Sir Oswald Mosley's Natural History of Tutbury 
(p. 58), and one recorded by Mr. R. W. Chase as shot at 

T 
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Oldbury in October, 1879 (MeAldowie's Birds-of Staffordshire, 
p. 138). On October 30th, 1912, however, Lord Lichfield 
kindly wrote to me from Shugborough to say that " a 
Pomatorhine Skua (a male) flew over at a considerable 
height, saw some wild duck on a pool near Cannock Chase, 
and was killed while hovering over them, regardless of the 
presence of several people who approached the pool. He 
had, however, spent about an hour from the time of his 
first arrival in eating the remains of a dead duck already 
well decomposed—extreme expanse of wings 45 inches." 

JOHN R. B. MASEFIELD. 

[There is also a reference to a Skua " with twisted tail 
feathers," but which has since been destroyed, in the Bep. 
North Staffs. Field Club, 1909-10, p. 108.—F.O.R.J.] 

RAZORBILL IN STAFFORDSHIRE. 
ON November 11th, 1912, during the course of a gale from 
the north-west, a Razorbill (Alca torda) was picked up alive 
but injured on the Sandwell Golf Course at West Bromwich, 
Staffordshire, and^sent tO| Messrs. Spicer & Sons, Birmingham, 
for preservation. Mr. Spicer, Junr., informs me that he dis
sected it and found it to be a male. GEOFFREY LEIGH. 

POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIONS OF BIRDS. 
AT the suggestion of several subscribers, the Editors have 
now made an arrangement with an eminent veterinary 
pathologist to carry out post-mortem examinations of any 
birds (other than cage-birds) which may be sent for that 
purpose, at a fee of five shillings per examination. Should 
any subscriber desire to avail himself at any time of this 
arrangement it would be necessary to despatch the bird 
immediately to the Editors of " BRITISH BIRDS," 326, High 
Holborn, and by the same post to send the fee of five shillings 
for the pathologist's report. The pathologist's report would 
then be despatched as soon as possible direct by post to the 
subscriber, but in no case can an examination be undertaken 
or reported upon unless the fee is sent in advance. The 
Editors reserve the right to publish in " BRITISH BIRDS " 
any information concerning such birds should they think it 
of interest to their readers. 

RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER AT THE PENTLAND SKERRIES, 
—The occurrence of an adult male Muscicapa p. parva at 
the Pentland Skerries (Orkney) on September 30th, 1912, is 
recorded by Mr. J. Bain {Scot. Nat., 1912, p. 278). 
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SUPPOSED SCARLET GROSBEAK IN OXFORDSHIRE.—Mr. 
O. V. Aplin puts on record {Zool, 1912, p. 460) that Miss J. H. 
Blunt, of Adderbury Manor, has made a coloured sketch 
of a bird which she and others of her household saw from a 
window on January 31st, 1912, whilst it was feeding in a 
courtyard. The bird, unknown at the time, was afterwards 
identified as a specimen of Carpodacus erythrinus, and Mr. 
Aplin thinks that anyone who saw the sketch would have 
no doubt as to the correctness of the identification, and con
siders that the bird was an adult male. I t is not stated, 
however, whether the observer was acquainted with the 
Crossbill, nor whether the shape of the bill was specially 
observed. 

REED-WARBLER IN ORKNEY. — On September 28th, 
1912, Mr. H. Laidlaw obtained a specimen of Aerocephalus 
streperus on Auskerry -(Scot. Nat., 1912, p. 278). The only 
other records of the Reed-Warbler in Scotland are three at 
Fair Me, 

SUPPOSED FEMALE GREENLAND WHEATEARS IN MALE-
PLUMAGE.—In the Scottish Naturalist the Duchess of Bed
ford records (1912, p. 210) that a specimen of QSnanthe 
ce. leucorrhoa obtained on Barra (Outer Hebrides) on May 13th, 
1912, has been sexed as a female by Mr. C. Kirk, taxidermist, 
of Glasgow, although the bird is in the plumage of an adult 
male, as is evident by the description given. The wing 
measured 106 mm., which is larger than any female measured 
by Dr. C. B. Ticehurst (c/. antea, Vol. II., p. 273) or any 
which we have ever seen. In the same journal (p. 259) 
the Misses Baxter and Rintoul give details of a specimen, 
also sexed as a female, which appears to be in the plumage 
of a year-old male. The wing measures 101 mm., and this 
bird was killed at the Isle of May Lighthouse on May 27th, 
1911. Unfortunately in neither instance are details of the 
sexual organs given, and after all it is essential that such 
details should be available in these eases. The large size of 
the first-mentioned specimen points to a mistake having 
been made. 

COMMON EIDER IN IRELAND.—Mr. A. R. Nichols an
nounces (Irish Nat., 1912, p. 20) that an immature female 
Somateria m. mollissima has been sent to the Dublin Museum 
by Colonel J. J. Perceval from Wexford Harbour, where it 
was shot on November 12th, 1912. The Eider is a rare 
straggler to Ireland, and it will be remembered that it was 
recorded in our September issue (p. 106) as having bred in 
that country for the first time in 1912. 
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LITTLE BITTERN IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.-—Mr. J. Crisp 
records the occurrence of an adult male Ixobrychm minutus, 
which was shot at Naseby, Northamptonshire, on October 
2nd, 1912 (Field, 4.1.13, p. 45). 

INCREASE OF THE FXILMAB PETREL IN ORKNEY AND SHET
LAND.—Mr. G. D. Ferguson writes to the Scottish Naturalist, 
(1912, p. 260) that he found this year Fulmars (Fulmarus 
g. glacialis) nesting on the Calf of Eday (Orkney) and a great 
increase at Noup Head (Orkney), Fulmars also appeared to 
be nesting on Uyea (Shetland) and on the cliff to the north 
of Uyea Sound. 

CURLEW-SANDPIPERS IN EAST RENFREW.—In Vol. V. 
(p. 230) we drew attention to Mr. J. Robertson's observations 
at Balgray Dam, where he saw a number of waders in the 
autumn of 1911. In the autumn of 1912 he reports (Glas
gow Nat., IV., p. 137) that the water did not recede until too 
late in the season to have a marked effect. He notes, how
ever, the occurrence of small parties of Erolia ferruginea 
on September 29th and October 6th, and one bird on 
the 13th. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT IN AYRSHIRE.—Mr. H. W. Wilson 
records (Glasgow Nat., TV., p. 137) the occurrence of three 
Limosa limosa in Troon Harbour on September 12th, 1912. 
Two were noted in the same place in September, 1911 (cf. 
Vol. V., p. 231). 

ACCESSORY DIGIT AND PRIMARIES IN A R E D GROUSE.— 
A description and two figures are given in the Field 
(4,1.13, p. 44) of an interesting malformation in the right-
wing of a Red Grouse, sent to the Editor by Messrs. 
Lancaster & Co. The dissection of the wing showed grow
ing out from the carpal joint, at right angles to the radius, 
" an accessory digit consisting of a metacarpal bone, to 
which are attached three accessory primary flight feathers, 
broken off two inches from their base, and beyond this meta
carpal bone is a rudimentary phalanx." These extra pri
maries would thus point downwards over the, back of the 
bird, and would naturally get broken, we suppose, when the 
wing was moved in flight. Such a malformation in a wild 
bird must be a very rare occurrence. 
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