
REVIEWS 
Report on the Immigrations of Summer Residents in the Spring 

of 1911 ; also Notes on the Migratory Movements and 
Records received from Lighthouses and Light-vessels 
during the Autumn of 1910. By the Committee appointed 
by the British Ornithologists' Club. (Forming Vol. XXX. 
Bull. B.O.C.). 19 Maps. Witherby & Co. 6s. net. 

THE seventh annual Report by this indefatigable Committee 
is even more packed with facts than the previous one, and 
bears evidence that the band of observers who contribute 
observations grows both in numbers and energy. We are 
much indebted both to them and to the members of the 
Committee who have tabulated the records with such care 
and labour. 

The arrival of the summer residents in the spring of 1911 
appears to have proceeded on what may be regarded as 
fairly normal lines, though some unusual observations were 
made and these may here be briefly referred to, with other 
items of interest culled from the Report. 

With regard to the great immigration of Continental 
Great Tits (Parus m. major) in the autumn of 1910 (cf. B.B., 
IV., p. 247, V., p. 200) it is interesting to note that Great 
Tits were observed at a number of Lights on the east coast 
during October and November. In the spring of 1911 there 
was evidently a return migration which was observed in 
Suffolk on February 26th as well as in March and April, 
and in Kent in March. One bird obtained from a flock in 
east Kent on March 10th proved to be of the Continental 
form. Movements of Goldcrests in the autumn of 1910 
were very considerable and lasted from the end of August 
until the middle of November. It is considered probable 
that at any rate up to the end of September the birds were 
of the British form, but that after that they were mostly 
Continental. The earliest specimens of Regulus r. regulus 
came from east Kent on October 14th, Sussex coast on the 
24th, and the Isle of Wight on the 26th. An identified 
example is also recorded for south Yorkshire on April 18th, 
1911. 

A Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus c. collybita) was seen at the end 
of February in Staffordshire, and some remained in the Scilly 
Isles all the winter. It is probable that some remain every 
winter somewhere in our islands. A Lesser Whitethroat 
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(Sylvia c. curruca) is reported as having been shot in 
Herefordshire on December 15th, 1910—a remarkable 
record. 

Common Sandpipers (Tringa hypoleuca) were noted as 
wintering in Devonshire. 

A specimen of Ph. trochilus eversmanni was taken at 
St. Catherine's Light (Isle of Wight) on May 26th, 1911. 
Continental Song-Thrushes (Turdus p. philomelus) were noted 
at the same Light in early March, 1911, while on March 30th 
large numbers, all of this form, were taken there ; large 
numbers (mixed with the British form) also occurred there 
on October 14th, 23rd, 24th, 26th, and 28th, 1910, and this 
information may be added to that given in our Hand-List. 
Greenland Wheatears (CEnanthe ce. leucorrhoa) were taken 
in Guernsey so early as April 20th, 1911, and at St. Catherine's 
on the 22nd and in Pembroke and Guernsey on the 25th. The 
Wheatears obtained at Lights after May 1st, 1911, were 
all, except three, of this race, as were all those after 
September 26th, 1910, on the autumn-migration. Nightingales 
(Luscinia m. megarhyncha) were considered to be unusually 
abundant in 1911 in Essex, Suffolk, Worcester, Hereford, 
Lincoln and Shropshire (cf. B.B., V., p. 23). Although 
Turtle-Doves (Streptopelia t. turtur) had eggs in Essex as 
early as May 1st, 1911, passage-migrants were passing up 
the east coast as late as June 1st. 

There are a considerable number of Lighthouse records 
of Water-Rails (Rallus aquaticus) both in spring and autumn 
and the following from Bardsey Lighthouse (Carnarvon) are 
especially noteworthy owing to the large numbers noted, 
viz. March 29th, 1911, " about sixty seen and thirty killed," 
March 30th, " about fifty seen and thirty killed," April 1st, 
" about thirty seen and twelve killed " and " many " on 
the same night at St. Catherine's. These records should 
be compared with parallel ones from Bardsey in the autumn 
of 1909 (cf. B.B., V., p. 168). 

Amongst the " Isolated Records " we find the following 
previously unrecorded items of importance. A Barred 
Warbler (Sylvia n. nisoria) was killed at the Skerries Light
house (Anglesey) on the night of September 10th, 1910 
This is a new bird to Wales. A Water-Pipit (Anthus 
spinoletta) was seen at Pevensey (Sussex) on September 30th, 
1910. A Blue-headed Wagtail (Motacilla flava) flew on 
board H.M.S. "Africa" in Knock Deep on June 1st, 1911. 
Twenty Magpies (Pica p. pica) were seen arriving at Thanet 
(Kent) from the north-east with Continental Jays on 
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September 28th, 1910, and fifteen on October 14th—two 
most interesting observations, since evidence of true migration 
in the case of the Magpie is very slight. A Stork (Ciconia 
c. ciconia) was seen on Romney Marsh in March, 1911, near 
Pevensey on April 9th, and at Littlehampton on May 6th. 
A Kentish Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus) was killed at 
St. Catherine's on October 9th, 1910. A Whiskered Tern 
(Hydrochelidon I. leucopareia) is reported to have been " clearly 
identified " at Hollesley Bay (Suffolk) on September 16th 
and 17th, 1910, but such records cannot be accepted without 
evidence of identification. 

Altogether this Report is full of genuine good work, and 
i t should be in the hands of everyone who is keenly interested 
in British birds. H.F.W. 
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