
NOTES 
THE " P E E W I T " NOTE OF THE GREENFINCH. 

ON June 10th, 1912, my brother called my attention to the 
note of a bird in our garden at Lynmouth, Devon, like that 
of a Peewit, which he had heard for some days but could 
not identify. On the next day I again heard it from the 
middle of a holly-bush. My brother, however, found in the 
Rev. C. A. John's British Birds in their Haunts (edition 
of 1862) the following passage in reference to the Greenfinch 
(Chloris chloris) : " Another of the notes is a double one 
and closely resembles that of the Peewit, hence it is called 
in some places ' Peesweep.' ' I had seen a Greenfinch, which 
is not a common bird here, on May 16th, and I am sure that 
a pair nested in the neighbourhood, for I heard the cries 
of the young birds, and on June 16th saw the male uttering 
this note from the bough of a tree. I do not know whether 
the note is an unusual one or confined to the breeding-season 
only, but I had never heard it before, and as it is a very 
singular and striking note I was surprised not to find it more 
generally mentioned in the description of this bird in other 
books. T. H. BEIGGS. 

RICHARD'S PIPIT IN LINCOLNSHIRE. 
ALTHOUGH the late Mr. J. Cordeaux recorded having seen 
an example of Richard's Pipit (Anthus r. rickardi) when driving 
along the road between Tetney and the coast, the species 
does not appear to have been actually obtained in Lincoln
shire until November 16th, 1912, when I shot a specimen on 
the sea-bank in the parish of Marshchapel. Its long legs 
and the rapidity with which it ran rendered it very con
spicuous at a considerable distance. It was in good condi
tion, and very wild. Migration was practically over, but 
I saw a Goldcrest on the same day, and a few Lapwings were 
coming in from the sea with a light east wind. 

G. H. CATON HAIGH. 

WILLOW-TIT IN DUMFRIESSHIRE. 
A TIT, kindly identified for me by Mr. H. F. Witherby as a 
Willow-Tit (Parus a. Icleinschmidti), was shot at Grennan 
(Dumfriesshire) on January 25th, 1913. 

HUGH S. GLADSTONE. 
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YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER IN LINCOLNSHIRE. 

ON September 25th, 1912, I shot a Yellow-browed Warbler 
(Phylloscopus s. Superciliosus) in a thorn-hedge near the sea 
bank at North Cotes. There was a fresh east wind blowing, 
and the weather was fair, but very few birds were moving, 
a single Redstart, 'two Ring-Ouzels, and half a dozen Gold-
crests being the only migrants seen during the day. This 
is the first example which has appeared here in September, 
the previous occurrences having taken place during 
the following month. G. H. CATON HAIGH. 

BLACKCAPS, CHIFFCHAFFS, AND SWALLOW 
WINTERING IN THE BRITISH ISLES. 

ON February 1st, 1913,1 watched a male and female Blackcap 
{Sylvia a. atricapilla) in the " Rock Garden " at Torquay, 
Devon. The female, which for a time was only a few feet 
away from me, was feeding upon the berries of ivy. I t is 
interesting to note that the male and female were together 
in winter-quarters, for it is often stated that the immigrant 
males arrive in England before the females, which suggests 
that the sexes do not winter in company. T. A. COWARD. 

ON January 25th, 1913, I had a good view, at close range, 
of a female Blackcap (Sylvia a. atricapilla) in the parish of 
Weare, Somerset; the sun was shining and the light good at 
the time. I re-visited the spot a little later and saw the 
bird again, when it was engaged in capturing an occasional 
gnat and feeding on the berries of the privet, of which there 
was a large crop in the hedge. HARVEY W. MAPLETON. 

ON February 8th, 1913, I saw a Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus 
collybita) in a sheltered orchard at Blackpool near Dart
mouth, Devon. It is unlikely that this was an exceptionally 
early immigrant. T. A. COWARD. 

I HAVE to-day (February 10th, 1913) seen a Chiffchaff 
(Phylloscopus collybita) near Tring, Hertfordshire. The bird 
was on some willows, within a few feet of me and occasionally 
alighted on a fence where I could identify it with absolute 
certainty. The legs were dark and the general colour of 
the upper-parts brownish-green. M. BEDFORD. 

MR. ARMSTEEN, of Cork, has sent me a Chiffchaff (Phyl
loscopus collybita) in the flesh for identification. I t was 
caught alive on January 25th, 1913 ALLEN SILVER. 
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[In the Field (l.ii.13, p. 237) Capt. L. Creaghe Creaghe-
Haward records that one of his men observed two or more 
Swallows hawking round the house at Glenellen, Milltown, 
co. Kerry, for the greater part of the day on January 23rd, 
1913.—EDS.] 

BRENT GOOSE IN DERBYSHIRE. 
MR. T. E. ATJDEN informs me that on January 10th a Brent 
Goose (Branta b. bernicla) was brought to him in the flesh, and 
only recently dead, at Danesgate near Repton. It had been 
caught alive, but completely exhausted, on the previous night 
in the yard of a cottage at Winshill, in the part of Burton-on-
Trent which lies in Derbyshire, and died the following 
morning. 

Though always rare inland, Brent Geese have been recorded 
on several occasions from Derbyshire. Pilkington and J. J. 
Briggs both state that it has occurred, and Whitlock saw one 
on the Trent in October, 1888 (Birds of Derbyshire, p. 163). 
Sir R. Payne Gallwey also mentions an instance of one of 
two being shot on the River Derwent near Derby about 
1890, and one was killed on the River Dove near Rocester 
in January, 1903 (Jourdaip, Vict. Hist, of Derbyshire, I., 
p. 139, and Addenda, p. xxix. ; Zool., 1904, p. 103). 

In a note on this subject in the Field (February 1st, 1913, 
p. 237), Mr. Auden's name is incorrectly given. 

F . C. R. JOURDATN. 

PINTAIL IN ESSEX. 
ON January 26th, 1913, I identified a male Pintail (Dafila 
acuta) on Connaught Water, Chingford, Essex. On clapping 
my hands the bird took flight and, joining some Mallards, 
soared round over the lake, and finally alighted on the water 
in company with the other Ducks. I visited the lake on 
February 2nd, and again had the pleasure of seeing the 
Pintail. 

As Connaught Water is only about eleven miles from 
St. Paul's, and as the Pintail is a scarce visitor to Essex, 
this occurrence seems worth recording. 

WILLIAM E. GLEGG. 

LITTLE DUSKY SHEARWATER IN KENT. 
IN Country Life for January 18th last, Mr. R. Lydekker 
published the record of a Little Dusky Shearwater that 
had been picked up in an exhausted condition at Welling 
in Kent on August 20th, 1912. He stated that it was the 
property of a member of the staff at Rowland Ward Ltd. 
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The accompanying photograph of the specimen gave a false 
impression of the bird in several particulars, probably owing 
to the position in which it was photographed with respect 
to the light. I therefore applied to Mr. Ogilvie-Grant who 
had seen the bird, and he kindly corroborated its identification 
as an adult male of the Madeiran form of the species (Puffinus 
obscurus godmani) to which form all the British specimens 
at present obtained belong, the present one being the seventh 
(not the fifth, as stated in Country Life) and the second for 
Kent. N. F. TICEHUKST. 

GREEN SANDPIPER AND BAR-TAILED GODWITS 
IN ORKNEY. 

I BELIEVE there are not many records of the occurrence of 
the Green Sandpiper (Tringa ocrophus) in Orkney, so it is 
worth while to note that one, a female, was shot at Kirbister, 
Pomona on August 19th, 1912, and another was seen on 
the same day. Also two Bar-tailed Godwits (Limosa I. 
lapponica), both males, were shot on October 1st, 1912, on 
the island of Shapinsay. JAMES R. HALE. 

[The Bar-tailed Godwit is a rare visitor to Orkney, but we 
think the only previous record of the Green Sandpiper is 
one from the Pentland Skerries on July 30th, 1911, though 
the bird occurs regularly at Pair Isle.—EDS.] 

MOVEMENTS OF LITTLE AUKS ON THE 
NORTHUMBERLAND COAST. 

THE following notes on the movements of Little Auks (Alle 
alle) during this winter may be of interest:— 

1912, November 3rd.—St. Mary's Island. Wind (slight) 
north. Heavy swell after strong west wind. Large numbers 
of Little Auks passing north ; some settling on rocks and sea
weed in water (H. B. Hodgson). 

November 5th.—Few still passing north. Seven shot. 
November 13th.—Very strong north gale all last night. 

Very cold. 10.30 a.m.—Numbers making into wind. Three 
or four shot. None seen after 11.30, when gale abated 
somewhat. 

1913, January 21st.—After week of terrible south-east 
gale picked up one Little Auk dead. 

January 29th. Wind north-east. One found in garden 
at Whitley, half mile inland, exceedingly thin. 

February 17th.—One picked up exhausted at Whitley 
Bay (V. Coxon). 
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From the foregoing it would seem that at the period of 
the south-east gale these birds were not on. the move near 
this point, and that their movements took place in the 
the late autumn. This is the earliest date for a big migration 
that I know of for this coast. Compared with last year of 
course their numbers were very small. J. M. CHARLTON. 

[Mr. J. Beddall Smith informs us that there were numbers 
of Little Auks at Wells, Norfolk, on November 15th, 1912, 
and others were recorded elsewhere at the end of October 
and beginning of November (supra, p. 226).—EDS.] 

EARLY NESTS.—In the Field of January 25th, 1913, Mr. H. 
H. Wardle gives an interesting list which he has compiled 
of cases of early nesting in the last three winters. Those for 
1912-13 include: Yellow Bunting, October 28th, two eggs, 
Great Horkesley, Essex. House-Sparrow, November 15th, 
one egg, Netherby, Yorks. ; December 4th, one egg, Poulton-
le-Pylde, Lancashire. Blackbird, December 25th, four eggs, 
near Horsham, 1913.—January 2nd, three eggs, Kirkby 
Overblow, Yorks. Starling, January 4th, four young, near 
Kincardine. Song-Thrush, January 6th, two eggs, New 
Leake, Lines., January 8th, three eggs, Neston, Cheshire, 
January 12th, four eggs, Alfreston, Sussex, January 14th, 
two fledged, St. Neots. 

In the same journal (18.L13, p. 140) Mr. A. Bird records 
that a Wood-Pigeon was found sitting on two eggs on 
January 11th, at Horsley. 

SCARLET GROSBEAK IN BOSS-SHIRE.—Miss A. C. Jackson 
records (Scot. Nat., 1913, p. 42) that a female Carpodacus 
erythrinus was captured on September 8th, 1912, at the 
Tarbatness Lighthouse by Mr. Allan, the lightkeeper, and 
sent to her. This is the first record of the species for the 
mainland of Scotland. 

FEMALE GREENLAND WHEATEAR IN MALE-PLUMAGE.—In 
our last number (p. 283) it was suggested that a mistake might 
have been made in the case of a Greenland Wheatear in the 
plumage of an adult male and with a wing of 106 mm. which 
was sexed as a female. The Duchess of Bedford, who 
reported the bird to the Scottish Naturalist, very kindly 
sends me the following particulars provided by Mr. C. Kirk, 
of Glasgow : 

The specimen was skinned by George Stout who, on 
discovering it was a female, brought it to Mr. Kirk for con
firmation, and it was further examined by a third qualified 
party. The ovaries, which were examined under a lens, were 
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quite normal for an adult female at that season of year, some 
of the embryonic eggs being rather more developed than 
others, but not to any great extent. The fact that the bird 
was in male-plumage naturally caused greater attention to 
be paid to the reproductive organs than would have been 
the case had the plumage and the sex agreed. 

This seems to me very satisfactory evidence that the bird 
was sexed correctly, especially as the fact that the plumage 
was abnormal for a hen-bird was noticed at the time. 

By the kindness of the Duchess of Bedford I have been 
able to examine the specimen, and in plumage it cannot 
be distinguished from an adult male in summer. I t is curious 
that in both this specimen and that reported by the Misses 
Baxter and Rintoul, the feathers on one side only of the tail 
have white tips. When freshly grown in the autumn, all 
the feathers of the tail have white tips but then gradually 
wear off until by May they have disappeared. In the case 
of the specimen I have examined I think the feathers on 
one side of the tail had been accidentally lost and replaced 
by new feathers so recently that the tips had not become 
worn. 

I t is very curious that the ovary in this specimen appeared 
to be normal, since in the case of female game-birds assuming 
male-plumage the ovary is always found to be diseased or 
injured. In all such cases the organs should be preserved 
for examination by an expert. H.F.W. 

HOOPOE IN FORFAR.—Mr. T. F. Dewar records (Scot. Nat., 
1913, p. 18) that a specimen of Upupa epops was obtained 
at Newborns, Lunan Bay, Forfar, on September 3rd or 4th, 
1912. 

HOBBY IN MIDLOTHIAN.—Mr. R. Tomlinson notes (Scot. 
Nat., 1913, p. 19) that a Hobby (Falco s. subbuteo)—a rare 
bird in Scotland—was picked up dead outside a wired-in 
poultry-run (having apparently come in contact with it) 
on October 14th, 1912, near Musselburgh. 

GLOSSY IBIS IN YORKSHIRE.—Mr. E. W. Wade records 
(Naturalist, 1913, p. 115) that two Egathem f. falcinellus 
were seen (one, a female, being shot) near Aldborough in 
Holderness, Yorkshire, on October 18th, 1912. This is very 
near the date of the Essex examples (supra, pp. 223 and 280). 

LITTLE BITTERN IN FIFESHIRE.—Mr. J. Campbell reports 
(Scot. Nat, 1913, p. 44) that a specimen of Ixdbrychus minutus 
was shot on the banks of the Eden, Fifeshire, on Mav 17th, 
1912. 



318 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. v i . 

GADWALL NESTING IN CAITHNESS.—Mr. H. Alston states 
(Scot. Nat., 1913, p . 20) tha t three Anas strepera were shot 
near Wick on November 7th, 1912. In the next number 
of the same journal (p. 44) Miss A. C. Jackson reports her 
interesting discovery of a pair of Gadwall with a brood on 
a loch in Caithness in July, 1912. This is by far the most 
northern breeding-record for the species in Great Britain. 

BBEEDING-HABITS OF THE T U F T E D D U C K . — I n the Scottish 
Naturalist (1912, pp. 265-71) Mr. S. B. Brock publishes some 
interesting notes on this subject in which he describes the 
sexual displays of the male, the vigorous and frequent preening 
of the feathers, and a curious habit of grass-plucking, by 
both sexes a t about the time of nest-construction. 

R E P O R T E D OCCUEEENCE OP SAND-GEOUSE IN Y O E K S H I E E . — 
In the Naturalist (1913, p . 115) Mr. R. Fortune repeats, 
as has already been reported in the daily Press, t ha t a 
flock of birds identified as Sand-Grouse (Syrrhaptes para
doxus), some one hundred and sixty strong, were seen on 
October 20th, 1912, on a moor a t Lockton, Yorkshire. The 
mat ter was reported to Mr. W. H. St. Quintin by Mr. Cooper, 
of Aislaby Hall, who says tha t they flew past near the ground 
within about twenty yards of him, and tha t he heard their 
" twit, twit " note before he saw them. Mr. Cooper adds 
tha t he had considerable experience of the species in several 
parts of Yorkshire during former irruptions. If these birds 
were really correctly identified, it is very curious tha t so large 
a flock should have passed unnoticed elsewhere. Moreover, 
the t ime of year is unusual for their arrival, and we have not 
heard of any having been seen on the Continent. 

SANDWICH T E R N NESTING I N CLYDE.—Mr. T. Thornton 
MacKeith reports t he discovery in June, 1912, of several 
Sandwich Terns (Sterna sandvicensis) (five were seen) among 
the breeding Common Terns in the Clyde Estuary, and the 
finding of one egg (Scot. Nat., 1913, p . 20). 

GEEAT SKUA I N B U T E . — M r . C. Kirk records (Glasgow 
Nat., Vol. V., p . 45) t ha t an example of Stercorarius s. skua 
was obtained near Rothesay on November 13tb, 1912. 
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