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NOTES ON MORTALITY IN NESTLING-CUCKOOS. 
BY 

J. H. OWEN. 

DURING the last few summers I have paid special atten
tion to the development of the nestling-Cuckoo (Cucidus 
c. canorus), and have been very lucky in finding plenty 
of Cuckoos' eggs and young Cuckoos, but in other ways 
I have not been equally fortunate. A large proportion 
of the eggs disappeared during incubation, though not 
by the hand of man. This was obvious, because the 
eggs in the nest were taken one by one, and curiously 
enough the Cuckoo's egg, the largest in the nest, was 
invariably the first egg taken. Last year another ele
ment of " luck " was against me, for in each of five 
nests I found a solitary egg, and that a Cuckoo's and 
in every case the victimized bird deserted it. In another 
case the Cuckoo turned out all the Sedge-Warbler's eggs, 
and the Sedge-Warbler, after incubating the Cuckoo's 
egg for nearly eight days, finally deserted it. Three 
nests were also destroyed by Jays. 

When the young Cuckoos hatched they were apparently 
no safer than the eggs. The number which failed from 
various causes to grow up, was far nearer fifty per 
cent, than forty of those found. In this estimate I only 
reckon birds of which I have definite records in the 
nest, and do not take into account young Cuckoos which 
had left the nest a day or two. I have also omitted 
from the following lists three young Cuckoos which were 
reared in 1911, as I am fairly certain they were removed 
by country boys and afterwards died, and for the same 
reason I do not include two 1912 birds. 

Lists of nestlings are appended for 1911 and 1912. 
Where it is stated that the bird was removed it must 
be understood that it was destroyed before it was old 
enough to leave the nest. Number 9 in 1911 ejected 
the Tree-Pipit's eggs, and I have in the Felsted School 
Museum an infertile egg ejected by the young Cuckoo. 
Number 10 (1911) furnished me with some amusement 
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and great interest, as it was hatched and reared in a 
small evergreen in front of the School laboratory door, 
and was almost touched daily by scores of boys and 
not found until it had left the nest. Notes have already 
appeared in BRITISH BIRDS about Numbers 15 and 16 
in my 1912 list. 

I t is remarkable that the percentage of loss should be 
exactly the same in 1911 and 1912, and tends to show 
that this high death-rate may be normal. 

YOUNG CUCKOOS, 1911. 

1. In a Pied Wagtail's nest. Removed by rats between 
June 1st and 3rd. 

2. In a Golderest's nest. Removed on June 2nd. 
3. Found on June 21st in a Reed-Warbler's nest. Removed 

before June 27th. 
4. In a Pied Wagtail's nest Removed by a rat soon after 

hatching on June 21st. 
5. Left Sedge-Warbler's nest on June 30th. 
6. Left Hedge-Sparrow's nest on July 3rd. 
7. Ready to leave Bullfinch's nest on July 8th. Left the 

nest alive. 
8. Removed from a Robin's nest on July 4th when 10-11 days 

old. 
9. Left Tree-Pipit's nest on July 14th or 15th. 

10. Left Linnet's nest on July 20th. 
11. Found killed and partly eaten in a Hedge-Sparrow's 

nest on July 20th. 
12. Left Hedge-Sparrow's nest on July 25th. 

Numbers 1, 2, 4 were pointed out to me by Mr. H. S. 
Davenport, and it was a great disappointment when 
number 2 was taken. Number 8 was probably removed 
by a stoat. 

The total number of young birds observed in the nest 
in 1911 was twelve, of which six, or fifty per cent., came 
to untimely ends. 

1912. 
1. Hatched on May 29th in a Common Whitethroat's nest. 

Died from natural causes (possibly apoplexy) on 
June 11th. I t was exceedingly fat but rather backward 
in feathering, as it had not been able to dispose of the 
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Wbitethroats, which hatched first, until they were more 
than four days old, 

2. Found on May 27th when 9 or 10 days old in a Hedge-
Sparrow's nest. I t had hatched before the other eggs 
hatched. I t was found dead and partly eaten, but quite 
recently, on May 31st. 

3. Hatched on June 3rd in a Common Whitethroat's nest. 
Left the nest on June 24th. 

4. Hatched on June 5th in a Sedge-Warbler's nest. Removed 
(means unknown) on June 16th. This bird hatched 
before the other eggs and ejected the remaining eggs in 
less than twenty-four hours. I t was doing very well 
when it was taken. 

5. Found on June 8th when about 14 days old in a Hedge-
Sparrow's nest. Found killed in the nest on June 11th. 

6. Found on June 8th when about 16-17 days old in a Hedge 
Sparrow's nest. I t left the nest rather prematurely on 
June 11th and was seen for two or three days afterwards. 

7. Found on June 10th when about 11 days old in a Hedge-
Sparrow's nest. Found killed and partly eaten in the 
nest on June 16th. 

8. Left a Hedge-Sparrow's nest on June 11th. 
9. Found on June 12th when 17-18 days old in a Sedge-

Warbler's nest. Left the nest on June 15th. 
10. Hatched on June 19th in a Reed-Bunting's nest and 

removed (probably by a rat, as I saw one near the nest 
on the previous day) on July 2nd. 

11. Hatched on June 23rd in a Hedge-Sparrow's nest. I t 
was removed on June 27th. This bird was hatched 
from the largest fertile Cuckoo's egg I have ever seen. 

12. Found on June 23rd when 13 days old in a Hedge-
Sparrow's nest. Left the nest on July 1st. 

13. Found on July 1st when 17-18 days old in a Hedge-
Sparrow's nest. The nest was watched for me and I am 
informed that the bird left the nest safely. 

14. Found on July 1st when about 7 days old in a Hedge-
Sparrow's nest. Removed on July 3rd. 

15. Left a Wren's nest in safety. 
16. Found on July 5th when about 8-9 days old in a Hedge-

Sparrow's nest. I t was afterwards cared for by a Wren 
and left the nest safely on July 16th. 

17. Hatched in a Hedge-Sparrow's nest on July 4th. Removed 
on July 8th. 

18. Found on July 5th, when fully feathered, in a Robin's 
nest. Left the nest on July 8th. 
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19 and 20. Found when fully feathered in Hedge-Sparrows' 
nests. Both left the nests safely between July 5th 
and 8th. 

21. Found killed when about 14 days old in a Hedge-Sparrow's 
nest. 

22. Found dead when about 11 days old near a Linnet's nest 
on July 6th. 

Of these, numbers 18, 19, and 20 were found and 
watched by one of the boys of Felsted School. Numbers 
21 and 22 I did not trouble about, as I found them dead. 

In addition to those above recorded I saw about six 
young Cuckoos which had left nests not kept under 
observation by me. 

The total number of young observed in the nest in 
1912 was twenty-two. Of these eleven came to untimely 
ends, which gives exactly the same percentage of loss 
during the nestling-period as in 1911, viz. fifty per cent. 
During the two years thirty-four young were found, of 
which seventeen failed to leave the nest alive. 
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