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ABNORMAL FEATHERS OF A DOMESTIC 
PIGEON. 

ANNIE C. JACKSON. 

THE feather which is shown in the accompanying illustration 
was submitted for examination by Mr. Oar to Mr. Nevin H. 
Foster. It is the contour-feather of a Magpie-pigeon, and 
appeared with two other similar feathers near the vent in 
the second autumnal 
moult of the bird. The 
feather is remarkable 
in that it bears at its 
distal extremity a small 
contour-feather. The 
rhachis of this distal 
feather merges with a 
semi-transparent cala
mus, which is some
what flattened and in 
which there is no trace 
of pulp or pith. This 
calamus in turn is con
tinuous w i t h t h e 
rhachis of the proximal 
feather. 

The probable ex
p l a n a t i o n of t h e 
abnormality appears 
to be, that at the 
c o m m e n c e m e n t of 
the autumn-moult the 
feather now designated 
as distal was not fully 
matured, and hence the 
calamus did not dry 
up in normal fashion 
with consequent shed
ding of the feather, 
but became continuous 
with the rhachis of the 
g r o w i n g f e a t h e r 
beneath. 

A parallel example 
may be cited in the ABNOBMAL FEATHERS OF MAGPIE-PIGEON. 
Case Ot t h e JimUS a n d (About one-third larger than actual size). 
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Cassowaries where the old feathers adhere for a certain period 
to the tips of the feathers which succeed them. The calamus 
of the " ejected " feather eventually dries up and the feather 
is shed. I t is probable that the distal feather under con
sideration would have been shed in a similar way in the 
ordinary course of events. 

A precisely similar case is that of the feather (one of the 
innermost secondaries of a Knot) which was exhibited by 
Mr. J. L. Bonhote at a meeting of the Zoological Society 
of London (P.Z.8, 1906, p. 901). In this specimen the 
summer-feather had not been shed but was continuous with 
the new autumn-feather. The summer-feather was shorter 
than in the normal condition and, Mr. Bonhote believed, 
was possibly not full grown when the autumn-moult 
commenced. Mr. Bonhote is of the opinion that the 
abnormality may have been caused by the replacement of 
an injured feather by a new feather, the growth of which 
was cut short by the intervention of the autumn-moult and 
the consequent activity of the follicle which, instead of 
completing the half-grown feather, began to form another 
feather, the stem of which was continuous with that of the 
feather already full grown. 

The small size of the distal feather in the pigeon cannot be 
due to the fact that it was only partially grown, as it has a 
distinct calamus, but it may have been due to lack of 
nutrition or some other physiological cause, such as the loss 
of a feather owing to some injury between successive moults, 
and a not entirely successful attempt on the part of the 
follicle to replace the feather. 

With the exception of the Knot's feather already referred 
to, there is apparently no other recorded instance of a similar 
kind. 


